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THE REMEMBRANCE DAY
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
Since the 1920s, April 24th is the day Armenians commemorate the
victims of Armenian Genocide, the most tragic element of Armenian
history.
On April 24, 1915 hundreds Armenian Intellectuals: poets,
musicians, publicists, editors, lawyers, doctors, deputies, were
arrested in Constantinople under warrants issued by the Turkish
authorities. They were all sent into exile and were horrifically
slaughtered. The annihilation of the Armenian Intellectuals was the
part of a systematic, fiendish plan to exterminate the Armenian
people in their homeland. It was the first state-planned Genocide of
the 20th century.
On April 24, 1965 Soviet Armenians organized rallies to demand the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide, thus, breaking an era of
silence that was created during the Soviet rule regarding this issue.
A mourning procession of hundred thousands Armenians, which
includes local Armenians as well as Diasporans, begins in a silent
march that moves to the Armenian Genocide Memorial every year
on April 24. As each mourner brings flowers to place around the
eternal fire, a sea of flowers can be seen encircling the area creating
a solemn visual impact.
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Dear Hamaink readers,
Welcome to the spring issue of 2009!
Firstly, our editorial committee would like
to apologise that due to technical reasons
we were unable to publish the December
issue of Hamaink. We did not want to
miss coverage of the many interesting and
worthwhile events and initiatives that had
taken place in that reported period and we
have therefore included most of them in
this issue, ranging from coverage of lectures
and concerts here in the UK to charitable
projects in Armenia. In December,
Armenians all over the world once again
remembered the devastating earthquake
that hit our homeland on December 7th,
1988. The earthquake wiped off entire

cities and villages in the region of Spitak
and partially destroyed many others,
resulting in deaths of tens of thousands
and displacement of hundreds of
thousands left without shelter. Those
surviving suffered profound grief over loss
of family, friends and their life as they
knew it. Many survivors, and those
involved in rescue efforts, experienced
serious psychological traumas. In a
country where family is of fundamental
value, countless children were left
orphaned. Equally tragically, thousands
of parents were left to mourn the loss of
their beloved children. The entire country
was in a state of devastation, confusion
and grief. Those of us in Armenia at a
time, experienced this devastation first

hand. No matter how far from the
epicentre of the earthquake one lived, every
family was involved in the consequences of
the disaster in some way – loss of family
or friends in affected areas, sending a
member to affected areas for rescue efforts,
helping host displaced victims. We recently
commemorated the 20th anniversary of the
earthquake and we continue praying for
the numerous victims, wishing courage to
survivors and thanking Armenians and
non-Armenians alike from every corner of
the world that reached out to Armenia in
warm solidarity during those probing
times.
Editor

Message from the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain
Dear Members of the British Armenian Community,

Community news to all registered members of the community.
HAMAINK is distributed free of charge to almost 3000 homes
Welcome to the first issue of Hamaink in 2009. I wanted to use throughout the United Kingdom, and I would like to encourage
this opportunity to summarise the activities and achievements
all Armenians living in the UK who are not currently registered
of the various ACCC bodies over the last year.
with the ACCC, to register without delay.
The newly elected Council of the ACCC held its first meeting
on the 8th of January, 2008 and I am happy to report that
during its first year, the Council's committees carried out
numerous functions in service to the Community.

Registration is free, although we do request a small voluntary
annual contribution from adults toward the running expenses
of the community's Church, payment of stipends to our
clergymen, production of HAMAINK and contribution to the K.
Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School which are the
I would like to thank the Community for its support and to
Council's main items of expenditure. Every member of the
welcome all those who newly registered with the ACCC during community benefits from all or most of these services and I am
the last year.
certain every member of the community will wish to consider
it a personal responsibility to contribute towards these
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Primate
expenses.
of the Armenian Church in the U.K., His Grace Bishop Nathan
Hovhannisian for his support, help and advice as Honorary
Registration and payment of the community contribution also
President of the ACCC. I would also like to thank all members entitles registered members to take part in electing the Council
of the Executive Committee of the ACCC and all the submembers of the ACCC and, subject to certain requirements, to
committees within the ACCC structure for their devoted and
be elected to serve on the Council. To register, simply send
hard work in service to the community.
your and your family members' names, your address, telephone
number and e-mail address, if available, to ACCC, P.O.Box
Thanks go to the ACCC's Church Committee who attend to the 46207, London W5 1XX. Alternatively e-mail to
proper functioning of the community's St Yeghiche Church, to Registrations@accc.org.uk. In due course, the ACCC's
our dedicated Ladies Committee who do so much to raise
Executive Committee will send you a Community Registration
funds for the ACCC and to assist our other committees, our
Form, so as to confirm your registration and to give you the
Cultural and Heritage Committee, our Committee for the
opportunity to send your voluntary contribution for 2009.
Campaign for Recognition of the Armenian Genocide
(CRAG), and of course the Editorial and Production team of
With all best wishes,
ACCC's HAMAINK newsletter which now enters its fourth
Ara H. Palamoudian
year and which has been successful in disseminating
Chairman, ACCC
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Message of the Primate
glory of the light that broke out on Easter Sunday - which we
also celebrate symbolically with the Djrakalouys in all our
churches. This is our Christian legacy of the empty tomb and
the affirmation of life over death. After all, don’t we ask
always, O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy
sting? (1 Corinthians 15:55).

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
Let me start off with my faith-based and Armenian festive
greetings to each and every one of you as our Hamaink
Bulletin sees the light of day for its first issue of 2009.
The light of day! Indeed, have we Armenians world-wide not
become accustomed to grappling with issues of light and
darkness throughout our long history? To start with, although
our people underwent the terrible darkness of the Armenian
Genocide 1915-1923 with its harrowing persecutions and
mass elimination, we did not give up but struggled instead.
We did not surrender to defeat; rather, we fought against the
darkness, prevailed over it and eventually found the light
when we asserted our inherent right to life and checkmated
Ottoman attempts to snuff out the living flame of our ethnic
identity.
Since then, we have come time and again face-to-face with
darkness. Whether during the challenging moments of the
war in Artsakh from February 1988 till May 1994, or the
frightening earthquake on the morning of 7 December 1988
that decimated whole cities with their people in Armenia, or
throughout the other ordeals that are dotted across our
history, we have always managed to prove our resilience
under difficult circumstances by defying darkness and
finding the guidance of light.
For me personally, one clear moment when we as Armenians
came out of darkness and acquainted ourselves with the
liberating power of this light occurred when we adopted
Christianity as our state religion in 301 AD.
In fact, today, in April 2009, as we negotiate our journey of
Lent, we are once more reminded in our prayers and liturgies
of the darkness of Good Friday when our Saviour gave up his
life on the cross for the salvation of humankind. Indeed, God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life (John 3:16). But this Good Friday eventually led to the

Today, we are at that defining moment in our lives again
when we celebrate the feast of the Resurrection, and when
we are reminded not only of our rights and privileges as
Christian Armenians but also of our obligations and duties.
As such, I would allow myself to remind you today that our
faith is not only made manifest through our participation in
the Divine Liturgies of Holy Week, or the exchange of hearty
wishes, gifts and meals but also in the way we support the
ministry of our church in a concrete and hands-on manner.
As Armenians in the UK, we are fortunate enough to have
our Church served by the Armenian Community & Church
Council. The Armenian Community & Church Council of
Great Britain helps reflect the needs of the Church as it
grows stronger in its ministry. So I come to you today to
remind you that your support of the ACCC in both moral and
financial terms is a direct lifeline to the living mission of
your Church too. Whether in its work with our youth through
schools or other programmes, or whether through its different
Committees that help keep the light focused on our own
Armenian British community, the ACCC plays a central role
that times sadly goes unnoticed or is hidden from our own
eyes.
But the potential is certainly available, and your support
would help invest in that potential to pursue those efforts
with confidence, ability and consistency. For instance, would
it not be possible for you to consider paying your levy to the
Council, or even making a contribution that would help
ACCC with its programmes?
As we walk toward Easter, and as we ponder also on what
makes us Christians and Armenians in pursuit of the inner
light within our lives, might I strongly urge you again to be
more proactive and compelling in your support of the ACCC
so that you enable them to assume their role as your elected
representatives and fulfil their responsibilities more widely
toward all of us. So think about it, but also act on it!

BISHOP NATHAN HOVHANNISIAN
Primate of the Armenian Church of Great Britain
President of the ACCC of Great Britain

øñÇëïáë Ú³ñ»³õ Ç Ù»é»Éáó. úñÑÝ»³É ¿ Ú³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ øñÇëïáëÇ
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah!
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Over 20 Years on From Armenia’s
Devastating Earthquake
Following the disastrous earthquake that devastated large
regions of Armenia in December 1988 the Aid Armenia Charity
Trust was set up immediately in London. The trustees invited all
Armenian organisations to join in the effort and send a
representative to form the Central Committee who would
execute the functions of the trust. This Committee set about
raising funds to purchase and forward relief supplies to Armenia.
During the first weeks of the earthquake Aid Armenia organised
both emergency relief operations and called for donations,
organised collections for clothing, food, medicine, medical
equipment as well as raising funds.

EMERGENCY RELIEF

food and warm clothing were air freighted to Yerevan and 1100
tons of food and clothing were forwarded in containers via
Leningrad. This effort continued throughout the winter of 1989
– 1990.
The estimated value of the items collected and dispatched was
over £3 million. These were mostly gifts and Aid Armenia was
the conduit for forwarding them where help was needed.
During the two difficult years after the earthquake, Aid Armenia
Committee funded the purchase and forwarding of fuel, flour and
a number of mobile ambulances that were used to provide clinics
and primary care to villages in the north Armenia.

Up to the end of December 1988, some 400 tons of medicines,
modern medical equipment (including 27 dialysis machines), Allocation: about £1 million

CAPITAL FUNDING FOR ST NAREG HOSPITAL, VANADZOR
Parallel with the emergency relief supplies the Committee in
consultation with the government of Armenia decided to allocate £4 million to build a new 60-bed children’s hospital to
replace the one destroyed by the earthquake.
The hospital was built and equipped to European standards
(including a well-equipped laboratory and X-ray facility). On
completion in April 1992 the hopsital was officially opened by
His Holiness Vazgen I, then the Cathoilicos of All Armenians,
Dr. Runcie, the Achbishop of Canterbury as well as various
ambassadors and government dignitaries. After the opening,
Aid Armenia Central Committee decided to donate the hospital
to the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia.
Aid Armenia has continued to support the hospital by providing
new equipment, supply of spares, medicines and consumables
and staff training locally, as well as arranging special training
visits for technical and medical staff to the UK.
£1.5 million has been spent to support this work.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS THAT HAVE CONTINUED TO THIS DAY
Simultaneously, Aid Armenia helped to train therapists and
counsellors to work with children and bereaved families. This
included the establishment of “Tatev 95 Psychological
Assistance centre” in Yerevan, which we have funded for the
past 13 years. More than twenty counsellors and therapists
were trained who are now working in government institutions
as well as NGO’s and the public sectors. One such organisation
is “Tsil Bousatz” children’s art therapy and teaching centre,
whose pupils regularly put on well-received exhibitions of
their paintings and organize theatrical performances.
Equipment and hearing aids were provided for ‘Havat’ NGO
that cares for children with hearing difficulties. Hundreds of
children have been tested and received free hearing aids.
Allocation: £400,000
4
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During the past ten years, Aid Armenia has concentrated
mainly on smaller projects to assist health clinics and hospitals
by supplying them with modern laboratory equipment, surgical
instruments and tools, incubating systems etc. In 2008 we part
funded the installation of a new Central Heating system in the
Vanadzor General Hospital No.2, which will enable the
hospital to be fully operational during the cold winter months.
Allocation: £300,000

The Archbishop of Canterbury and Archbishop Y. Gizirian, the Primate of the Armenian church in the UK with Roza Khederian, a survivor of the
Genocide, during the opening ceremony of the hospital. Roza collected over £6,000 for Aid Armenia.

The 20th anniversary of the earthquake was remembered in
London on Friday 5 December 2008 during a moving
ceremony at St Yeghishe Church. The speakers remembered
the sad event and recalled how they had received the news.
They thanked the British people and the government of the day
who contributed massively to the relief operation and
remembered also their own efforts specially those who worked
through Aid Armenia to collect money in the streets, work
night and day in relief supplies collection centres.
We are most grateful for the heartfelt generosity of the British
public who dipped deep into their pockets and to all charitable
organisations that supported us unhesitatingly which made our
task that little bit easier. Numerous volunteers spent hours in
the streets of London and other cities in the UK with collection
tins. Many others joined our operations for collecting materials
– clothing, medicines, equipment, and helping to sort these in
the Armenian Community Centre, the giant hangar in
Heathrow Airport, where hundreds of volunteers worked for
three weeks, as well as other locations.
We remember with fondness and deep gratitude the selfless
help offered by the young and old of our community – pupils
from schools, the scouts, members of sport and cultural
organisations as well as British citizens who sympathised with
our aims and gave their time and effort to sort and pack the
supplies, preparing them to be flown to Armenia on daily
basis.

Aid Armenia was the magnificent response by the whole of our
community; it has served during the past twenty years and
even today, with greatly diminished funding, continues with a
number of smaller social projects in Armenia.

Onnik Avakian
On behalf of the Trustees of Aid Armenia

Aid Armenia is a registered charity No 800627, 25 Cheniston Gardens, London W8 6TG. Current Trustees are:
R. Galichian (Chairman), H. Hampartsoumian (Hon. Treasurer), Dr. H. Avakian, Dr. B. Azadian, L. Darakchian, Dr. G. Stepan-Sarkissian

IMPORTANT: We would like to advise you that the recently formed “Aid Armenia International Limited” is a private enterprise
company and not a charity. They have adopted similar name and a logo to ours; however that company has no relationship
with our charity.
Hamaink • 2009/1
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20th Anniversary
of the Earthquake in Armenia
Commemorative Evening
The evening’s mood was lifted with music and song – starting
with a beautiful performance of ‘Groong’ by Komitas sung by
Dr Sonia Vartookian, accompanied by Aris Nadirian. The
second song - Arshak’s Aria from opera ‘Arshak II’ by
Chookhajian - was sung with great gusto by Aris Nadirian,
accompanied by Arthur Bobikyan.

Under the auspices of the Primate of the Armenian Church in
the UK, the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great
Britain held a Commemorative Evening to mark the 20th
Anniversary of the earthquake in Armenia which occurred on
the 7th of December 1988.
The commemoration took place at St Yeghiche Church on
Friday 5 December 2008.
The fitting evening of words, song, film and music began in
sombre mood under dim lighting and candlelight as the two
MC’s Sylvie Keshishian and Levon Petrossian left candles
beside the icon made by the Veratsnund Art School in the
Italian Village of Spitak as a gift for the London Armenian
community. The MC’s read two texts at the start and middle of
the evening, firstly reliving the moment the earthquake struck
followed by an overview of the international relief response read in English then Armenian. Two films to demonstrate these
words were projected for the guests to watch and remember
those who perished. These were the masterful edits of film
student Rene Bamban.

6
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Emotive and powerful messages were given by Mr Ara
Palamoudian, Chairman of the Armenian Community &
Church Council of Great Britain and also by His Excellency
Vahe Gabrielyan, Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia.
Reflections were shared by two people who have worked
tirelessly to help to rebuild structures and lives in the
earthquake zone - David Dowell and Jean Darby. In Jean’s
absence her words were read by Sylvie Keshishian.
Further performances continued to lift the mood, including the
song ‘Poem’ by Aram Khachadourian performed by Datevik
Khachatrian, accompanied by Arthur Bobikyan and then ‘Mayr
ev Kouys’ sung beautifully by Anais Heghoyan, accompanied
by Arthur Bobikyan
A powerful message from His Grace Bishop Nathan, Primate
of the Armenian Church of Great Britain led to the final
performance of the evening - ‘Tuba Mirum’ from Mozart’s
Requiem performed by David Milner-Pearce, Paula Sides,
Anais Heghoyan and Hratch Youredjian, accompanied by
Arthur Bobikyan.

Deacons of the Armenian Church in the UK
In the last issue, we started a series of
introducing the Deacons of the
Armenian Church in the UK to allow
the community to get to know these
devoted individuals more closely. We
continue the introductions in this
issue in the form of a short interview
with Mr Vartkes Keshishian.

young age means that you are
absorbing all the “shants”, which
take place.
How can we encourage young
people in the community to take up
the role?

Please tell us a little about yourself.
My name is Vartkes Keshishian.
I was born in Cyprus in 1941.
I arrived in the UK in 1960. My
occupation is shopkeeper in shoe retail, in partnership with my
brother. I have three children aged 35, 27 and 24.

Our community members and
parents must come to the church and
bring their children with them. They
must encourage their children to go
on to the altar as young helpers.
They can then be encouraged by the
Deacons, who will help them grow into good young men.
What are the exact requirements and duties of a Deacon?

How do you feel about the commitment you are making to be a
Deacon?
I feel that serving the Armenian Church is a commitment
which comes from the heart. I feel that the church service in
which I partake is a very fulfilling part of my life.
What was the training like and when did you start practicing?

To become a Deacon you need to know all the “sharagans” and
chants which are only for the Deacons. The priest has his part
and the Deacon has his own part. One needs the other.
Do you find being a Deacon fulfilling?
Serving God provides you with a very fulfilling life. It gives
you energy and life, which is very important in this world.

Starting as a young boy in Cyprus, the training to become a
Deacon has been an ongoing process. Being on the altar from a

Rouben Galichian Receives an Honorary Award
Following the publication of three books
on the maps of Armenia and how others
have envisaged Armenia throughout the
ages, the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Armenia resolved to
award the title of "Honorary Doctor of
the Academy" to Rouben Galichian, the
author of the subject works. The award is
specifically designed for all scientists and
specialists living outside Armenia, whose
works have benefited the development of
science and knowledge in Armenia.
Galichian's first monograph published by
I.B. Tauris of London in 2004 is in a
large volume English, entitled "Historic
Maps of Armenia. The Cartographic
Heritage, where 161 world maps and
maps of the region of Armenia, collected
form various important libraries and
museums all over the world, are
reproduced and discussed. The second
book, published in 2005 in Armenian and
Russian is another version of the first
book, where the texts have been
expanded and additional maps included.
The third volume is a more analytical
work, where the most important

medieval maps of the countries adjacent
to Armenia, collected from all over the
world, are presented and analysed in
detail. The book is entitled "Countries
South of the Caucasus in Medieval
Maps. Armenia, Georgia and
Azerbaijan" and was published in 2007
jointly by Printinfo Art Books of
Yerevan and Gomidas Institute of
London. In his three volumes the author
proves explicitly that non-Armenian
cartographers and mapmakers including
the Islamic mapmakers, have always
shown Armenia in their maps since 600
BC, while Turkey first appears in the
maps during the 13th century, and the
Republic of Azerbaijan, north of the
Arax River, was born only in 1918.
The Honorary Doctorate was bestowed
upon Mr Galichian for his services to
cartography and geography and the
advancement of these sciences in
Armenia. The award was presented by
the President of the Academy, Prof.
Radik Martirosyan in the central building
of the Academy in Yerevan on 17th of
November, 2008, in the presence of
the Members of the Presidium of the

Academy, some Academy members and
friends of the recipient.
In his acceptance speech Dr Galichian
spoke about the aims and the reasons for
starting his in-depth studies some 30
years ago. He also explained about the
discovery of citing of the Armenians in
Medieval literature, which had so far
escaped recognition.
Hamaink • 2009/1
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Mannig’s Own Testimony!
I was six years old when we were deported from our lovely home in Adapazar,
near Istanbul. I remember twirling in our parlour in my favourite yellow dress
while my mother played the violin. It all ended when the Turkish police ordered
us to leave town.

The Armenian Genocide
1915-1923

The massacre of my family, of the Armenians, took place during a three-year
trek of 600 kilometres across the Anatolian Plateau and into the Mesopotamian
Desert. I can’t wipe out the horrific images of how my father and all the men in
our foot caravan were shipped to death. My cousin and all other males 12 years
and older were shoved off the cliffs into the raging Euphrates River. My grandmother and the elderly were shot for slowing down the trekkers. Two of my siblings died of starvation. My aunt died of disease, and my mother survived the
trek only to perish soon from an influenza epidemic.
Of my family, only my sister and I were still alive. The Turkish soldiers forced
us, along with 900 other starving children, into the deepest part of the desert to
perish in the scorching sun. Most did.
But God must have been watching over me. He placed me in the path of the
Bedouin Arabs who were on a search and rescue mission for Armenian victims.
They saved me. I lived under the Bedouin tents for several months before they led
me to an orphanage in Mosul. I was sad about our separation, but the Bedouin
assured me that the orphanage was sponsored by good people.
To my delight, I was reunited with my sister at the orphanage. She, too, was
saved by the Bedouin Arabs. The happiest days in my life were at the orphanage.
We had soup and bread to eat every day and were sheltered under white army
tents donated by the British.
Above all, my sister and I were family again.

This is Mannig Dobajian-Kouyoumjian’s spine-tingling
testimony of her own experience as a survivor of the Armenian
Genocide. Last year, she had asked her daughter Aida
Kouyoumjian from Seattle to write her story for the US
Holocaust Centre. It is a moving witness, a powerful
declaration and a sobering story of the pain and humiliation of
one victim of this genocide-driven mass campaign. Yet, it is
also a story of how faith helps us when we are coerced to drink
from the bitter cup, a reminder of how the tenacity of hope
overcomes deep despair, and evidence of how the Arab and
Muslim worlds helped Armenian victims and welcomed them
into their families and hearths across the whole Middle East.
The Armenian Genocide: as most historians have told us on the
basis of ample archival evidence, this first genocide of the 20th
century was perpetrated by the Ottoman Turkish government
between 1915 and 1923 when it systematically and relentlessly
targeted and killed Armenians within its Empire. Ultimately,
well over one million Armenians lost their lives.
As an Armenian born after this grisly period of our history, I
often wonder how our forbears managed to persevere in the
face of such immense suffering and adversity. Are those
Armenian victims of the genocide not truly our heroes? Not
only did they, their families or friends go through the most
8
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harrowing experiences, they also managed to pick themselves
up and rebound from the devastation of their orphaned
situations. It is their intrepid steadfastness and their belief in
their collective identity as Armenians, that we - the younger
generations - can now lead our lives more freely and with more
confidence.
But what does all this say about modern-day Turkey on the eve
of the 94th anniversary of this genocide? Is it not high time for
Turkish officials to put nationalism, pride and fear aside by
recognising this stained chapter of their Ottoman history during
WWI? Is it not time today for Turkish President Abdullah Gül
and Prime Minister
to find the political
fortitude let alone moral rectitude to acknowledge past
aberrations? And mind you, this is not solely for the sake of
Armenians, since I already consider the genocide a recognised
reality even if some governments dither, equivocate and refuse
to admit to it for reasons that have more to do with political
cowardice than historical integrity. Rather, it is for the sake of
both Armenians and Turks alike so they can begin the necessary
journey toward a just closure of this open sore.
Dr Harry Hagopian
London, April 2009

94th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
1915 - 2009

PROGRAMME OF COMMUNITY EVENTS
Thursday 23rd April 2009
Organised by the AYF

Vigil outside the Turkish Embassy
Belgrave Square - 4.00pm to 9.00pm
Friday, 24 April 2008 at 6.00pm

'HOKEHANKIST'
Requiem Service at St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens, Kensington, London W8 6TP

Friday 24 April 2009

COMMEMORATIVE EVENING
AT ST YEGHICHE CHURCH AT 8.00 PM
Cranley Gardens, London SW7 3BB

Organised by CRAG-ACCC for the community

WE APPEAL TO EVERYONE TO JOIN THE MARCH
WE STAND UNITED IN OUR DEMAND FOR JUSTICE AND
RECOGNITION OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
BY OUR GOVERNMENT

ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE MARCH ON SATURDAY, 25 APRIL 2009
ASSEMBLE AT THE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
Moscow Road, Bayswater, London W2 4LQ

Start 10:30 AM sharp - End at the Cenotaph with prayers
Sunday 27 April 2008

Commemorative Requiem Mass
at St Yeghiche Church
Presided over by His Grace Bishop Nathan
(Service Commences 11.00am)
Hamaink • 2009/1
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UNITED THROUGH OUR HOLY MURON
Blessing of the Holy Muron at Holy Etchmiadzin

His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos
of All Armenians, presided over the Blessing of the Holy
Muron (Chrism) at the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin on
Sunday, September 28. The Holy Muron is blessed by the
Catholicos of All Armenians once every seven years in a
tradition that dates back to the Apostles of Christ. It is then
distributed to Dioceses of the Armenian Church across the
world.

creation of the Holy Muron exemplifies the richness and
unity of the fabric of the Armenian Church, clergy and lay
working together in a structure that is truly unique among
Churches.

Forty days prior to the blessing of the Holy Chrism, the
covered cauldron is placed on the Main Altar of the Mother
Cathedral, so it can receive the prayers, psalms and hymns of
everyday life. Faithful pilgrims from around the world mix
All the dioceses and churches from the Pontificate of All their prayers with the Chrism, raising their voices in unison
Armenians receive the grace bestowing sweet-scented oil. and becoming an intangible ingredient of the Muron.
Each Bishop takes a portion of the newly blessed Muron back
to their respective Dioceses, continuing the tradition of the Upon the day of the blessing, the Bishops of the Church
continuous apostolic chain and foundation of our Church and elevate to the Altar to assist His Holiness in the blessing
uniting the people. The Holy Muron serves as bridge between service. They along with the appointed Godfather represent
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and Armenian the mixture of faithful of the Armenian Nation. The
Churches spread all over the world.
Godfather as the bearer of the prayers of the lay and the
Bishops bearing the responsibility of the prayers of their
The Blessing of the Holy Chrism is an important milestone brothers stand united, homeland and Diaspora, one Church,
in the life of the Church. The ingredients for the Holy Chrism one Faith. Mr. Sarkis Bedevian, selected by His Holiness,
symbolize the perfection of virtues whose fullness and Karekin II has traveled from New Jersey, USA to serve as the
sacramental unity is our Lord Jesus Christ. But the process of Godfather of the Muron.
10
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Ýáñ³Ï³éáÛó
ÙÏñï³ñ³Ý
ê. ¾çÙÇ³ÍÝáõÙ
NEWLY-BUILT BAPTISTERY AT HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
2008 Ã. ê»åï»Ùµ»ñÇ 26-ÇÝ, Ø³Ûñ ²Ãáé êáõñµ ¾çÙÇ³ÍÝáõÙ
Ü.ê.ú.î.î. ¶³ñ»·ÇÝ ´ Ì³Ûñ³·áÛÝ ä³ïñÇ³ñù »õ ²Ù»Ý³ÛÝ
Ð³Ûáó Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëÇ Ó»é³Ùµ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ Ýáñ³Ï³éáÛó ê.
ì³ñ¹³Ý »õ ê. ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ØÏñïÇã Ù³ïáõé-ÙÏñï³ñ³ÝÇ ûÍÙ³Ý
³ñ³ñáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ:
Ø³ïáõé-ÙÏñï³ñ³ÝÁ
Ï³éáõóáõ»É
¿
×³ñï³ñ³å»ï æÇÙ Âáñáë»³ÝÇ Ý³Ë³·Íáí »õ ÉáÝ¹áÝ³µÝ³Ï
µ³ñ»ñ³ñ ¸áÏï. ²ñÙ»Ý ê³ñ·ë»³ÝÇ Ñáí³Ý³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ, :
ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ Ø³Ûñ ²ÃáéÇ ÙÇ³µ³ÝÝ»ñÇ, ê.
¾çÙÇ³ÍÇÝ Å³Ù³Ý³Í ³½·³ÛÇÝ µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñÇ »õ ùáÛñ
»Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï Ñ³Ý¹Çë³õáñ Ã³÷áñáí
Ùáõïù ·áñÍ»ó Ýáñ³Ï³éáÛó Ù³ïáõé-ÙÏñï³ñ³Ý: Ðá·»å³ñ³ñ
ß³ñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ »õ ë³ÕÙáëÝ»ñÇ »ñ·»óáÕáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñùáÛ ÜáñÇÝ
êñµáõÃÇõÝÁ
Ï³ï³ñ»ó
Ù³ïáõé-ÙÏñï³ñ³ÝÇ
ûÍÙ³Ý
³ñ³ñáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ êñµ³ÉáÛë ØÇõéáÝáí
ûÍ»ó
Ýáñ³Ï³éáÛó
ÙÏñï³ñ³ÝÇ
ê.
ê»Õ³ÝÁ,
ãáñë
²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇãÝ»ñÇ ³ÝáõÝÝ»ñÁ ÏñáÕ Ëáñ³ÝÇ ëÇõÝ»ñÁ »õ êáõñµ
²õ³½³ÝÝ»ñÁ: úÍÙ³Ý ³ñ³ñáÕáõÃÇõÝÇó Û»ïáÛ ì»Ñ³÷³é
Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÝ Çñ áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÁ Û³ÛïÝ»ó Ýáñ ÙÏñ³ï³ñ³ÝÇ
ûÍÙ³Ý ³éÇÃáí` ÛáÛë Û³ÛïÝ»Éáí, áñ Ýñ³ êáõñµ ²í³½³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ
µ³½áõÙ Ñ³Ûáñ¹ÇÝ»ñ åÇïÇ ÙÏñïáõ»Ý` ¹³éÝ³Éáí Ù»ñ ºÏ»Õ»óáõ
»õ Ù»ñ Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ ³ñÅ³Ý³õáñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ:
Ð³Ûáó Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÝ Çñ ûñÑÝáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÁ
÷áË³Ýó»ó ÙÏñï³ñ³ÝÇ µ³ñ»ñ³ñ ²ñÙ»Ý ê³ñ·ë»³ÝÇÝ, »õ Ç
·Ý³Ñ³ïáõÃÇõÝ Ø³Ûñ ²Ãáé êáõñµ ¾çÙÇ³ÍÝÇÝ µ»ñ³Í Çñ
»Ï»Õ»ó³ß¿Ý
Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ,
Ýñ³Ý
ßÝáñÑ»ó
Ð³Û
²é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óáõ §ê. ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³õáñÇã¦ å³ïõáÛ
µ³ñÓñ ßù³Ýß³ÝÁ` Ù³ÕÃ»Éáí, áñ î¿ñÁ »ñÏ³ñ áõ »ñç³ÝÇÏ ûñ»ñ
»õ ³Ù»Ý³ÛÝ Ñ³çáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ å³ñ·»õÇ µ³ñ»ñ³ñÇÝ »õ Ýñ³
ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ:
Ø³ïáõéÇ ûÍÙ³Ý ³ñ³ñáÕáõÃ»³ÝÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û ¿ÇÝ ÐÐ í³ñã³å»ï
îÇ·ñ³Ý
ê³ñ·ë»³ÝÁ,
ê³ÑÙ³Ý³¹ñ³Ï³Ý
¸³ï³ñ³ÝÇ
Ý³Ë³·³Ñ ¶³·ÇÏ Ú³ñáõÃÇõÝ»³ÝÁ, ²Ä å³ï·³Ù³õáñÝ»ñ, ÐÐ
Ï³é³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñ, ÐÐ-áõÙ Ñ³í³ï³ñÙ³·ñáõ³Í
ûï³ñ»ñÏñ»³Û
¹Çõ³Ý³·Çï³Ï³Ý
³é³ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñ, Ùß³ÏáõÃÇ »õ ·ÇïáõÃ»³Ý Ùß³ÏÝ»ñ,
³½·³ÛÇÝ µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñ »õ µ³½Ù³ÃÇõ áõËï³õáñ Ñ³Ûáñ¹ÇÝ»ñ:

On 26th September 2008 at the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians presided over the consecration ceremony of the newlybuilt St Vardan and St John the Baptist Baptistery. The construction
of the Baptistery, designed by architect Jim Torossian, has been
made possible through the sponsorship of London-based Armenian
benefactor, Dr Armen Sarkisian.
His Holiness, together with the Brotherhood of Mother See,
national benefactors who had arrived to Holy Etchmiadzin and
representatives of Sister Churches, made a ceremonial entrance to
the newly-built Baptistery. His Holiness consecrated the Holy
Altar, the pillars of the Altar carrying the names of the four
Evangelists and the Holy Fonts of the newly-built Baptistery with
Holy Chrism. After the consecration ceremony, His Holiness
expressed his happiness at the occasion of the consecration of the
new Baptistery hoping that many Armenians will be baptised in the
new Fonts of the Baptistery, thus becoming worthy children of our
Church and Fatherland.

HH Catholicos Karekin II conveyed his appreciation and blessings
to the benefactor of the Baptistery Armen Sarkisian, and in
recognition of his services to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
awarded him with the Armenian Apostolic Church’s Honorary
Order of St Gregory the Illuminator – wishing that Lord grants the
²ñ³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ý ³õ³ñïÇÝ ì»Ñ³ñ³ÝÇ Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ benefactor and his family long and happy days and success in their
endeavours.
ëñ³ÑáõÙ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ å³ßïûÝ³Ï³Ý ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉáõÃÇõÝ:
The consecration ceremony of the Baptistery was attended by the
Prime Minister of Republic of Armenia, Tigran Sargsyan,
Chairman of the Constitutional Court, Gagik Harutyunyan,
members of the Parliament, Government officials, representatives
of foreign embassies and missions, representatives from cultural
and scientific circles, national benefactors and many fellow
Armenians who had gathered in Holy Etchmiadzin for the occasion.
Upon the conclusion of the consecration ceremony, an official
reception was held in the Events Hall of the Veharan.
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Opening of New Studio
for “Shoghakat” TV
our true beliefs in the hearts of the
Armenian faithful as well as providing
spiritual knowledge. The work of
"Shoghakat" TV has become more
important at a time when our Church
needs to reach a greater number of
people", mentioned His Holiness.

On 26 September 2008, His Holiness
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians presided
over the opening ceremony of the new
"Shoghakat" TV Studios. The new
building was renovated through the
generosity of the national benefactors Mr.
and Mrs. Vatche and Tamar Manoukian.

"I can state with happiness that for the
past 10 years, "Shogakat" TV has made
an important contribution to the
Christian education of our children, and
the strengthening of our spiritual,
national and cultural life for. The
programs on "Shogakat" TV Studio are
also broadcast to the Diaspora through
the Armenian Public Television
Reverend Father Vahram Melikyan, (Channel 1)
Director of the Information Services
Department of the Mother See of Holy Over the years, the staff of "Shoghakat"
Etchmiadzin welcomed the guests and TV has revealed and presented the
delivered opening remarks. Father history, traditions, feasts and the
Vahram reflected on the history of Sacrements of the Armenian Apostolic
"Shoghakat" TV, its goals and future Church, as well as our spiritual culture
plans. He also noted that the spiritual and national values. "Shoghakat" TV
programs of "Shoghakat" had already plays an important role in strengthening
gained great popularity among the citizens
of Armenia and stressed the importance of
the use of modern communications in
accomplishing the educational mission of
the Armenian Church.
His Holiness presided over a blessing
ceremony for the official opening of the
new building, and then addressed those
present. His Holiness expressed his
appreciation to Mr. Tigran Sargsian,
Prime Minister of the Republic of
Armenia, for his assistance in obtaining
the building, to the benefactors, Mr. and
Mrs. Vatche and Tamar Manoukian, to the
builders, and finally to the staff hoping
that every family would always look
forward to the programs of "Shoghakat"
TV.
12
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Mr. Vatche Manoukian also addressed the
audience stressing the importance of
spiritual and religious education for the
Armenian Church and every Armenian.
He hoped that with the blessing of His
Holiness the programs of "Shoghakat" TV
will be broadcast via satellite by next year,
giving the opportunity for every
Diasporan Armenian to know of the events
taking place in the Armenian Church and
in our country. Mr. Manoukian stressed
that Christian education is important for
our younger generation, and stated that he
and his family are happy to assist
"Shoghakat" TV operating under the
patronage of the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin.
Following the remarks, Prime Minister
Sargsian and Mr. Vatche Manoukian cut a
red ribbon at the entrance and led the
crowd into the new building.
High ranking government officials, city
authorities, Members of the Brotherhood
of the Mother See, members of the
Supreme Spiritual Council, Mr Berge
Setrakian, President of AGBU, national
benefactors, representatives of Sister
Churches and many guests participated in
the ceremony.

The Armenians of today will make
the Armenians of tomorrow
By Shaghik Beshirian

With a History of 3000 years, creator of its own language, and skills within strategic disciplined structures. The broad range of
foremost believers of Christianity – the Armenian Culture truly organisations can be adapted to different life styles, appealing to
is a unique one.
all types of individuals.
As Armenians our pride lies in our identity, our history.
Nonetheless, it is essential that this identity is kept and passed on
to upcoming generations. If we view the Armenian culture like a
luminous torch – we are the current holders which must keep it
lit for the future.

Members within the high status positions of the organisations
have a duty to be role models for the younger generations, in order
to encourage and motivate them to pursue in similar footsteps.

If these individuals produce a negative approach within their
contributed work, it will be reflected on the youth. This will then
Living in the Diaspora, we are relentlessly exposed to encounter be passed on from generation to generation within a viscous circle
numerous barriers which may attempt to disconnect us from our which could result in a white genocide.
roots. It will require taking responsibility to challenge those
obstacles in our way, matching to the limits of our ability.
This great concern is not something which can be solved overnight,
nor can it be solved by a single individual.
Regarding potential barriers, the key to maintaining a successful
identity lies within ‘leadership’. Amongst our Armenian Our culture relies on us to keep it alive. Being actively involved
community we have a diverse range of organisations which have within the Armenian community is already a positive step
highly honoured reputation both within our community and forward. Even the pure presence of being amongst an Armenian
worldwide.
based environment will trigger the drive and enthusiasm we need
to make a better tomorrow. At the end of the day, it is up to the
Fortunately for us, these organisations each serve our Nation – Armenians of today to make the Armenians of tomorrow.
but in different approaches. These organisations provide
opportunities for individuals to demonstrate and perfect leadership

The 80th anniversary of
Hamazkayin in London
The London Chapter of Hamazkayin is over 80 years old now. Following the film presentations, Bishop Hovhannissyan was
To this extent, celebrations to mark the anniversary were held in called to the stage to offer his blessings. He highly praised
October 2008 at the Navasartian Hall.
Hamazkayin’s multilateral activities which aim to preserve the
Armenian identity in the Diaspora. He said that in spite of its 80
His Grace Nathan Bishop Hovhannissyan, the Primate of the years, Hamazkayin continues to be a young organization and
Armenian diocese, Rev. Father Shnorhk Baghdasaryan, Ara succeeds in engaging younger generations to feel morally and
Palamoudian, the Chair of the Community and Church Council financially dedicated to continuing the mission of the founders
of the Armenian Community in Britain, members of the of Hamazkayin. The Bishop wished for the day when our
Council, committee members of the Armenian Relief Society fatherland would not need foreign financial aid and will be able
and Homenetmen, representatives of other community to help the Diaspora’s Armenian educational programmes.
organisations, and many other Armenians attended the event.
The audience was invited to continue the celebration around a
H. Vartanian, the chairperson of the Regional Committee of table. Following the reception, the 80th anniversary cake was
Hamazkayin, welcomed the audience and screened a film brought in. Mrs. Sella Tnjougian, an honorary member of the
prepared by the Regional Committee dedicated to Association, was invited to cut the cake together with the
Hamazkayin’s 80 years of culturally rich activities. The film Bishop. Inspired by the event’s cheerful atmosphere, those
was widely applauded. Afterwards, the audience watched a film present made donations to Hamazkayin projects.
about the London chapter’s activities since 1990. The activities
were related to the renovations of the school at the Aramous
village in Armenia, the Hamazkayin Forum’s annual visits to the
by H. Vartanian
school, and other activities, especially the theater work of young
Head of Hamazkayin Executive Committee UK
members of Hamazkayin in the community. The images were
impressive and exciting. Vartanian called those present to lend
a helping hand to renovations at the Aramous school.
For more news on Hamazkayin visit www.hamazkayin.com
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Sirusho’s Concert in London
The Armenian Heritage and Cultural Committee of ACCC
proudly brought to the UK audience Sirusho live in concert on
Saturday 29th November 2008. After Sirusho made her debut in
London before coming fourth place in the Eurovision Song
Contest back in May she returned to a much larger crowd at the
Victoria Hall in Ealing Town Hall.

the spectators. There was audience participation throughout the
concert as everyone sang, danced and joined in with the
performance. The hall was decorated in true Armenian spirit
with red, blue and orange balloons surrounding the Armenian
beauty.
Sirusho also had the pleasure to invite her mother, Suzan
Margaryan, on stage to perform a few of her songs. Suzan was
honoured not only to be invited to the UK to perform but even
more proud to be her own daughter’s guest. From the age of
seven Sirusho had been joining her mother at concerts and
singing, however, this was the first time she was a guest at her
daughter’s concert and the pleasure she had could clearly be
seen.
Throughout the show everyone was encouraged to dance and
sing along. They also expressed how great it was to keep such
a strong Armenian community in the Diaspora and were
grateful for all the listeners who had come from near and far to
see them perform.
Sirusho is a true Armenian talent. Her vocals are phenomenal
and the 400 strong audience in the hall were blown away by
her amazing voice. She made sure to perform her Eurovision
Song contest song ‘Qele-Qele’, which was a favourite amongst
the audience.

Sirusho made a truly emotional performance of her most
famous songs both in Armenian and English. Songs ranged
from traditional ‘Sayat Nova’ melodies to very modern English
songs similar to those in the charts in the UK today. Sirusho
made sure to express how happy she was to be invited to the
UK to have her own concert and it was clear the audience
loved her back as she received constant applause and gifts from

14
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There were thanks expressed to the committee that had invited
them to London before Sirusho and Suzan Margaryan took
photos and signed autographs for the fans. It was an immensely
enjoyable evening for the Armenian community.
by Melineh Jacob

HOMENETMEN LONDON

This year marks Homenetmen London’s
30th anniversary. Though a lot has
changed around the globe since the late
70’s, the underlying ethos of
Homenetmen has remained the same.
We can look to see why this organisation
exists, the ways in which it functions and
why, above all else it must remain in this
community for generations to come.
Homenetmen London started with the
collective, determined will of young
Armenians and that drive and passion
continues to this day. Homenetmen
London’s enduring presence has little to
do with Baden Powell and everything to
do with the people in the community
who have worked tirelessly to get it to
the present day. It is this voluntary,
community spirit that has had a positive
effect on the thousands of people who
have passed through its doors.
Generation upon generation have taken
up the mantle to ensure that this
organisation continues to grow in
relevance and importance, in the London
Armenian community.
Homenetmen across the globe has
worked to bring together young
Armenians, centred on the international
scouting movement. However,
Homenetmen is much more than
scouting. It is about maintaining and
preserving community; something which
is inherent in the consciousness of
Diaspora Armenians. Homenetmen has
always aimed to teach discipline,
patriotism and a sense of duty to all its
members, and Homenetmen London is
no exception. Outside of the school
environment, members aged 5-18 are
guided and taught about Armenian
history, geography, customs and
increasingly they learn practical skills
that go on to help them in their future
careers. Homenetmen also promotes
physical well-being alongside intellectual

advancement. Basketball, football and
self-defence are but a few of the teams
that have been set-up under the
Homenetmen sporting umbrella. Scout
and athletic members have learnt the
importance of camaraderie, team work
and the pride that can be associated with
representing Homenetmen on a national
and international stage.
The Homenetmen London community
exists in the broader Diaspora
community in London. During these 30
years Homenetmen has been the most
active and visible force in the
community. One need only look at the
annual calendar to see how many events
are undertaken by the volunteers acting
on behalf of the Executive Committee.
Volunteer leaders give up time every
week to act as young mentors to children
growing up in the Homenetmen system.
This commitment is not limited to
Saturdays, indeed these students and
young adults often give up time during
the week to ensure that plans are in place
for their designated groups. The
discipline of these meetings, the
management of conflicting priorities and
the fundamental leadership qualities that
transpire, are arguable more beneficial to
the young volunteers than any corporate
training seminar could ever be.
In these last 30 years Homenetmen
London has accomplished so much. The
third generation is actively engaged in
the weekly activities that have been
modernised to fit in with the
technological advances of 2009, whilst
still maintaining the customs and
traditions that people have come to
expect of Homenetmen London.
Camps/Banagooms remain at the core of
activities, in particular the week-long
summer camp which is the highlight of
the year. Our sporting teams continue to
work to perform well in local leagues
and represent Homenetmen. Most
recently Homenetmen London has
established itself as a registered UK
charity, cementing its importance in the
local community.

The Homenetmen experience is not for
the faint-hearted, as a member or as a
volunteer you must give a lot of yourself,
your time and your patience; but the
rewards more than make up for any
feelings of frustration that people can
experience from time to time. The
association with Homenetmen is not
fleeting; people who become active
members of Homenetmen usually do so
for life. The experiences, the friendships
and the memories all exist to tie us
together in one community and it is that
connection which makes sure that
Homenetmen endures.
The community spirit must not be
underestimated. Strong friendships and
courtships have come about as a result of
Homenetmen events. Liaisons with
other countries have often created transAtlantic and cross-channel relationships.
Perhaps one of the most significant
changes in these last few decades has
been the establishment of an independent
Armenia and the affect that this has had
on Homenetmen. Now, every four years,
members spend over a week in the
motherland with Homenetmen-agans
from across the globe. For most,
Homenetmen acts as a gateway to their
history and ancestry and one that is
accessible and experienced with likeminded young adults.
The challenges of any charity
organisation are well documented and
the changing attitude of today’s youth is
also often discussed with regard to the
apathy that exists. Homenetmen London
must remain to preserve passion; passion
for one’s own intellectual and physical
enhancement, passion for one’s culture
and heritage and passion for the greater
good, for the cause that keeps Armenians
together – our preservation.
by Huby Saroukhanoff
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´ðÆî²Ü²Ð²Ú Ð²Ø²ÚÜø²ÚÆÜ ºô ºÎºÔºò²Î²Ü ÊàðÐàôð¸
ARMENIAN COMMUNITY & CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31/12/2008
INCOME:

£

Community Contributions received during year :
Donations :

£

12,695.00
7,837.83

St Yeghiche Church Committee income from church collections,
donations for Hokehankists and in lieu of flowers, grapes etc :

15,887.51

Income from various functions organised by ACCC & sub-committees :

15,413.79

Donations to HAMAINK ( including adverts) :

325.00

Interest received, refunds and other income :

2,110.00

54,269.13

EXPENDITURE:
Payments to clergy, stipends, taxes & NI Contributions
and grant to retired clergy :

35,691.08

Outgoings for various functions, including expenses for
celebration function of Armenian Independence Day,
April 24 Genocide Commemorative function and
other functions organised for the community from which
income not expected or generated :

19,828.87

HAMAINK production expenses :

8,724.46

Bank charges, subscriptions etc :

713.77

Postages, printing and ancillary expenses :

3,120.68

Other outgoings :

789.34

Grant to K. Tahta Community Sunday School :

3,000.00

Church Committee - other outgoings - for some choristers,
organists, deacons, flowers, candles and sundry
church expenses :

8,031.77

- 79,899.97
_________

DEFICIT - Expenditure over Income:

- 25,630.84
_________
___________________________________________________________________________________
CASH STATEMENT:
Cash held in ACCC bank current account and in hand on 31/12/2007

77,252.59

At 31/12/2008 :
ACCC Bank a/c :
Provision for uncleared deposits / payments :
ACCC Church Committee cash in hand / bank :

48,791.46
568.76
2,261.53
_________
Total Cash in bank current account and in hand on 31/12/2008 :
51,621.75
51,621.75
____________________________________________________________________________________
Notes:
The above account is that of the ACCC's general operating fund.
The accounts of the charitable trust – The London Armenian Community Trust are not included in the above. The charity’s capital funds remain in interest earning deposit account.
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´ðÆî²Ü²Ð²Ú Ð²Ø²ÚÜø²ÚÆÜ ºô ºÎºÔºò²Î²Ü ÊàðÐàôð¸
ARMENIAN COMMUNITY & CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN

To The Members of the Armenian Community of Great Britain
Dear Community Members,

community contributions, the reserves will run out within a
matter of 24 months. Such a calamity would be shameful for
Together with this issue of HAMAINK, you will have received our community and must not be allowed to happen.
your Community Registration and Contribution Form and we
wish to appeal to you for your yearly Community Contribution We are certain that every member of the Community will agree
which we are pleased to say has remained at the same level as
with us that not only should the reserves not be drawn upon,
the past few years.
but indeed every effort should be made to increase them from
year to year so that sufficient funds are accumulated to provide
The Community Contribution is collected to mainly pay
the community with more and better services, and indeed in
towards the running expenses of the Community's Church, the due course to take steps towards securing a Community Centre.
St. Yeghiche Church, and the monthly salaries of our clergy
This can be achieved only if every member of the community
(i.e, the Primate of the Community, the Community Pastor and realizes his or her responsibility towards his community and
retired clergy) so that they may serve the church and the
his church and makes a contribution towards the expenses.
community in dignity and to be able to support themselves in
the environment of the high costs of living in London.
Therefore it is very important for every member of our
community to contribute towards the community's funds by
As you are aware St Yeghiche church was bought, renovated
paying the Community Contribution which is in fact a minimal
and donated by Mr. & Mrs. V. & T. Manoukian for the use of
amount of just £20 per person per year, and we appeal to you
the British Armenian Community. The Sunday collections and to please fulfil your civic duty and send your Contribution
donations to the Church are applied towards the running
early.
expenses of our church i.e. for candles, alter expenses, some
chorus members, some deacons, organist and visiting clergy,
We believe that there are a large number of Armenians who are
etc. However as you will see from the accounts for 2008,
new to the U.K. and have not yet registered as members of the
published in HAMAINK, the total income from Church
Community. Registration is free. Therefore, if anybody wishes
collections amounts to just £15,887.51 whilst the ACCC's total to register, would you please either write to: Registrations
expenditure toward the Church running expenses and stipends, Committee, P.O.Box 46207 London W5 2YE or email to
taxes etc. amounts to a staggering amount of £43,722.85
"Registrations@accc.org.uk " giving your name, address,
(35,691.08 + 8,031.77 ).
telephone number and email address if possible, and we will
include you in the community's mailing lists. Alternatively
You will also see that after taking into account all incomes
please ask for a Registration Form from the Church Wardens
from all the various sources, the expenditure of the Council for who have a desk at the side entrance of St Yeghiche Church.
the benefit of the community exceeds its income by £25,630.84
Thanking you for your support,
Therefore, whilst bank reserves were £77,252.59 at the
beginning of 2008, due to the above mentioned deficit, at the
Yours Sincerely
end of 2008, the reserves had gone down to £51,621.75, and at
the current rate, unless all community members pay their
ACCC Executive Committee

94-ð¸ î²ðºÈÆò Ð²Úàò ØºÌ ºÔºèÜÆ
àôð´²Â, 24 ²äðÆÈ

ÚàôÞ - ºðºÎàÚ
êµ. ºÕÇß¿ ºÏ»Õ»óÇ
»ñ»ÏáÛ»³Ý Å³ÙÁ 8.00-ÇÝ
¡

Þ²´²Â, 25 ²äðÆÈ

Ð²Ø²¼¶²ÚÆÜ ø²ÚÈ²ðÞ²ô
êÏÇ½µÁ Å³ÙÁ 10.30-ÇÝ
- Greek Orthodox Cathedral - Moscow Road, Bayswater, London W2 4LQ
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Congratulations
Baptisms
LARA TANYA, daughter of Alec and Yeva Bejian, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 31 August 2008.

KAREN, son of Artur and Ruzanna Avetisyan, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 11 October 2008.

ANUSHAVAN, son of Arsen and Ina Eloyan, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 4 September 2008.

ASHOT son of Artur and Ruzanna Avetisyan, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 11 October 2008.

APOLLINE MANETTE, daughter of Pierfrancesco Vairo and
Caroline Sahakian-Salmassi, was baptised and confirmed at St
Sarkis Armenian Church on 14 September 2008.

SOPHIA MARIE, daughter of Serge and Miriam Chirkinian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 12
October 2008.

ANI ANISA, daughter of Robik Shahnazarian and Armine
Karamyan, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 20 September 2008.

MARTHA, daughter of Georges and Belinda Kaladjian, was
baptised and confirmed in Oxford in the rite of the Armenian
Apostolic Church on 19 October 2008.

ANGELIQUE ANGEL, daughter of John and Phaedra Zakarian,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 21
September 2008.

NOA JAMES GRECOR, son of James Philbert and Nyree
Iskanderian, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 30 November 2008.

ROBERT HARUTYUNE, son of Edgar and Katarzyna Umryan,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 27
September 2008.

DIANA ANAHIT, daughter of Alexander and Elena Nanian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 4
January 2009.

LUIS ALEXANDER, son of Dean Ablett and Diana Armen, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 28
September 2008.

NATASHA, daughter of Igor and Elena Mirzoian, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 23 January 2009.

MARILIZ, daughter of Hagop and Kristin Avakian, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 4 October 2008.
THEA SOPHIE ANUSH TOROSYAN, daughter of Christoph
Wand and Lucy Torosyan, was baptised and confirmed at St
Sarkis Armenian Church on 11 October 2008.

ANDREW, son of Michael and Seta Waller, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 14 February 2009.
SETA, daughter of Andre and Lucy Beglarian, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 14 February 2009.
LUKE FREDRICK ARAM, son of Malcolm and Tania Arthur,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 14
March 2009.

Marriages
NARBEH MELIKIAN, son of Sooren and Ofik Melikian and
TINA ARIK, daughter of Hovsep and Herachik Arik, were
married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 6 September 2008.
MARIO DELYFER, son of Peter and Annie Delyfer and
MARIA POXELARIS, daughter of Theothoros and Georgulla
Poxelaris, were married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 7
September 2008.
ARAM EDWARD SHISHMANIAN, son of Edward and
Margaret Shishmanian and MELANIE CLARE BUNCE,
daughter of Martin and Diane Bunce, were married at St Yeghiche
Armenian Church on 28 September 2008.

KHATCHIK ACHCARIAN, son of Kevork and Vartanouch
Achcarian and LALA CHEK, daughter of Razmik and hilda
Chek, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 26 October
2008.
BOGHOS BOGHOSSIAN, son of Alex and Sirarpy Boghossian
and SARAH BALIAN, daughter of Zareh and Zarouhie Balian,
were married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 20 December
2008.
MARK FRANKHAM, son of Robert and Lily Frankham and
ANNIE MAMIGONIANS, daughter of Hrand and Diana
Mamigonian, were married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on
27 December 2008.

BENEDETTO MASSIMO ZUCCARO, son of Giulio Zuccaro
and Carmela Privitera and MICHELINE AVAKIAN, daughter of ARSHAK MKRTCHYAN, son of Ashot and Araksya
Mihran and Mayda Avakian, were married at St Yeghiche
Mkrtchyan and SATENIK ANANYAN, daughter of Sasun and
Armenian Church on 18 October 2008.
Marietta Ananyan, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on
1 February 2009.
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Condolences in Memory of:
ANNA NIKOGHOSYAN, born in Iran in Armenia in 1949, died
on 18 August 2008. Buried at Alperton Cemetery on 2
September 2008.

IRMA TERTSAKIAN, born in Manchester in 1926, died on 2
January 2009. Buried at Putney Vale Cemetery on 12 January
2009.

HRANT TIKRAN KESSEDJIAN, born in Cairo, Egypt in 1928,
died on 10 September 2008. Cremated at Lodge Hill
Crematorium in Birmingham on 19 September 2008.

SETA SARKISSIAN, born in Beirut, Libanon in 1944, died on 3
January 2009. Buried at Carpenders Park Cemetery on 16
January 2009.

HILDA ASLANIAN, born in Tehran, Iran in 1958, died on 2
October 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 16 October
2008.

GEORGE KHLOYAN, born in Ararat, Armenia in 1941, died on
1 January 2009. Buried at Greenford Park Cemetery on 21
January 2009.

SAMUEL HOVHANNISYAN, born in Surrey in 2004, died on 14 ANGEL KONYALIAN, born in Adana in 1916, died on 14
October 2008. Buried at East Sheen Cemetery on 28 October
January 2009. Buried at Hendon Cemetery on 26 January
2008.
2009.
ARMEN TERTSAKIAN, born in Germany in 1922, died on 19
October 2008. Buried at Putney Vale Cemetery on 29 October
2008.

MISSAK SARKIS KALINDJIAN, born in Nicosia, Cyprus in
1923, died on 16 January 2009. Buried at Kensal Green
Cemetery on 2 February 2009.

HASMIK AJOONIAN, born in Tehran, Iran in 1934, died on 14
November 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 24
November 2008.

DR ARTIN KANTARJIAN, born in Baghdad, Iraq in 1917, died
on 17 January 2009. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 3
February 2009.

FELIX BETHLEHEM, born in Iran in 1926, died on 18
November 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 28
November 2008.

SARKEES SAKO MARTIROSSIAN, born in Tehran, Iran in
1943, died on 26 January 2009. Buried at Gunnersbury
Cemetery on 5 February 2009.

SIMA SHAHBENDERIAN GHAZAROS, born in Manchester in
1922, died on 22 November 2008. Cremated at Honor Oak
Crematorium on 29 November 2008.

ROZIK MIRZAIAN, born in Tehran, Iran in 1963, died on 26
January 2009. Buried at Alperton Cemetery on 6 February
2009.

DICKRANOUHI HEALEY, born in Afion-Kara-Hissar, Turkey in
1910, died on 23 November 2008. The Funeral service took
place at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 1 December 2008.
Buried at Hampstead Cemetery.

MEGERDITCH ODABASHIAN, born in Nicosia, Cyprus in
1920, died on 22 January 2009. Buried at New Southgate
Cemetery on 9 February 2009.

CECILE VARTANIAN, born in Nicosia, Cyprus in 1947, died on
2 December 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 12
December 2008.
HERAND YADEGAR born in Isfahan, Iran in 1930, died on 8
December 2008. Buried at City of London Cemetery on 18
December 2008.
KHAJKHATOON JENICK MOUSSESSIAN, born in Tehran,
Iran in 1929, died on 7 December 2008. The Funeral service
took place at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 19 December
2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery.

SHAKEH GHAZAROSSIAN, born in Sudan in 1918, died on 31
January 2009. Buried at Heston Cemetery on 12 February
2009.
NOUBAR CHOLAKIAN, born in Adana in 1918, died on 7
February 2009. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 17
February 2009.
SARKIS SHATAREVIAN, born in Damascor, Syria in 1922,
died on 24 March 2009. Buried at Henley Road Cemetery on 30
March 2009.

94-ð¸ î²ðºÈÆò Ð²Úàò ØºÌ ºÔºèÜÆ
àôð´²Â, 24 ²äðÆÈ

ÎÆð²ÎÆ, 26 ²äðÆÈ

ê´. ê²ð¶Æê ºÎºÔºòÆ
»ñ»ÏáÛ»³Ý Å³ÙÁ 6.00-ÇÝ
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Hamaink newsletter
reaches over 2500 Armenian
homes in the UK.
Armenian groups and associations who have
advertised in the first issue have been overwhelmed
with respondents. Your organisation is likely to spend
significant sums of money on printing, postage and
other promotional techniques to announce your
functions or services and to attract audience. Yet very
often the response is short of expectancy, which may
result your functions being under-attended and your
services being under-used. Hamaink advertisers
achieve expected results by reaching 2500
addresses with the fraction of the cost.
Our rates for advertisement are:
Full page (A4):
½ Page(A5):
¼ Page (A6):
Box Adverts:

£150.00
£80.00
£45.00
£25.00

Furthermore, your advertisements will also appear on
the ACCC website with no further charge.

Ð³Ù³ÛÝù
HAMAINK
Contacting Hamaink:
Editor: Anna Hakobyan
Editorial Committee: Zorik Gasparian, Matilda
Megerdichian, Stepan Tatulian
Contributing reporters: Louisa Culleton, Melineh Jacob,
Huby Saroukhanoff, Dr Lucine Tatulian
Address: P.O. Box 46207, London W5 2YE
Email us at: Hamaink@accc.org.uk
Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in Hamaink
are those of contributing reporters, authors and
organisations and do not necessarily represent the views
and opinions of the Armenian Community and Church
Council of Great Britain.

By choosing to fulfil your advertisement and
promotional needs through Hamaink, you are also
helping to keep the newsletter free of charge to the
readers - thus enabling our community to stay
connected and informed.
To discuss or place the advertisements, please contact
Zorik Gasparian at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

Your continuous feedback
and interest in the
newsletter is encouraging.
We appreciate your words
of support.
Hamaink would like to thank
everyone who has made a
donation to support its
running costs and help keep

