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The year 2011 is a significant year as it marks the 20th Anniversary of
the Declaration of Independence of the Republic of Armenia. The
Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain has decided
that this year should be designated a Festival Year and its various
committees will be organising special celebratory functions throughout
the year, culminating in a Festival of Celebration in September
organised by the Executive Committee of the ACCC in association
with the Armenian Embassy in London.
During the twenty years of its independence Armenia has experienced
enormous difficulties and thanks to the sheer resilience and
determination of its people, it has overcome war, economic blockade,
and the most devastating earthquake in its recent memory, and on this
20th Anniversary of its Independence, Armenians throughout the world
will celebrate and applaud the courage and dedication of the people of
Armenia who have proved to the world that they are capable of
maintaining a Free and Independent Armenia; a fact which was only a
dream for our parents’ generation only a few years ago.
This year we have already seen numerous functions and new
developments which witness a vibrant and active community life, and
the Editorial Team of HAMAINK look forward to providing advance
information of forthcoming events and also to reporting important
events that occur throughout the year.
A notable item of news which is reported in full in this issue is the
appointment by the ACCC of Avak Kahanah Rev. Nerses Nersessian
as the community’s full-time Pastor at St Yeghiche Church. Rev.
Nerses is already well known to the community and respected as a
dedicated clergyman and we are certain the community will benefit
from his extensive experience and religious knowledge.
Another notable event a few weeks ago, was the visit to the UK by the
invitation of the Speakers of the two Houses of Parliament at
Westminster, of the Rt. Hon. Mr Hovik Abrahamyan, the Speaker of
the Armenian Parliament. Representatives of the U.K. community
were able to meet Mr Abrahamyan at Armenian House, where he
delivered a speech and answered numerous question put by the
attendees. A report is published in this issue.
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Ahead of us is the month of April which, for almost a century, has been
a month of solemn remembrance of the Genocide of 1.5Million
Armenians in Ottoman Turkey. As every year, the ACCC together with
its sub-committee CRAG – Campaign for Recognition of the Armenian
Genocide – will be organising various commemorative events details
of which are published in this issue.These include a Commemorative
Evening and a Commemorative March which we urge every Armenian
to attend.
We end with a special announcement about HAMAINK Newsletter:
In the past we have made every effort to publish HAMAINK as often
as five times a year, and copies have been posted free of charge to
almost 3000 homes in the UK.
For faster and more efficient communication of community information,
from now on, HAMAINK will be produced in two formats. Electronic
issues entitled “HAMAINK e-Bulletin” will be published approximately
once a month and will be distributed by e-mail to all the e-mail
addresses held in the database of the ACCC. Printed copies of
“HAMAINK Newsletter” will be published about twice a year. These
issues are planned to be of larger volume and contain not only news
items but also a collection of articles of interest to the community and
will therefore comprise more comprehensive and interesting reading.
As now, we hope to be able to continue posting them free of charge.
So as for you to receive the HAMAINK e-Bulletin by internet, it is of
course most important for us to have your e-mail addresses. Even if
you think that we already have your e-mail address, please send an
e-mail from your mailbox to registrations@accc.org.uk and in the
message section simply write your name and address. We can then
draw your email address for internet mail, and also arrange for printed
issues and community communication to be posted to your home
address. This request is most important. Please do not forget, and
send your e-mail to us now. All information in our database is used
strictly and solely for ACCC communications, and we do not pass
details to any other party.
Hamaink Editorial Team

Appointment of Community Church Pastor
The Armenian Community and Church Council of Great Britain has great pleasure in announcing the appointment of the Reverend (Avak Kahanah) Dr. Nerses Nersessian as Pastor of the community’s St Yeghiche Church at Cranley Gardens, South
Kensington, London SW7 3BB, and we are grateful to the Primate of the Armenian Churches in the U.K. the Very Rev. Vahan
Hovhanessian for his agreement and his confirmation of the appointment.
Reverend Nerses is of course well known to the community as he has served the community for many years, previously as
Pastor, and later as visiting Priest serving Liturgy most Sundays, while he took up a highly responsible position at the British
Museum.
Reverend Nerses is highly respected as an intellectual and he is a dedicated and highly experienced clergyman. We are privileged to have been able to secure his agreement to take up the position of Pastor of our community’s church, and we are certain that he will attend fully to the Pastoral needs of the community.
The appointment of Reverend Nerses fills the vacancy of the most important post of Pastor of St Yeghiche Church and completes the staffing structure of the church. The Pastor will be assisted by the Pastoral and Church Committee of St Yeghiche
who will attend to the administrative duties of the church under the most efficient leadership of Mrs Tamara Stephan, and the
Armenian Community and Church Council of Great Britain would like to thank all members of the Committee together with everyone serving the church including the Choirmaster Mr Aris Nadirian, all members of the choir, the Deacons and the organist
Mrs Karanfilian, and we are certain they will all provide the necessary assistance and support to the new Pastor to enable him
to provide all the church services needed by the community.
The Executive Committee of the ACCC which in accordance with the constitution of the community, has the responsibility for
the proper functioning of the Church, has made certain administrative changes and introduced some new telephone numbers
and e-mail addresses so that all members of the community can easily contact the Pastor and the Pastoral and Church Committee and their needs and requests and enquiries can be attended to as quickly and as efficiently as possible.
Please note the following contact details:
Community’s Church Pastor, Rev. Nerses Nersessian:
Reverend Nersessian will be pleased to speak to the members of the community and to provide Pastoral service and advice,
including requests for Home Blessing (Doonorhnek), visiting the sick and communion, etc.

Pastoral Office Telephone:
020 72592386
Mobile:
07881 872671
E-Mail:
Fr.Nerses@ArmenianChurchLondon.Org.Uk
For General Enquiries and Church administrative matters, including requests for Hokehankisd, Weddings etc please contact:

The Pastoral and Church Committee, Mrs Tamara Stephan:
Telephone:
Email:
Mail Address:

01923 773277
Tamara@ArmenianChurchLondon.Org.Uk
10 Beacon Way
Rickmansworth
WD3 7PG

The community’s church functions with donations received from the community. If wishing to contribute, please make cheques
payable to “ACCC-Church Committee” and post to the Treasurer, Mrs Tamara Stephan at the above address.
Please visit our Community website for all up to date information and key dates, at www.accc.org.uk
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The Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia visits London
by invitation of the Speakers of the Houses of Lords and Commons
By invitation of the Speaker of the House of Lords and the Speaker of
the House of Commons, the Rt. Honorable Mr Hovik Abrahamian,
the Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia visited the
United Kingdom and had official meetings with the Speakers of both
Houses of Westminster.
During his brief visit
to the United
Kingdom,
Mr
Abrahamyan most
graciously
made
time in his busy
schedule to meet
representatives of
Armenian
organisations at a
meeting held at
Armenian House
on Sunday, 13th
March, 2011.
In his opening speech, Mr Abrahamyan stated that the Government
of Armenia was keen to maintain a good relationship with Great
Britain and the purpose of his visit was to establish a working
platform with a view to fostering a closer relationship and mutual
cooperation and understanding.

democratic and human rights of the people of Karabagh must be
recognised and respected and the people of Karabagh must be
allowed the right of self-determination, and allowed to live
peacefully in their historic homeland.
He continued by
saying that Armenia
and Karabagh have
no wish at all for
armed
conflict.
However, if war was
imposed upon them,
then Armenia was
ready and prepared
militarily
to
vigorously
defend
itself and Karabagh.
Mr Abrahamyan condemned the false propaganda disseminated by
Turkish and Azeri media and organised groups financed by the two
Governments claiming that the conflict was started by Armenia, and
forgetting the intensive and continual murderous bombing attacks
with cluster bombs by the Azeris against the civilian population of
Karabagh and the genocidal massacres of Armenian inhabitants of
Baku and Sumgait. Mr. Abrahamyan called on Armenians in the
Diaspora to make every effort to inform the truth to the people and
the politicians of their respective Countries, and to impress upon
them that Armenia and the people of Karabagh simply wish to have
a peaceful existence and their rights for independence and territorial
integrity respected.

Referring to the Protocols signed between Armenia and Turkey, but
which were never ratified by Parliaments of either Government, Mr
Abrahamyan said that by Turkey failing to ratify the Agreements
specified by the Protocols, they had placed their allies in an
embarrassing position, since those parties had exerted great
pressures on Armenia at the time, to agree to the Protocols. As it
transpired, Turkey itself failed to ratify the Protocols and
consequently, the President of Armenia decided to refrain from There were endless questions from the attendees on various
asking the Armenian Parliament for the ratification which he was subjects to do with Armenia, and the meeting ended on a high note
confident would have been forthcoming.
and with expressions of good wishes and thanks to Mr Abrahamyan
for his visit.
On the issue of Karabagh, Mr Abrahamyan said that the lands within
the current territorial borders of Karabagh belonged to the Republic Thanks must also go to the Armenian Embassy in London and its
of Karabagh and there were no territories within its borders which Charge d’Affaire, Mr. Gagik Giragossian, for arranging the meeting.
should be returned to Azerbaijan. He further stated that the

Interview with Cllr Bassam Mahfouz
Mr. Mahfouz; Please enlighten us with your background Your origin,
education and political activities.
I was born in Beirut during the civil war and lived in Kuwait before
coming to London in 1984. I have grown up in Ealing and was
educated locally before studying Politics at university. I started my
political activities young, when I began campaigning for change at the
age of 17 and I have been involved ever since trying to help people
and improve the area.
What would you say is the main reason you decided to go into
politics?
I have always been interested in politics, but it was a drive and
determination to help those around me and make a positive
difference that made me get involved. An elderly neighbour of mine
wanted help to cross the road safely so I campaigned to get her a
safe crossing, so it all started then.
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Will you put your name forward in the next general election?
I hope to put my name forward in the next General Election. Of course
you have to go through a long selection process and it’s in the hands
of local Labour Party members but I hope that I’ve shown I’m a
candidate who is an effective and tireless campaigner who gets things
done and that this will work in my favour.

worryingly the fact that we will all now worry about whether the NHS
will be there to treat us or our loved ones in that hour of need.
We'd like to congratulate you on the work you have done in securing
the vote in the Ealing Council to recognise the Armenian genocide.
How do you think Armenian activists could work to secure such votes
in other borough councils, particularly in ones where there aren't as
many voters of Armenian origin

In your opinion, what would you say is your greatest achievement so
far in your time in the political arena?
It’s important to get the message across by contacting your local
councillors and MP to inform them of what happened and why it is so
It was a great achievement to be selected as Parliamentary Candidate
important to Armenians not just here in the UK, but across the world.
in Ealing for the last elections and the result achieved went against the
Write, call, e-mail, meet them at their surgeries, whatever takes your
national trend. On my time on the council I have achieved many
preference, just do it. If the contact can be co-ordinated locally then
‘small’ victories whether it has been to help individuals from becomall the better.
ing homeless to making Ealing’s streets the cleanest they have ever
been.
How do you think the change in Labour leadership will affect BritishArmenian relations, not only in terms of recognition of the genocide
How do you see this government's policies impacting on the day-toand the Kharabagh republic but also in terms of economic and
day lives of the residents of Ealing?
cultural exchange?
The new Conservative led government’s policies are disastrous for
I am sure that Ed Miliband and the rest of the Labour leadership want
the country and for the residents of Ealing. They simply have never
to ensure that we have strong ties between Britain and Armenia. We
understood the economic arguments and we can now see even more
have shown ourselves as the party that represents the vast majority of
young people queuing up for job seekers allowance instead of fulfillminority groups here in the UK and foreign policy is becoming
ing their potential in productive jobs alongside police and other public
increasingly important, as we have seen in the past few weeks.
sector workers who will now be out of a job thanks to these devastating and drastic cuts. People with disabilities and in need of assistance Cllr Bassam Mahfouz
in tough times are also going to be feeling the pinch the hardest whilst Labour Councillor for Northolt West End
the bankers who caused this crisis continue to get away with seven Ealing Cabinet member for Environment & Transport
figure bonuses despite the fact they are only still in business because twitter.com/BassamMahfouz
of us propping them up. We will see our teenagers and their parents
worry about the cost of university tuition fees but perhaps most

ARF FORMATION 120th ANNIVERSARY

On 14 and 15 January 2011 ARF London celebrated the 120th
anniversary of its formation. This took place in the newly refurbished
and extended Navasardian Centre and was marked by a cultural and
political rally.
The event was opened by the Armenian National Anthem followed by
the ARF anthem.
On 14 January 2011 the cultural and political rally took place. The
cultural part of the evening was a presentation of a poem written by G.
Abo, a poet from the Soviet era, who was anti-ARF. This was followed
by a response by A. Zadourian in relation to the meaning and
interpretation of the poem.
The political part of the event was a speech delivered by Mr. Vigen
Hovesepian who is a member of ARF. Mr. Hovesepian gave a brief
introduction on the formation of ARF and its contributions in many
national, political and military events in Armenia including the activities
in Kharabagh.
The evening was concluded with an especially invited singer from
Canada who also performed the following day during the dinner and
dance.
Amongst the guests of honour at the dinner and dance was Mr.
Palamoudian the ACCC chair, various political parties such as the
Henchakian party, the Charge dé Affair of The Armenian Embassy Mr.
G. Kiragousian, Mr. Ara Iskanderian Councillor at London Borough of
Ealing and Labour MP and friend of Armenians Mr. Steven Pound who
delivered an exciting and passionate speech.
Hamaink • 2011/1
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Interview of Ara Palamoudian,
Chairman of the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain,
with ‘Greetings London’ internet Newsletter and Website:
Greetings London:
In most of our smaller communities in the Diaspora, the
setup of the Churches, around which the community
structures are constructed, typically consist of a
democratically elected Diocesan Council (Temagan
Khorhourt) comprising of lay delegates and clerical
delegates, and an Administrative Council (Varchagan
Khorhourt). What is the setup here in our community and
why?
What are the responsibilities and role of the Communal
and Church Council and how is it formed? To whom do
they answer?
AP:
I would like to answer your first two
questions together:
One needs to know the structure of each
of the three Armenian churches that
function in the UK so as to understand the
current structure of the Community.
The oldest of the three churches is the
Holy Trinity Church of Manchester. The
church is owned by a Charity Trust but is
managed by a Committee of Wardens
who are elected by the members of the
community
in
Manchester
and
surrounding areas.
The Trust is
autonomous and whilst the church
functions under the jurisdiction of the Holy
See of Etchmiadzin, the Trust and
trustees have full rights and control over
the church property and assets.
The St Sarkis Church in Iverna Gardens, in Kensington is also
owned and governed by a Charity Trust which was set up by
the Benefactor, Calouste Gulbenkian. The trustees are not
elected by the community, and any new trustee is invited into
office by the exsting trustees. A trustee can remain in office for
life. The trustees are not answerable to anyone for their
decisions, and have full control of the St Sarkis Church property
and its other assets. The Trust has its own capital and also
receives contributions from the “St Sarkis Trust” which is
another Charity Trust set up by Mr Gulbenkian.

renovated the church to the splendid standard which it is in
today, and having renamed and re-consecrated it the “St
Yeghiche Church”, Mr Manoukian made the church available
again to the ACCC for the community’s church services.
Mr Manoukian etablished a Trust to look after the building of the
church and we are most grateful to him that apart from
providing the church building, his Trust also pays all the
maintenance expenses of the church building such as cleaning,
heating and electricity. I must stress that although the
Manoukian Trust maintains the church property, it does not in
any way involve itself with the running or
management of the church in its
eclesiastical sense, which is the
responsibility of the ACCC. That is to say,
the ACCC is responsible for the
functioning of the community’s church and
responsible for paying for its clergymen
and all other church functioning expenses.
I read the Editorial Column of your issue
which was published last Thursday, 19th
November, and the impression you give
about St Yeghiche may be inaccurately
construed. Whilst the St Yeghiche church
building does belong to the Manoukian
Trust, Mr Vatche Manoukian has
remained faithful to his word when he
purchased the building, and he has
returned the free use of the church to the
Armenian Community & Church Council,
and the ACCC has full and complete authority over the
management of the community’s church. Naturally, as with all
churches, in all acclesiastical matters, the church and its
clergymen are under the direction of the Primate of the
Armenian churches in the U.K.
Speaking about the St Yeghiche Church, I may have agreed
with your arguments in your Editorial had the situation been
that the Manoukian Trust appointed the church pastor and
became involved in the management of the “church” in its
“ecclesiastical” sense, however, clearly that is not the case,
and I am convinced also, that it was never Mr Manoukian’s
intention for it to be so. We are most fortunate and grateful to
the benefactor for free use of the church building - with heating,
cleaning and lighting all paid for – the ACCC does not receive
financial support from Mr Manoukian for the management of the
church and it is up to the ACCC to find the funds to pay for our
share of the Primate’s stipend, the pastor for church services
and all other church running expenses, which, by the way,
amount to about £45,000 per year. The ACCC has no hidden
sources of funding and unless every member of the community
who attends the community’s church and makes use of its
services, pays the small annual contribution request of them,
then the community’s church and the other functions organised
by the ACCC for the community could not continue to be
maintained. To support the ACCC is a community duty, and I
would like to appeal to every member of our community not to
neglect their responsibilities.

In the late 1950’s and early 60’s, there was a large influx of
Armenians mainly from Cyprus and Iran, and some other
Middle Eastern areas, and the community number rose to a few
thousands, and the Community Council of the time felt there
was the need for a church managed by the community, for the
community. They therefore decided to lease a church building
from the Church of England, initially in St Johns Wood and later
the St Peters Church in Cranley Gardens, Kensington. The
Community Council was renamed the “Community and Church
Council of Great Britain” (ACCC) and so as to fund the running
expenses of the community’s church and also all the other
functions carried out by the ACCC, a community “community
contribution” was introduced. So as not to create the burden of
a “compulsory levy” upon the community, the community
contribution has always been a voluntary one. Naturally it is
hoped that every adult member of the community would
recognise his or her responsibility and make the minimal The structure of the ACCC is as follows:
payment which is currently £20 per year.
Every four years those members of the community who have
For some 20 years the community leased the St Peters Church registered themselves with the ACCC and have paid their
for a nominal rental from the Church of England. The church Community Contribution elect seventeen persons to serve on
building was aged and in need of extensive renovation which the Community’s Council.
the community could not afford. Luckily, the well known
benefactor, Mr Vatche Manoukian, came forward and The Council appoints its Executive Committee which normally
purchased the property from the Church of England and comprises some members from the Council together with
volunteer members of the community.
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The Executive Committee is entrusted with the day to day
business of the community and it is responsible for the proper
functioning of the community’s church, collection of the
Community Contributions, etc. To assist the Executive in its
duties, the Executive appoints various sub committees and the
unsual ones are (a) The Church and Pastoral Committee, (b)
the ACCC’s Ladies Committee, (c) the Heritage and Cultural
Committee, (d) Community Contribution and Membership
Committee and (e) the “e” Committee which deals with
Information Technology and has just assumed responsibility for
the ACCC’s new website, www.accc.org.uk .

I cannot accept any argument put forward in the lines that in
larger Armenian communities, there are flourishing Armenian
schools. Firstly, even the students of those schools turn to
speaking English, French etc as soon as they are outside the
school gates, and secondly, I am aware of only one or two
educational establishments which teach to University level.
Therefore, of necessity, every young Armenian must be
profficient in the language of the host country and therefore
also of necessity, Armenian will inevitably be the young
person’s second language. Most regretably, my opinion is that
we must reconcile ourselves to these realities. However am not
saying that we should succumb to these pressures, but must
do our utmost that our children become either bi-lingual or at
least attain a satisfactory command of Armenian as their
second language, and I am convinced that however hard we try
to teach the Armenian language in our full-time schools and
Saturday or Sunday schools, there is the absolute need to instil
withing the young person the Armenian identity, and that can
be achieved only by our youth spending time in Armenia as
young students, charity workers, in summer camps especially
arranged for the youth, etc. I am certain that the whole mindframe of a young Armenian changes and he or she assumes
pride in being Armenian once he or she visits Armenia and
witnesses the fact that everything around him or her is
“Armenian”, and that it is OK to be “Armenian” and to be proud
of being one.

Apart from its responsibility for the functioning of the
community’s church, the ACCC also deals with all matters in
the interest of the community. The ACCC has a close interest
upon the K. Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School which
was started by the ACCC and the ACCC appoints the school’s
trustees. We also, pursue all matters of national interest such
as campaigning for recognition of the Armenian Genocide and
also of course we do all we can within our limited resources to
support and maintain relationships with Armenia and the
Armenian Embassy in London.
You will see that the structure of the ACCC is very much in the
lines of the “Diocesan Structure” you describe in your first
question, although its remits are much wider since it functions
as a universal representative body of the British Armenian
community, and within its sphere of responsibilities is of course
included the community’s church.
In reply to the final part of your question, the measures taken
thus far have not been fully effective for the reasons I have
The Armenian Community & Church Council is the only body stated, but they were the best possible under the
which is democratically elected by the registered members of circumstances. Now that Armenia is freely accessible, I am
the community, and naturally, as in all democratic systems, the optimistic that the tide will gradually turn and our younger
Council is answerable to its electors, the community. Every generations, because of their contact with Armenia, will want to
registered and contribution paying member of the community is be bi-lingual, and indeed, also more energetic and active
entitled to question the actions of the Council and is entitled to members of the Armenian community, wherever they live.
exercise his or her democratic right to elect the Council and
also to stand for election to membership of the Council. All the
In London, we have branches of nearly all our national
rules and regulations are clearly defined in the Constitution of
organisations: cultural, spiritual and political. How would
the ACCC and a copy can be emailed to anybody who asks for
you characterise the relationship of these organisations
it by emailing info@accc.org.uk .
with the Council? And how would you assess their work?
What are the main problems and concerns that the
C and C council has, taking into account the multicultural
and multiethnic country in which we live?
We are extremely fortunate to be an ethnic minority in the
United Kingdom since as you say, we live in a multicultural and
multiethnic State and as British Armenians, we enjoy complete
freedom to cultivate our ethnic culture and traditions and to
enjoy freedom of speech and worship. Concerns naturally
exist, as in all similar societies throughout the World, about
dangers of assimilation and gradual loss of our national identity
and culture.
The widespread use of English and parallel to that the
dwindling numbers of adults and young persons who use
Armenian in their homes and in between themselves is a
worrying trend. What are we doing to stem the tide? Are
the measures we have taken effective?
The concern you express about the diminishing use of the
Armenian language within the younger generations is a most
serious one and the problem exists throughout the World
except in Armenia. Communities in countries where the
national culture and religion has been vastly differing to ours,
for example in non-christian societies, the Armenian community
has had the need to congregate around its church, schools and
clubs, and the use of the language has been somewhat
preserved. However, as we all know, in the USA and Europe,
the battle is being gradually lost due to the pressures of modern
life, and indeed, even the need for advanced levels of
education which can only be obtained in the language of the
host country.

The Council not only wishes to encourage the activities of all
Armenian organisations, but we would be very happy to
maintain good relations with all of them and to assist if at all
possible. The Council is elected democratically by the
community and therefore any person with whatever political
conviction could be elected to serve in the Council. The Council
is non-political, and it represents all the members of the
community without discrimination. As you say, there are a
number of political organisations, cultural and charitable
organisations, and also religious, and if their work is for the
benefit of the community, then we wish them well. It is our duty
to support and encourage and respect all, and we hope that the
courtesy would be reciprocated.
Just recently, Turkish President Gul, the president of a
country occupying a fellow EU state, Cyprus, the
president of a country repressing all kinds of civil liberties
and so on and so forth, was honoured and awarded a
prize for his alleged work in promoting international
relations. Yet not a single cry of protest was made by us.
How do you explain this and do you justify our silence?
The ACCC is mandated to look after the interests of the British
Armenian Community and in that capacity we pursue the
generally accepted issues which interest the Armenian Nation
in general and British Armenian community in particular.
Although, quite a sizable community, our community has
not managed to acquire or establish even an elementary
school of her own. What are the reasons for this and
how does this affect the upbringing of our youth and
their feelings of a national identity.
Hamaink • 2011/1
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We are a microscopic community of a few thousand within a
metropolis of over 10 Million and Armenians are dispersed over
many hundreds of square miles which comprise the London
Metropolitan area. Although there is a fair concentration of
Armenians in West London, I think that when it came to reality,
we would not be able to muster a sufficient number of students.
Secondly, as I mentioned previously, the level of education in
such a school would need to be of a very high standard, and
the cost of purchasing and maintaing a school with the qualified
staff that would be needed is way beyond our means, and the
number of students we could muster would probably not be
sufficient to qualify for government assistance. However, in due
course, I hope our aspirations will be realized, and we will be
able to establish the first full-time school in London. In fact, with
the recent introduction by the Government of independent
Academies, it would be prudent to make appropriate study of
the possibilities. In the meantime, in London we have two
one-day-per-week schools, one on Saturdays and one on
Sundays, and I would encourage all parents to take their
children to these schools where the Armenian language and
culture and heritage is taught to a high standard.
The European Union encourages and supports efforts by
minority groups to keep and develop their national
identity. Most of our communities in the other EU
countries receive incentives and generous contributions
from the EU for maintaining national schools,
newspapers, cultural activities and so on. Does this apply
to the UK? If yes, then does our community use these
facilities? If no, have we made representations through
UK’s EU parliamentarians to this effect?
I am not aware of any assistance being received from the
European Union by any Armenian school or organisation in
the UK. I am certain that both schools would be glad to
receive such assistance, and perhaps after they have read
this interview, their governing boards will wish to look into the
possibilities. The ACCC would of course assist and make
representations on their behalf if we are asked to intercede or
assist. The only assistance that I am aware of that the
community’s K. Tahta Sunday School used to receive from
abroad was a grant of £4,500 from the multi-million Euro-rich
Gulbenkian Foundation of Lisbon, and I am very sad to inform
you that even that minimal contribution was cut off about two
years ago, by the Armenian Section of the Foundation, with
the feeble excuse that they are short of funds.
As Chairman of the Council, what is your vision for our
community and what you would have liked to see there?
In an increasingly strenghtening secular world, and with the
emergence of an independent Republic of Armenia, I am
convinced that communities in the Diaspora should no longer
exist as “religious groups”. Each community should have a
religious as well as a secular structure and therefore the
community should have a democratically elected Community
Council to represent it and to attend to not only the
community’s religious needs, but also to its secular and
political needs. Such a community with a strong structure
would receive proper acknowledgement from the authorities
and would be able to command respect and influence. The
Armenian Community and Church Council which has existed
for over sixty years, is based exactly on such a structure, and
what I would like to see is for every member of the community
to have pride in its representative Council and to support it.
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The annual functions to commemorate April 24 such as the
Commemorative Evening and the Commemorative March are
organised by committees of the ACCC. The annual
Celebration of the Independence of Armenia is organised by a
committee of the ACCC. The K. Tahta Sunday School was
established by the ACCC and functions under our auspices,
and as I mentioned previously, the ACCC appoints its
Trustees. The Church Services at the community’s St
Yeghiche Church is the responsibility of the ACCC.
Behind the scenes, we become involved as the Community’s
Council in protecting and assisting persons of Armenian
ethnic origin. As an example, we have made strong
representations to the Government on behalf of Armenians
who have been on the verge of deportation, and I am glad to
say with success. Recent examples are our involvement in
the prevention of a mother and daughter, and on another
occasion, of a young man, of Armenian ethnic origin, from
being deported to Azerbaijan and certain ethnic persecution.
The ACCC also actively supports charitable activities in
Armenia and very recently raised in the region of £30,000 by
its “Kashadagh Redevelopment Committee” for rebuilding
homes in Karabagh.
The ACCC was instrumental in negotiating with the St Sarkis
Church and the Holy Trinity Church in Manchester for the
preparation of a Diocesan Constitution under which the three
churches would for the first time come together to form a
Diocesan Assembly of the United Kingdom and Ireland and
would thus strengthen and consolidate the Armenian Church
of the UK. The draft constitution has been submitted to His
Holiness the Catholicos of All Armenians, and we are awaiting
his ratification.
All these functions carried on by the ACCC are achieved by
the voluntary work of the members of the Council and the
ACCC’s various committees. Nobody receives a salary. All
that is expected from our brothers and sisters in the
community is for them to realize their responsibilities, and to
support their Council, first of all by registering as members of
the community and of the St Yeghiche Church, and secondly
but equally importantly, by making the very small annual
Community Contribution which is expected of them.
Registration is free and forms are available at St. Yeghiche
Church and through the ACCC’s website –
http://www.accc.org.uk . Without those contributions the
Council could not function. If every Armenian paid the £20 per
year that is asked, then we would have sufficient funds not
only to maintain the Church, assist our schools, and carry out
all our other activities, but the Council could then look towards
acquiring a suitable Community Centre which is so very sorely
needed. If we could afford a Community Centre – even if one
had to be rented initially – it would create the opportunity for
the members of the community and especially the youth, to
convene in an Armenian environment and create friendships
and relationships with other young Armenians. An Armenian
community anywhere in the world could not survive unless it
enjoyed the benefits of a Community Church, a Community
School and a Community Centre with cultural activities. All
these are complementary to each other. All are achievable,
and I hope that with the help of our community, the ACCC will
be able to maintain those that already exist and achieve those
that this community is still lacking.

96th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
1915 – 2011
PROGRAMME OF COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS FOR 2011
Commemorative Evening

Saturday 16th April
Evening 7:00pm

in St Yeghiche Church
Cranley Gardens, Kensington, SW7 3BB
Organised by the ACCC for the community

Wednesday 20th April
4:00pm to 8:00pm

Vigil in front of the Turkish Embassy
Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PA
Organised by AYF-UK and ANC

Annual Commemorative March
Gathering point in front of Selfridges
400 Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB
March to the Cenotaph for wreath laying & prayers
Organised by ACCC & CRAG

Saturday 23rd April
Morning 11:30am
sharp

Gathering point
In front of Selfridges

Nearest tube stations are Marble Arch and Bond Street on the Central line.
The public are urged to be on time. As this is a weekend day, please plan ahead
and check with TfL for line closures that may affect your journey.

Saturday 23rd April
Evening 4:00pm

Sunday 1st May
Morning 11:00am

'Hokehankist' - Requiem Service
And prayers at Khachkar in St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens, Kensington, London W8 6TP

Commemorative Requiem Mass
And prayers at Khachkar in St Yeghiche Church
Cranley Gardens, Kensington, SW7 3BB
Hamaink • 2011/1
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Vardanank Mass at St Yeghiche Community Church
Sunday 6th May was Vadanank Day and it was celebrated at St
Yeghishe community church with more than 250 community
members who attended the mass.
Also present were the Saturday School students, Headmistress,
teaching staff and a number of parents which was wonderful to see.
The Community Church's parish priest Der Vrej Nerssessian
delivered a magnificent Sermon to the memory of Saint Vardan,
re-telling the story of Saint Vardan Mamigonian and his history as a
warrior who led the Armenians and fought against the Persians at the
battle of Avarayr in 451 A.D.
He went on to say how while other countries and world powers
always fought over land and occupying more territory, us Armenians
always fought for our faith, our culture and our language.
At the end of service the young inheritors of Vardan the Warrior from
Saturday School marked the memory of the day by having a photo
session with Der Nerssessian.
This was a very special celebration as we now enter the Easter lent
period.

Khachatur Pilikian.
Khachatur Pilikian – Yeraz (Dream)
I would like to share with you this magnificent Armenian song, (live
performance recording here below) titled: YERAZ (Dream) – a most
treasured song of the Armenian students in foreign lands, during the
second half of the 19th century, dreaming of home, mother and
motherland. Recently I performed it yet again in my vocal recital in
Athens, last November 2009.
I first heard this song as a child from my mother,Tefarik, born in
Khaskal-Izmit (Nicomedia), who had survived the genocide and
lived as a child with her mother. Her father Hagop was dragged to
serve the Ottoman army as hard labourer (amele tabourou) in Jerusalem. Knitting to survive with her mother in Thessalonica, my mother
was ‘found’ by my father when she was in her twenties. My father,
Vahan/Israel, born also in Khaskal, survived the Der el Zor hell on
earth in the Syrian desert. Orphanaged in Baghdad, he decided to
find his childhood beloved come rain or sunshine. He did. They
stayed together for over 65 years -now buried together in London
(father 95, mother 87). Both parents had very beautiful voices – I
have learned many songs first from them. I remember vividly my
father’s singing to raise funds for the families of the Armenian soldiers fighting against the Nazis…
Khachatur Pilikian
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Here is the poem in English. THE DREAM
Poem by Smpad Shahaziz (1840-1897) Translated by Zabelle
Boyajian (1872-1957) ...
socialisthistory.wordpress.com/
Soft and low a voice breathed o’er me,
Near me did my mother seem;
Flashed a ray of joy before me,
But, alas, it was a dream!
There the murmuring streamlet flowing
Scattered radiant pearls around,
Pure and clear, like crystal glowing—
But it was a dream, unsound.
To her heart she pressed me yearning,
Wiped my eyes which wet did seem;
And her tears fell on me burning—
Why should it have been a dream?
——————————————————————–
Yeraz (Dream): performed by Khatchatur I. Pilikian and Sona Kupelian accompanying on the piano. Recorded in February 1985, Beirut,
in Pilikian’s vocal recital of Fifteen Centuries of Armenian Song.
Enjoy!
Click on the this link to listen to the song

THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY AND CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN

ST. YEGHICHE CHURCH & PASTORAL COMMITTEE
C/O
Mrs. Tamara Stephan
Chairwoman
10 Beacon Way
Rickmansworth
Herts WD3 7PG
E-mail: tamara.stephan@ntlworld.com
Tel: 01923 773277

FUND RAISING AT ST YEGHICHE CHURCH FOR NEW VESTMENTS
London March 2011
Dear Parishioner,
The St Yeghiche Pastoral & Church Committee would like to purchase new church vestments for the clergy, deacons and ever increasing
choristers.
We are pleased to inform you that the St Yeghiche church is now involved in many celebrations and attracts ever increasing numbers of visiting clergy and church attendants. It is therefore important to improve the image and appearance of our church servers while serving our
Lord every Sunday at Badarak. The vestments which we possess are very out-dated, limited, worn out and need to be replaced.
You will appreciate that the outlay of new vestments necessitates expenses which the St Yeghiche Pastoral & Church Committee could ill
afford, and we therefore are appealing to your assistance in making a donation for any amount commensurate to your ability.
Our target to renew the above is £5,000.
All donations could be kept strictly confidential and acknowledged with an official receipt.
Kindly enclose your donation together with your name and address and either hand it to a member of our Pastoral & Church Committee or
post it to the above address. Please make your cheques payable to “Armenian Community Church”.
Thank you for your kind attention, consideration, assistance and support to this very important cause.
Yours sincerely
Tamara Stephan
Chairwoman / Treasurer
St Yeghiche Pastoral & Church Committee

Name: ..............................................................................................................

Amount donated: ......................................

Address: .........................................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................................
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TWO ARMENIAN MASTERS OF ART:
A DIRECTOR OF MOTION PICTURES & A CONDUCTOR OF MUSIC

PART ONE

what happened in Constantinople in 1910 is exactly that, in this case:
‘Killing the Species’ of canines.

The 'Golden Palm' for best short film in last year's Cannes Festival
2010, was awarded to CHIENNE D'HISTOIRE, a film by Serge More relevantly, even today such inhumanity is still rampant against
Avedikian
various animal species, as it was shown to the British public by the
recent programme on C 4, titled SHARK BAIT, where non other than
Thankfully, I have received from Serge Avedikian the DVD and press noted chef Gordon Ramsey demonstrated how the shark species are
kit for his brilliant short
on the brink of extinction
film. This 15 minutes long
merely because of the obscene
animated film has both
market value of shark fins.
French and English subtiMany hundreds of pounds are
tles. I have
paid just for a bowl soup of
suggested the film for the
shark fins. Thousands of sharks
2011-2012 LSFC (London
are totally dismembered of
Socialist Film Co-Op)
their fins and thrown back as
programme. Our selection
carcasses into the ocean, while
committee now lists it there
their fins fetch many millions
pending final decision
on the elite restaurant tables in
Taiwan -- just to mention one
CHIENNE
D'HISTRO
of the main centres of shark fin
IRE is Serge Avedikian’s
consumption in the Far East.
third animated film. An actor, director and producer,
The profit-at-any-cost motto
he has many documentawas exactly what the official
ries, short and medium
representative of the Pasteur
length films as well as film
Institute, headed by Dr Remlinpoems to his credit. Serge
ger, advised the Ittihadist hierarchy, back in 1910. Early that year, as
Avedikian is now engaged preparing his first feature film.
reported by the journal Sabah=Morning, there were “more than
The background of the tale of Chienne d' Histoire, or Barking Island 60,000 dogs in the streets of Istanbul. The authorities call for
(in Turkish hayýrsýzada), is well recorded more than half a century tenders to eliminate dogs”. Hence, the Pasteur Institute was one of
ago by the distinguished writer and journalist Aram Andonian, him- the tenders presented. The famous Institute highlighted various stages
self a survivor of the Genocide of the Armenians in 1915, perpetrated such as: slaughter homes outside the city; airtight rooms; cutting up
by the Young Turk Ittihadist government. Rendered into English, this rooms, thus preparing selective manufacturing compartments for
skin, fat, bones, and what not, all to be extracted from canine carcassis what Andonian wrote:
es. Moreover, as philanthropy was (and still is) a legal and subtle
It should not be forgotten, of course, that the Ittihadists first tested practice of tax evasion, the earnings of the enterprise was advised to
their massive exile plan on the dogs of Constantinople - and I am be assigned to the charity works of the city. Having concluded that
alluding to the four-legged creatures. They killed the defiant and ‘decanisation’, or dog cleansing, can be accomplished in two months
biting ones on the spot and banishing the remaining ones to one of time, the market value was estimated to be 300,000 francs for 80,000
the Princes Islands, where most of them perished of hunger or tore dogs.
each other to pieces. Their screeches reached Constantinople when
the wind blew in the city's direction. (Exile Trauma and Death. by The Ittahadist ruling triad was overwhelmed -- their animation silhouAram Andonian, Translated & Edited by Rita Soulahian Kuyumjian. ettes remind us of Enver, Talaat and Jemal in real life history of the
Young Turk government. Confused, the triad lost the united front to
Published by Gomidas Institute, UK. Page 6)
tackle the French tender and its cost -- as the gestures of the triad is
The director’s note sheds a little more light on that ghastly event of made obvious in the film. It is estimated that at least 30,000 dogs were
suddenly and brutally collected from all over the city, often pulling
1910 in Constantinople. Avedikian says:
them, especially the puppies, away from the clutches of their human
This historical fact is deeply misunderstood in Turkey. The succes- caretakers, killing the latter when not compliant to the order. The
sive authorities did all they could to erase it from popular memory, animals, all crammed and bundled in cages, were thrown on the
along with the entire history of the late Ottoman Empire. But, I was deserted island called Oxia=viper, in Turkish, sivriada = sharpstruck by the perverse nature of the relationship between the Euro- pointed island.
peans and the Turks at that time. One hundred years later, I wanted
to illustrate the state of mind this episode reveals through the power The film ends with the deported dogs screeching and tearing each
apart on the island, while some desperately throwing themselves in
of a film. (Chienne d’Histoire press kit)
the sea hoping for rescue that never was there to be, albeit their
On January 27, this year, HMD event highlighted UNTOLD STO- exasperate gesture acted as tourist attraction for nonchalant sea farers.
RIES as the national theme for 2011. The projection of Avedikian’s It was left to mother nature to get rid of the massive carcass refuse.
short animation film does, I humbly think, add another untold story And the vultures obliged with overwhelming enthusiasm, plunging as
and a dimension to man’s inhumanity not only to man but also to the hordes on sivriada. Hence the film’s and the deserted island’s new
animal species and to the natural environment. If the meaning of the name, in Turkish, hayýrsýzada = ill-omened island.
word what Raphael Lemkin coined GENOCIDE is taken literally to
mean what it says -- the Killing of the Genos=species or race, then

By Khatchatur I. Pilikian
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In 1959, Catholicos Vazken the First invited Durian to Soviet Armenia, helping the talented maestro to settle and become an Armenian
citizen. Ohan Durian soon became the artistic director and principal
conductor of the Armenian State Philharmonic Orchestra. His extraordinary musical prowess paved the way for him to be the Music
Director of the Leipzig Opera from 1963 to 1968, while he was
serving also as Permanent Guest Conductor of the noted Gewandhaus
Orchestra. The press did not hesitate comparing Ohan Durian with the
giants of the art of conducting of the past and of the present such as
Nikisch, Toscanini, Karaian, Stokovsky and Bernstein.

PART TWO
IN MEMORIAM -- the Palestinian born Maestro Ohan Durian. I
am happy to remember that back in
1968, Maestro Durian invited me to
sing the tenor solo for the first compl
ete performance of Verdi's Requiem
Mass in Yerevan, at the Philharmonia Grand Hall on December 21,
with the Armenian State Radio--TV
Symphony Orchestra & Chorus under Durian's exuberant direction.
The Maestro had the whole musical
score memorised, hence conducted without having the score in front
of him on the podium. That was his usual performing practice.
Among the audience was His Holiness, the magnificent Catholicos of
all the Armenians, the late Vazken the First. Alas, I don't have a video
recording of that unique Verdi Requiem performance. But I have
instead Aslanian's film of 2008, titled With Love, Ohan
Durian,
which
includes
among
others,
various
musical excerpts conducted by the Maestro.

In late 60’s, after performing his role as the Artistic Director and
Principal Conductor of the Armenian State Radio-TV Symphony
Orchestra and Chorus, Ohan Durian left Soviet Armenia, surprising
all his admirers. Two decades later, with his wife, the soprano Alice
Chamirian, he eventually returned, now as a French citizen, to Armenia, when Armenia declared independence. In 2000 Ohan and Alice
Durian were granted special status for ten years residency of the Third
Armenian Republic. But as before, local political intrigues and
manoeuvres soon took its toll and Maestro Durian, yet again, protested, this time against the new state authorities, by returning all the
government honours he had received from them. By then, in 2010, he
had already performed with 110 orchestras all over the world -- an
Ohan Durian was born in Jerusalem, on September 9, 1922. After his odyssey of a talented Maestro. Indeed.
musical studies at the local conservatory (1939-1945) Durian completed his musical education in Europe. Among his distinguished I sketched Durian's portrait in late 1969, when he visited my studio in
tutors were H. Sherchen, G. Martinon and R. Desormiere. Having Beirut, Lebanon. He signed at the bottom left corner of the sketch
established himself as a noted maestro, it was then that he decided to with musical symbols--as did sometimes the world's Armenian
change his original name of Hovhanness Khachadurian by choosing composer Aram Khatchaturian. What a moving tale we are told by his
abbreviations; hence he became known as Ohan Durian. Durian wife, Alice, that the world's Armenian conductor Ohan Durian was
preferred to be a first, and second to none, not even to the world listening to Mozart's music while breathing his last on the morning of
famous composer Aram Khatchaturian -- so we are told by the noted the Armenian Christmas Day, January 6, 2011, just over 88 years of
Diaspora Armenian writer Antranig Zaroukan.
age...

By Khatchatur I. Pilikian
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You are cordially invited
To honour one of the best Armenian poets and writers

Kostan Zaryan's
125th Anniversary
Saturday – 14th May 2011 at 7:30pm
Navasartian Centre
223 Northfield Avenue, London W13 9QU

please visit our website www.accc.org.uk
Free and open to the public
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Brainy Beans
On what was a very hot Yerevan afternoon in September 2010,
I found myself singing and acting out The Hokey Cokey – in
English – with a bunch of very excited Armenian kids. The room
was filled with sun, smiles and curiosity. I knew then that this
was going to be a very interesting adventure indeed.
For the next four weeks my company, Brainy Beans, founded
in London in 2009, resided in downtown Yerevan at an adult more than they used to, and their children are as busy with
learning centre, the Youth Educational Studio (EDUC), provid- extracurricular activities as they are here in the UK (although
ing English language classes for 3 to13 year-olds.
many would argue that that is not a positive development
anywhere in the world).
Brainy Beans is an enrichment class, a fancy term for an
activity-based hour where children learn through multisensory The children surprised me with their standard of English: twelve
stimulation, i.e. yoga, discussion, story-reading and art. I had year-olds reading Harry Potter in its original language and
successfully road-tested the Brainy Beans concept at both a making friends from all corners of the world on facebook (don’t
after-school club and a day-care centre in Putney, as well as at tell facebook). A boy from one of the 6-9s group amazed me
the Saturday Armenian school in Acton (at the latter teaching when he announced that he found my English nursery rhymes
Armenian). But it was a one-off session in the Gulbenkian Hall, on YouTube by himself and was singing them all day long, and
staged last spring with the Armenian Institute, where support- I was positively lost for words when one of the mums said that
ers from as far as Washington DC commented on what a good her five-year-old son has been with a private English tutor for
idea it was and whether it would ever travel to the States, that “years”, and would I please move him up a group.
allowed me to think outside the box, or in this case, outside the
country.
But what was genuinely moving was the sheer gratitude that we
got from them all, when on the last day we announced open
Brainy Beans International was to become an offshoot, an doors and flowers flooded in, together with scores of relatives
English-as-a-foreign-language-teaching class, and the first armed with cameras and food for our ‘picnic on the floor’.
destination was few bus stops from where I spent my youth. Children stretched lying down and twisted standing up, made
Armenia is a dream platform for this sort of service. But it is also funny mistakes with the language and gave presentations.
a logical choice; after all, the classes for the London kids did They told me about their dreams and dislikes, made things from
prove to be a novelty in terms of the informal teaching style and recycled materials and sang ‘The Wheels on the Bus’ as if it
a relaxed, unpressured atmosphere. Armenian kids in Armenia, was the national anthem (admittedly, that song was for the
I thought, equally deserve such an approach, to be introduced younger ones).
to British culture and to develop their English through play and
fun.
They left a mark on my heart, and their enthusiasm and hunger
for learning and friendship made the experiment worthwhile. I
However, what my Yerevan business partner, Tamara (the was so pleased to be told both by the parents and the kids
manager of EDUC), and myself didn’t know was whether it themselves that, apart from improvements in their English, the
would make business sense and attract much interest. Flyers classes helped their self-confidence and expanded their curioswere printed, emails sent out, we even advertised on TV, and ity about languages and culture generally.
word got out. An internet news service as well as a major
children’s TV show crew came to cover the upcoming course. Having worked with both, I found kids in Armenia grow up more
We needed up to 12 children in each of the age groups (3-5s, slowly than those in England. They seemed to retain the mar6-9s, and 10-13s) meaning an anticipated maximum of 36.
vellous qualities of childhood longer, the ability to be impressionable, a naïveté, purity, innocence and a greater sense of
We ended up with 84 in total, albeit by running three sessions wonder.
each day, six days a week, and we reluctantly had to turn away
about 10 others for lack of an available time-slot. Wildly ex- Brainy Beans is expanding internationally, as well as carrying
ceeding our expectations, the number of mums asking when out new English classes in and around London in the new year.
we would be back and why we were there only for one month As for Armenia, we’re back in spring/summer 2011, and I can’t
kept growing.
wait.
I discovered that my home country, Armenia, (or at least its www.brainy-beans.com (also on facebook)
capital) is changing in ways not immediately seen by the tourist.
The mums, my generation roughly, are far more informed about www.educ-studio.blogspot.com (or on facebook EDUC Youth
the various teaching methods and the latest research in educa- Educational Studio)
tional psychology than they used to be. The emerging middleNaneh Hovhannisyan
class is just as determined to give the best of world-class ideas
and goods to their children as they are in the UK. They travel
Hamaink • 2011/1
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We and our churches
We Armenians are rightly proud of the architectural heritage of
our churches and monasteries throughout all of the Armenian
highlands. We marvel at their variety and at the same time
their faithful allegiance to the distinctly Armenian ecclesiastical
architecture. We promote them as our country’s most visible
gem and we are incensed when Armenian churches in other
countries become easy targets for misguided development,
chauvinism, or appropriation by other churches. It would be
difficult to find an Armenian who is indifferent to Armenian
churches, their skyward direction, their austere beauty.
And yet, there is something else. Something that we might
unconsciously feel, have a strange longing stirred by a visit to
a monastery or a church in a remote corner of what is left of
historical Armenia, but something that by and large we can’t
quite substantiate or describe. What is it? Is it the fact that
these sacred buildings are in such communion with the
landscape around them and the skies above them? Is it
because made of stone they withstood the whips of time,
foreign invasions and our own neglect? Is it because their
ruins remind us of what once was but is no longer? What
moved our ancestors who have designed and built them by
hand, one stone at a time, often at times when these hands
and stones could be put towards other, more down to earth
uses?

To marvel at the shell while ignoring what created it and
sustained life within it is at best short-sighted. Yet many of us
are comfortable aggrandising ourselves with statements like
“we are the first Christian state” without asking whether we
ourselves believe in anything, and if we do what it is exactly
that we believe in?
That is a hard question that we cannot evade. The tumultuous
events of the last century seem to have dimmed our nation’s
guiding light not unlike most of the Western world. To the rise
of Islamic fundamentalism, militant atheism, ravaging
consumerism and other isms we have only our absence of
faith to offer. The myth of progress has veiled the fact that the
human species and their good and bad, worries and
aspirations haven’t changed at all. We are the same we were
two thousand years ago. Today we are distracted by the
superficial and the superfluous and misled by scientism the
claims of which are easily rebuked by many prominent
scientists of our day who see no conflict between faith and the
progress of science correctly understood in its proper context.
We all believe in something, even if vaguely defined, and the
question is what do we believe in?

Answering the question unfortunately is more difficult than
asking it. What we know better is what we don’t believe.
Depending on where we come from and when we were born,
Other nations throughout over two thousand years of Christian
variously we don’t believe in: communism or capitalism,
history have also built beautiful churches that express their
globalism or nationalism, materialism or consumerism, this or
own national Christian character. Many of them lavishly
that, one or another. We are more comfortable, perhaps in a
decorated by world-renowned artists and some of them are
now discredited post-modernist style, to be defined by what
still visited by many from around the world. Why then we are
we don’t believe rather than by what we do believe. We think
so attached to our churches, aside from the simple reason
we know who we are not but not who we are. Empty rhetoric
that they are ours? The answer to this question, as frequently
of pseudo-patriotism won’t do, self-referential definitions won’t
happens, raises many new ones. The answer is that they are
suffice. We need to discover what we believed in past to stand
signs - enduring signs of stone, signs that many wanted to
a chance of knowing who, where and why we are today. Not
erase but largely failed, physical signs that still point to
everyone will agree; not everyone has to agree.
something despite the centuries of power games, lost battles,
redrawing of the maps, creation and abolition of made-up
The Western world, especially in the last few centuries, has
countries.
produced many prominent secular or atheist thinkers that
The signs point to faith. The signs point to belief that moved
the hands of the architects and the builders. The belief that
made people - poor and rich, high and low - to donate funds
and resources towards construction of these churches. The
belief that made men renounce worldly opportunities and
dedicate their lives - in the knowledge that they may well be
deprived of their lives as a consequence of their calling when
the next horde of marauding invaders arrives - to that belief
and to service in that belief. In our day and age it is difficult to
comprehend why would you risk natural and man-made
dangers, spend astronomic for their times amounts of money,
decades of work, building a church or a monastery high in the
mountains away from the crossroads. The answer yet again is
faith. The faith they had, the faith that compelled them to build
the tangible and create the intangible riches that we have
inherited to actualise the outward signs of what they fervently
believed. The sacred buildings we see today are shells beautiful shells of something that inhabited them and brought
them alive for centuries, but shells nevertheless, unless that
something dwells in them and gives them life; unless that
something is put back in these shells so that they come back
to life that was intended for them.
But somewhere along the tortuous path of history we, their
descendants, their flesh and blood, seem to have lost that
something. Like most of the Western world we marvel at the
creation of their hands but ignore the passion of their hearts,
the reason of their minds. We complain when others don’t
respect us, yet we don’t respect ourselves. Incensed by the
world’s apparent indifference to our plight and our culture we
are the ones who frequently know next to nothing about the
faith that created our culture and made our people survive,
and not just survive but live, and not just live but create too.
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advanced the natural sciences. These thinkers, while
unquestionably great in their own domains of thought, have
also contributed to the various movements and tendencies
that brought the world to where we are now. One cannot but
recall the words of the Book of Job: “He catches the wise in
their craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are swept away.”
How indeed the schemes of the wily are swept away we all
have seen over and over again.
What about the Armenians then, you ask? Who are our great
atheist giants of thought from the earlier centuries, the
stalwarts of reason that “had no need for the hypothesis” of
God, like Pierre-Simon Laplace, the great French
mathematician? Why not wheel them out for national
admiration and celebration? The reason is that there aren’t
any. Our nation that gave birth to great philosophers, writers,
composers, artists, theologians, leaders, architects, builders the list can go on and on - hasn’t brought forth a single great
atheist comparable to the likes of Laplace. This little fact
should perhaps give us a reason to pause and think.
***
At the end of the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Church
consecrated bread, known as “mas” (portion) is distributed to
the faithful, who respond by saying “God is my portion
forever”. Perhaps it is our destiny that we stand with our faith
or fall without it. Perhaps it is time we started admiring our
churches not as beautiful shells, but as houses of faith, signs
pointing to God, calling us to listen and to come back where
we belong.
Copyright 2010

Edgar Danielyan.
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Hamaink distribution
In order to cut down the expenses and make the most of
our communities finance we have decided to distribute
Hamaink newspaper printed version twice a year.

HAMAINK newsletter
reaches over 2500 Armenian
homes in the UK
and is an excellent way of reaching the
community to advertise relevant events,
products and services.
Our rates for advertisement are:

Every month there will be an e mail monthly Hamaink as
well as Hamaink will be available on ACCC web site

Your continuous feedback and interest in the newsletter
is encouraging. We appreciate your words of support.
“Hamaink” would also like to thank everyone who has
made a donation to support its running costs and help
keep the free distribution of the newsletter to every
registered member of the community.
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Full page : £150.00
¼ Page: £45.00

½ Page: £80.00
Box Adverts: £25.00

Your advertisements will also appear on the ACCC
website (www.accc.org.uk) with no further charge. Any
organisation's charitable functions, whose beneficiary
is our homeland Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh or
functions dedicated to the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide are advertised free of charge. By choosing
to fulfil your advertisement and promotional needs
through Hamaink, you are also helping to keep the
newsletter free of charge to the readers - thus enabling
our community to stay connected and informed.
To discuss or place the advertisements, please
contact Zorik Gasparian at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

HAMAINK
Contacting Hamaink:
Editor: Anna Hakobyan
Editorial Committee: Zorik Gasparian, Stepan Tatulian
Lorees Arakelian
Contributing reporters: Louisa Culleton, Melineh Jacob,
Anush Gasparian, Dr Lucine Tatulian
Address: P.O. Box 46207, London W5 1XX
Email us at: Hamaink@accc.org.uk
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in Hamaink
are those of contributing reporters, authors and
organisations and do not necessarily represent the views
and opinions of the Armenian Community and Church
Council of Great Britain.

Hamaink is published by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain, which is wholly
dependent on community resources and contributions. Should you wish to support your Community
Council and its Newsletter financially, please complete this form and return to the address below:
Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail (optional) ____________________________________________________________________
Amount donated: ________________________________
Please make cheques payable to: ACCC of GB
Post this coupon to: ACCC, P.O.Box 46207, London W5 2YE
A receipt will be posted to you.
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