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As 2011 draws to a close, we would like to take this opportunity to years ago and is now managed by a Board of Trustees as a registered
reflect upon some of the happy events of the year.
charity, and currently has about 150 students. We would like to
th
In September 2011 the community celebrated the 20 Anniversary congratulate the Headmistress of the school Mrs Rousanne Tatulian,
of the Independence of the Republic of Armenia with a Celebratory the teaching staff, the governors and the Board of Trustees and wish
Festival Concert by the renowned singer from Armenia, Shushan them further successes in the future.
Bedrossian, organised by the Armenian Community and Church
Council of Great Britain under the auspices of the Armenian Embassy
in London. The Celebrations coincided with the arrival in London of
the new Armenian Ambassador to the U.K., Mrs. Karine Kazinian,
and the evening presented a good opportunity for Ambassador
Kazinian to be welcomed by the more than 700 members of the
community who were present.
In October 2011, the Armenian Community & Church Council held a
special Reception in honour of Ambassador Kazinian to which over
120 representatives from the various Armenian organisations
functioning in the United Kingdom had been invited, and who were
able to meet the Ambassador personally. On behalf of the British
Armenian community, the Chairman of the ACCC, Mr Ara
Palamoudian congratulated Mrs Kazinian on her new appointment,
pledged to her the support of the ACCC and wished her success in
her position as Armenia’s Ambassador to Great Britain.
In November 2011, the Primate of the Armenian churches in the
United Kingdom was ordained a Bishop by His Holiness the
Catholicos. We congratulate Bishop Vahan Hovhanessian and wish
him well in his mission to look after the religious welfare of the
community.
In 2011, the ACCC was pleased to announce the appointment of Avak
Kahanah, Reverend Dr Nerses Nersessian to the position of Priest in
Charge and Pastor of the community’s church at St Yeghiche’s.
Reverend Nersessian is of course well known to the community as he
has served the church in London in various capacities for over forty
years. Reverend Nersessian is a distinguished scholar and an
authority in Armenian ecclesiastical books and manuscripts and until
his retirement a few months ago, he was Curator in charge of books
and manuscripts of the Christian Middle East at the British Library.
We are all very happy and privileged that Reverend Nersessian has
agreed to look after the pastoral welfare of the community at St
Yeghiche Church, and we wish him well.
The 6th of November 2011 was a particularly memorable day for the
whole Armenian Nation when at a special ceremony held at the St
Yeghiche Church, two extremely valuable Miniatures attributed to
the artist Toros Roslin, which had been identified by Reverend
Nerses Nersessian as pages removed at around the beginning of the
20th Century from the 12th Century Gospel of Queen Keran currently
kept in the Holy Monastery of St James’ in Jerusalem, were gifted by
the Greek benefactors Mr & Mrs T. Martinos to the Monastery
through the mediation of Reverend Nersessian, for return to their
rightful places in the Holy Book. Congratulations are in order to
Reverend Nersessian for the enormous efforts he made to make
possible the repatriation of these National Treasures.

The Council of the ACCC is elected to serve for a term of five years
and as the fourth year draws to a close, preparations have already
begun for elections of a new Council. An Election Committee has
been appointed and election notices will be sent to all the addresses
of the members of the community registered with the ACCC, and the
elections will be held during the course of 2012. The Armenian
Community and Church Council has been functioning as the
representative body of the community for over forty years, and in its
capacity as the community’s Church Council, the ACCC has provided
church services for the community since the early 1970’s, initially at
the All Saints Church in St Johns Wood, and then at the St Peter’s
Church in Cranley Gardens, South Kensington. In the early 1990’s
the church building was purchased from the Church of England by
the benefactors Vatche and Tamar Manoukian who after carrying
out extensive renovations to the church, and renaming it the St
Yeghiche Church, made it available to the ACCC for church services
for the community.
The Armenian Community and Church Council is the only body in the
United Kingdom to be elected to office by the registered members
of the community. We urge all members of the community to make
certain that they have paid their Community Contributions for 2011
and are included in the community’s Electoral Register. Details will
be published by the Election Committee in due course. Membership
of the Council is a responsible position, and we urge all eligible
members of the community who wish to serve their community and
their community’s church to stand as candidates for election.
Please remember that whilst the running expenses and maintenance
of the church building of St Yeghiche Church are paid for by Mr
Manoukian, for which we are grateful, the Community Contribution
and church collections are used by the ACCC to meet ecclesiastical
costs and its other expenses. These include the ACCC’s share of the
salary of the Primate, the ACCC’s contribution towards an expense
account made available to the Primate, the community’s Church
Pastor’s salary and other payments and expenses incurred to enable
the community’s church to function. These outgoings of the ACCC
for ecclesiastical purposes amount to almost £50,000 per year, and
the main source of income of the ACCC is from donations and the
Community Contribution requested from each adult member of the
community of just £20 per year. Please do not neglect to support
your community’s church and your Community Council and send
your donations and annual contributions to the ACCC. Please note
that all the above mentioned expenses which fund the community’s
church, are borne wholly from funds donated to the ACCC and the
ACCC does not benefit in any way from any donation made to the
charity named “The Armenian Church Trust” (ACT) or any other
Armenian Church charitable organisation or charitable trust.

Most welcome news was the fact that the community’s Sunday
We would like to thank all members of the community for their
School, the K. Tahta Armenian School, had been awarded the prize
support and contributions and wish you all a Joyous Christmas and a
of “Best Armenian School in the Diaspora” by the Ministry of
Happy New Year.
Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia and the World Armenian
ÞÝáñÑ³õáñ Üáñ î³ñÇ ¨ êáõñµ ÌÝáõÝ¹
Congress . The School was founded by the ACCC just over thirty
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A warm welcome
An interview with the ambassador of the Republic of Armenia to the UK Mrs. Karine Kazinian
Can you please share with readers of Hamaink brief
highlights of your diplomatic career to-date?
First of all I would like to thank you and Hamaink readers for the
interest shown to me as Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia to St.
James’s Court. Prior to my appointment to London I was Deputy
Foreign Minister in charge of Europe and the first Chief Negotiator with
the EU on Armenia-EU Association Agreement. This engagement has
enriched my diplomatic experience immensely. For a short time I was
also in charge of Asia-Pacific region and, of course, working with such
countries as China or India with their rising economies has not less
enriched me professionally.
Between 2002-2009 I was representing my country in the Federal
Republic of Germany. It was a very interesting period and also very
challenging. During these years we have had many high-level visits
from Armenia and from Germany and the economic cooperation
between the two countries is going quite well. German investments’
presence is quite significant in Armenia.
During the Soviet time, as my country was then a part of the Soviet
Union, my husband and I as young diplomats were posted at the Soviet
Embassy in Mozambique. It was our first assignment abroad and, for
me at least, very exciting and also very exotic. It was 1977. The country
has got its independence only two years before and we were
witnessing the birth of a new independent state with all its difficulties
and challenges. Then in the eighties it was Portugal, again at the
Embassy of the Soviet Union. The magnificent Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation in Lisbon is considered a state in a state and the only
Armenian couple at the Soviet Embassy was always invited at the
events taking place there. I sometimes joke that my two children grew
up in the beautiful park of the Foundation, very often on the knees of
the impressive monument of Mr. Gulbenkian.

Majesty Elisabeth II, again with a very heavy agenda and many high
level guests. 2012 is also a year of Cultural Olympiad in the UK. For the
first time Our national theatre in the frames of Shakespeare Festival in
the Globe theatre will perform the famous author’s King John in the
Armenian language. All 37 plays of William Shakespeare will be
performed by 37 different national theatres in their own languages.
Ours will be on May 16 and 17. Mark the date, please and participate
in this beautiful event by being present and supporting our theatre.

What are your early impressions of the Armenian Community
and organisations functioning in the UK?
My first impressions are that they are very organized. Wherever I was
before, we have had established good working relations with all
Armenian organizations in the respective countries (in my case both, in
Romania and in Germany). I hope, no, I am sure that it will work good
here in the UK as well. I look forward to working with all of you for the
benefit of our country and our people.
It is really a challenge for me as Armenia’s Ambassador to the UK to
boost interstate relations, to bring to the British audience’ attention
the challenges that face our country, to present them our national
values, our rich cultural heritage, our history, in the end, to bring us
closer to each other.
The support of each and every one of you will be appreciated.

What excites you most about being posted to the
UK and what potential challenges do you anticipate?
The UK is a very important EU member state and to develop active and
well- functioning relations with this country is of high priority for us. I
am planning to activate political dialogue, economic diplomacy,
cultural ties between the two countries. There is a potential for that,
we have just to explore it and find the best ways to realize these. 2012
is an Olympic year for the UK with all its busy agenda and high level
international delegations arriving in London. The capital will also
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee to mark the reign of the Queen, Her
4
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Interview by Zorik Gasparian

Independence Day Celebrations
Celebrations for the twentieth anniversary of the independence of
the Republic of Armenia kicked off in September with a concert in St
Yeghishe church. The annual feature of the London-Armenian
calendar organised jointly by the ACCC and the embassy of Armenia
was attended by hundreds of people, notably the new ambassador
of the republic of Armenia to the United Kingdom, Dr. Karine
Kazinian. Nouritza Matossian gave the opening speech,
congratulating
Armenians
around the world for twenty
years of continued independence
and countless development, and
introduced the performers of the
evening.
Multi-award winning singer with a tangible sense of roots, a direct connection to our heritage
Shushan Petrosyan gave her first that is only a 5-hour flight away and in which we all have a part to
concert in the UK, singing many play today and in the future.
of her most popular songs as well
as some traditional folk and
Happy birthday Armenia, here’s to our next twenty years.
patriotic numbers. The Cilicia string quartet, headed by Yerevan
native Hrant Martirosyan who is now based in London, performed a
number of pieces from the Western classical canon, as well as their
interpretations of traditional Armenian folk songs.
Despite centuries of imperial rule, decades of Sovietisation, the
chaos of the 1990’s, the Nagorno-Kharabagh war and ongoing
difficulties it is nothing short of a miracle that the republic of
Armenia not only exists but is thriving and growing in every single
way. As Diasporans we must not lose sight of the monumental
significance of an independent Armenia, a country which provides us

Welcoming our new ambassador
Virtually all the Armenian organisations of the UK were present on On behalf of the Armenian community of the United Kingdom the
the evening of 14th October 2011 at the British Medical Society in ACCC would like to welcome Dr. Kazinian in her new role as our
welcoming the new ambassador of Armenia to the United Kingdom, ambassador and wish her the very best with her tenure.
Dr. Karine Kazinian, at a cocktail party organised by the ACCC.

Dr. Kazinian, a graduate of the Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University, was previously the ambassador of the republic
of Armenia to Germany and Romania, as well as deputy foreign
minister. In her speech she stressed the importance of co-operation
between Diasporan organisations and stated that the embassy of
Armenia would do everything possible to assist them in their
endeavours. On the occasion of the twentieth year of independence
she said that Armenian embassies around the world would be
holding celebrations and various events throughout the year to
mark the milestone. Twenty years of independence has also meant
twenty years of progress, and Dr. Kazinian spoke of increased cooperation with the European Union and the various agreements
under way between the EU and the republic of Armenia, notably the
Eastern Partnership.
Hamaink • 2011/3
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BEAUTY FROM ASHES
On the 11th of November, 2011, the Humanitarian Aid Relief
Trust ( HART ) organised an evening of exhibition of art, music
and photography by young Armenian Artists who presented
their unique creations and talents at the St Cyprian’s Church,
Clarence Gate, London NW1. The evening was supported and
sponsored by the AGBU.
HART
was
founded in 2003
by
Baroness
Caroline Cox, a
renowned human rights activist and of course
well known to
Armenians as a
dedicated friend
of Armenia and
Karabagh, and
active advocate
for the human
rights, and the
right for self determination, of the people of Karabagh.

During the Karabagh war at the time when the Azeri fighter
aircraft were on low flight missions over Stepanakert bombarding and killing the unarmed civilian population, an Art Exhibition
was organised at Stepanakert where ordinary people exhibited
their art. One painting submitted by a local farmer was particularity interesting as it was a painting of simply a chair with a
ladies night dress slung over it, a lit candle and a book. This
abstract painting represented the importance of education and
belief and trust in the future. Through the destruction of war
came the beauty of Art. Hence the title of the evening’s function
- Beauty from the Ashes

HART unites international advocacy for those who are, or who
have been, suffering oppression and persecution, in such
arenas as the House of Lords and the media with targeted
aid-work focusing on community development, local partnership and regional networks of support. They currently work on The second of the Baroness Cox’s memories from the war was
behalf of and in collaboration with their local partners in Arme- the Karabagh people’s defiance against aggression and inhunia, Nagorno-Karabakh, Burma, India, Nigeria, Sudan, Timor manity. Once again during the war, a piano recital was organised in Stepanakert by a well known Armenian pianist. Just
before the concert began the Air raid sirens went off and the
Azeri bomber aircraft once again started their murderess rampage. The Audience all left the concert hall to take shelter with
the exception of one young lady called Marina who stood alone
in the darkness of the hall in an act of defiance. She was not
alone; the pianist also defied the Azeri aggression and he
played the entire recital to an empty hall except for Marina,
while the bombing went on outside.
Baroness Cox valued the Armenian spirit of recognition of the
power of education and the love of Art, and from the destruction
of war came the beauty of Art and hope, and Beauty from the
Ashes.
Leste, Uganda and Egypt.
The audience of the well attended function were entertained
with music of high calibre presented by young Armenian musicians who are completing their music education in prominent
universities and institutions in UK. A pianist and a violinist
performed many international classical pieces and the audience was greatly impressed by a highly talented singer, gifted
with a fabulous voice, whose rendition of pieces by Komitas
was memorable.
The opening speech was by Baroness Caroline Cox who has
travelled to Nagorno Karabagh 75 times to date. In her speech
she condemned Azerbaijan’s warmongering attitude and their
repeated threats to seek a military solution to the Karabagh
issue.
The audience enjoyed two stories from Baroness Cox’s memories from her trips to Nagorno Karabagh during the conflict:
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Baroness Cox added that during the war the necessities for the
population were medical and other humanitarian aid but now
the necessity has changed to rehabilitation of the people. For
this purpose a rehabilitation centre had been established by her
organisation in Stepanakert, and now this centre not only is a
rehabilitation centre for Armenians from Karabagh and Armenia
but for people who are referred for treatment at this centre from
as far away as Chechnya.
Among the dignitaries present to support of the evening was
the Ambassador of the republic of Armenia, Her Excellency Mrs
Karine Kazinian, and the newly appointed British joint Ambassador to Armenia.
Ambassador Kazinian expressed the gratitude of the Government of Armenia to Baroness Cox and also to the AGBU for
their charitable work to improve the life of Armenians in Armenia as well as in the Diaspora.

St Yeghiche Church, Sunday November 6th, 2011
Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the Church
of St Yeghiche at the conclusion of which
Father Nerses spoke on ‘The Repatriation
of an Armenian Cultural treasure’, the
return to the Armenian Patriarchate of St
James’, Jerusalem, two vandalised leaves
from the Queen Keran Gospels, copied by
the scribe Avetis and illuminated by the
celebrated artist of the Armenian Kingdom
of Cilicia, Toros Roslin in 1272 AD.

Father Nerses expressed his deep felt gratitude
and thanks to Mr And Mrs Thanassis Martinos
for their generous gift. After taking receivership
of the two leaves on behalf of the Armenian
Patriarchate a reception was held for the donors
and the congregation.
A booklet titled The Repatriation of an Armenian
Cultural Treasure. The Gospel of Queen Keran,
Sis, Cilicia 1272 A.D. tracing the history of the
Queen Keran Gospels and the six month
negotiations for their return was published in
English and Armenian to mark the event.

On behalf of the Armenian nation, the
Brotherhood of St James’, Jerusalem, and
the Armenian Community of Great Britain,

COMMUNIQUE
“I have saved from captivity this precious garden, this fragrant documentation of proof of unlawful removal of the leaves from the
orchard, this pure and shining book in memory of myself and of my Queen Keran Gospels, Mr Thanassis Martinos graciously agreed to
parents, my wife, and my children. Blessed is he with a child in Zion”. return the miniatures as gift to the Armenian Patriarchate of
(Matenadaran MS.142) Jerusalem.
On Tuesday 15th November, 2011 an event without precedent was
held in the convent of St James’ Jerusalem, in the presence of his
Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Armenian Patriarch of
Jerusalem, Members of the Brotherhood of St James and invited
guests from the Armenian community.
The occasion was to mark the handing over of two illuminated
vellum leaves that once
belonged to one of the
most magnificent royal
manuscripts
in
the
collection
of
the
Armenian Patriarchate.
The
manuscript
in
question is the Gospel
commissioned by Queen
Keran for her husband
and future King Levon
II/III of the Armenian
Kingdom of Cilicia. The
manuscript was copied
by the scribe Avetis in
the capital city of Sis in
1272 and illuminated by
the most celebrated
artist of the Cilician
period Toros Roslin,
active between 1256 to 1272.
The two manuscripts repatriated represent the portrait of the
Evangelist St Mark (folio 115v) and the Ascension (folio 284v) torn
out of the manuscript unlawfully around hundred years ago. Until
recently the two leaves were part of the Icons and East Christian
works of Art belonging to the Dutch collector of antiquities Mr.
Michel Van Rijn. In 1989 the present owner Mr. Thanassis Martinos
who had purchased through a Greek dealer the entire collection of
Mr. Michel Van Rijn, in May of this year on the suggestion of Mr.
Timothy Bolton, Medieval manuscript expert at Sothoby’s London,
contacted Reverend Dr. Vrej Nersessian, Curator in charge of the
Christian Middle East section in the British Library (formerly the
British Museum) for expert opinion on the provenance of the two
miniatures.
Having investigated the matter and provided the required

With full authorisation from the Armenian Patriarch, Reverend Dr.
Vrej Nerses Nersessian facilitated the restitution of the two leaves
and was invited to Jerusalem to hand over to the Patriarchate the
two leaves formerly part of Jerusalem Armenian manuscript 2653.
Reverend Nersessian caught both the spirit and substance of the
occasion in his presentation in which he highlighted the place of the
manuscript in Armenian
culture, the history of the
Queen Keran Gospels,
demonstrated
the
location of the two torn
leaves in the
Queen
Keran Gospels and finally
passed
on
the
custodianship of the two
leaves to His Beatitude,
Archbishop
Torkom
Manoogian
Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem,
and Archbishop Nourhan
Manoogian,
Grand
Sacristan of the See of St
James’ Jerusalem, and
the Sacristan, the Very
Rev.
Parsegh
Kalemderian, who then
duly signed the document of receivership. Thus after a century of
absence the two leaves missing from the Queen Keran Gospels
found their way back to their original home.
At the opening program, the Very Rev. Samuel Aghoyan presented
the biographical sketch of Rev. Nerses Nersessian.
For this labour of love and dedication in pursuing the return of the
two leaves, Hois Beatitude Torkom Manoogian, Armenian Patriarch
of Jerusalem and Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian , Grand Sacristan
of the See of St James’ Jerusalem, jointly presented Father Nerses a
pectoral cross, on behalf of the Brotherhood of St James’ Jerusalem.
The proceedings concluded with the singing of the hymn of the
Patriarchate followed by a reception.
17 November
Divan of the Armenian Patriarchate
(Photos by Mark Grigoryan)
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CAIA CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE IN EALING TOWN HALL
On 4th October 2011 over 50 people attended a special
reception to mark CAIA's 25th Anniversary. The reception took
place in the Mayors Parlour adjacent to the Council chamber.
The reception started at 6.30pm with the Worshipful Mayor of
LB of Ealing, Cllr J Gallagher, the Mayoress, Mrs Pauline
Melson, CAIA Directors and CEO Misak Ohanian welcoming
the guests.

jubilee. In his welcoming remarks, the Mayor spoke a little
about the Mayors Fund and how the previous 3 councils
of Acton, Ealing and Southall had merged to become to days
Ealing Council.

Guests supporting this special
milestone in the history of the
CAIA, included the new
ambassador of Armenia to the
UK,
Mrs
Karine
Kazinian, Stephen Pound MP,
the leader of Ealing council, Cllr
Julian Bell, Deputy leader, Cllr
Ranjit
Dheer,
Cabinet
members, Cllr Yvonne Johnson
and
Cllr Patricia Walker. Other local councillors present included
Cllr K Crawford (Labour), Cllr Ara Iskanderian (Labour), Cllr
Harvey Rose (Liberal Democrat) and Cllr Andrew Steed
(Liberal Democrat). Cllr David Millican, leader of Conservative
Councillors in Ealing sent his apologies due to a previous
commitment as had Virenda Sharma MP and Richard Barnes,
Deputy Mayor of London. Other guests in attendance included
Lorna Fleming, Joint commissioning manager for Older People
Services, representatives from the Armenian Church &
Community Council, Armenian Saturday School, K.Tahta
Armenian Sunday School, the Armenian Institute, London
Armenian Poor Relief Society Trust and several veteran CAIA
members and former Trustees.

In accordance to protocol, the next speaker was Her
Excellency Mrs Karine Kazinian, who despite
being in the post for only a few weeks was
aware of CAIA's services and wished Happy
25th Birthday. After expressing thanks to all
the guests and in particular the Mayor for the
reception, CAIA founding member and CEO
Misak Ohanian delivered his message
reflecting on the achievements of the Charity
and recalling some significant personal
memories over the years. Misak thanked all
the CAIA members, staff and committee
members who had contributed positively over
the years in order to help the organisation
pursue its aims and objectives of helping the most
disadvantaged sections of the Armenian community such
as low income families, women/children, older people/carer's
and newly arrived refugees to settle and integrate within British
society without forgetting their roots/heritage.
Stephen Pound MP also conveyed his congratulations to the
CAIA in his usual eloquent manner and spoke passionately
about the rights of the Armenian people regarding Genocide
recognition and the self-determination for Nagorno Karabagh.
The final speaker was Ealing's first and hopefully not last
Armenian Councillor, Cllr Ara Iskanderian who recalled that the
CAIA has been in operation throughout his young life, providing
vital services that Armenians have come to rely on.

Following drinks and buffet of Armenian and Middle Eastern
dishes, the guests moved to the Council Chamber where the
Worshipful Mayor of LB of Ealing, Cllr J Gallagher, thanked
everyone for attending and congratulated CAIA on its Silver

The evening continued until 8.30pm with all those present
continuing to socialise and network with each other with
everyone expressing all the best for the CAIA in the next 25
years.

CAIA’s 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED IN HAYASHEN
On Sunday 4th September 2011 over 120 CAIA members,
staff, volunteers, services users and guests marked the 25th
anniversary of CAIA’s establishment, during which time the
CAIA has successfully enhanced the quality of life for 1000’s of
disadvantaged members of the Armenian community in
London, specifically those living in isolation, poverty or distress
by providing welfare, educational and cultural services.
Supporting the event was the Bishop Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian,
Primate of the Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland, Dr.
Hratch Tchilingirian, Chairman of the St. Sarkis Armenian
Church Trust and members of the Armenian Community and
Church Council of Great Britain, the Worshipful Mayor of Ealing
Council, Cllr John Gallagher, accompanied by the Mayoress
Mrs Pauline Melson, the leader of Ealing Council, Cllr. Julian
Bell and Mrs Hermia Bell, representatives from the Armenian
Medical Association, Ealing Pre School Learning Association,
Ealing Adult Education Department, Refugee Women’s
Association and several individuals such as freelance IAG
Trainer Ms Alison Shuttle, well known Armenian actor Mr
Kevork Malikian and respected orator/author Mr Assadour
Guzelian.
All the above guests and visitors were greeted by members of
the CAIA Management Committee Mr. Garo Boyadjian,
(Chairman), Ms. Susan Kassabian (Secretary), Mr. Richard M
Anooshian, Mr. Bosik Gharapetian (Vice Treasurer), Mr.
Vatche Gulbekian, Mr. Hrant Shirakuni and CAIA Chief
Executive Officer, Mr. Misak Ohanian.
The Very Revd. Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian offered his
congratulations and blessings to the CAIA. “Hayashen was the
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first place I visited in my capacity as the new Primate of the
Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland,” said the Primate
adding “and today I am as impressed and grateful to the
members of the board of directors and the staff of the CAIA as
I was when I first learned about this viable and active center in
the heart of the Armenian community in London.”
Other guests who praised and congratulated the CAIA on
reaching this important milestone included the leader of Ealing
Council Cllr. Julian Bell, the Worshipful Mayor of Ealing
Council, Cllr John Gallagher and Mr Assadour Guzelian.
During the afternoon over 60 people who had attended various
training courses at Hayashen over the past year such as ICT,
Employability and Financial Capability were awarded
certificates, as were another 15 volunteers for providing over
50 hours of service to CAIA’s various projects.
Mr Misak Ohanian spoke briefly thanking everyone who had
attended and supported the CAIA over the years, in particular
all the current and former Trustees/Directors and staff for their
contribution in sustaining the charity and its services. Lifetime
membership to 3 former veteran Trustees, Ms Annik Hogg, Mr
John Der Parthog and Mr Hovannes Koundarjian was
announced for demonstrating exceptional commitment and
leadership to the development of the organisation over the
years.
At the conclusion of the event several people made various
donations towards the work of the CAIA, which is highly
appreciated.

11 Cheyne Walk, London SW3 5QZ, UK
T +44 (0) 20 3055 0955 F +44 (0) 20 7630 1161
E-Mail: info@YerevanMyLove.com

NEWS RELEASE
13 December 2011
Charity Auction of Contemporary Armenian Art at Christie's Great Success
Money raised for Yerevan charity project
This first ever auction of Contemporary Armenian at Christie's
was held on 9th December, bringing together the works of
some of the most brilliant Armenian artists. The proceeds of
the auction will benefit heritage-led regeneration and social
impact projects in Armenia.

Christie's, led the auction in an exciting atmosphere. A number
of paintings saw fierce competition of bids, especially works by
Hagop Hagopyan, Narek Avetissyan, Ararat Sargsyan and
Hamlet Hovsepyan. In addition to the benefactors and supporters of Yerevan My Love, the international audience included
participants from Europe, the United States, Russia and ArmeViscount Linley, President of Christie's, warmly welcomed the nia, as well as bids placed over the phone. The vast majority
guests during the reception before the auction. "The generous of the works were sold on the night.
support you can give at this evening’s auction of spectacular
art," he said, "will help to preserve Armenia’s vast architectural Following the auction, Armen Sarkissian hosted a private dinheritage, an integral part of the soul of the country, and will ner for the benefactors of Yerevan My Love, VIPs and execuensure the continuation of traditional architecture and crafts- tives of Christie's at the Cut restaurant in Mayfair. He thanked
manship for future generations."
everyone who had taken part in the auction and especially the
benefactors who have supported Yerevan My Love over the
The auction was hosted by Dr. Armenia Armen Sarkissian, years.
former Prime Minister of Armenia and president of "Yerevan My
Love" Foundation, who highlighted the charitable nature of the 'Yerevan My Love' is dedicated to preserving architecturally
auction and noted that for the first time in Christie's nearly 250 significant buildings in Yerevan and putting them to use to
year history, Armenian Art has finally arrived at one of the improve the life experience of disabled children, young people
world's finest auction houses. "This auction at Christie's nearly and disadvantaged families. Following the successful fundrais40 years after the opening of the first Modern Art Museum in ing in Windsor Castle (2010) and Buckingham Palace (2011),
Yerevan is yet another milestone and historic event as it ex- three buildings in the vicinity of St. Hovhanes Church in the
poses Armenian artists to an international audience," remarked Kond neighbourhood of Yerevan are being built and reconSarkissian.
structed. Three additional buildings will be reconstructed in the
Old Yerevan neighbourhood as part of the second phase of
The charity auction was organised for the benefit of the creation 'Yerevan My Love project'.
of a sanctuary and clinic for single mothers and disadvantaged
children in the heart of Yerevan, which is part of the "Yerevan The online catalogue of Armenian Contemporary Art is at this
My Love" project. The centre will have well-equipped modern link:
facilities and will provide professional social and health servhttp://christies.scene7.com/s7/brochure/flash_brochure.jsp?co
ices to destitute mothers and children.
mpany=Christies&sku=6011_SaleCat&config=Christies/eCat_
Hugh Edmeades, International Director of Auctioneering at
230x297_TOC&locale=en&wb=000000
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Ð²Ú ú¶ÜàôÂº²Ü ØÆàôÂº²Ü ØºÌÜ ´ðÆî²ÜÆàÚ Ø²êÜ²ÖÆôÔ
ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Üáñ ï³ñáõ³Û Îáã / NEW YEAR APPEAL
Üáñ ï³ñáõ³Û ¢ ê. ÌÝÝ¹»³Ý ïûÝ³Ï³Ý ûñ»ñáõ ß»ÙÇÝ Ï³Ý·Ý³Í, Ð³Û ú·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ØÇáõÃÇõÝÁ Çñ µáÉáñ
áõß³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏÁ ¹³ñóÝ¿ Ã¿ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇù¿Ý Ý»ñë ¢ Ã¿ ë÷Çõéù»³Ý ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ·áñÍáÕ ¢
Ï³ñÇù³õáñÝ»ñáõÝ Í³é³ÛáÕ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³ñÏÝ»ñáõÝ íñ³Û£
ÚÇß»ó¿ù ïûÝ³Ï³Ý ûñ»ñáõÝ ³é³õ»É ¢ë Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ý ÏÁ ¹³éÝ³Û Ó»ñ û·ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ ³Ûë Íñ³·ñ¿Ý û·ïÝáõáÕ
ÈÇµ³Ý³ÝÇ, êáõñÇáÛ, äáõÉÏ³ñÇáÛ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ, ²ñó³ËÇ, æ³õ³ËùÇ, Ð³ñ³õ³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ ¢
³ÛÉ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ·ïÝáõáÕ Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ì»ñ³ÝáóÝ»ñÁ, Ø³ÝÏ³å³ñï¿½Ý»ñÁ, í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¢
µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ëï³ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£
´áÉáñÇ ÏáÕÙ¿Ý »ñ³Ëï³å³ñï åÇïÇ ÙÝ³Ýù Ó»ñ ³½ÝÇõ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÇ ¢ µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý Ùûï»óáõÙÇ
Ñ³Ù³ñ£
As we stand on the brink of another New Year, the Armenian Relief Society of Great Britain is once again focusing
on supporting and benefiting orphanages, schools, nurseries and old age homes both in Armenia and the
Diaspora.
It is during this special time that your contributions and donations become vital for the numerous Armenian Relief
Society Amanor (New Year) projects, including:
Bird’s Nest Orphanage (Lebanon)
Old Age House (Lebanon)
Zvartnots School for Disabled Children (Lebanon)
ARS Shelter & Old Age House (Aleppo)
ARS Old Age Houses (South America)
"Soseh" Kindergartens (Bulgaria)
"Soseh" Kindergartens (Artsakh)
Orphanages in Armenia
Needy children in Javakh.
By responding to this appeal you are ensuring a brighter future for Armenians, both young and old, wherever
they are. On behalf of them, we thank you for your support.

ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
NEW YEAR APPEAL

NAME:
ADDRESS:

AMOUNT:
Cheque payable to Armenian Relief Society of GB
Send your donations to:
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Armenian Relief Society of GB
c/o: 19 Somervell Road
South Harrow, Middlesex, HA2 8TY

The ACCC Ladies Committee
invites you to a

Armenian Christmas
Lunch Party
on Sunday 8th January 2012
1.30pm—5.30pm
(Lunch served at 2pm)
MOLANA RESTAURANT
76-78 UXBRIDGE ROAD
WEST EALING,
LONDON
W13 8RA
Entrance fee: £20 per person

Hamaink • 2011/3
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The speech of Dr Onnik Avakian presented during the evening organised by K Tahta Armenian
Community Sunday School to celebrate the awards
“The Best Armenian Educational Establishment in the Diaspora 2010”
received from the Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of
Armenia and the World Armenian Congress.
Your Excellency, your Grace, members of the Armenian Community
and Church Council, Head teacher – present and past, Governors of K
Tahta School Trust, Teachers, Assistants, Parents with children at
school and Ladies and Gentlemen.

In Diaspora we envy them as we do not have that communal nursery
- the school, the playground where all talk is in Armenian and
habituate the child’s hearing senses. We are concerned therefore
how to preserve the language and our culture. I am certain that each
of you present here tonight feels a degree of apprehension about the
Your presence here tonight
next, and the few more generations from now, here in the UK.
affirms just how important
the teaching of mother Let us examine our problem and the barriers that surround us – we
tongue
and
the do speak in Armenian with a new born, but often there is just the
maintenance of our cultural mother and father and perhaps another child who may have started
heritage is to all of us.
learning English and is eager to progress on its own. A few families
may be fortunate to have grandparents or Armenian neighbours who
As a nation we have a long
will occasionally meet and converse in Armenian.
history that stretches back
to three thousand years, at In the street, in the playgroup and at the school the child will be
least; during that time the immersed in English and must learn the language and culture quickly
Armenian language has in order to survive in this environment. The child therefore does not
developed into the one we learn the names of everyday objects and games or the manner with
use today. Research has which to address parents, friends, and relations in our language.
demonstrated
that
a Perhaps, most importantly it does not know how to express his or her
number of words we use feelings, its affections, worries, anger and sadness in Armenian within
today were used during the the hearing distance of the child.
Urartu Kingdom. We may
We then sometimes worry that if the child speaks Armenian at home
wonder what the language
this may stunt its progress at school and we try to speak English at
of our forefathers sounded that many millennia ago. The nearest we
home as well. In which case the young person will not be familiar with
can get comes from reading texts in GRAPAR, albeit with present day
the sounds of Armenian language and will have even greater difficulty
phonetics. We may again wonder what the language will sound a
at the one-day-a-week school. And of course, without the language,
millennium from now; but we would all like to believe that it will still
it is more difficult to assimilate the ethnic heritage and gradually he
be spoken then.
or she – despite wishing to retain the ethnic identity of its parents,
The Republic of Armenia that arose in 1991 reaffirms that belief – the young person will feel alienated from them.
that in spite of the harsh vicissitudes of the past one thousand years
What is to be done?
– the forced deportation of hundreds of thousands of men women
and children by the Mongol hordes and their sale into slavery, the Fortunately all is not lost; we can approach this problem positively
scorched earth policy and brutal deportations by the Safavid kings and in a practical way. The best language nursery is the home, there
and the genocide of the last century, there is still a thriving in its secure environment the child will learn the sounds of the
population of three million in the Republic and perhaps twice that language and later identify and use words that will assist it to
communicate effectively with its parents and later with friends and
number in Diaspora who consider themselves Armenian.
its own community members.
Let us consider for a moment how a child in Armenia learns to speak
Armenian; you may say this is ridiculous, how else would a child talk A child, who speaks easily in two languages, a bilingual child, has a
within its own community?? I would however, like to draw your more flexible approach to learning and can adapt easily into new
attention for a moment, on the actual process of learning which environments. You can help your child to be fluent in Armenian and
begins the moment a child is born. We cannot be sure that the baby learn English at nursery and later at school by treating both languages
understands the midwife’s words or even the mother’s first as normal modes of communication. However, this practice places an
emotionally filled words of wonder. But a little later in its cradle baby obligation on parents to be bilingual themselves and able to translate
will hear sounds in Armenian its mother utters, or the words the words between the two languages effectively. It means that they, yes
father the dadik (grandmother) and babik (grandfather) speak, all in and you as a parent, must also know and use both languages
sufficiently to demonstrate that it really is a child’s play!
Armenian of course.
And not forgetting that the aunts, uncles and the neighbours will be
making similar sounds. The older siblings around also speak in
Armenian so that when the child tries to pronounce its first few words
it is mimicking those sounds from its memory. At the nursery it picks
up more words during play, the teacher gives instructions in
Armenian and later still the young child will be playing in the village
square, or in the communal garden with others; some older children
with selected vocabulary will explain the games or describe new
objects.
By now all the sounds of the alphabet have registered in the child’s
memory and he or she reproduces these accurately, and when it is
time to learn the alphabet and write the child has relatively little
difficulty distinguishing between the unique phonetics of the letters
of the alphabet and using these letters to write down words in
Armenian.

You are responsible from the cradle onwards to ensure that your
child can and does speak your mother tongue and then only then, you
can expect the one-day-a-week school to do its bit in developing the
child’s or the young person’s language fluency and teach them our
culture and history.
And so we come to the role of the ethnic language school; here of
course I mean the role of that K Tahta Community school plays in
helping children and the young to learn and become literate in
Armenian. The school from its inception has operated a policy that
nurtures the child, the young Armenian from the age of three to 16
years old. The aim is to help the young to obtain a qualification in
Armenian language which acts as a badge of identity. This approach
has also helped to create an environment where friendships have
been made over the years which have lasted.
Hamaink • 2011/3
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This applies as much to the young as to the parents, who may be
isolated from other Armenians during the week and therefore in the
caring environment of the school they feel at home with fellow
Armenians in similar situation.
The school was established by the Armenian Community and Church
Council and has been a beacon in this community for more than
thirty years, it has endured because it is needed and has been
appreciated for the sterling service it has given to this community. At
least two generations of young Armenians in London have been
educated in Armenian in this school. That is no mean achievement.
We are all grateful and proud for the work of the school during its
existence in this community. Personally I am grateful that I had the

opportunity in the past to serve the school and this community. We
are very happy that those achievements have been recognised in
Armenia by an award for the best one day Armenian school in
Europe. The K Tahta Community School has deservedly received this
award and a certificate from the International Armenian Congress in
association with the Ministry of Diaspora of the republic.
I am certain that you will join me to heartily congratulate the school
governors and specifically the headteacher and the teaching staff for
this outstanding achievement.
Well done school yev vardznerid katar.

Annual Concert – Hayastan All Armenian Fund
The annual concert organised in aid of the Hayastan All Armenia
Fund this year, held on the 12th of November 2011, was dedicated
to celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Independence of the
Republic of Armenia.

assembled eager to witness the performances of the young talents
of our nation, and their expectations were surpassed by superb
performances by young artists between the ages of fifteen and
eighteen who exhibited their individual abilities in their respective
The evening was opened by Mr Hratch Tokatlian who gave a brief chosen disciplines including singing, and playing the piano, the violin,
background of the excellent work that the Hayastan All Armenia the saxophone, the clarinet and the Kanon.
Fund has done over the past years for the benefit of Armenia and the Congratulations to all the young artists who took part in the concert.
improvement of the standard of life of the people of Armenia, and Such talented artists are a source of pride for all Armenians and we
proceeded to give details of the Fund’s current activities and its plans wish them all further successes in their chosen individual vocations
for the future.
in the future.
The other speaker of the evening was Armenia’s Ambassador to the
United Kingdom, Mrs Karine Kazinian, who acknowledged and
praised the extensive work being carried on by the Fund for the
benefit of Armenia.
The concert comprised superb performances by highly talented
young artists from Armenia who even at their young ages performed
with mature expertise. The audience at St John’s Smiths Square had

Twenty three years after the earthquake
Twenty-three years after the 1988 devastating earthquake in
Armenia’s Shirak province an estimated 6700 families are still
facing a housing problem, Vahan Tumasyan, Head of the Shirak
Centre NGO has said.

Vahan Tumasyan further said that the authorities swept away the
temporary cottages from the centre of Gyumri in an attempt to hide
the problem of homeless people and to keep them away from guests
who visit the city.

Speaking to Tert.am, Tumasyan said only 3500 families out of those “Unfortunately, by hiding problems you are not solving them,”
6700 are registered in a waiting list to get state-sponsored housing.
Tumasyan said, adding that since 2008 it has been forbidden to add
more people to the list of those citizens who are waiting for the
“Aid has not been adequate,” he said. “It has often been given to
state-built houses.
wrong addressees.”
As a result, more than 300 homeless families have not been registered
Tumasyan also said that the state usually assists to cover only 30% of
and have no hope that they will ever receive housing.
the total needs.
“We are suggesting continuing the registration of the homeless; to
“If the resources were used effectively, then we would not have
first of all give housing to those who currently live in Gyumri, rather
homeless people now,” said he, adding that around 15-18% of the
than those who are residing abroad but are among the first ones in the
population in city of Gyumri – second hardly hit area after the city of
list,” said Tumasyan.
Spitak – are living in temporary cottages.
He said that they suggest the relevant authorities to give the territories
The 6.9 magnitude quake in 1988 mainly hit the Armenian cities of
where the cottages are located to their owners otherwise the people
Spitak and Gyumri and their surrounding regions, killing more than
are afraid that they may be drawn out of those areas, while the
25,000 people and leaving thousands homeless.
territories may be put on sale.
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K TAHTA ARMENIAN COMMUNITY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Dear compatriot,
K. Tahta Armenian Communitty Sunday School Classes are held
every Sunday from 10:30a.m. to 2:00p.m. at
Twyford Church of England School, Twyford Crescent, Acton,
London W3 9PP.
The Sunday School offers parallel classes both Eastern and Western
Armenian to pupils aged between 3 and 16 years old, and it is
composed of the following three sections: (1) Nursery Section (two
years), (2) Pre–academic Section (two years), and (3) Academic
Section (nine years). Classes are also offered to adults wishing to
learn either Eastern or Western Armenian.
The Sunday School’s curriculum covers various aspects of the Armenian language, namely reading, writing, conversation and grammar.
Pupils are also taught about important events in the Armenian history,
Twyford Church of England School,Twyford Crescent, Acton, and they learn Armenian songs and dances.
London W3 9PP.
Second term of school year 2011-2012 starts on 8 January.
For more information about the Sunday School, please visit our
website:
http://www.armenianschool.org.uk
http://www.armenianschool.org.uk

info@armenianschool.org.uk

To contact us, please email to:
info@armenianschool.org.uk or phone 07854 838 073

07854 838 073

Armenia versus Ireland
I have long since wished for my passion for football to be shared by
my people, and on October 11th this wish was fulfilled as an
unforgettable qualification campaign came to a brave end in Dublin,
Ireland. It has always been with regret that I have seen our Hrazdan
stadium in Yerevan plagued with empty seats, and accepted the
widespread assumptions that our team is simply not capable of any
sort of achievement. Such sentiments were dispelled in Dublin, and

popularity is relatively low, the Diaspora came together in proud
unison.
This occasion marked an important moment for Armenians. We have
often been united by tragedy and suppression; from the
Commemorations on April 24 to the memories of the battle of
Sardarabad, many of our unifying causes are political or military. We
are used to feeling a sense of brotherhood and sisterhood to other
Armenians because of the strife our people have been exposed to.
It was therefore all the more special for me to see us pull together in
positivity and happiness.
While we have a right to feel proud, I worry that this will spill over
into a sense of accomplishment. We must avoid any notions of
satisfaction and, instead, use this as a platform for future campaigns
and, hopefully, success. This is something that must be emphasised
by the Armenian football management team; Vardan Minasyan must
stress to his players that this campaign will count for nothing if they
revert to becoming the basement team of qualification groups. The
fans can also help by showing the same support that was so
contagious towards the end of the said campaign.
I do not wish to turn football into politics, but for ninety minutes
Armenians everywhere can take pride from our games against Armenians everywhere, both in Motherland and Diaspora, were
Russia, Macedonia, Ireland, and above all Slovakia. However, for me, united, which is why Armenian football must strive to add more
it was our togetherness off the field, rather than our players’ dates to the calendar like October 11th.
performance on it, that gave me the most happiness.
Narbeh Minassian
What separates football from all other sports is its ability to unite a
nation. We see this at every World Cup, where an entire nation
supports its team and its people become enveloped in its special
atmosphere, and we could clearly see this in the build up to and
aftermath of Armenia’s game against Macedonia; fans, painted in
red, blue, and orange, filled the Hrabarag, with some even swimming
in the fountain as a means of celebration. This sense of euphoria
spread among Armenians in the Diaspora. In London, The Armenian
community made concerted efforts to encourage people to go to
Ireland to show their support, and while our capacity was not sold
out, every Armenian that stayed behind ensured that they watched
the game with their people. Even in America, where football’s
Hamaink • 2011/3
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Genocide
It is a sad truth that many young Armenians today have inherited a
natural hate for the Turks, an urge for revenge against a people who
had no involvement in the act that has caused the said hate. For some,
such emotions fuel their opposition to Turkey in what are animated
protest marches in the Armenian Diaspora. Although hate should
never be condoned, it is an understandable sentiment towards years of
denial and it is only a natural reaction to the Ottoman Empire’s
unimaginable contempt that originally led to the Genocide. Nonetheless, this is a dislike that absolutely must be curbed by the Armenians,
who must focus on peaceful means to recognition and improving
relations with our neighbour.
Anger towards modern-day Turks is not only pointless but also
illogical, as they had nothing to do with the Genocide, and they
simply cannot be held accountable for the crimes of their ancestors a
century ago. While it is frustrating to encounter a Turk who appears
oblivious to the Genocide or even claims that it did not happen, we
must consider that Turkey does not tolerate any hint of anti-Turk
expressions; the infamous article 301 makes sure of that. The fault lies
with the Turkish Government, who we rightly condemn for their
stubborn denial. If we are ever to share peaceful relations with Turkey, Armenians have to consider this and free themselves of any
misplaced prejudice towards Turks, treating them no differently to
our own people. Unfortunately, we seem to be some distance away
from this equality, with the general mentality amongst some Armenians being geared towards resistance to Turks, and this is a mind-set
that manifests itself in the annual marches that protest against the
denial.
It goes without saying that these marches are an important way of
spreading awareness and the sheer number of people present ensures
that there is a great deal of attention placed on us, which makes it all
the more important for us to act as peacefully as possible. This has not
always been the case. In London, the crowd is traditionally led by a
speaker with a megaphone in a series of chants, most of which convey
a disillusion with the continued lack of acknowledgment and regret,
but some highlight the aforementioned anti-Turk mentality. Examples
include ‘Dirty Turkey try to hide’, and ‘Turkey is a fascist state’. It
must be said that the former is more often pronounced as ‘Turkey
Turkey try to hide’, while the latter is in fact an accurate statement to
make, to an extent (although, not entirely true). Nevertheless, this
creates the impression that the purpose of the march is to insult the
perpetrators and to unite in a universal ‘dislike’ for the Turks, rather
than gathering to commemorate the Genocide and spread awareness
in the hope of gaining recognition through
legal means, which is really what it should
all be about. Moreover, this sense of ‘AntiTurkey’ influences the more impressionable youth, hence accentuating friction in
relations. Again, coming back to the example of London, the marches used to take
a route that would happen to pass by Turkish Airlines, where there would usually be
a modest number of Turks countering the
message of the march. In passing, an
equally small number of young Armenians
would react to this display of defiance
with abusive words of such a nature that I
cannot repeat them in print. Being part of
the Armenian youth myself, I have seen
this behaviour first-hand. As much of a
minority these children are, the fact that
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even one has chosen to behave in this manner is evidence enough that
something must be done to prevent this anti-Turk mentality. It is a
most unfortunate act and only reflects badly on us.
In addition to the chanting, some of the placards on show produce the
same anti-Turk effect. Like the chants, most of the placards are
harmless, but there are a small number that must be changed. Most
notably, one placard has an image that demands Turkey’s rejection
from entering the European Union. While it would be more than
plausible to argue that their denial of the Genocide should prevent
their admittance into the European Union, this placard has taken this
claim out of context and simply stated a wish for Turkey’s rejection;
again, this distracts from the main purpose of the march. Away from
the march, some images that have been made for the remembrance of
the Armenian Genocide involve highly anti-Turkish evocations, the
most aggressive of which alters the Turkish flag in a way of emphasising their denial, which also insults Islam as its symbol is the focus
of the Turkish flag.
As a solution to these problems with the march, I would suggest
changing to a silent protest, with no megaphones and no chanting.
This would not just avoid suggesting an anti-Turk attitude, but I
believe that it would also be more effective in attracting attention and,
therefore, spreading awareness. The layout of the march tends to
follow the structure of: the Scouts at the front, who are in neatly lined
up in uniform, holding reefs and musical instruments, with the high
Priest and other senior members of the Armenian community behind
them, followed by the rest of those in the march. Given that the scouts
lead the procession to instil discipline in the advance, this seems in
vain as a high percentage of the gathering do not take part in the
chanting and rather hold their own conversations in an unorganised
rabble. If the march was in silence, it would ensure a consistent
discipline that would be a fitting way of commemorating our ancestors who were forced to march into the desert. We must not preach or
encourage a hatred for the Turks. This can be reinforced by relatively
recent actions taken by a Turkish Nationalist, Ogun Samast, whose
anti-Armenian disposition led him to assassinate Turkish-Armenian
editor of Agos, Hrant Dink.
Samast erred spectacularly in killing Hrant Dink. This was an act that
could be utterly condemned as an immoral act alone, but it also had
wider reaching implications. Hrant Dink’s death made a martyr of
him and a powerful symbol for the Armenians in the struggle for
recognition, while the murder reflects poorly on the Turkish defence.
Dink’s death drew every Armenian’s attention to his life and his
views on the ‘Armenian Problem’. While he
condemned the Turkish denial, he was also
critical of Armenian diaspora’s efforts to
pressurise Western governments into recognising the genocide, highlighting the importance on peace and repairing relations with
Turkey directly through dialogue.
His is a message that should be adhered to,
and one that this article takes much of its
inspiration from. As a nation that prides itself
on its Christian heritage, being the first nation
to adopt it as its religion in 301 AD, it would
be contradictory to act in any way other than
peaceful in any situation. So, let’s listen to
Hrant Dink’s message, let’s be peaceful, and
let’s do it quietly.
Narbeh Minassian

INFORMAL HOME TUITION IN EASTERN ARMENIAN FOR CHILDREN
Is your child between 3 and 10 years old?
Would you like them to learn Armenian in an informal home
environment, or even in the comfort of your own home?
Would you like them to learn it through a programme specially
designed to meet your objectives?
A highly qualified linguist and educator is offering Eastern Armenian
classes for children between the ages of 3 and 10. Lessons are held in
Weybridge, Surrey, or we can come to your own home.
Lessons to suit your child’s individual needs and their level
of understanding
Informal, relaxed, pressure-and-competition-free
environment, with a caring teacher
Oral and written communication through up-to-date
material and props
Multi-disciplinary approach, including physical activity,
music, art & reading
The benefits include:
Enriched vocabulary and improved understanding of
Armenian through fun activities
Improved self-confidence in speaking Armenian
Raised awareness of the Armenian culture and a
strengthened bond with Armenia
Buy four lessons for £60 and get one free, or book each class for £15.
Sibling discount 20%. (For attendance at your own home, there will

be an extra travelling charge of
£10 per visit)
Brainy Beans can also be booked
for children’s parties, in
Armenian and English. London
and Surrey, £50, lasting 1 hour.
Or invite us to your event at your venue for one-off or regular group
workshops. Admission £10, sibling discount 20%. (Minimum number
of children in a group 5.)
Look out for upcoming workshops at Gulbenkian Hall in London.
Contact: mail@brainy-beans.com or on 07947 616199. Visit
www.brainy-beans.com or find us on facebook.
Brainy Beans was founded by Naneh Hovhannisyan, a mother, linguist
and educator. A native speaker of Eastern Armenian and fluent in
English, she has lived in the UK for the last 10 years. A former media
personality in Armenia, she has set up her business in London,
providing activity classes in English at a children’s centre and a private
studio in London, as well as in Armenian at the Saturday School and
the Armenian Institute. Brainy Beans has also toured Yerevan
successfully, hosting crash courses in English for over 200 children.
Educated both in Armenia and the UK, she draws from these cultural
traditions and educational methodologies in order to devise the
classes. Naneh is a researcher of activity classes and a believer in
keeping education relevant to children’s every-day life. CRB-checked
and YogaKids-trained.

Calendar of feast dates in 2012
January
6

Feast of the Nativity and Theophany of our

June
10 Feast of the Consecration "Shoghakat" of Holy

Lord Jesus Christ

Etchmiadzin

15 Birth of Saint John the Forerunner
February
3

July
15 Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord (Vartavar)

St. Sarkis the Warrior and his son Martiros and his
August

Fourteen Soldiers
14 Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ to the Temple

12 Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

15 St. Vartan the Warrior and his Companions
18 Great Barekendan
19 First Day of Great Lent
April
1

Holy Week, Palm Sunday

3

Great Tuesday, Remembrance of the Ten Virgins

5

Holy Thursday, Remembrance of the Last Supper

6

Holy Friday, Commemoration of the Passion,
Crucifixion, and Burial of our Lord Jesus Christ

7

September
8

16 Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
30 Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak
October
28 Discovery of the Holy Cross
November
20 Second Day of the Fast of Advent: Presentation of

Holy Saturday: Eve of the Resurrection of our

the Holy Mother of God to the Temple

Lord Jesus Christ
8

Easter Sunday, Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ
May

17 Feast of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
27 Pentecost

Feast of the Nativity of the Holy Mother of God

December
9

Feast of the Conception of the Holy Virgin Mary

25 St. Stephen the Protodeacon and First Martyr
27 Holy Apostles Peter and Paul
29 Paregentan of the Fast of Nativity
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Opening of a new school in Getap
23rd September 2011
The Aid Kashatagh Committee of “ACCC of GB” is pleased to
announce the opening of its first nursery/elementary school on
September 23rd - 2011 in the village of Getap in Southern Kashatagh.
The project was successfully completed in cooperation with the
Tufenkian Foundation of New York.
The school was named Raffi, reminiscent of the famous novelist for
his visionary ideas to be remembered by new generations.

The project was financed by generous donations from the Armenian
community in the UK and will mean that children from Getap will no
longer need to walk the 5km distance from their village to reach to the
nearest school of Martoonashen in Saradak.

Participants at the opening ceremony were the Head of Kashatagh
Education Department, the Governor (Marzbed) of Kashatagh, the
local community and the Artsakh media. The Tufenkian Foundation
Envoy led the presentation and the children gave performances during
this festive occasion.
In due course some minor works will be completed for the facade and
the rear of the building and the school
will also have a day care centre for pre-school age children.
The Aid Kashatagh Committee expresses immense gratitude to the
supporters for helping to build the much needed school in this village.
Subject to funds being available, more community and house
renovation projects can be implemented to improve living conditions
in Artsakh.

Notice
Aid Kashatagh Committee is pleased to inform that on 5th February 2012 it
will be hosting an evening to update you about the results of the "House
Renovation Program" which has been carried out in the Getup Village of
Kashatagh. In this respect invitations will be sent to supporters and donors
soon.
The committee has invited Dr Antranik Kasparian, Managing Director of the
Tufenkian Foundation to be the key speaker. He will give an update about
the region and its development and answering any relevant questions.
This will be followed by a short video of Getup and its residents.
Venue: Navasardian Centre, 223 Northfield Avenue, London W13 9QU
Time: 5pm
For any additional information please contact the Chair,
Mr Viken Haladjian on 07970 146280
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Timovm ynk Pridanaha3ov;yanu` nviraperov;yan qntrankow 0cnyl ir avardin hasxnylov
Cyda'i wyrapnagyxman cor/un;axu1
´ñÇï³Ý³Ñ³Û Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ ³ç³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ùµ ³ñ¹»Ý Ýáñá·õ»É ¿Ý
¶»ï³÷áõÙ ·ïÝíáÕ 26 ïÝ»ñÇó 11 Á:
Ivrakan[ivr dan norocovmow g4sdy./vyn gynxa.a3in nvazaco3n ba3mannyr5 oronk awyli
g4amrabntyn Arxaqovm abrylov & parcawajylov gamku1 Qntrovm ynk 2yr nviradvov;inu
ov.argyl hyd&yal hasxeow7 ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh, P.O. Box 46207, London 5W 1XX
Havylyal dy.ygov;ivnnyri hamar gabvyl5 07970 146280, VHaladjian@accc.org.uk
The Kashatagh Aid Committee is appealing to our community in Britain for fundraising from individuals or
organisations. With contributions from kind donors and in cooperation with the Tufenkian Foundation 11 out
of 26 houses in Getap have already been renevated and a new kindergarten has been constructed since last year.
Your contribution would offer much hope to the resettlement and revitalisation programmes of this land. By
sponsoring the renovation of a home, you are giving a family a chance of a better life in Artsakh and
contributing to our future on these lands.
Please give generously now.

Christmas is for giving

Appeal for Aid Kashatagh
Name:
Address:

E-mail (optional) or phone number:
Amount of Donation:

The British-Armenian Kashatagh Campaign is organised and facilitated by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain (ACCC of GB)
in association with the Tufenkian Foundation of N.Y.
Supporters of this campaign are: Armenian Medical Association. (AMA), Armenian Youth Federation (AYF), Friends of Armenia,
Hamazkayin Cultural Society, Armenian Relief Society (ARS), Homenetmen, Land & Culture Organisation (LCO)
Hon President: The primate, Bishop Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian - Chairman: Mr. Viken Haladjian
Secretary: Ms. Anie Keshishian - Treasurer: Dr. Setrag Karanfilian
Correspondences should be sent to: Aid Kashatagh, c/o ACCC of GB, P.O. Box 46207, London W5 1XX
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ARMENIAN COMMUNITY AND CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN
2012 ELECTION COMMITTEE
ACCC ELECTION 2012 • BOX 111 • 315 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD • LONDON W4 4HH • UNITED KINGDOM
E-MAIL: acccelections@hotmail.co.uk

WEB: www.accc.org.uk/election2012

2012 elections of the Armenian Community and Church Council of Great Britain
The ACCC elections are upon us once again. As required by the Constitution, the outgoing council has appointed an Election Committee
(EC) to organise the 2012 Council election, in accordance with the rules and procedures detailed in the Constitution of the ACCC.
The EC held its first meeting on Wednesday, 30th November and uppermost in its immediate activities is the accurate collation and
publication of the Electoral Register. To ensure completeness of the records, copies of the register will be displayed between 28.12.11 –
29.02.12 at the following locations:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

St. Yeghiche Church
N. Gulbenkian Hall
Armenian House
Navasartian Centre
Hayashen - CAIA - (from Sat. 14th Jan)
Kevork Tahta Sunday School - (from Sat. 14th Jan)
Armenian Saturday Studies - (from Sat. 14th Jan)
Homenetmen-London Scouts - (from Sat. 14th Jan)

All members of the community are advised to check their details are correctly reflected on the register and to advise the EC of any
changes immediately in order to secure their participation in the 2012 Council election.
Community members who have not paid their contributions for 2011 (or are not exempt from payment) but wish to participate in the
election, are invited to make their payment by sending a cheque in the amount of £20 per person (payable to ACCC) to:
ACCC, P.O. Box 46207, London W5 1XX. Contribution payments must be received by 31st January 2012.
Following the closure of the Electoral Register, all members of the community will be invited to submit candidates. Those wishing to stand
as candidates for 2012 Council election must fulfil the conditions of clause 44 of the Constitution of the ACCC.
Extracts from the ACCC Constitution relating to the electoral rules and procedures will be made available on the Council’s website
(www.accc.org.uk) from 4th January 2012. Alternatively, you may also obtain a copy from the EC at the above address.
As on the previous occasion, the 2012 election will be conducted by postal ballot with a closing date of Wednesday 4th July 2012.
Further details regarding the ballot process, candidature forms and all other relevant information will be provided in due course.
This is your council, elected from among your peers to represent your views on how the affairs of the community should be managed.
We encourage all members to actively participate in the election.
2012 Election Committee of the Armenian Community and Church Council of GB
Hon. President: HG Bishop Vahan Hovhanessian • Chairman: Ed Abrahamian • Treasurer: Edmond Sahakian • Secretary: Andre Minassian
Committee Members: Annie Krikorian, Silva Dadourian, Vahan Krikorian, Sonia Bablanian, Vatche Gulbenkian

Message from the registration and contribution committee
Any person wishing to ascertain their payment for 2011 has been recorded
may enquire by sending an e-mail to: registrations@accc.org.uk

22

Hamaink • 2011/3

Congratulations
Marriages
Liana Senekerimian Married Oliver Prewer
on 15th October 2011 at St Yeghiche church.

Baptisms
Sebastian, son of Aram & Melanie Shishmanian
was Baptised on 11th December 2011 at
St Yeghiche Church.

Tateossian announces Armenia stand alone store opening!
Tateossian announces the opening of its first Armenian stand alone store in the city of Yerevan. Doors opened in
the beautiful central location of Mashtots Avenue on November 17th 2011.
‘It’s fulfilling to be able to go back to your roots and offer a London twist to the city of Yerevan. The store opening is a reflection of the
growing market of the Commonwealth of Independent States and Armenia is the perfect first opening in this part of the
world’ says CEO Robert Tateossian.
The Small Centre known as the Maliy Centre will be home to the new 700 square feet Tateossian store designed by
the Italian architects ‘pls design’ Lino Lasanno and Lorenzo Perini, designers for Dolce and Gabanna and Valentino
stores – their signature of design elegance runs through the new boutique. The Tateossian signature blue line is the
perfect introduction to the evocative new space. Glass, mirrors and lacquered Wood all contribute to the clean,

minimal yet luxurious shopping environment. The atmosphere is inviting and the perfect setting for the new season
women’s and men’s collections.
Tateossian jewellery is a luxury-handcrafted product with a unique design ethos. The seasonal collections for both
men and women have a distinctive signature, constantly reflecting and reinterpreting trends in fashion. Designs are
contemporary, fashion-forward and timeless attracting a huge fan base including some of the world’s most high
profile figures such as David Furnish, Eva Herzigova, Naomi Campbell, Tracey Emin, Neve Campbell, Natasha Bedingfield, David Gandy, Jamie Cullum, Jenson Button, Stephen Moyer, Mariella Frostrup, Sinitta and Sophie Dahl.
For all press enquires please contact Adrienne on adrienne@tateossian.com/020 7384 8342 or email Lamayra,
lamayra@tateossian.com/020 7384 8317
www.tateossian.com
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Your advertisements will also appear on the ACCC website
(www.accc.org.uk) with no further charge. Any organisation's
reaches over 2500 Armenian homes in the UK and is an charitable functions, whose beneficiary is our homeland Armenia and
excellent way of reaching the community to advertise Nagorno Karabagh or functions dedicated to the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide are advertised free of charge. By choosing to fulfil
relevant events, products and services.
your advertisement and promotional needs through Hamaink, you are
also helping to keep the newsletter free of charge to the readers - thus
Our rates for advertisement are:
enabling our community to stay connected and informed.
Full page : £150.00
½ Page: £80.00
To discuss or place the advertisements, please contact Zorik Gasparian
¼ Page: £45.00
Box Adverts: £25.00
at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

HAMAINK newsletter

Your continuous feedback and interest in the
newsletter is encouraging. We appreciate your words of
support. “Hamaink” would also like to thank everyone
who has made a donation to support its running costs
and help keep the free distribution of the newsletter to
every registered member of the community.

Ð³Ù³ÛÝù
HAMAINK

2012 ELECTION COMMITTEE

Contacting Hamaink:
Editor: Anna Hakobyan
Editorial Committee: Zorik Gasparian, Stepan Tatulian
Lorees Arakelian
Contributing reporters: Louisa Culleton, Melineh Jacob,
Anush Gasparian, Dr Lucine Tatulian
Address: P.O. Box 46207, London W5 1XX
Email us at: Hamaink@accc.org.uk
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in Hamaink are those
of contributing reporters, authors and organisations and do not
necessarily represent the views and opinions of the Armenian
Community and Church Council of Great Britain.

Community members who have not paid their
contributions for 2011 (or are not exempt from
payment) but wish to participate in the election, are
invited to make their payment by sending a cheque
in the amount of £20 per person (payable to ACCC)
to:
ACCC, P.O. Box 46207, London W5 1XX.
Contribution payments must be received
by 31st January 2012.

Hamaink is published by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain, which is wholly
dependent on community resources and contributions. Should you wish to support your Community
Council and its Newsletter financially, please complete this form and return to the address below:
Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail (optional) ____________________________________________________________________
Amount donated: ________________________________
Please make cheques payable to: ACCC of GB
Post this coupon to: ACCC, P.O.Box 46207, London W5 1XX
A receipt will be posted to you.
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