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Dear Hamaink readers,
Welcome to the spring issue of your community newsletter. First of all, we hope you had a spiritually fulfilling and recharging Easter –
symbolic of new life and beginnings for many of us. For it is faith and spiritual recharging that have often helped Armenians rebound and
start afresh for centuries – be it following invasions, persecution or life under foreign rule.
It is April 2010 – ninety five years since the 1915 Armenian Genocide. In fact, ninety five very long years for Armenians around the world
and our friends in the global international community, as we have been calling for recognition of the Genocide as a matter of justice and
respect for human rights and values. As we remember the one and a half million human lives lost, we hope and call on our small but active
community of Armenians and friends here in the UK to unify and join the many events so thoughtfully put together by various organisations in memory of the innocent victims of the Genocide.
Also in this issue, we would like to pay tribute to an exceptional man and leader, the former Primate of the Armenian Church in the UK,
Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian, who retired from his post in February 2010 - after nearly ten years of dedicated service. We hope you will
enjoy reading about the farewell reception and concert organized in his honour. In the spirit of new beginnings, we would also like to extend our warm welcome to the new Primate, the Very Reverend Father Vahan Hovhanessian, who we are confident will be able to skillfully
lead the Armenian Church here in the UK and enrich our community life for years to come.
Editor

A WARM FAREWELL TO BISHOP NATHAN HOVHANNISIAN
The Armenian Community and Church Council of Great Britain had community and to wish him farewell.
already notified readers of Hamaink in the last issue that His Holiness Dr Onnik Avakian, the MC for the evening, welcomed the Bishop and
Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, has informed the Council
all those in attendance. The
that the services of Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian, Primate of the
Choir of Kevork Tahta
Armenian Church of the Great Britain, are needed in the Mother See
Armenian Community Sunday
of Holy Etchmiadzin. Therefore Bishop Nathan retired from his
School, directed by Ms Lidia
position as our Primate, and returned to Holy Etchmiadzin to take up
Kazariants, performed “Anoush
other duties.
Hayastan” and “Aragastanav”,
accompanied by Mrs Tamara
To express its deepest gratitude for the devoted manner in which
Movsesian (Piano) following
Bishop Nathan has served the British Armenian Community as
which the students descended
Primate for the past nine years, and to wish him success in his future
from the stage and gave a flower
duties in pursuit of his holy vocation and in service to the Holy
each to the Bishop as a nice
Armenian Apostolic Church, the Armenian Community & Church
symbolic gesture, each flower
Council, in association with Saint Sarkis Armenian Church and Holy
carrying a special wish attached.
Trinity Armenian Church of Manchester, held a Farewell Reception
This was followed by a
followed by a Farewell Evening Concert in honour of the Bishop.
thoughtful poem recital performed by Khacheh and Hovhannes
th
The Reception was held on Sunday 24 January 2010 at St. Mary
Khorozians of the Armenian Language Saturday Studies School.
Abbots Hall in Kensington. Dignitaries present at the Reception
The Royal College of Music then delivered a great rendition of “Tuba
included His Excellency Ambassador Vahe Gabrielyan, Baroness
Mirum” from Mozart (Requim) with Ben Thapa (Tenor), David
Cox, His Eminence Archbishop Gregorios, His Eminence Abba
Milner-Pearce (Baritone), Anayis Heghoyan (Mezzo), Paula Sides
Seraphim, His Grace Bishop Angaelos, Rev Canon Jonathan Goodall,
(Soprano) and Joseph Ramadan (Pianist). The musical programme
Rev Canon Flora Winfield, Rev Canon Jonathan Gough,
was intermitted for a few
Commissioner Elizabeth Matear, Members of the Armenian
minutes
by
Mr
Paul
Community and
Gulbenkian’s speech on behalf
Church Council,
of the Managing Trustees of St
Trustees of the St
Sarkis Armenian Church. Mr
Sarkis Armenian
Gulbenkian
acknowledged
Church, and many
Bishop
Hovhannisian’s
other distinguished
professionalism and dedication
members of the
and thanked him for his service.
Armenian, British
The musical programme was
and international
resumed by Deacon Arthur
community.
Bobikian (Piano) performing
A
number
of
two captivating pieces: Ara
dignitaries,
Khatchatourian’s “Tocatta” and
including
Alexander Harutunian’s “Sasouncineri Barev”. Anais Heghoyan
Ambassador
(Mezzo) accompanied by Joseph Ramadan (Piano) followed by
Gabrielyan,
masterly performing from Handel’s Hercules “Where shall I fly” and
Chairman of the ACCC, Mr Ara Palamoudian and Dr Harry Hagopian
Gomidas’ “Gakavik”. The
made short speeches acknowledging Bishop Hovhannisian’s valuable
musical
extravaganza
contribution to the community and noting his excellent professional
continued with Miss Angel
and personal qualities and proposed toasts in his honour.
Najaryan
(Violin)
Bishop Hovhannisian in his typically modest manner responded to the
accompanied by Miss Agalia
speeches and feelings expressed by attendees of the Reception
Torantino (Piano) playing a
through a short and dignified address. He expressed his heartfelt
Shubert “Sonata”. The musical
thanks to the Armenian Community and his fellow peers and
part was concluded by the
colleagues representing many different British and international
Choir of St Yeghiche
Churches and organizations.
Armenian
Church
accompanied
by
Mrs
Jaqcueline
Karanfilian
(Organ) performing two soul-enriching pieces “Sourp Sourp” and
“Hayr Mer”.
Mr Ara Palamoudian, Chairman of ACCC then took to stage and on
behalf of the community and
the Community & Church
Council, expressed his deepest
gratitude
to
Bishop
Hovhannisian for his service to
the community as its Primate
for the past ten years. He
acknowledged the Bishop’s
The Reception was followed by a Concert at St Yeghishe Church in
contributions to the Council
honour of Bishop Hovhannisian. The concert was very well attended
meetings noting “I can recall
and the Church hall full with members of the community and
no occasion in the ten years
international dignitaries and friends welcomed the Bishop in
that the Council has had the
‘standing ovation’ as he made his gracious entrance to the Church
honour of working with him that any advice or even gentle criticism
while accompanied by Homenetmen Scouts and the welcoming tunes
which he may have extended, was ever rejected by the Council.
of “Amen Hayi” performed by St Yeghishe Church Choir. The
Bishop Nathan has a unique ability of not only recognizing problems
Bishop was escorted to his front row seat to enjoy the concert put
and potential difficulties immediately, but also has the ability of
together by the community to honour his tenure as the Primate of the
lateral thinking and quickly formulating solutions which
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result in the resolution of a possible awkward situation with the
least difficulty, and always without conflict”.
Mr Palamoudian then went to express that “Bishop Nathan has been
an excellent administrator and we owe to him the proper and smooth
running of our church and its management. He has also played a
leading role in the preparation of the Constitution of the proposed
Diocesan Assembly of the United Kingdom, which I hope will be
ratified very soon by His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II. The
British Armenian Community will then achieve with Bishop
Nathan’s help the unification of the three Armenian churches in the
United Kingdom under the umbrella of a Diocesan Assembly.
Something which has been desired for almost half a century, but has
not become a reality until this Bishop’s Primacy and his efforts.”
After recognising his many personal and professional qualities and
talents, Mr Palamoudian went on to conclude: “Considering the
manifold talents and abilities of Bishop Nathan his natural ability at
public speaking, his interpersonal skills, his expertise & knowledge
in music and pastoral skills it was inevitable that the British
Armenian community would one day be deprived of their talented

and popular Primate, as he would, of necessity, move on to even
greater responsibilities in service to the Holy Armenian Apostolic
Church. Bishop Nathan, on behalf of the Armenian Community and
Church Council of Great Britain and the British Armenian
Community, I would like to thank you for everything you have done
for us as our Spiritual Leader. Thank You for having taken on and
for amply fulfilling the perhaps ‘thankless’ task as Primate of the
Armenian Church of Great Britain and Thank You for dedicating to
this community ten valuable years of your life, so that our spiritual
and cultural lives here could be made better and fuller under your
leadership and guidance. We wish you farewell, and every success
in all your future undertakings in serving your church, and in pursuit
of your chosen holy vocation as a servant of God.”
At the end of his speech, Mr Palamoudian invited the Bishop to the
stage and presented him with a silver plate on behalf of the ACCC,
which Bishop Hovhannisian graciously accepted. A blessing by
Bishop Hovhannisian concluded the memorable evening in honour
of an exceptional man who has served our community with utmost
devotion for nearly ten years!

ANNOUNCEMENT
Following the recall of Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian, Primate of the Armenian Church of Great Britain to take up other duties in Holy
Etchmiadzin, The Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain is pleased to announce that Very Reverend Vahan
Hovhanessian has been elected to serve as the next Primate of the the Armenian Church of Great Britain .
The Ceremony marking the assumption of duties by Fr. Vahan as the Primate of the Armenian Church of Great Britain, took place during
church service at St Yeghiche Church on Sunday 14th February 2010.

THE VERY REVEREND FR. VAHAN HOVHANESSIAN, PH.D.
Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian was born in
year 1963 to Dr. Avedis and Seta
Hovhanessian in Baghdad, Iraq. Fr.
Vahan received his Bachelor degree in
Electrical Engineering from the
Engineering College of University of
Baghdad, Iraq, in 1985. Upon his
graduation, and under the tutelage of
His Eminence Archbishop Avak Asadourian, Primate of the
Armenian Diocese of Iraq, Fr. Vahan pursued his graduate studies in
Theology in New York, USA, enrolling at St. Nersess Armenian
Seminary and St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary. In
1989, he received his Diploma in Armenian Church Studies from St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary and the Master of Divinity Degree from
St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, with a faculty
commendation on his graduation thesis: “The Council of Shahabivan
445AD: Introduction, Translation and Commentary.” A year later, Fr.
Vahan continued his doctoral studies in Scriptures at Fordham
University in the Bronx, New York, USA. In May 1998, upon
successfully defending his doctoral dissertation “Third Corinthians:
Reclaiming Paul for Orthodox Christianity,” Fr. Vahan earned his
Ph.D. degree in Biblical Studies from Fordham University.
Fr. Vahan has been serving the Armenian Church since his childhood
years, first as an acolyte then as a subdeacon, deacon and assistant
organist at the St. Gregory Cathedral of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church in Baghdad, Iraq. Upon his graduation from St. Nersess and
St. Vladimir’s seminaries, Fr. Vahan joined the Monastic Order of
Holy Etchmiadzin and was ordained celibate priest, Apegha, in 1990.
Four years later he was elevated to the rank of Vartabed (Doctor of
Faith). The rank of Dzayrakuyn Vartabed (Chief Doctor of Faith) was
bestowed upon him in 2006, after successfully defending his
Dzayrakuyn Vartabedagan thesis, “The New Testament Apocrypha
in the Armenian Church,” in Armenian in the Gevorkian Theological
Seminary in Etchmiadzin, Armenia. Fr. Vahan is the author of

numerous articles and books in the fields of biblical studies, theology
and Armenian Church history. His doctoral dissertation was
published by Peter Lang Inc., in New York (2000). Among his other
publications are the book, In Remembrance of the Lord: Biblical
Introduction, Historical Review and Contemporary Commentary,
commissioned by Abp. Khajag Brasamian, the primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (2008); Exegesis and
Hermeneutics in the Churches of the East (2009); and The Old
Testament As Authoritative Scripture in the Churches of the East
(2010). He is also the General Editor of the Bible in the Christian
Orthodox Tradition series for Peter Lang Publishers. By the invitation
of His Holiness Karekin II, Fr. Vahan organized and chaired the very
first international conference on the Armenian Bible held in Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin in October 2005.
Fr. Vahan is a member of many academic and ecclesiastical
organizations including the “Orthodox Theological Society in
America,” “Association pour l'étude de la littérature apocryphe
chrétienne,” “Association Internationale des Études Arméniennes,”
and the “Society of Biblical Literature,” where he serves as the
chairman of the unit, “Bible in the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox
Traditions.” Upon his ordination to the priesthood, Fr. Vahan briefly
served at the Armenian Diocese of Iraq in Baghdad and Mosul. In the
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America he served as the
visiting parish priest of Holy Cross, New York (1991-92), the Acting
Canon Sacrist of St. Vartan Cathedral (1992-93), the pastor of St.
Leon Armenian Church in Fair Lawn, New Jersey (1993-99), the
Interim Dean of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in New Rochelle,
New York (1999-2000), and the Pastor of the Armenian Church of the
Holy Martyrs (2000-2010). He holds a visiting professorship at the
Georgian Court University in Lakewood, New Jersey, the St. Nersess
Armenian Seminary and the Seminary of the Coptic Archdiocese in
Cedar Grove, New Jersey. In 2009, Fr. Vahan was inducted in the
Theta Alpha Kappa National Honor Society for Religious Studies and
Theology, for teaching excellence.
Fr. Vahan was elected Primate of the Armenian Church in the United
Kingdom on the 14th of December 2009 and his election was ratified
by His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of All
Armenians, on 29th of December 2009.
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREAT BRITAIN
Fog;,norf Wafan ?1 Wrd1 |owfannhs;an4
A5a=nord ;u Fa\rap;takan Patouirak

Very Reverend Vahan Hovhanessian, Ph.D.
Primate and Pontifical Legate
Fauataz;al
Britanio\4

;u

Sir;z;al

Vo[owourd

Fa\oz

M;/n

M;r fog;uor kocman a5aq;louj;an a\s nor fangrouanin4
orphs norentir A5a=nord M;/n Britanio\4 Astou/o\
8a5q ;u gofoujiun talow ke ,norfauor;m ;x bolord m;r
Tiro= ;u *rkcin sourb \arouj;an 7rfn;al ;u 7rfnab;r
t7nin a5ijow!
Qristosi fra,a8a5 \aroujiune gagajnakhtn h ir
;5am;a\ throunakan a5aq;louj;an ;u qaroxouj;anz4
oronz ibr;u fimq ke fandisanar Astoua/a\in shrn ou
o[orma/oujiune m;xi fandhp! No\n shrn hr or m[;z
Am;nakal Astou/o\ st;[/;lou m;x ;u m;r /no[n;rn ou
na.afa\r;re ;u [rk;l m;xi m;r fauatqe a5a=nordo[
margarhn;rn
ou
a5aq;aln;re
;u
w;rstin
fra,agor/ouj;amb st;[/;l k;nsatou Astoua/a,ounce!
ar];al no\n shrn hr or a5a=nord;z m;r Thre giu[h giu[
;u qa[aqh qa[aq4 m;r 8rkouj;an bari loure
au;taran;lou ir k;nsatou patgamn;row4 bV,k;lou
srtow
b;koua/n;re
;u
k;anq
,norf;lou
ir
fauataz;aln;roun! I w;r=o\ no\n sirow h or an
kamauorabar endoun;z .aci carcaranqn ou mafe!
Afa Astoua/a\in a\d isk st;[/agor/ ;u k;narar siro\n
masin |owfannhs Au;taranice k#andrada5na\ es;low1
9Astoua/ a\nqan sir;z a,.arfe4 or minc;u angam touau
ir mia/in ordin4 orphsxi ow or fauata\ anor3 ckorsoui4
fapa
\auit;nakan k;anq oun;na\0 (|owf1 33 16)!
Ardar;u fauatal Qristosin ;u endounil ir .ac;loujiunn
ou mafe orphs Astoua/a\in xofab;roujiun m;r
8rkouj;an famar ke da5na\ mi=oze m;r arVananalou
\auit;nakan k;anqin!
Xatike4 sir;li fauataz;aln;r4 Astoua/a\in siro\n
\a[janakin t7nn h! Qristosi |arouj;amb3 lo\se
\a[janak;z .auarin4 barin3 carin4 shre3 at;louj;an4
na.an]ouj;an ;u paraktoumin ;u k;anqe3 mafouan!
M;r Thre m;x ke \ordorh es;low1 9Nor patouiran me
koutam ];xi sir;zhq xirar4 incphs ;s ];x sir;zi4 douq al
sir;zhq xirar! Asow bolore piti gitnan jh im
f;t;uordn;rs hq ;jh shr oun;naq irarou fandhp0 (|owf1
133
34-35)!
F;t;uabar
sir;lin;r4
orphs
fa\
qriston;an;r4 ;u fauatauor va5angordn;re m;r
pan/ali na.afa\r;rou fauatqin4 Xatike4 k;narar ;u
fog;norog t7n ke da5na\ iuraqanciuris ;u m;r

Fog;norog ;u garnanab;r Xatkouan a\s t7nin4 a[7j;nq
a5 Astoua/ or Ir Mia/in Orduo\n |arouj;an
t7na.mboujiune m;r fama\nqin ;u entaniqn;roun ;u
manauand iuraqanciuris fogin;roun ;u srt;roun mh=
\arouzanh a\d no\n Astoua/a\in shre4 w;ranorog;low m;r
k;anqi
n;rkan
;u
psak;low
galiq
tarin;re
.a[a[ouj;amb ;u \a=o[oujiunn;row!
9*a5q |arouj;an Qo4 Thr!0
O[=ouniu siro\ ;u 7rfnouj;amb
F1 Wafan ?1 Wrd1 |owfannhs;an
A5a=nord Fa\oz M;/n Britanio\
4 April4 2010
Lonton4 Anglia

îÜúðÐÜ¾ø

HOME BLESSING

Àëï Ù»ñ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ¹³ñ³õáñ ·»Õ»óÇÏ »õ µ³ñ»å³ßï
³õ³Ý¹áõÃ»³Ýª ³ÛÝ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÝ»ñÁ áñáÝù êáõñµ ¼³ïÇÏÇ
ïûÝÇÝ ³éÃÇõ ïÝûñÑÝ¿ù ÏÁ ÷³÷³·ÇÝ, ÃáÕ µ³ñ»Ñ³×ÇÝ
Ñ»é³Ó³ÛÝ»É »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ·ñ³ë»Ý»³ÏÁª 020 9737 0152:

According to the centuries-old beautiful and pious traditions
of the Armenian people, families who wish to have their
homes blessed for the major feast day of Easter, please notify
the Vicarage at 020 7937 0152.

êàÆð´ ¶ÆðøÆ êºðîàÔàÆÂº²Ü ÊàÆØ´

BIBLE DISCUSSION

àõñ³ËáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ Û³Ûï³ñ³ñ»Ýù áñ ºñ»ùß³µÃÇª ²åñÇÉ
13¬¿Ý ëÏë»³É ß³µ³Ã³Ï³Ý êáõñµ ·ÇñùÇ ë»ñïáÕáõÃ»³Ý
ËáõÙµ ÙÁ åÇïÇ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåÇ Ð. ì³Ñ³Ý Ì. ìñ¹. ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³ÝÇ
Ñáí³Ý³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ:
ÊáõÙµÇ
Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÁ
åÇïÇ
áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñ»Ý
²ëïí³Í³ßáõÝãÇ
½³Ý³½³Ý
·Çñù»ñÁ,
ëÏë»Éáí Ø³ïÃ¿áëÇ ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý¿Ý: Ð³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÁ ï»ÕÇ åÇïÇ
áõÝ»Ý³Û Å³ÙÁ 7:30¬ÇÝª êáõñµ ê³ñ·Çë ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ñáíáõ³ï³Ý
Ù»ç: êÇñáí ÏÁ ï»Õ»Ï³óÝ»Ýù »õ Ññ³íÇñ»Ýù Ù»ñ µ³ñ»å³ßï
ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á Ý»ñÏ³Û ·ïÝáõ»Éáõ »õ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»Éáõ:
Ú³õ»É»³É ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ Ñ³Ù³ñª

We are happy to announce the launching of a new Bible Study
group in London. Starting on Tuesday, 13 April 2010, our
Primate, Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, will be leading a weekly
Bible reading and discussion group. The group will meet
every Tuesday evening at 7:30 PM in the Vicarage. Following a brief introduction by Fr. Vahan, those joining us will
read and discuss the Gospel of Matthew. All are welcome.
You do not have to be a biblical scholar or a theologian to join
us. Refreshments will be served. For further information or to
be added to our mailing list for future events please e-mail:
programs@armenianchurch.co.uk.

programs@armenianchurch.co.uk.
4

entaniqn;rou faraxatn;roun4 mia\n ou mia\n ;jh a\d
t7ne endouninq orphs Astou/o\ siro\n gagajnakht
arta\a\toujiune m;xi famar4 ;u =ananq a\d sirow mnal
;u go\at;u;l m;r fama\nqa\in ;u enk;ra\in k;anqin mh=!
Qristos ir k;nza[ow4 qaroxouj;amb4 a5aq;louj;amb4
carcaranqow4 .ac;louj;amb4 ;u manauand mafouamb ;u
\arouj;amb4 y,marit siro\n \stak 7rinake jo[ouz m;xi!
Ir |arouj;an t7ne4 f;t;uabar tar;kan Astoua/a\in
frauhr me ke fandisana\ iuraqanciuris no\n sirow
apr;lou ;u \arab;r;lou irarou f;t!
S1 P7[osn al k#andrada5na\ Astoua/a\in no\n siro\n
masin es;low1 9 jh margarhouj;an parg;ue oun;nam4
kar;nam bolor .orfourdn;rou .orqe ja8anz;l ;u fasnil
ambo[=akan gitouj;an4 ;u no\nisk l;5n;re t;[a8o.;lou
x7rauor fauatq oun;nam ba\z shr coun;nam4 ocinc
k#arV;m0 (A1 Kornj1 133 2)! St;[/agor/oujiune patya5o[
;u m;r 8rkoujiune iragor/o[ Astoua/a\in a\d shre
oun;zo[ an]e4 k#esh dar];al A5aq;ale 9famb;ratar
k#ella\ ;u qa[zrabaro\4 ci na.an]ir4 ci go5oxanar4 ci
fpartanar4 anpat,ay warmounq coun;nar4 mia\n
inqxinq ci mta/;r4 barkouj;amb ci grg5ouir4 caroujiun
ci .orfir4 anirauouj;an wra\ coura.anar a\l3
oura.akiz k #ella\ y,martouj;an! Shr oun;zo[e mi,t ke
xi=i4 mi,t ke fauata\4 mi,t ke \ousa\ ;u mi,t ke
famb;rh0 (A1 Kornj1 133 4-7)!
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREAT BRITAIN
Fog;,norf Wafan ?1 Wrd1 |owfannhs;an4
A5a=nord ;u Fa\rap;takan Patouirak

Very Reverend Vahan Hovhanessian, Ph.D.
Primate and Pontifical Legate
Dear and Faithful Armenians of Great Britain,

as Armenian Christians and faithful inheritors of the faith of our great
forefathers, Easter becomes a life-giving and spirit-renewing feast to
As I start this new phase in my ministry as the Primate of the
each and everyone of us and to the members of our families, as well
Armenian Church of Great Britain, it is with thanksgiving to the Lord
as the entire community, only if we truly understand that this feast day
that I convey to you all my best wishes for the blessed feast of the
is the ultimate act of God’s love for us, and if we try our best to share
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
that love with each other. Through His life, preaching, ministry,
The miraculous resurrection of our Lord is the climaxing event in His suffering, crucifixion and especially death and resurrection, Christ
three-year ministry and preaching on this earth. The foundations of left us a memento of this true love. The feast of His resurrection,
His ministry, teachings and miraculous death and resurrection were therefore, is an annual divine invitation to each and every one of us to
His divine love and mercy towards all mankind.
base our life and interactions on the same love.
It was this love that inspired God to create us, our parents and our St. Paul reflects upon this divine love saying, “if I have prophetic
forefathers of generations past. It was with this love in mind that He powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
sent the prophets and the Apostles to guide us in our faith, and all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
miraculously to give birth to the Holy Scripture. It was the same love nothing” (1 Cor 13:2). The one who truly possesses that life-giving
also that led our Lord from village to village and city to city, preach- and salvation-realizing love, says the apostle Paul, “is patient; kind;
ing the Good News of our salvation, healing the sick and granting life not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude; does not insist on his own
to the faithful. Finally, it was the same love that led Him to suffer on way; is not irritable or resentful; does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
the cross – the ultimate sacrifice –and His eventual death.
rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
The Evangelist John reflects upon God’s life-giving and creative love things, endures all things” (1 Cor 13:4-7).
saying, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Let us pray to God on this life-renewing and Spring-welcoming feast
Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal of Easter, that our celebrations of the resurrection of His only-begotlife” (John 3:16). Indeed, believing in Christ and accepting His ten Son may resurrect in our community, families and our own hearts
crucifixion and death as the divine sacrifice for our redemption and and souls the same divine love, renewing our lives and crowning the
salvation remains our only hope for becoming worthy of the everlast- coming years with peace, health, happiness and success.
ing life.
“Glory to your resurrection, O Lord.”
Easter, therefore, is the feast of the victory of God’s love. Through the
With blessings and greetings of love,
resurrection of Christ, light eradicated darkness, good conquered evil,
life destroyed death and love overcame hatred, jealousy and divisions.
Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, Primate
The Armenian Church of Great Britain
Our Lord exhorts us saying, “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 29 March 2010
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you London, UK
have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). Therefore, dear faithful,
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95th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
1915 - 2010

PROGRAMME OF COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS
Friday 16 April 2010, 7:30 pm

Organised by Music of Armenia

THE VOICE OF DUDUK
St Ethelburga’s Centre, 78 Bishops Gate, EC2N 4AG
Saturday 17 April 2010, 4:00 pm
Unveiling of Commemorative Plaque and Blessing of Commemorative Tree
planted in memory of the victims of the Armenian Genocide
Ealing Green, the corner of Bond Street and High Street
5 minutes walk from Ealing Broadway station
Organised by the ACCC
Sunday 18 April 2010, 12:30 pm

Organised by Hamazkayin UK

“APRIL” The play by Vardouhi Varderesyan & Aram Hovanessyan.
Waterman’s Theatre, 40 High Street, Brentford, TW8 0DS
Thursday 22 April 2010 at 7.30 pm
Organised by RP Musical Management
Spring Remembrance Concert
In Memory of Armenian Victims of 1915 Genocide
St. John’s, Smith Square, London SW1

Friday 23 April 2010 4.00pm to 9.00pm
organised by the AYF-UK
SILENT VIGIL in front of the Turkish Embassy
Belgrave Square London
Saturday 24 April 2010, 2:00 pm

Annual Commemorative March
Assembly by the Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Moscow Road, Bayswater, London, W2 4LQ
End at the Cenotaph with prayers
Organised by ACCC & CRAG

Saturday 24 April 2010 6.00 pm

'HOKEHANKIST' Requiem Service at St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens, Kensington, London W8 6TP

Sunday 25 April 2010, 11:00 am

Commemorative Requiem Mass
at St Yeghiche Church
Cranley Gardens, Kensington, SW7 3BB
Presided over by Very Reverend Father Vahan
Sunday 25 April 2010, 8:00 pm

Commemorative Evening at St Yeghiche Church
Organised by the ACCC for the community
Saturday 22 May 2010 7:30pm
Khachaturian Trio Concert

Organised by AGBU London

St Yeghiche Church Hall, Cranley Gardens, London SW7 3BB
6
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cooperation with the Tufenkian Foundation, BAKC is currently
raising funds to renovate 25 run-down houses in the village of
Getap. The cost to bring each house to a habitable condition is
around £2000.
The Kashatagh Committee commenced its fundraising campaign by spreading bulletin news, messages, presenting docuKashatagh is the region which connects Artsakh to Armenia mentaries and lectures to UK Armenians since October 2009
and is one of the poorest regions. The current inhabitants of and is grateful to those donors who have contributed generousKashatagh region are formed, in part, of veterans of the Art- ly. The contributions collected to-date amounts to £31.370
sakh war. They live in an impover(thirty one thousand pounds +) which will
ished state in these ancestral lands
look after the renovation of many of the
which need to be protected and cultihouses in Getap Village; however this sum
vated for future generations. Howevis well below the anticipated target to renoer, this part of Artsakh is in desperate
vate all 25 houses which was the initial aim
need of our help to be rebuilt.
of the committee that chose this village in
particular. In order to move ahead and comMost, if not all, of the inhabitants in the
mence the renovations during the summer
villages live in worn torn houses with
in preparation for coming winter, and pendliving conditions well below the poving logistical conditions, it is anticipated to
erty line. The region is in dire need for
make the first money transfer soon. The
funding to undertake infrastructure
renovation works will be managed and
projects, transport, medical, educamonitored by the Tufenkian Foundation.
tional, wellbeing and agricultural
projects in order to relieve the population from the daily hard With the full hearted participation of our community and even
living conditions, examples of which are sending a child to the with the minimal amounts, we can complete the renovation of
nearest village for schooling, or commuting for at least three the remaining houses and pay our duty to homeland.
hours to reach a nurse or transporting a bucket of water from
the hills.
Aid Kashatagh Committee is appealing to our community to
raise funds from individuals and organizations. Your contribuThe British Armenian Kashatagh Campaign (BAKC) is a com- tion would offer much hope to the revitalisation programs of
mittee formed by the ACCC and supported by a number of this land. By sponsoring the renovation of a home, you are not
organisations of our community. Through a house renovation just contributing to a cause; but you are giving a real family a
project, BAKC aims to help improve the living conditions of the chance of a better life. Above all, you are contributing to our
villagers living in the Kashatagh region of Artsakh. Working in future on those lands.
Please be generous and make your contributions as much as you can by a cheque payable to:
“ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh” - P.O. Box 46207, London, W5 2YE

Appeal for Aid Kashatagh
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
E-mail (optional) or phone number: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amount of Donation: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please make a cheque payable to “ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh” and send to:
P.O. Box 46207, London, W5 2YE via regular post. A receipt will be posted to you. Thank you.
The British-Armenian Kashatagh Campaign is organised and facilitated by the Armenian Community & Church Council of
Great Britain (ACCC of GB) in association with the Tufenkian Foundation of N.Y.
Supporters of this campaign are: Armenian Medical Association. (AMA), Armenian Youth Federation (AYF), Friends of
Armenia, Hamazkayin Cultural Society, Armenian Relief Society (ARS), Homenetmen, Land & Culture Organisation (LCO)
Hon President: His Grace Bishop Nathan Hovannisian - Chairman: Mr. Viken Haladjian - Secretary: Ms. Anie Keshishian
Treasurer: Dr. Setrag Karanfilian
Correspondences should be sent to: Aid Kashatagh, c/o ACCC of GB, P.O. Box 46207, London W5 2YE
Hamaink • 2010/1
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The Armenian Community and Church Council of Great Britain
would like to congratulate the Armenian Relief Society on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of its establishment.
Established at the most difficult time in the recent history of the
Armenian people, the Armenian Relief Society played a fundamental and crucial role in bringing much needed humanitarian relief to
innumerable Armenians, most of whom were displaced survivors of
the first Genocide of the 20th Century.
We note with deep appreciation, the expansion of the ARS through
the 20th Century by the establishment of branches in 26 Countries
throughout the World, and thus catering for the social, educational,
health and welfare needs of Armenian communities throughout the
Diaspora. In recent times, the Society’s activities have extended to

the Republic of Armenia where the Society actively initiates specific
programmes for furthering educational and cultural activities
through the establishment and financial support of kindergartens,
summer camps, schools and scholarship programmes, and especially by their programme of special care and financial support of
Armenian orphans and children of needy families.
We congratulate the United Kingdom Branch of the ARS for the
dedicated and energetic work it carries out in the United Kingdom to
raise funds to contribute to the work carried on by the Society and
we wish the Armenian Relief Society every success in the future.
Ara H Palamoudian
Chairman
Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain
·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃÇõÝÁ áõ å³ï·³ÙÁ£ ØÏñïÇã»³Ý, Çñ ËûëùÇ
í»ñç³õáñáõÃ»³Ý µ³ñÓñ ·Ý³Ñ³ï»Éáí µáÉáñ ³Ý¹³ÙáõÑÇÝ»ñáõ
³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ
Ù³ëÝ³õáñ
ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ
Û³ÛïÝ»ó
ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý ËÝ³Ù³Ï³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ, µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñáõÝ ¢ ³ÛÉ
Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ÏáóÝ»ñáõÝ áñáÝù ß³ñáõÝ³Ï Ý»óáõÏ Ï³Ý·Ý³Í »Ý
ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý Çñ»Ýó ëñï³µáõË ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí£

Ð³Û ú·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ØÇáõÃ»³Ý
Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ Ø»ÏáõëÇ Ø³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ
Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå³Í ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉáõÃÇõÝ
ÎÇñ³ÏÇ, 21 ö»ïñáõ³ñ 2010, Ð³Û ú·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ØÇáõÃ»³Ý
Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ Ø»ÏáõëÇ Ø³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ í³ñãáõÃÇõÝÁ
ï»ÕõáÛë Ü³õ³ë³ñ¹»³Ý Ï»¹ñáÝÇ ëñ³ÑÇÝ Ù¿ç, Ù»Í ßáõùáí
Ï³ï³ñ»ó ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ ÝáõÇñáõ³Í ÐúØ-Ç 100-³Ù»³ÏÇ
ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ µ³óÙ³Ý£ ²Ûë ³éÃÇõ
Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ³Í ¿ñ ×áË ÑÇõñ³ëÇñáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ áñáõÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û
¿ÇÝ ÐÐ ¸»ëå³Ýª ïûù. ì³Ñ¿ ¶³µÇ¿É»³Ý ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ
Çñ ïÇÏÝáç, ·³ÕáõÃÇë Ýáñ å³ßïûÝ ëï³ÝÓÝ³Í Ñá·»õáñ
³é³çÝáñ¹ª Ì³Ûñ³·áÛÝ í³ñ¹³å¿ï Ñ³Ûñ ì³Ñ³Ý
ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³Ý, ßñç³ÝÇë ùáÛñ ÙÇáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ »õ, ³ÛÉ
Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñ, ·³ÕáõÃÇë
»ñ»õ»ÉÇ ¹»Ùù»ñ, ËÝ³Ù³Ï³ÉÝ»ñ áõ ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý ³Ý¹³ÙáõÑÇÝ»ñ£

ÐÚ¸ ÈáÝïáÝÇ ÏáÙÇï¿áõÃ»³Ý ËûëùÁ ÷áË³Ýó»ó îûù. Ðñ³ã
äûÕáë»³Ý áñÁ Ù»Í³å¿ë ³ñÅ»õáñ»Éáí ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý 100-³Ù»³Û
»ñÃÁ å³ï·³Ù»ó ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»É ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ áõÅ»ñáõ
³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý É³ñáõÙáí Ç Ýå³ëï Ù»ñ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ
µ³ñ»É³õÙ³Ý áõ ½³ñ·³óÙ³Ý£ ºïùÁ Êûëù»ñ ³éÇÝ Ý³¢
Ð³Ù³½·³ÛÇÝÇ ²ï»Ý³å»ï äñÝ. Ð³Û³ëï³Ý ì³ñ¹³Ý»³Ý,
ÐØÀØ ÈáÝ¹áÝÇ ßñç³ÝÇ í³ñãáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇã ùáÛñ
²É»Ýáõß ²õ³Ý¿ë»³Ý áõ ·³ÕáõÃÇë Ñá·»õáñ ³é³çÝáñ¹ª Ñ³Ûñ
ì³Ñ³Ý Ì. í³ñ¹³å¿ïª ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³Ý£
Êûëù»ñáõ ß³ñ³ÝÇ Ý³Ëù³Ý ³õ³ñïÁ ûñáõ³Û ËûëÝ³ÏÁª êÇÉí³
´»ßÇñ»³Ý
Ññ³áõÇñ»ó
Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ
ÑÇÙÝ³¹Çñ
³Ý¹³ÙáõÑÝ»ñ¿Ý ¼³å¿É Ø³É³ëÁ ÷áË³Ýó»Éáõ ÙÇáõÃ¿Ý³Ï³Ý
Çñ ÷áñÓ³éáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ²Ý ÙÇáõÃ»Ý³Ï³Ý Çñ ³Ýó»³ÉÁ ³ãùÇ
³éÝ»Éáí Ûáñ¹áñ»ó áõ ù³ç³É»ñ»ó ÉáÝïáÝ³µÝ³Ï Ñ³Û ÏÝáç
ÙÇ³Ý³Éáõ ÐúØ-Ç ß³ñù»ñáõÝ£ ì»ñçÇÝ ËûëùÁ í»ñ³å³Ñáõ³Í ¿ñ
³ÛÉ ÙÇáõÃ»Ý³Ï³ÝÇ ÙÁª Ðñ³Ýáõß ²Ã³Ýáë»³ÝÇÝ áñÁ ÷áùñ
ï³ñÇù¿Ý ÁÉÉ³Éáí ÐúØ-Ç å³ñÙ³ÝáõÑÇ »ñÏ³ñ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ Çñ
Ûáõß»ñ¿Ý Ñå³ñï³ÉÇ ¹ñáõ³·Ý»ñ ÷áË³Ýó»ó Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñáõÝ£

àõñ³Ë ¢ µ³ñÓñ ïñ³Ù³¹ñáõÃ»³Ùµ Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñÁ í³Û»É»óÇÝ
úñáõ³Û ËûëÝ³ÏÁ, êÇÉí³ ´»ßÇñ»³Ýª µ³óáõ³Í Û³Ûï³ñ³ñ»Éáí
ÑÇõñ³ëÇñáõÇõÝÁ£
ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ
Ññ³áõÇñ»ó
Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ
³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇª Ø³ÃÇÉ¹³ ØÏñïÇã»³ÝÇÝ ÷áË³Ýó»Éáõ, ²Ûë ³éÃÇõ »Õ³Ý ¹³ñ³¹³ñÓÇ ßÝáñÑ³õáñ³ÝùÇ Ëûëù»ñ áõ
Ñ³ÏÇñ×
·ÇÍ»ñáõ
Ù¿ç,
ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý
å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝÁ, ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ£

ARS Exhbition
On 29 November 2009 in the Navasartian Centre in London, an
Exhibition of Hand crafts took place organized by the Armenian
Relief Society of
Great Britain.
The
exhibition
consisted of old
items
of
embroidery and
needlework, all of
which were of the
highest quality,
and
gave
a
unique
opportunity for
the community
members to view
the exhibits. The opening address of the sub committee
responsible for the exhibition stated that the intention was for
these unique items of hand crafts to be taken “out of the

8

Hamaink • 2010/1

cupboard” from people’s personal possessions and to be
viewed by the public, especially by the youth. By showing
these few items which have survived, it is important for the
youth of today to appreciate the cultural items that were lost in
the deportations and genocide of 1915 and the years that
followed. It is interesting that our small community in London
had amassed and preserved such a rich variety of centuries old
hand crafts, ranging from works originating in Armenia to the
Middle East, from India to Argentina.
One of the most unique items exhibited was a Bishops Robe
(Pilon) donated by H G Bishop Nathan Hovhanessian, which
was made of intricate silk patterns in India over 100 years ago.
The oldest exhibit of needlecraft dated back to 1850.
The work of the Armenian Relief Society Committee and the
Ungerouhis organising the exhibition was appreciated and
commended by all the guests and the London Armenians at
large. The hall was filled by visitors of all ages and interests.
On the eve of the centenary of the Armenian Relief Society in
2010 this was an important and unique opportunity to
recognize the work of members and Armenian women in
general.

Armenian identity and heritage, particularly through Armenians
between the ages of 22 and 40. Fulfilling the mission of AGBU,
young professionals around the world share a unified goal to network
The AGBU Europe Board’s first meeting of 2010 was held on and partner with fellow professionals and like-minded organisations
January 23 at London’s “Armenian House” - a symbolic place that to develop projects in their communities, in Armenia and Karabagh.
AGBU’s Goriz (New Leaders) programme has the following guiding
brings together the entire Armenian community.
The central Board of the Armenian General Benevolent Union principles:
established AGBU Europe on January 1st 2008, almost two years ago,
“Seeker” of talent, “think-tank” and “facilitator”
for coordinating and developing the Pan-European activities of the
Attract individuals as potential leaders
organisation.
Leverage AGBU know-how, contacts and resources
The chairman opened the meeting, by introducing all the delegates
Accompany the individual by giving him/her access to
who had travelled some long distances from all corners of Europe to
information, network, training and project support
be present, then giving a brief
Another area of focus for AGBU is
background history and setting
research and heritage. For example,
out current activities and future
Armenian monumental religious and civil
projects of AGBU.
heritage throughout Europe, particularly
All AGBU chapters share a
those threatened by neglect and
common goal to preserve and
destruction, are sought and preserved as
promote the Armenian identity
are photographs and written heritage of
and heritage through educational,
the 19th and 20th centuries throughout
cultural
and
humanitarian
Diaspora.
programmes.
In terms of European politics, AGBU
Within this framework, AGBU
Europe works to educate European
Europe will promote important
institutions on issues critical to European
initiatives in areas as diverse as
Armenians. It also aims to strengthen the
academic research, culture,
position and the development of the
education
and
Armenian
Republic of Armenia by operating at the
language tuition, youth activities,
European level on global issues and
leadership training, European politics and preservation and promotion
bringing together prominent members of the Armenian communities
of Armenian heritage.
in Europe as contributors to its strategy. AGBU Europe is also
First, AGBU considers the situation in Nagorno Karabagh as the key
involved in the pre-electoral campaign before European elections
issue for both Armenians living there and the Diaspora as a whole.
posing questions for each political party on topics ranging from
AGBU’s objectives are to improve the living conditions in NK and to
EU-Armenia relations to the Karabakh conflict resolution and the
use European political leverage to ensure the war does not resume and
Armenian Genocide recognition.
peaceful conditions prevail.
If you wish to have more information about AGBU’s excellent work
Among other highlighted issues was youth leadership development.
around the world and Armenia then please check their website
AGBU ‘young professionals’ is a growing network of young
www.agbu.org.uk and follow the relevant links.
professionals and supporters around the world who promote the

AGBU in Europe

Community members that helped shape our community
From this issue onwards, Hamaink will be publishing biographies of past members of our community who shaped the UK Armenian
Community as we know it. As the Haydoon’s 50th Anniversary is approaching and we have an article about the Haydoon in this issue, we
thought the most appropriate person to be remembered fist is Dr. Grikor Gorgodian for his lifetime service to our community.

Dr. Grikor Gorgodian
One of the most respected names for
the past and current generation.
Born in Sebastia in 1909 and after the
genocide grew up in Lebanon’s Jibeli
Orphanage. Dr Gordogian graduated
from American University of Beirut as
dental surgeon at 1936. He worked as a
dental surgeon in the Far East and India
and during the Second World War he
served in the British Army as a dental
surgeon. Towards the end of the war in
1947, he came to London and started
his own dental surgery, next door to a
building where some years later it
became to be known as Armenian House, and lived in London till his
final days.
Dr. Gorgodian was well known for his generosity and kindness as an
individual and as a dedicated Armenian community member who

has had one ambition - to serve Armenians.
Dr. Gorgodian was a member of the Armenian Community Council
and a member of Armenian House Trust. In fact, Aremnian House in
essence was his second home.
Dr. Gorgodian married Mrs. Anahid Gorgodian, who is also well
known not just as Mrs. Gorgodian but a person who had also served
our community throughout her entire life. She is a well known
community member who until recently was a member of the
Aremnian House Trust. Dr. Gorgodian’s work for our community
was followed by Mrs Anahid as his early and sad departure from this
world left a profound sadness and vacuum in our community life.
Dr. Gorgodian- having surviving the genocide, having grown up an
orphan and having lived in far parts of the world, deeply felt and
understood what being an Armenian is and wholeheartedly dedicated
himself to service of other fellow Armenians.
These few lines are unable to reflect the work and the service of this
great man and we hope that the above will bring about some reflection
in our community members’ memories in recognition of his dedicated
efforts contributing to essential services we receive and enjoy to this
day.
Hamaink • 2010/1
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Parajanov Festival
he atmosphere at St Yeghishe Armenian Church was exceptionally
warm and full of joy on Saturday, 27th February 2010. The concert
organised by ACCC was a tribute to Sergei Parajanov's life and work.
This concert was one of many events of the Parajanov Festival 2010
London/Bristol.
The programme of the evening was very interesting and it started with
a welcome note and an introduction "Who is Sergei Parajanov" by
Nouritza Matossian. Anais Heghoyan's beautiful rendition of Verdi
and Bartevian followed. She currently studies at the Royal College of
Music's international Opera School, and has had many successes in
the past few years.
Anais
was
accompanied
by
Joseph Ramadan.
Kristina Arakelyan, a
15-year-old composer
and
pianist
who
attends the famous
Purcell School of
Music performed three
of her compositions;
"The
Sea",
"The
Clown" and "Melody
in the Mist". The latter
piece is a winner of
various competitions
including overall Cup
Winner of European
Piano
Teacher's
Association
Composition
Competition
2009.
Once again, Kristina's
performances
enchanted
the
members
of
the
audience.
Telmann Guzhevsky
continued the evening
with an impressive
interpretation
of
Stanislao Gastaldon
and Komitas. He was
accompanied
by
Pavel
Timofeevsky
who
later
beautifully
performed Chopin's
Nocturne.Next on the
programme was a presentation by Leila Alexander Gareth
"Paradjanov festival 2010", who invited everybody to attend all other
events of the festival.

A slide-show and photo illustrations of Paradjanov presented by Yuri
Mechitov followed. A close friend of Parajanov, Juri shared his
memories of the Maestro.
Tigran Aleksanyan, duduk, and Ara Bedrosyan, dhol, brilliantly
performed 3 pieces by Sayat Nova. A documentary film of
Paradjanov's films and interviews was shown to give us a glimpse of
his creative mind and personality. The evening was concluded by a
Ukrainian choir, conducted by Petro Kochanskyi. They sang
mesmerising Ukrainian folk songs.
The concert was a big success and received a lot of positive feedback.
It once again reminded us that Armenian talents are never ending...

Gayane Selimyan

The Bells Ring Out for Narek Bell Choir
In January we played host to a unique instrumental group who gave
us a new and inspiring sound to our beautiful divine liturgy and
Armenian folk music.
Narek Bell Choir is the first choir of its kind, founded in 2000 under

the Artistic Director Maestro Leon Khoja-Eynatyan and with the
blessings of the pastor, Rev. Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian of St. Mary
Armenian Church in Washington DC. Their instrument of choice are
hand bells, which the young group of seven members have perfected
touring all over America and parts of Europe sharing their music.
Following a performance in Paris, the group came to London for the
first time and we were happy to have them.
On January 9th, the Choir gave us an evening concert at St Yeghiche
which showcased their amazing talent, playing our traditional
Armenian melodies with such elegance and in a way we had never
heard them before. It was particularly special being Christmas and
hearing the sound of bells ringing as a mark of celebration to the
birth of Christ. One piece was an ensemble they had arranged of
Christmas carols which was particularly impressive and uplifting.
On the following morning the young Armenians took part in the
Sunday service accompanying the St Yeghiche Church Choir,
combining the harmonies into something special and a real treat for
the congregation who were there to experience it.
We'd like to give a special thanks to Narek Bell Choir and hope they
will come back and visit us again soon.

Emma Kurdian

written as it was supposed to initially represent ‘honour’ which had
greater importance then as opposed to today.
However today’s version with sound alongside an English translation
demonstrates a more liberal aspect of the matter. As voices are more
On January 14th a presentation of the first English translation of the valued in society.
ancient Armenian play Namus was performed. The play was
I came to understand a deeper moral of the play as it explored and
presented by professional actors and members of the Armenian
evaluated issues such as arranged marriages, repression and violence
community at Hay Doon.
towards women and children.
Namus being the first Armenian silent black and white film is based
A good turnout to the rehearsal was no doubt an encouragement for
on the play by Alexander Shirvanzade. It illustrates the story of two
the actors of the Namus, who performed such an emotionally and
lovers who become the victims of prejudice and honour. We are
extraordinary piece, it almost felt as if one was experiencing it
shown how the destiny of two lovers who were engaged by their
personally.
families during their childhood becomes destroyed due to ‘honour’.
I spoke to one of the actors Amy Dawson who said “that they had only
Written 100 years ago, Namus (meaning a tradition of honour) is
ran over the play in total a couple of times, but she enjoyed every
demonstrated as the principle notion within the play.
The original silence of the film worked effectively for the time it was moment of it”.

Namus

Shaghik Beshirian
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»ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇ Ù»ç ë»ñÙ³ÝáõÙ ¨ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹áõÙ »Ý ÝíÇñí³ÍáõÃÛáõÝ
áõ ë»ñ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ ¨ ³½·Ç ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ:
àõñ³ËáõÃÛ³Ùµ ¨ Ù»Í Ñáõ½ÙáõÝùáí áõ Ñ³Ùá½ÙáõÝùáí å»ïù ¿
Ýß»Ù, áñ ¹³ñ»ñ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï ì³ñ¹³ÝÇ ¨ Ýñ³ ½ÇÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÇ
ù³çáõÃÛáõÝÁ, ËÇ½³ËáõÃÛáõÝÁ ¨ ÝíÇñí³ÍáõÃÛáõÝÁ ³Ûëûñ ¿É
¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÙ ¿ Ù»½ Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý á·áí ¨ áñÇ ßÝáñÑÇí
³Ûëûñ Ï³ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á, Ï³ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ, áõÝ»Ýù ³ÝÏ³Ë
å»ïáõÃÛáõÝ Çñ å»ï³Ï³Ý É»½íáí, ûñÑÝ»ñ·áí, ûñ»Ýë¹ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ
¨ Çñ µ³ó³éÇÏ Ùß³ÏáõÛÃáí…

ö»ïñí³ñÇ 14¬ÇÝ ¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ
ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ëñ³ÑáõÙ Ù»Í ³ßËáõÅáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ñ: êñ³ÑÇ å³ï»ñÇÝ
÷³Ïóí³Í ¿ÇÝ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ñ»ñáë ì³ñ¹³Ý Ø³ÙÇÏáÝÛ³ÝÇ ÝÏ³ñÁ,
²í³ñ³ÛñÇ ×³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÁ å³ïÏ»ñáÕ ÝÏ³ñÝ»ñ, å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý
¨ ³ÛÅÙÛ³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ù³ñï»½Ý»ñÁ, áñáÝù å³ïñ³ëï»É ¿ñ
ïÇÏ. ²ñ³ùë Ü³½³ñÛ³ÝÁ:
ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝáõÙ ïáÝáõÙ ¿ÇÝ ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ïáÝÁ:
²ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ §÷áùñÇÏ ì³ñ¹³ÝÝ»ñÁ¦, Ù»Í á·¨áñáõÃÛ³Ùµ
å³ïñ³ëïíáõÙ ¿ÇÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»É Çñ»Ýó »ÉáõÛÃÝ»ñÁ: ²Û¹
á·¨áñáõÃÛáõÝÝ áõ áõñ³ËáõÃÛáõÝÝ ³åñáõÙ ¿ÇÝ
áã ÙÇ³ÛÝ
at K.Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School
»ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÁ, ³ÛÉ Ý³¨ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñÝ áõ ÍÝáÕÝ»ñÁ:
Úáõñ³ù³ÝãÛáõñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ áõÝÇ Ñ»ñáëÝ»ñ, áñáÝù Ù³ñÙÝ³íáñáõÙ
»Ý Ýñ³Ý, ³ñï³Ñ³ÛïáõÙ »Ý Ýñ³ ÑáõÛ½»ñÁ, µ³ÕÓ³ÝùÝ»ñÁ ¨ 25 teachers at K.Tahta School have been awarded Teacher training
³ÝÝÏáõÝ Ï³ÙùÁ:
certificates for their skills in promoting SPOKEN ARMENIAN in

“I CAN SPEAK ARMENIAN”

their classrooms. In order to gain this recognition, both Eastern and
Western teachers worked together on lesson plans to include problemsolving activities and some very thought-provoking debates. It’s not
always that easy to weigh up the value of health and happiness, family
and friends. How do you rank them in order of importance in your
life?
Today K.Tahta School
teachers are keener than
ever before to encourage
young people to think
and
speak
for
themselves, to apply
critical thinking skills to
their everyday lives such
that they are able to
express
their
ideas
clearly
and
with
confidence. SPOKEN ARMENIAN is taught as a life-long skill.
Students learn the importance of respecting one another’s differing
views, of being able to agree to disagree when necessary.

Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ ûñÑ³ë³Ï³Ý å³Ñ»ñÇÝ Ýñ³Ýù Çñ»Ýó ÏÛ³ÝùÝ
³ÝÓÝáõñ³ó ÝíÇñáõÙ »Ý Ñ³ñ³½³ï ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ÷ñÏáõÃÛ³ÝÁª ûï³ñ
Ýí³×áÕÝ»ñÇó Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇ ÑáÕÇ ³½³ïáõÃÛ³Ý í»Ñ ·áñÍÇÝ: Ø»ñ
ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç Ñ³Ù³ñ ³Û¹åÇëÇ Ñ»ñáë ¿ ì³ñ¹³Ý Ø³ÙÇÏáÝÛ³ÝÁ:
Ð³Ý¹»ëÁ ëÏëí»ó ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ïÝûñÇÝáõÑÇ ïÇÏ èáõ½³ÝÝ³
Â³ÃáõÉÛ³ÝÇ Ëáëùáí: Ü³ ûñí³ ËáñÑáõñ¹Á ÷áË³Ýó»ó
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇÝ ¨ Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñÇÝ: ÆÝãå»ë Ý³¨ Ý³ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³í
Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ³ÛÝ Ñ»ñáëÝ»ñÇÝ, áñáÝó Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ëÇñáõÃÛ³Ý ¨
ÝíÇñí³ÍáõÃÛ³Ý ßÝáñÑÇí Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á ·áÛ³ï¨»É ¿:
ì»ó»ñáñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÇ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ª áõëáõóãáõÑÇ ïÇÏ ²ñÙÇÝ»
ê³ñ·ëÛ³Ý, í³éíáÕ ÙáÙ»ñáí Ùï³Ý ëñ³Ñ ¨ ÙáÙ»ñÇ ËáñÑñ¹³íáñ
Fortunately assessment has never been easier now that progress can
ÉáõÛëÇ
Ý»ñùá
Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñÇÝ
÷áË³Ýó»óÇÝ
ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó
be measured using The Languages Ladder, a government initiative.
å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ËáñÑáõñ¹Á. §Ø³Ñ áã ÇÙ³óÛ³É Ù³Ñ, Ù³Ñ ÇÙ³óÛ³É
Students are introduced to a set of ‘can do’ statements for each of the
³ÝÙ³ÑáõÃÛáõÝ¦:
²ÛÝáõÑ»ï¨ »ÉáõÛÃ áõÝ»ó³í ¹åñáóÇ »ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÁ ÈÇ¹Ç³
Ô³½³ñÛ³ÝóÇ Õ»Ï³í³ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ ¨ Â³Ù³ñ ØáíëÇëÛ³ÝÇ
Ýí³·³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ùµ: Üñ³Ýù Çñ»Ýó Ñ³ÕÃ³Ï³Ý ¨ ÝíÇñ³Ï³Ý
»ñ·»ñáí µÝáõÃ³·ñ»óÇÝ Ù»ñ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ñ»ñáëÇÝ áñå»ëª §ø³ç
ì³ñ¹³Ý, Î³ñÙÇñ ì³ñ¹³Ý, ²½ÝÇí ì³ñ¹³Ý¦:
Ð³çáñ¹³µ³ñ
Çñ»Ýó ·»Õ»óÇÏ
»ÉáõÛÃÝ»ñáí
Ñ³Ý¹»ë »Ï³Ý
¹åñáóÇ
ï³ñµ»ñ
¹³ë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÇ
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ,
ÛáÃ»ñáñ¹
¹³ë³ñ³Ý ïÇÏ
Ø³ñá
êÇÙáÝÛ³Ý,
ÇÝÝ»ñáñ¹
¹³ë³ñ³Ý ïÇÏ
Â³Ù³ñ
ØÇÝ³ëÛ³Ý, ß³ï ïå³íáñÇã Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»Éáí ì³ñ¹³Ý
Ø³ÙÇÏáÝÛ³ÝÇ ÝÏ³ñ³·ÇñÁ:
Ð³Ý¹»ëÝ ³é³í»É µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó ¹³ñÓñ»ó »ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ³Í ²í³ñ³ÛñÇ ×³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÇ å³ïÏ»ñÁª ²ñ³
¶¨áñ·Û³ÝÇ »ñ³ÅßïáõÃÛ³Ý Ý»ñùá: Ø»ñ ÷áùñÇÏ ù³ç ½ÇÝíáñÝ»ñÁ
³ÛÝå»ë ¿ÇÝ á·»ßÝãí³Í, áñ Çñ»Ýó Çñ³å»ë ½·áõÙ ¿ÇÝ ù³ç
ì³ñ¹³ÝÇ Ñ»ïÝáñ¹Ý»ñÁ: ´»Ù³¹ñáõÃÛáõÝÁ å³ïñ³ëï»É ¿ÇÝ ïÇÏ
Ä»ÝÛ³ Ü»ñëÇëÛ³ÝÁ, ïÇÏ Ðñ³Ýáõß ²Ã³ÝáëÛ³ÝÁ ¨ ïÇÏ ²Ç¹³
ºÕÇÏÛ³ÝÁ: Ð³Ý¹»ëÁ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåí³Í ¿ñ ·»Õ»óÇÏ ¨
µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó ¨ áñ ³Ù»Ý³Ï³ñ¨áñÝ ¿ ÝÙ³Ý ÙÇçáó³éáõÙÝ»ñÁ

four skills needed for language learning – Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. For Speaking skills these range in difficulty from, for
example, ‘I can ask and answer simple questions and talk about my
interests’ right up to ‘I can communicate with ease in both formal and
informal situations, using a wide range and variety of language
appropriately’. Using the steps set out by The Languages Ladder,
students
can monitor
their
own
progress at
every stage,
a process
which can
prove
highly motivating for
everyone
involved.
K. Tahta teachers now have a wider range of tools to provide
guidance for students and their parents concerning progress up The
Languages Ladder. This new training also enables students to gain
national recognition of their achievements at different levels, something much needed since the demise of the O-Level examination in
Armenian. The training day was organised by Rouzanna Tatoulian
and all members of the Education Committee including Dianne
Aslanyan, Tamar Babikyan, Silva Shamassian and supported by
governors Dr. Karnik Tarverdy and Bedros Aslanyan.

Dianne Aslanyan
Hamaink • 2010/1
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The Hrant Dink Society
Hrant Dink Day in the UK Parliament on 19th January 2010
Hrant Dink Day was marked in London with a solemn gathering
outside the Turkish Embassy at 1p.m. and a three hour
sequence of well attended meetings in The House of Commons
and the House of Lords, where "Friends of Belge" was
launched. Sponsors of the events were Nia Griffith MP, Dr. Bob
Spink MP and Baroness Finlay of Llandaff. Speakers included
the Istanbul publisher Ragip Zarakolu, the
genocide
scholar
Desmond
Fernandes, Ruth Barnett from the
Holocaust Educational Trust, Professor
Khatchatur I. Pilikian, the historian Vardan
Tadevossian, Kasim Agpak from FEDBIR
the Kurdish Federation, Haci Ozdemir from
the International Committee Against
Disappearances (British Section) and
Saad Tokatly from Iraqi Christians in the
UK.

open about the reality of the Genocide, and encouraged
Armenians in Turkey, for the first time since the founding of the
Republic, to speak openly about their Armenian identity. He
wanted to show Armenian identity to Turkish society as a base
for peaceful co-existence. [But] even though the Turkish State
well knew that Hrant's life became endangered from the time
that "he was placed "on a 'black-list', they made no
effort to prevent his murder. By killing Hrant, they
were killing themselves. Nothing can be the same
again after Hrant's murder. Turkey has to change
or face ending in a much worse situation".
Ruth Barnett from the Holocaust Educational
Trust presented a moving account of "The shared
Jewish and Armenian experience". Desmond
Fernandes observed the manner in which "it is
clear that there is a crisis in Turkey as far as human
rights are concerned – human rights, here, in an
individual and collective sense as far
as 'Others' Kasim Agpak spoke powerfully about
the nature of state terror in Turkey and the murder
and
significance
of
Hrant
Dink's
assassination.
Vardan
Tadevossian's presentation emphasised the nature of the
ongoing genocide of Armenians and the extent of destruction
of
Armenia's
heritage.
Saad
Tokatly
examined
the "Consequences of the Genocide for Assyrians in Turkey
and Iraq" and "The current problems of Assyrians and other
Middle East Christians".

Ragip Zarokulu spoke about Hrant: "We
had dreams together for a different Turkey,
we had dreams together for a different
world". He went on to describe
the philosophy underpinning the Turkish
'deep state', in which the 'minorities' are viewed as interior
enemies and a permanent threat to national security. This idea
is described in the National Security Document, referred to
as the "Red Book", which goes on to state that it is the army's
responsibility to fight against this "threat". This concept of the
minorities being interior enemies has deep roots in Turkey
going back to 1915. Ragip emphasised the manner in which
Professor Khatchatur I. Pilikian's moving presentation
"the Turkish State has a double structure, the open structure of
("“Problems with the terms from Holocaust to Genocide”) and
the state apparatus and the 'deep structure' which is hidden.
conclusion provided much food for thought.
The 'deep' part in 1915 comprised the special committees who
Ellian Williams
organised the mass killings during the Genocide. Hrant was

Arshille Gorky at Tate Modern
When you think about the artist
Arshille Gorky, it is the tragic end of his
life combined with the knowledge of
him as a Genocide survivor, fleeing
from Van in 1915 to Russia and then
America in 1920 that are the things
that first come to mind and are likely to
affect how his work his viewed.
In terms of his work, it is his painting
“The Artist and his Mother” based on a
photograph of his mother and him as a boy that is perhaps the
most famous one, particularly after the film ‘Ararat’, which is
based around that painting.
It is this painting that haunts the exhibition at the Tate – at the
far end of the corridor and visible in the distance soon after
entering the exhibition. I felt its presence as I wandered from
room to room. It is equally haunting close up; the matt and
totally smooth, brush-stroke free texture, like a fresco. The
colours of apricot, taupe, brown, grey and pastel turquoise blue
colours are understated and simple, creating the fresco-like feel
of the painting. The two versions of this painting are hung in
the same room, opposite the sketches of his mother’s face, but
it is the earlier blue and grey toned one that is the superior. I
kept returning to look at this painting, but the other works on
display were of no less interest.
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From his sketches and surrealist black and white “Night-time,
Enigma and Nostalgia” series, Cezanne style paintings, through
his Picasso stage, to his Miro–like works, it seemed that Gorky
was randomly experimenting and mimicking other artists to find
his own style or perhaps simply to train himself up as an artist.
It is his more original and unique style of what has been termed
“abstract expressionism” that is more interesting where one
feels that he was less confined by any particular style or
method.
His cubist “Enigma” and
“Organization” series
are notable for the
thickly layered paint
almost cracking and
creating a dense, rough
and sculptural texture.
Then there are his
“Waterfall” paintings
and the painting “How
my Mother’s Embroidered Apron Unfolds in My Life” where the
paint, although oil on canvas, is used more like water-colour,
with drips being allowed to run down the canvas.
It really is questionable whether Gorky ever had a particular
style of his own given the variety of everything about his work
from texture, colour, motifs, subject matter and techniques.

This perhaps makes the exhibition slightly overwhelming, but
not in any negative way!
It is impossible to mention everything in the exhibition given his
prolific output of work, but what stood out for me was firstly the
“Armenian-ness” of his works; many of his paintings are based on
themes of his Armenian identity and memories (“Garden in
Sochi”, “Image in Khorkom”, “Scent of Apricots on the fields”,
and “The Plow and the Song”). Secondly the colours Gorky used,
apart from his early works where he used predominantly primary
colours, appeared to be very Armenian to me. For example the
deep reds, browns and oranges in “Agony”, vibrant reds and
peachy oranges and pinks of “Scent of Apricots on the fields”,
and the earthy and muddy greens, greys and browns, combined
with peachy pink and pastel turquoise green in the Khorkom,
Sochi and Waterfall paintings.

The exhibition filled me with a sense of pathos; Gorky – a man
who at one and the same time appeared to be fighting his
identity and origins and yet who was constantly being pulled
back to memories of his ‘homeland’ and cultural and family
identity which were reflected in the themes of his work, colours
and motifs – but perhaps most obviously in the serenity and
tragedy of his mother’s eyes in “The Artist and his Mother”.
In this exhibition of a wide range of his works spanning his life,
Gorky appears to be a man struggling to find a style and an
identity of his own, but at the time of his early death, not yet
having found it.
The exhibition is on until 3 May 2010.

Louisa Culleton

Interview with Arthur Abraham – Armenian boxer
Which one of your opponents, if you could pick one,
could you say has been the toughest?

Where do you currently live and train?
Berlin

Miranda, because he broke my jaw.

Where do you want to live and train in
the future?

Obviously showing you picked the
right sport to dedicate yourself to,
what initially got you started with
boxing and what kept you going with
it?

Armenia and Berlin
Do you think you will devote your entire
life and career only to boxing or do you
have other plans too?

Mike Tyson. I saw him on TV when I was
16 and I feel in love with boxing, that was
when I decided to take up boxing.

Of course I have other plans too. I am
already also a businessman. One can
never rely on sports forever because it is
always only temporary. I have my own
airlines called King Airlines based in
Germany and in Armenia. Apart from the
airlines, I also have other business

There are a lot of great Armenian
boxers out there, what would you say
is the reason why Armenian athletes
do boxing and other fighting/strength
sports in contrast to many other type of sports?

ventures.

I think it is because of our mentality and nature. We are tough
and hot blooded. I think that has a huge impact.

Is there anything you regret doing or not having done
yet?

Coming out of an impressing win in your first fight in the
Super 6 tournament, who would you say is your biggest
threat in the tournament?

Laughs. Well, there are a few things I did when I was younger
that I wish I had never done but they are nothing tragic and
one can live with them. I regret not having swam with the
dolphins yet.

It would be wrong to underestimate anyone and so everyone
is a threat and has a chance of winning.
Watching you fight, it appears you have a rather unique
and effective style of defending and anticipating your
opponents’ mistakes, where does this inspiration come
from?
My coach taught me this strategy. First defend yourself so that
you do not get injured. Once you know their weaknesses and
mistakes then start attacking your opponent.

Is there anything that you want to do and you know that
you will definitely do?
Of course, become a Super Champion in boxing.
If you knew that nobody was watching and you could do
something and get away with it, what would it be?
Nothing, there is not anything that I would be tempted to do.
Who is the your biggest and perhaps only hero?

Who in your mind is the greatest boxer to ever have
stepped into the ring?

My parents.

Mike Tyson and Mohammed Ali

Classical and Armenian music.

When and where is your next flight?

Where and how do you like relaxing?

March 6th, Palm Springs, California.

I like relaxing in different countries because I love getting to
see and know new things. I do not like winter or cold weather
so I prefer relaxing in sunny and romantic places

When will you fight under the Armenian flag, i.e. for
Armenia?
It is a big wish of mine to have a match in Armenia under the
Armenian flag one day but for now, I have a contract with the
German club. Hopefully, one day.

What music do you like listening to?

Do you have a favourite quotation?
Better to die then go down on my knees.
Interview by Hasmik Movsisian
Hamaink • 2010/1

13

Music Of Armenia is one of a kind. From a popular facebook
page to an international business organisation, Music Of
Armenia grew into the first project and website to promote the
best music of Armenian origin across the world. The site has
provided platforms for the work of world music greats such as
Arto Tuncboyatiyan and British producer and journalist, Andrew
Cronshaw. Recently, Peter Gabriel's Real World Records
discovered two talented artists through Music Of Armenia.
Dynamic project manager, Hasmik Movsisian, has already
made waves in Armenian global media - including appearances
on Shant TV, H1, H2, ATV, TV5 (in Armenia) and being on the
cover of an Armenian magazine issued in Australia - and plans
to take Music Of Armenia to the next level.Music Of Armenia is
dedicated to developing the Armenian music industry to
explore new genres and styles, and to encourage collaboration
across cultural borders. The organisation is in the process of

Interview with Hasmik Movsissian
Hasmik Movsissian is the founder of “Music of Armenia”, a UK
registered company, working to promote Armenian music and
musicians worldwide in a number of ways. It seeks to develop
the Armenian music industry by introducing new genres and
styles, to encourage collaboration between Armenian
musicians on an international scale and to encourage
collaboration between Armenian musicians and non-Armenian
musicians.
I met with Hasmik Movsissian to find out more
about herself and “Music of Armenia” which I
was already familiar with from its Facebook page
and website.
Hasmik was born in Armenia but grew up in
Prague before coming to the UK in her teens.
She studied Business and Communication in
London and then Music PR, Marketing and
Management and worked in the mainstream UK
music industry before creating Music of Armenia.
Her initial focus was to create a platform to
promote Armenian talent, so as to have a fair
and open platform for all talented Armenian
musicians.
A lively and dynamic girl who is clearly
passionate and enthusiastic about her work, I
was impressed by the thoughtful and energetic approach to
what she has created single-handedly, starting out as a group
on Facebook, where musicians could post their materials,
which has now grown into a successful business organisation
dealing with every aspect of the music industry.
As well as providing consultancy services for musicians
including PR, management, registration at festivals, contacting
record labels and events management, Hasmik seeks to do
charitable work such as organising concerts for orphanages in
Armenia, one of which is coming up this summer in Yerevan as
part of the “One Nation One Culture” festival. So these are the
2 main aims – to promote Armenian music and culture and to
provide musical experiences, instruments, books and training
to needy children in Armenia, from renovating music schools in
Armenia, getting scholarships for Armenian children to study
music and develop a musical career and donating instruments
and music books to schools in Armenia.
The organisation also provides a general service to all its
followers - providing information on upcoming concerts, shows,
album releases and music videos. From the website you can
also read musicians’ and groups’ online profiles and discover
new musicians and types of music.
Hasmik’s work entails a lot of travel between the UK and
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commissioning Andrew Cronshaw and duduk-player Tigran
Aleksanyan to create a new work to educate the British public
about Armenian music through different events and
media.Regardless of fan base, popularity or genre, Music Of
Armenia currently provides support for musicians of Armenian
origin in the form of event management, PR campaigns and
specialist consultancy, all on a global scale. The organisation
informs its audience of upcoming concerts, shows, album
releases and music videos. Fans can learn about their favourite
musicians by reading their online profiles. Subscribers to the
Music Of Armenia mailing list are the first to know about
upcoming concerts, album releases and music videos.Hasmik
is in the process of expanding Music Of Armenia to organise
more charitable work in Armenia. In the future, MOA hopes to
donate instruments and books to music schools, host free
concerts for underprivileged children, grant scholarships to
talented students to study music schools or universities in
Armenia and to help and renew badly damaged music schools.
For more information please contact Hasmik Movsisian on
hasmik@musicofarmenia.com or +44(0) 79505 32254. HY
www.musicofarmenia.com

Armenia, in order to organize events and promote Armenian
music in both places. Last year there were two events in
Armenia, but visits also involve meetings with the Ministry of
Diaspora and Culture, composers and musicians and
interviews and appearances on TV. Hasmik is now the PR
Manager of “The Beautified Project”, a dark rock band, the lead
singer Andre Simonian having moved to Yerevan from London
a few years ago.
She was also approached by Arto
Tuncboyaciyan, of the Armenian Navy Band, to become one of
their managers as well as being the on-line manager for Hay
Superstar, the Armenian version of Pop Idol.
Upcoming events in London, organised by Music of
Armenia, include “The Voice of Duduk” concert on
April 16th at St Ethelburga’s Centre, 78
Bishopsgate, London EC2N 4AG.
Tigran
Alexanian, duduk player, Andrew Cronshaw, British
multi-instrumental explorer, producer and world
music journalist and Cevanne, British-Armenian
composer and performer, will be performing in a
celebration of culture and the continuation of
Armenian music, dedicated to the victims of the
Armenian genocide.
Later in the year, Music of Armenia will be bringing
Arto Tuncboyaciyan and The Armenian Navy Band
to London. Music of Armenia is also in the process
of commissioning Andrew Cronshaw and dudukplayer Tigran Aleksanyan to create a new work to
educate the British public about Armenian music through
different events and media.
I end the interview with Hasmik Movsissian having heard
about a whirlwind of ideas, views on music and musicians and
what her job involves. Underneath the energy, drive and passion about what she does, which she can hardly contain, I am
most impressed by the thoughtful and analytical approach she
takes to her work. From the aim to provide an equal and fair
playing field for all musicians, and to work with the Armenian
youth to encourage music through charitable events – to the
simple aim to choose prestigious but meaningful venues for
the concerts she organizes, such as St Ethelburga’s Centre,
built in the 12th century but devastated by an IRA bomb on
24th April 1993, now rebuilt and used as a centre for reconciliation and peace. An impressive young woman and an impressive organisation and work ethic!
For more information go to www.musicofarmenia.com, or the
Facebook group – Music of Armenia – Armenian Music and
Musicians, as well as the group being on twitter, youtube and
myspace.

Louisa Culleton
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Owen White & Catlin, established in 1921, have seven offices based in London, Middlesex and
Surrey. We pride ourselves in providing a quality service through our friendly, experienced team
of professionals. We can help you with:
Wills, probate & trusts
Conveyancing
Family matters
Employment
Commercial & Company law
Litigation
Elnora Terakopian is a partner located in our Chiswick office.
She speaks fluent Armenian and can be contacted on 020 8987 1400 or elnora.t@owc.co.uk.
181 Chiswick High Road W4 2DR
www.owenwhitecatlin.co.uk
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RP Musical Management presents

Spring Remembrance Concert
In Memory of Armenian Victims of 1915 Genocide

Programme
ANAHIT MKHITARYAN
soprano
"(Anahit Mkhitaryan's) flawless,
melodic voice is saturated and defined,
fluent and clear at every register and
breathtaking at high notes"

JACK LIEBECK violin
"The London-born violinist Jack Liebeck
played the solo part with a ravishing
intensity and a joy in the music" (The
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung)

Bach Violin Sonata No.1 in B minor
Franck Violin Sonata in A
Songs and Arias by
Komitas Krunk; The Lark
Mozart Allelujah Exulate, Jubilate
Bellini Oh! quante volte I Capuletti e I Montecchi
Verdi Bolero of Elena I Vespri Siciliani
Delibes Chanson Espagnole Les Filles de Cadix
Kanachian Lullaby
Donizetti O luce di quest'anima Linda di Chamounix
St. John’s, Smith Square, London SW1

Thursday 22nd April 2010 at 7.30pm.
Sponsored by The Benlian Trust and AGBU London
Supported by the Armenian Embassy in London

MARTIN COUSIN piano
"Martin Cousin…a master in the art of the
tapered phrase, the dying fall and the
precisely weighted texture" (The Times)

Booking Information:
Box Office Tel: 020 7222 1061
Website: www.sjss.org.uk

Tickets £20 / £16 / £14 / £10
Hamaink • 2010/1
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”Discover Armenia” Tour
Explore Armenia’s rich cultural heritage with Sunvil – a wealth of tailor-made experience. Try our
“Discover Armenia” Tour departing in June & September for 10 nights –
highlights include Lake Sevan & monastery, Khor Verap and the city of
Yerevan. Visit our website at www.sunvil.co.uk for full details.

FLIGHT OPTIONS and COSTS
Cost per
person based
on 2 sharing

Single room
Supplement

11/06/2010 12/06/2010 21/06/2010 21/06/2010
at 5:05 pm at 2:05 am at 11:50 am at 1:25 pm

£ 1,650

£ 305

September 17/09/2010 18/09/2010 27/09/2010 27/09/2010
at 5:05 pm at 2:05 am at 11:50 am at 1:25 pm

£ 1,748

£ 393

Tour Option

June

From
London

Arrive in
Yerevan

From
Yerevan

Arrive in
London

Notes: Price subject to a min. of 10 people travelling. Direct flights from/to London-Heathrow and Yerevan-Zvartnots.

ITINERARY
Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
Day 9
Day 10
Day 11

(Friday)
(Saturday)
(Sunday)
(Monday)
(Tuesday)
(Wednesday)
(Thursday)
(Friday)
(Saturday)
(Sunday)
(Monday)

Flight from London
Arrive at YEREVAN. Visit Matenadaran Museum, Erebuni Museum, Tsitsernakaberd
Echmiadzin Cathedral, St Hripsime and St Gayane (Optional visit of Vernissage)
LORI, Sanahin and Haghpat
SEVAN. Haghartsin and Goshavank, Lake Sevan, Sevanavank
SISSIAN. Noradouz - Selim Pass, Zorats Karer
YEREVAN. Khndzoresk, Noravank, Khor-Virap
Garni and Geghard
Hovhannavank and Saghmossavank, Amberd
Free day in Yerevan
Return flight home

PRICE INCLUDES
Flights as stated
Transfers on arrival and departure
10-night accommodation + breakfast
3nts Hotel Europe (4 star), Yerevan
1nt Hotel Avan Dzoraget (3 star), Lori
1nt Hotel Harsnaqar (3 star), Sevan
1nt Hotel Lalaner (3 star), Sissian
4nts Hotel Europe (4 star), Yerevan
Lunch on days 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8
Dinner on days 4, 5 and 6
Air-conditioned minibus and guide
Entrance tickets to sites and monuments
A bottle of mineral water per person per day

NOT INCLUDED
Meals on day 1, 9 & 10
Visa charge (EU citizens can obtain a visa from Yerevan
airport for c.3,000 AMD)
Armenian airport tax of US$20 payable locally on departure.
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Congratulations
Baptisms
MARAL AMY, daughter of Edik and Alice Der Avanasian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 20
December 2009.

DANIEL KHUTSISHVILI, son of Artur and Kristina Khutsishvili,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 28
February 2010.

SOFIA ANA ROSA, daughter of Carlos and Patricia Gonzalez, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 20
December 2009.

LILY ANNA, daughter of James Philbert and Nyree Iskanderian,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 14
March 2010.

MILO ALEXANDER CHRISTOPHER, son of Dean and Marly
Naumowicz Didizian, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis
Armenian Church on 9 January 2010.

VAHRAM HOVAKIMYAN, son of Radek and Yelizaveta
Hovakimyan, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 21 March 2010.

MATTHEW, son of Eric and Emilia Petrossian, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 28 February 2010.

Condolences in Memory of:
AVEDIS CHAMLIAN, born in Beirut in 1942, died on 10
December 2009. The Funeral service took place at Twickenham
Cemetery Chapel on 14 December 2009. Buried at the same
Cemetery.
VERONICA MANUKIAN, born in Bethlehem in 1926, died on 30
November 2009. The Funeral service took place at Gunnersbury
Cemetery Chapel on 18 December 2009. Buried at the same
Cemetery.
PAYLER DEMIRDJIAN, born in Adana in 1922, died on 12
December 2009. The Funeral service took place at Hendon
Cemetery Chapel on 23 December 2009. Buried at the same
Cemetery.
VEHANOUSH GULVANESSIAN, born in Jerusalem in 1917,
died on 18 December 2009. The Funeral service took place at
Gunnersbury Cemetery Chapel on 7 January 2010. Buried at the
same Cemetery.

SARBOUHI BOYADJIAN, born in Adana in 1908, died on 27
December 2009. The Funeral service took place at New Chiswick
Cemetery Chapel on 12 January 2010. Buried at the same Cemetery.
ZADIK TASKIRAN, born in Turkey in 1930, died on 6 January
2010. The Funeral service took place at Hendon Cemetery Chapel
on 11 January 2010. Buried at the same Cemetery.
HAGOP KEOSHGERIAN, born in Cyprus in 1929, died on 7
February 2010. The Funeral service took place at New Southgate
Cemetery Chapel on 12 February 2010. Buried at the same
Cemetery.
VAROUJAN SARKIS CHIRKINIAN, born in Sudan in 1917,
died on 26 February 2010. The Funeral service took place at
Gunnersbury Cemetery Chapel on 5 March 2010. Buried at the same
Cemetery.

DELIGHTS OF ARMENIAN CUISINE
Aylasan (Vegetable Stew)
Garlic (the miracle bulb of the Caucasus)
One of the reasons for the proverbial longevity of
the people of the Caucasus is said to be the many
different ways they use garlic. This bulb, which
owes its typical taste and smell to a sulfurous essential oil contains antibacterial prophylactic substances that are said to be effective against fungal
infections and even against cancer.
Garlic is used frequently in Armenian cooking but
not to excess, its juice was also put to an unusual
use, it was once used as a glue in the production of
illuminated manuscripts. Garlic juice was spread
over the pages of the manuscript then gold leaf
was laid on top and became firmly attached to the
page.
This also explains the myth that the Armenians
had impregnated their medieval manuscripts-about
15,000 of which are kept in Madenadaran
(manuscript museum) in Yerevan- with garlic to
protect them from destructive pests.
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Serves 6

500 g. eggplant
500 g. potatoes peeled and sliced
4 peppers various colors de-seeded and cut in strips
300g.green beans trimmed and cut in pieces
4 tomatoes sliced
4 onions sliced
8 cloves garlic finely chopped
2 bunches herbs finely chopped (e.g. parsley, coriander, basil and thyme)
7 tbsp olive oil
100 ml. white wine
Salt and pepper

Peel the eggplants, slice, salt and set aside for 20 minutes, then press out the
juice. Put alternate layers of eggplant and other vegetables in an ovenproof pot sprinkling each layer with herbs and season sparingly with salt and pepper, finally drizzle
over oil and wine, cover and stew in a pre-heated oven at 325F/160C for about one
hour.
Tip: This dish can also be made with meat. For this, add 500g.diced lamb, mutton or
beef and barely cover with water before cooking.

Anoush!
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HAMAINK newsletter
reaches over 2500 Armenian
homes in the UK
and is an excellent way of reaching the
community to advertise relevant events,
products and services.
Our rates for advertisement are:
Full page : £150.00
¼ Page: £45.00

Your continuous feedback and interest in the newsletter
is encouraging. We appreciate your words of support.
“Hamaink” would also like to thank everyone who has
made a donation to support its running costs and help
keep the free distribution of the newsletter to every
registered member of the community.
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½ Page: £80.00
Box Adverts: £25.00

Your advertisements will also appear on the ACCC
website (www.accc.org.uk) with no further charge. Any
organisation's charitable functions, whose beneficiary
is our homeland Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh or
functions dedicated to the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide are advertised free of charge. By choosing
to fulfil your advertisement and promotional needs
through Hamaink, you are also helping to keep the
newsletter free of charge to the readers - thus enabling
our community to stay connected and informed.
To discuss or place the advertisements, please
contact Zorik Gasparian at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

HAMAINK
Contacting Hamaink:
Editor: Anna Hakobyan
Editorial Committee: Zorik Gasparian, Stepan Tatulian
Lorees Arakelian
Contributing reporters: Louisa Culleton, Melineh Jacob,
Huby Saroukhanoff, Dr Lucine Tatulian,
Address: P.O. Box 46207, London W5 2YE
Email us at: Hamaink@accc.org.uk

Corrections relating Hamaink issue 17
We would like to remind that Kristina Arakelyan (piano), Tigran Grigoryan, Lara
Griffin (piano) and Audrey Kessijan (Mezzo-soprano) took part in the
Independence Day concert at St Yegiche Church on the 19th September 2009.
We would like to thank them for their participation and apologize for this omission.

Also the photo of the Cultural
Committee was not mentioned in
the list of the ACCC sub committees.

Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in Hamaink
are those of contributing reporters, authors and
organisations and do not necessarily represent the views
and opinions of the Armenian Community and Church
Council of Great Britain.

Editor

Hamaink is published by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain, which is wholly
dependent on community resources and contributions. Should you wish to support your Community
Council and its Newsletter financially, please complete this form and return to the address below:
Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail (optional) ____________________________________________________________________
Amount donated: ________________________________
Please make cheques payable to: ACCC of GB
Post this coupon to: ACCC, P.O.Box 46207, London W5 2YE
A receipt will be posted to you.
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