Dear readers,
Welcome to the summer issue of Hamaink. In this issue you will find coverage of the diverse range of events and activities that our community
organisations and individuals have been involved with in the recent months. This April, our community commemorated the 93rd anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide through activities, commemorative events and reflections that touched hearts and minds. We thank all those who volunteered their
time and energy to organise the events and all those who took part and made them memorable. The last several months were also filled with a good array
of cultural and musical events. Book launches, concerts and lectures continued to add a sense of invigoration and spark to our daily lives and routines.
In a few weeks time, there will be a range of events put together by various community organisations to celebrate Armenia’s Independence Day on
September 21st and we hope to see many of you soon. We also hope you enjoy reading the issue and we encourage you to send us your feedback and draw
our attention to any interesting community initiatives and undertakings that you would like to see covered in your community newsletter.
Editor

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 1915-2008
Personal Commentary by

Dr Harry Hagopian

Political and Legal Consultant
This year, the Campaign for the Recognition
of the Armenian Genocide (CRAG)

introduced a somewhat different perspective
to its annual community-friendly
commemoration of the 93rd anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide. In past years, CRAG
had successfully commemorated this event at
Ealing Town Hall with the support of the
ACCC and in the presence of the Armenian
community of London as well as participants
and speakers from London, Cardiff and
Edinburgh.

This year, and with the proactive help of the
Armenian Church, CRAG invited the
Luys Vocal Quintet from Armenia. Luys, or
Light in Armenian, is a group that consists of
five young women from Armenia who have
been performing together since 2003 and
have featured in many countries from
Germany to Canada. Their repertory of
sacred and folkloric songs reflected a rich

tapestry of sources and arrangements during
the evening although the predominant
composer throughout the event was Komitas
Vardapet. The soloist was Hasmik
Baghdasaryan, whose appealing voice helped
enchant further the community members
when she sang Oror and Dle Yaman.

day atrocities in Darfur, they also rephrased in
their own ways what the philosopher George
Santayana said, “Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat
it”. Or as HE Archbishop Desmond Tutu
wrote in his Courtesy Forward to the
Encyclopaedia of Genocide, “And yet it is

Luys: the Bible is full of terms about light.
For the mystical theology of the Eastern
Church, these are not metaphors or rhetorical
figures, but words expressing a real aspect of
godliness. The godly light does not have an
abstract and allegorical meaning: it is a
collection of the mystical experiences. For
many Christians, the light is the highest level
of godly knowledge, a living of the noncreated light, whereby the experience itself is
the light. Hence, the Latin expression in
lumine tuo videbimus lumen (in Your Light
we shall see light).

possible that if the world had been conscious
of the genocide that was committed by the
Ottoman Turks against the Armenians, the
first genocide of the twentieth century, then
perhaps humanity might have been more alert
to the warning signs that were being given
before Hitler's madness was unleashed on an
unbelieving world.”

As HG Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian,
Primate of the Armenian Church of Great
Britain, indicated in his concluding reflection
and blessing for the evening, this quintet,
with its collection of songs, introduced light
into the darkness of this commemoration, in
the process transforming death into life - a
figurative Parousia that infuses life into the
death knell of the genocide.
Furthermore, the speakers of this evening the guest speaker Hratche Koundarjian, the
Chair of CRAG, the Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia and the Chair of the
ACCC - all focused in their respective ways
on the theme of continuity and perseverance.
From the Armenian experience to present-

With the solemn requiem service that took
place at St Sarkis on 24th April, and with the
well-attended Episcopal Sourp Badarak and
Hokehankisd at St Yeghiche Church followed
by the pan-Armenian March to the Cenotaph,
CRAG once more strove to underline the
centrality of the Armenian Genocide as an
unfinished cause and a broken truth that
haunts many memories and no doubt “will
out” sooner or later in the UK as it has in
many other countries to date.
For you have delivered me from death and
my feet from stumbling, that I may walk
before God in the light of life. Psalm 56:13
For more information and pictures on the
commemorative events of 2008, you can refer
to www.accc.org.uk
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COMMUNITY
COMMEMORATIONS
OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The month of April is usually dominated
with various events which mark the Armenian
genocide and this year was no exception as
hundreds turned out to commemorate the
93rd anniversary of the atrocities of 1915 at
the annual march through Central London.
A comparatively small number of individuals
attended the genocide vigil which took place
on Thursday 24th April outside the Turkish
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Embassy in Belgravia Square. The evening
vigil was momentarily disrupted when
Turkish protestors began vocalising their
discontent at the Armenian presence;
however any clashes were avoided when the
police promptly disbanded the Turkish group.
Despite the grey skies and persistent rain
approximately 1,500 people gathered to join
the annual genocide march on April 27th.
The march, which started after the memorial
service at St. Yegiche Church, continued to
South Kensington before reaching the
Turkish Embassy. From here the group of
young and old Armenians made their way to
the Cenotaph memorial via Victoria.

Following the Lord's Prayer, ceremonial
wreaths were placed at the memorial site.
This year, organisers had also distributed
flowers to everyone and to conclude the
commemoration, individuals placed single
stemmed carnations at the base of the
cenotaph in an image reminiscent of
Tsitsernakaberd in Yerevan. One can hope
that next year we will build on the numbers
of proud Armenians as we continue to lobby
the United Kingdom and the international
community on this most important of issues.
Huby Saroukhanoff
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TURKEY,
ARMENIA AND THE
DEFENCE OF FREE
EXPRESSION
Book Launch and Debate at the ICA,
19th June
“I had an Armenian grandmother, you
know”. And so begins one person's account
of their family's dark secret, the secret of the
hidden Armenian in their otherwise normal
Turkish family. No, I wasn't referring to
Fethiye Cetin herself. I was referring to the
hundreds of Turks who have flocked to her
office to share such stories with her, and in
some cases, leaving their families in the dark
for fear of rejection on the basis of their
heritage.
Such a phenomenon has never occurred
before in Turkey, and has been sparked solely
by the publication of “My Grandmother” by
Fethiye Cetin, her memoir about her
grandmother, a Turkish, Muslim housewife,
who reveals to her at the very end of her life
that she is, in fact, an Armenian by birth, and
a genocide survivor at that; a truth which
certainly shocked Cetin into writing this novel
to ensure such stories are never overlooked or
forgotten again.
Nevertheless, the evening didn't focus entirely
on the novel's launch in the UK and its
significance in Turkey today. It was also about
human rights in Turkey, especially the lack of
freedom of expression, and how this is
damaging any prospect of forming a
democratic Turkish republic which respects
the rights of all its people. Amongst the panel
of speakers were Ragip Zarakolu, a dissident
publisher who was recently charged under
Article 301, Nouritza Matossian, Armenian
filmmaker and a friend of Hrant Dink,
Maureen Freely, translator of many Turkish
novels (including some written by Orhan
Pamuk), Lisa Appignanesi, President of
English PEN, and of course Fethiye Cetin
herself, speaking through a translator.
Each of the speakers has experienced the

CONCERT – SARKIS
ZAKARIAN PLAYING
SCHUBERT,
CHOPIN AND
BABAJANIAN
On 14th June 2008 Sarkis Zakarian gave a
recital at St James’ Church, Piccadilly, playing

Turkish State's brutal methods of keeping
their people in line first-hand, and each gave
a personal account of their own experiences
under the Crescent Moon flag. Whilst one
strongly criticised the infamous Article 301
and spoke of the “struggle for real
democratisation” going on in Turkey at the
moment, another spoke of her childhood
experiences as the descendant of a genocide
survivor, and the other of the severe breaches
of human rights perpetrated by the State to
ensure everyone thinks what the State tells
them, and nothing else. However, it was
Cetin's “speech” that was most moving. She
spoke candidly of the struggles faced by an
archaic system faced with the prospect of
forced reform in order to enter the EU, and
also reminded us that Armenians and Turks,
despite their differences, share a “common
history, and common difficulties”, and that
we must work for “peaceful reconciliation”,
a truth we so rarely hear today.

Her facet of the genocide contrasts very
strongly with the official facts that are
repeated to us, and I hope to see you all dive
straight in to her book now that it is available
in English.
The event was organised by the PEN, and
could not have happened without Amnesty
International's invaluable support.
Anoosh Gasparian

Her novel has sparked a movement in Turkey,
whereby people are now searching their
ancestry. It is estimated that two million
Turks living in Turkey are of part-Armenian
descent, and it is hoped that this book will
help them find their roots, and accept them.
a beautiful programme of four Schubert
Impromptus, three pieces by Babajanian –
and a Berceuse and Sonata by Chopin.
He played with feeling, expressiveness and
sensitivity, a beautiful flowing style, suiting the
nature of the pieces – from soft, delicate and
lyrical, to strong, rhythmic and virtuosic.
What was very apparent in his playing was his
clear enjoyment of the music and
performance and his effort to convey the
different atmospheres and emotions intended.

It was nice to have an Armenian element to
the programme, with the Babajanian pieces;
the well known Elegy, the Exprompt and the
Dance of Vagharshapat – with their
characteristic Armenian melodies and
rhythms.
A very demanding performance played with
perfection and passion from our own London
based pianist!
Louise Culleton
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SIRUSHO'S DEBUT
IN LONDON
The Armenian entry for this year's
Eurovision Song contest, Sirusho, made
her debut appearance in London on Friday
25th April.
Sirusho managed to squeeze in some time in
her busy schedule promoting her song 'QeleQele' to meet the London Armenians.
The Armenian Heritage and Cultural
Committee of ACCC invited the famous
Armenian beauty to the Navasartian Centre
to answer some questions and perform her
very catchy, lively song “Qele-Qele” to a
crowd of over 200.
The audience consisted of a wide range of
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ages and musical tastes but all were amazed at
the outstanding vocals of the young 21 year
old star. Sirusho answered questions from all
about her career and how she came to be
where she is and her lovely, bubbly
personality shone through. She even managed
to answer the question many people had been
asking since her single was released; what
does 'qele' mean? Sirusho clarified that 'qele'
can mean come or go and in the song's
contest it means come. Her two albums and
single were being sold and she took the time
to meet, take photos with the crowd and sign
autographs.

Romania, Norway and Bosnia Herzegovina all
of whom treated the British fans to an
unforgettable night. Sirusho again outshone
the other entries and raised the standard for
all performances to meet. Each and every
person in Sirusho's presence felt a connection
from her.

Later on in the evening Sirusho - real name
Siranoosh Harutyunyan - was among another
eleven Eurovision entries from different
countries to be performing at the UK
Eurovision Preview Party at the Scala in
Kings Cross. She joined the representatives
from Ukraine, Poland, Iceland, Malta,

For more information about this year's
Eurovision Song Contest go to the website:
www.eurovision.tv

At the time of this article going to print, we
are happy to congratulate Sirusho for her
captivating performance at the Eurovision
May semi-finals and finals in Belgrade. This
year Armenia came even closer to the top of
the chart, securing the fourth place!

Melineh Jacob
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ARMENIAN
INSTITUTE:
LECTURE BY ECE
Temelkuran on her new book “The Deep
Mountain”
Ece Temerkuran, a political columnist and
author in Turkey, presented her latest book
“The Deep Mountain” which is published in
Istanbul in May 2008, to a packed lecture
room at SOAS on May 7th, attended by
Armenians and Turks.
She read excerpts of the book which is
going to be translated into French and
German and hopefully English, and then
discussed her experience of thinking about
Armenians and the Armenian issue as a
Turkish writer. She was encouraged to write
the book by Hrant Dink and the book is
based on interviews that she conducted with
Armenians in Armenia, France and the US
and deals with issues of identity,
nationalism, belonging and home.
This book is really about reflections of her
personal journey and dealing with the

Armenian issue as a Turk. She had a very
sensitive approach to what it actually feels
like to be Armenian and Turkish, when
dealing with the issue of genocide, and that
despite the problems between the two
nationalities there is a deep empathy and
bond because of their close association over
a long period of time.
She spoke about the cycle of Armenian
identity, genocide recognition and Turkish
nationalism - on one side the Armenians
being forced to remember the genocide as
against the Turks who are forced to 'forget'
because of ultra-nationalist policies and
ideology. She said that there was a problem
of a psychological gap in the Turkish
mindset about the Armenian issue because
Turkish people don't want to think about it
and the whole process in Turkey has been to
forget it rather than remember it. She spoke
of the difficulty of belonging to the
perpetrating regime when the automatic
mechanism or reaction is silence even when
the individual person is not a nationalist
themselves. Then of course the problem that
after 1915 there has been a cycle of hate
between the two nationalities creating a lack
of dialogue which is actually the very thing
necessary to overcome the issue for both
Armenians and Turks.

She felt that 'homelessness', rather than the
death of Armenians in the genocide, was the
living pain for Armenians now and that the
process of forgiving would have to follow
Hrant Dink's approach to undermine the
established mindset of each side and find a
way through. I am not sure I totally agree
with her on the point that it is homelessness
rather than the actual genocide that is the
greater pain for Armenians today, but it is
certainly part of the pain.
Interesting issues presented eloquently and
graciously by Ece Temerkuran which sparked
off many questions and ideas amongst the
audience. The title of the book comes from
one of her interviewees saying “for you it is
a question of height, for us it is a matter of
depth” - an interesting idea itself.
Louisa Culleton
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MISREPRESENTING
THE ISSUES IN
NAGORNO KARABAKH

By Vahe Gabrielyan, guardian.co.uk, June 16th
In response to Alexandros Petersen's article of
June 7th
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political and socio-economic turmoil
following the break-up of the Soviet Union
and even under military aggression,
Nagorno-Karabakh has been a surprising
case of rule of law and well-functioning
state machine. Starting with the
independence referendum in 1991, all
manifestations of its people's will, which
included four presidential elections and
several parliamentary and local ones, have
been orderly, dignified and democratic
exercises, as witnessed by numerous
independent international observers,
including, incidentally, members of the UK
parliament and the US Congress.
Indeed, Nagorno-Karabakh is not “a
governance black hole”, but a wellfunctioning democratic entity with
strengthening civil society and full
economic and cultural life, possessing all
attributes of an independent state, save for
international recognition.
Its elected authorities have announced on
several occasions that they would be happy
to receive international inspection missions
who can study the situation in situ and
refute any groundless allegations. There
have been no volunteers to chase ghosts.

The article Negotiating a Black Hole by
Alexandros Petersen on Cif on June 7, was
regretfully unbecoming for such a
reputable newspaper. The author refers to
a conflict of which he either has little
understanding, or knowingly distorts the
truth. He fails to mention how the conflict
evolved and grossly misjudges its character.
The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is not an
“ethno-religious conflict” and not one over
a disputed territory where “Armenian
Christians [are] against Azerbaijani
Muslims”. It is about the fundamental
human rights issue of self-determination,
one of being able to peacefully live on the
land of your ancestors and be the master
of your own destiny. The current situation
is a result of decades-long systematic abuse
of the human rights and ethnic cleansing
of the indigenous Armenian population by
the Soviet Azeri authorities since the
unlawful annexation of the ancient
Armenian province (Artsakh) to Azerbaijan
and later, of pogroms and outright military
aggression against the peaceful population.
The military phase of the conflict between
Azerbaijan and Nagorno-Karabakh ended
with the victory of the latter's hastilyformed defence forces and enabled their
people to start re-building their lives and
homes. Since its independence (impeccably
proclaimed according to same laws and
procedures by which Azerbaijan gained
independence from the USSR), in the

6

The allegations of all earthly sins in the
mentioned article, happily picked en masse
from the Azeri propaganda machine of
libellous campaign of hatred and
misinformation against Karabakh and
enriched by references to all possible evils
of our times to scare the modern securityconscious citizen are so bizarre that they
are at best ignored or frowned upon in any
more or less informed circles.
However, the author is right in saying that
the conflict should concern Europe. It
should, because although the people of
Karabakh have been able to stop the
regular bombings of their homes by
resorting to self-defence, peace has not
been made final yet and threats of war are
heard from the other side of the border
regularly. It should, because although we
keep fingers cross for the renewed
negotiations between the presidents and
foreign ministers to succeed - the last, June
6 round was constructive and it was
decided to continue them - the continuing
military rhetoric and the fierce antiArmenian hate campaign on all levels of
society, combined with the mentioned evergrowing military budget, are an ominous
sign. It is much worrying that today, fed on
this campaign; more than one-third of
Azeris are for a military solution while
international mediators (the Minsk Group
co-chair countries) are widely lambasted
for their impartiality.

The oil money paid by the European
companies should not facilitate the
unleashing of another war, the
consequences of which will indeed be dire.
With a fragile ceasefire being maintained
simply because of the balance of power, it
is easy to instigate another war that will
hugely increase the toll on human life and
create new refugees. On top of the already
existing one million, about 400,000 of
which by the way are the Armenian
refugees from Azerbaijan and from
Nagorno-Karabakh, this will result in a
large-scale humanitarian disaster affecting
whole of Europe and beyond.
This cannot be allowed to happen. This is
why both past and present Armenian
authorities have readily engaged in
negotiations in good faith and have strived
to find lasting peace, despite and because
of the fact that one party of the conflict,
Azerbaijan, refuses to talk to NagornoKarabakh, the other party.
Security in the modern world is certainly a
global problem and in order to ensure
global peace and security, frozen conflicts
should be resolved in a way so that the
vital interests of all parties are taken into
account.
That will take concessions on both sides
and it is a hard thing to do. In order to
help, the international community, as well
as its individual members, should adopt an
attitude based on values and principles that
apply universally. Acknowledging that the
people of NK have the right to be in
charge of their own destiny would have
helped. It has in other cases.
On the other hand, giving in to dirty
propaganda and trying to discredit one
side, be it with either explicit or implied
allegations does not help and raises
questions.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree
/2008/jun/16/eu.armenia

Ð³Ù³ñ 14 - 2008

NEW PUBLICATION
FROM CAR:
“Raphael Lemkin's
Dossier on the Armenian Genocide”
Raphael Lemkin was one of the greatest and
most influential lawyers and human rights
activists in the last century. Not only did he
coin the word “genocide,” but was also the
prime mover for the enactment of the
United Nations Convention for the
Prevention and Punishment of Genocide
(the “Genocide Convention”), the
international law document that in 1948
made genocide an international “crime of
crimes.”
Distressed by the cyclical slaughter of
Armenians by Turks in 1894, 1909, and
1915, Lemkin compiled a dossier and

ALL THAT JAZZ

On Saturday 17th May, Homenetmen held its
first evening of Jazz at Navasartian Centre. It
was an evening that drew in a mix of listeners
from the community to enjoy the musical
talents of fantastic professional musicians
who made their debut performance.
The five musicians made a fantastic
performance for all to enjoy amongst the
stunningly decorated hall. The smart attire of

searched for legal remedies to punish
perpetrators of mass murder and to deter
and prevent future genocides.
“Raphael Lemkin's Dossier on the Armenian
Genocide,” a stunningly graphic book
published by CAR, the Centre for Armenian
Remembrance, constitutes an important
contribution for scholars, human rights
activists and others seeking to know what
the originator of the term genocide and the
“father” of the Genocide Convention had to
say about the Armenian Genocide.
This timely book, which was published
through the efforts of Attorney Vartkes
Yeghiayan, is the perfect antidote to the
denialist campaign that has lately intensified
by the banning of a book in Toronto and its
replacement by books by denialist historians
Bernard Lewis and Guenther Levy.
It is impossible not to be touched by the
the bar-men and selection of drinks available
on the evening added to the ambience of the
elegant evening.
Bartev on the drums, Lazar on the base
guitar, Earnest on the electric guitar with
accompaniment on the keyboard and
saxaphone accomplished one of the most
enjoyable evenings in memory for the
community in London. It was a true jazz
concert by a well moulded and passionate
group. The musicians' pure love and

eyewitness reports that Lemkin has
meticulously compiled in this dossier. The
reader will quickly be convinced that the
brutal campaign against the Armenians is the
very definition of Genocide. This book has
the power to inflame the reader with
indignation, sorrow and righteous anger.
“Raphael Lemkin's Dossier on the Armenian
Genocide” also contains a lucid foreword by
eminent professor Michael J. Bazyler, and a
meticulous, complete bibliography on
Lemkin by Eddie Yeghiayan.
“Raphael Lemkin's Dossier on the
Armenian Genocide” is the fifth book in the
“The Armenian Genocide and the Armenian
Case” series put out by CAR Publishing. It
can be purchased at CAR Publishing
P.O.Box 250322 Glendale, Ca 91225 USA,
www.centerar.org and Armenian bookstores.
Source: The Centre for Armenian Remembrance
enthusiasm for their music was clearly
portrayed and shared by the audience.
Every year there is a Jazz Festival in Yerevan
where musicians - Armenians and nonArmenians alike - gather from all across the
globe to perform in a hair raising concert. We
hope one day this talented professional group
from London will present the Armenian
community of UK in Yerevan.
Melineh Jacob
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¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý
ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ
ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ³Ù³í»ñçÇ
Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÁ
ÚáõÉÇëÇ 13¬ÇÝ ¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý
ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ
ëñ³ÑáõÙ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ 2007¬2008
áõëáõÙÝ³Ï³Ý ï³ñõ³Û ³Ù³í»ñçÇ
Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÁ, áñÁ ÝõÇñõ³Í ¿ñ ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ
ÑÇÙ³¹ñÙ³Ý 30 ³Ù»³ÏÇÝ,
ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÇ 90 ¢
ìÇÉ»³Ù ê³ñáÛ»³ÝÇ ÍÝÝ¹»³Ý 100
³Ù»³ÏÝ»ñÇÝ:

àõëáõóÇãÝ»ñÁ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï ÙÇ³ëÇÝ
å³ïñ³ëï»É ¿ÇÝ Ñ»ï³ùñùÇñ ¢
µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó Íñ³·Çñ£ îÝûñ¿ÝáõÑÇ îÇÏ.
è. Â³ÃáõÉ»³ÝÁ áÕçáÛÝÇ ËûëùÇó Û»ïáÛ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ¹åñáóÇ ï³ñ»Ï³Ý
Ñ³ßõ»ïõáõÃÇõÝÁ, ³ÛÝáõÑ»ï»õ Ý³
ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ Û³ÛïÝ»ó ¹åñáóÇ
µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñÇÝª ´³ñ»·áñÍ³Ï³Ý
ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ØÇáõÃ»³ÝÁ, ´»ÝÉ»³Ý
ÊÝ³Ù³Ï³ÉáõÃ»³ÝÁ, ¶³ë³ñ×»³Ý êÇë
ÊÝ³Ù³Ï³ÉáõÃ»³ÝÁ, î»ñ ¢ îÇÏ.
âáÉ³Ï»³ÝÝ»ñÇÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ µáÉáñ
³ÝÑ³ï ³ÝÓ³Ýó áíù»ñ ÝÛáõÃ³å¿ë ¢
µ³ñáÛ³å¿ë ûÅ³Ý¹³Ï»É »Ý ¹åñáóÇÝ£
ÞÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ Û³ÛïÝ»ó Ý³¢ ¹åñáóÇ
Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÝ»ñÇÝ,
áõëáõóÇã¬áõëáõóãáõÑÇÝ»ñÇÝ, ÍÝáÕ³Ï³Ý
Û³ÝÓÝ³ËÙµÇ ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÇÝ, áíù»ñ áõÅ ¢
»é³Ý¹ ã»Ý ËÝ³ÛáõÙ, áñå¿ë½Ç
áõëáõÙÝ³éáõÃ»³Ý ï³ñÇÝ»ñÁ
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÉÇÝ»Ý Ñ»ï³ùñùÇñ
¢ µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó£
Ð³Ý¹¿ëÁ ëÏëõ»ó »ñ·ã³ËÙµÇ »ÉáÛÃáí:
»ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÁ Ññ³ß³ÉÇ Ï³ï³ñ»ó §ÆÙ
Ñ»é³õáñ Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇù¦« §²½· ÷³é³å³ÝÍ¦«
ÂÇÃ»éÝÇÏÇ å³ñ»ñ·¦ ¢ §¶³ñÝ³Ý »ñ·¦
»ñ·»ñÁ, áñáÝù Ýñµ³×³ß³Ïûñ¿Ý
å³ïñ³ëï»É ¿ÇÝ »ñ·áõëáÛó ÈÇ¹Ç³
Ô³½³ñ»³ÝÁ ¢ ¹³ßÝ³Ï³Ñ³ñáõÑÇ îÇÏ
Â³Ù³ñ³ ØáíëÇë»³ÝÁ:
Ð³Ý¹Çë³ï»ëÇÝ ÑÇ³óñ»ó ²Ã³µ¿Ï
ÊÝÏáÛ³ÝÇ §ØÏÝ»ñÇ ÅáÕáíÁ¦
ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃ»³Ý µ»Ù³Ï³Ý³óáõÙÁ£
´»Ù³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý ·»Õ³ñõ»ëï³Ï³Ý
Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ ¿ñ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ
Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý í³ëï³Ï³õáñ
¹»ñ³ë³ÝáõÑÇ îÇÏ. Ä»ÝÇ³ Ü»ñë»ë»³ÝÁ,

SPRING
REMEMBRANCE
CONCERT 2008
On 29th April 2008, RP Musical hosted their
annual Spring Remembrance Concert at the
Leighton House Museum in Holland Park.
Two soloists - Hrachya Avanesyan on the
violin and Talar Dekrmanjian, soprano,
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ÇëÏ û·Ý³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁª áõëáõóãáõÑÇÝ»ñ îÇÏ.
êï»ÉÉ³ Â³ñí»ñ¹ÇÝ, îÇÏ. èá½ÇÏ
ÚáíÑ³ÝÝÇë»³ÝÁ ¢ îÇÏ. ²ñ³ùë
Ü³½³ñ»³ÝÁ:
²é³ÝÓÝ³Û³ïáõÏ áõß³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý
³ñÅ³Ý³ó³Ý ã³÷³Ñ³ë ³Ý·ÉÇ³Ëûë
¹³ë³ñ³ÝÇ áõë³ÝáÕÝ»ñÇ ºõ³
Ø³ÝáõÏ»³ÝÇ ¢ º³Ý ìÉÇ·Ç »ÉáÛÃÝ»ñÁ:
ä³ñáõëáÛó îÇÏ. ¸³ÉÇÉ³ ÐÇÃÇ
Õ»Ï³í³ñáõÃ»³Ùµ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñÇÝ Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý å³ñ»ñ:
Þñç³Ý³õ³ñïÝ»ñÇÝ ³õ³ñï³Ï³Ý
íÏ³Û³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ, ³õ³ñï³Ï³Ý ùÝÝáõÃ»³Ý
³ñ¹ÇõÝùÝ»ñÇ íÏ³Û³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¢ ¹åñáóÇ
Ûáõß³Ù»¹³ÉÁ Ñ³ÝÓÝ»óÇÝ ¹åñáóÇ
ïÝûñ¿ÝáõÑÇ îÇÏ. è. Â³ÃáõÉ»³ÝÁ, ¹åñáóÇ
Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÝ»ñÇ ËáñÑñ¹Ç
³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇ îÇÏ. ê»¹³
Î³ñ³å»ï»³ÝÁ ¢ ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý
Û³ÝÓÝ³ËÙµÇ ³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇ îÇÏ.
êÇÉí³ Þ³Ù³ë»³ÝÁ£ ´³ñÓñ
³é³ç³¹ÇÙáõÃ»³Ý ¢ ûñÇÝ³Ï»ÉÇ í³ñùÇ
Ñ³Ù³ñ §²Ý³ÑÇï Ô³½³ñ»³Ý¦
Ùñó³Ý³ÏÁ ëï³ó³õ ßñç³Ý³õ³ñï ²ñÃÇÝ
úÑ³Ý»³ÝÁ£
§ä³ñ·¢ ¶³ë³ñ×»³Ý êÇë
ËÝ³Ù³Ï³ÉáõÃ»³Ý¦ Ùñó³Ý³ÏÝ»ñÁ
ëï³ó³Ý ³õ³ñï³Ï³Ý ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÇ
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñª ð³ýýÇ ºÕÇÏ»³ÝÁ, ²ñÃÇÝ
úÑ³Ý»³ÝÁ ¢ ê³ñû Ö»é³Ñ»³ÝÁ:

³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÇ ¢ µ»ÙÇ å³ëï³éÁ
å³ïñ³ëï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³¢
¹åñáóÇó Ñ»é³óáÕ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñÇÝª îÇÏ
Ú³ëÙÇÏ ¶ÁÙ¿ÃÉ»³ÝÇÝ ¢ äñÝ. îÇñ³Ý
Þ³ùÉ»³ÝÇÝ:
²ÛÝáõÑ»ï¢ ¹åñáóÇ Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÝ»ñÇ
ËáñÑñ¹Ç ³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇ îÇÏ. ê»¹³
Î³ñ³å»ï»³ÝÁ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇ Ëûëù»ñ
áõÕÕ»ó ¸Ïï ¶³·ÇÏ êï»÷³Ýê³ñ·ë»³ÝÇÝ 1999-2007 Ãõ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ
ÁÝÃ³óùáõÙ í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝáõÙ , áñå¿ë
Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõ ³ßË³ï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ÇÝãå¿ë
Ý³¢ îÇÏ Ø³Û¹³ â»ñã»³ÝÇÝ
í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝáõÙ 30 ï³ñÇ ³ßË³ï»Éáõ
Ñ³Ù³ñ:
²ÛëåÇëáí í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ¢ë
ÙÇ ·»Õ»óÇÏ »õ µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó Ñ³Ý¹¿ë,
áñÁ ³ñ¹ÇõÝù ¿ñ Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÝ»ñÇ,
ïÝûñÇÝáõÃ»³Ý, áõëáõóã³Ï³Ý Ï³½ÙÇ ¢
ÍÝáÕ³Ï³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ³ËÙµÇ ÙÇ³ëÝ³Ï³Ý ¢
Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³Ïóõ³Í ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ£
¸åñáóÇ í»ñ³ÙáõïÝ ¿ª 7 ë»åï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ
2008Ã, ³é³õûï»³Ý Å³ÙÁ 10:30¬ÇÝ:
¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ
ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ Ñ³ëó¿Ý ¿ª
Twyford Church of England School,
Twyford Crescent, Acton, London W3 9PP.

ÈáõëÇÝ¿ Â³ÃáõÉÛ³Ý

¸åñáóÇ ïÝûñ¿ÝáõÑÇÝ µ»Ù Ññ³õÇñ»Éáíª
·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇ Ëûëù»ñ ³ë³ó ¢ Í³ÕÇÏÝ»ñ
ÝõÇñ»ó îÇÏ. êÇÉí³ Þ³Ù³ë»³ÝÇÝ
³õ³ñï³Ï³Ý ùÝÝáõÃÛáõÝÝ»ñÁ ¢
ùÝÝáõÃ»³Ý ³ñ¹ÇõÝùÝ»ñÇ íÏ³Û³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ
å³ïñ³ëï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ, áõëáõóãáõÑÇ îÇÏ
²ñ³ùë Ü³½³ñ»³ÝÇÝ µ»Ù³Û³ñ¹³ñÙ³Ý

performed a full programme in the beautiful
setting of the richly decorated home of Lord
Leighton (1830 - 1896).
Hrachya Avanesyan, from Armenia but now
studying at the Queen Elisabeth College of
Music, played the Cesar Frank violin sonata,
'Poeme' by Chausson and Queler tsoler by
Komitas. He played with a strong, flowing
tone appropriate for the romantic nature of
the pieces.

Talar Dekrmanjian, originally from Syria,
charmed the audience with her singing of
works by Mozart, Faure, Strauss,
Rachmaninoff and Komitas. Particularly
moving was Strauss' Lullaby and of course
Komitas' Krounk, Dzirani dzar and Garun-a.
Louisa Culleton

Ð²Ú ÄàÔàìð¸Æ
ä²îØ²Î²Ü
Ð²ÔÂ²Ü²ÎÜºðÀª
ê²ð¸²ð²ä²î - 90
ÞàôÞÆ - 20

Ð³Ù³ñ 14 - 2008
³ñÑ»ëï³õáñÝ»ñÁ« Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»óÇÝ
ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý µáÉáñ Ïáõë³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£
ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ ×³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÝ
³õ³ñïõ»ó Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý ·»ñ³ÏßÇé áõÅ»ñÇ
¹¿Ù Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý áõÅ»ñÇ ï³ñ³Í ÉÇ³Ï³ï³ñ
Û³ÕÃ³Ý³Ïáí£
ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÇ
Û³ÕÃ³Ý³ÏÇ ßÝáñÑÇõ ²ñ¢»É»³Ý
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ ÷ñÏõ»ó Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý
½³õÃáõÙÇó ¢1918 Ãõ³Ï³ÝÇ Ù³ÛÇëÇ 28-ÇÝ
²ñ³·³ÍÇ ßáõñçÁ ï³ñ³Íõ³Í ³Û¹ ÙÇ ÷áùñ
ÑáÕ³ÏïáñÇ íñ³Û 6¬¹³ñ»³Û
å»ïÏ³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ Ïáñóñ³Í Ð³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹ÇÝ
ÑÝ³ñ³õáñáõÃÇõÝ ëï»ÕÍõ»ó í»ñ³Ï³Ý·Ý»É
Ð³Ûáó å»ï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ« Ñéã³Ïõ»ó
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²ÝÏ³Ë Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃÇõÝÁ£
ÞáõßÇÇ ³½³ï³·ñáõÙÁ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ1992
Ãõ³Ï³ÝÇ Ù³ÛÇëÇ 9-ÇÝ£
ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ³Ûë Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÁ Çñ
Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ Ñ³Ù»Ù³ï»É
ÙÇ³ÛÝ ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ ×³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÇ
Ñ»ï£

²Ûë ï³ñÇ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á Ð³Û³ëï³ÝáõÙ
¢ ê÷ÇõéùáõÙ Ù»Í ßáõùáí ïûÝ»óÇÝ Ñ³Û
ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ëáßáñ³·áÛÝ
Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇóª ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ
Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÇ 90-ñ¹ ¢ ÞáõßÇÇ
³½³ï³·ñÙ³Ý 16-ñ¹ ï³ñ»¹³ñÓÝ»ñÁ£
ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÁ »õ ÞáõßÇÇ
³½³ï³·ñáõÙÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ÝáõÙ »Ý Ñ³Û
ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ³½³ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý å³Ûù³ñÇ
÷³ÛÉáõÝ ¿ç»ñÇó:
ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÁ ï»ÕÇ ¿
áõÝ»ó»É 1918 Ãõ³Ï³ÝÇ Ù³ÛÇëÇ 21-Çó 29-ÇÝ£
èáõë³ëï³ÝáõÙ 1917 Ãõ³Ï³ÝÇ
ÐáÏï»Ùµ»ñ»³Ý Û»Õ³÷áËáõÃÇõÝÇó Û»ïáÛ
éáõë³Ï³Ý ½ûñù»ñÁ Ñ»ï ù³ßõ»óÇÝ
²ñ¢Ùï»³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇóª Ù»ñÏ³óÝ»Éáí
ÎáíÏ³ë»³Ý ×³Ï³ïÁ£ ú·ïõ»Éáí ¹ñ³ÝÇóª
Ãáõñù³Ï³Ý Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ Íñ³·ñ»ó áã
ÙÇ³ÛÝ í»ñ³½³õÃ»É ²ñ¢Ùï»³Ý
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ« ³ÛÉ¢ Ýõ³×»É ²ñ¢»É»³Ý
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÁ£
¸ñõ³Í ¿ñ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ÉÇÝ»É ¢ ãÉÇÝ»Éáõ
Ñ³ñóÁ£
Æ ÷³éë Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ³Û¹ ûñÑ³ë³Ï³Ý
å³ÑÇÝ ÙÇ ÏáÕÙ ¹Ý»Éáí Ïáõë³Ïó³Ï³Ý
ï³ñ³Ó³ÛÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ« µáÉáÁ
Ñ³Ù³ËÙµõ»óÇÝ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç ÷ñÏáõÃ»³Ý
Ñ³Ù³ñ£
Ö³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÁ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå»óÇÝ ¢
Ù³ëÝ³Ïó»óÇÝ èáõë³Ï³Ý µ³Ý³ÏáõÙ
Í³é³Û³Í Ñ³Û Ï³¹ñ³ÛÇÝ ëå³Ý»ñÁ«
²ñ¢Ùï»³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ
ÇÝùÝ³å³ßïå³Ý³Ï³Ý ÏéÇõÝ»ñáõÙ ³ãùÇ
ÁÝÏ³Í Ñ³Û Ù³ñïÇÏÝ»ñÁ«
²ñó³ËÇ«¼³Ý·»½áõñÇ« ÞÇñ³ÏÇ ¢
Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý É»éÝ³ßË³ñÑÇ ³ÛÉ ßñç³ÝÝ»ñÇó
Ï³½Ùõ³Í ³ßË³ñÑ³½ûñ³ÛÇÝÝ»ñÁ« Ñ³Û
ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç µáÉáñ Ë³õ»ñÇ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñª ·ÇõÕ³óÇÝ»ñÁ«
Ùï³õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ« Ñá·¢áñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ«

âÝ³Û³Í ³ÛÝ Çñ Í³õ³ÉÝ»ñáí ¢ ½ûñùÇ áõ
é³½Ù³Ï³Ý ÙÇçáóÝ»ñÇ Ý»ñ·ñ³õÙ³Ùµ
ãáõÝ¿ñ ÝáÛÝ Ù³ëßï³µÁ« ë³Ï³ÛÝ« Çñ
é³½Ù³ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ
ÝáÛÝù³Ý Ï³ñ¢áñ ¿ñ ¢ ßñç³¹³ñÓ³ÛÇÝ áã
ÙÇ³ÛÝ ²ñó³Ë»³Ý å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ« ³ÛÉ¢
ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³å»ë« Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç Ýáñ³·áÛÝ
å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ßñç³ÝÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ£
²é³ëå»É ¹³ñÓ³Í ³Û¹ é³½Ù³Ï³Ý
·áñÍáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ«áñÝ Çñ³Ï³Ý³óõ»ó
²ñó³ËÇ ÇÝùÝ³å³ßïå³Ý³Ï³Ý áõÅ»ñÇ
ÏÕÙÇó« ³Ûëûñ ¿É é³½Ù³Ï³Ý ï»ë³µ³ÝÝ»ñÇ
½³ñÙ³ÝùÝ áõ ÑÇ³óÙáõÝùÝ ¿ ³é³ç³óÝáõÙ£
ÞáõßÇÇ ³½³ï³·ñáõÙÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ÝáõÙ ¿
²ñó³Ë»³Ý å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ßñç³¹³ñÓ³ÛÇÝ
Ï¿ïÁ£
¶©Â³ÑÃ³Û»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ
ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÁ ØÇ³ó»³É Â³·³õáñáõÃÇõÝáõÙ
Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý
¹»ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ
í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ëñ³ÑáõÙ« 2008 Ãõ³Ï³ÝÇ
Ù³ÛÇëÇ 10-ÇÝ »ñ»ÏáÛ»³Ý Å³ÙÁ 7:30-ÇÝ
ïûÝ»óÇÝ ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÇ
90-ñ¹ ¢ ÞáõßÇÇ ³½³ï³·ñÙ³Ý 16-ñ¹
ï³ñ»¹³ñÓÝ»ñÁ:
ºñ»ÏáÛÇ µ³Ý³ËûëÝ ¿ñ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ
Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý ²½·³ÛÇÝ ²Ï³¹»ÙÇ³ÛÇ
ä³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ÇÝëïÇïáõïÇ
ïÝûñ¿Ý«ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ·ÇïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ
¹áÏïáñ« Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý
²½·³ÛÇÝ ²Ï³¹»ÙÇ³ÛÇ ÃÕÃ³ÏÇó ³Ý¹³Ù«
åñáý»ëáñª ²ßáï Ø»ÉùáÝ»³ÝÁ£
ºñ»ÏáÝ µ³ó»ó ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ïÝûñÇÝáõÑÇ
îÇÏ è© Â³ÃáõÉ»³ÝÁ£Ü³ Û³Ù³éáï
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ
Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñïÇ ¢ ÞáõßÇÇ ³½³ï³·ñÙ³Ý
å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ßñç³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¢
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó »ñ»ÏáÛÇ µ³Ý³ËûëÇ Ï»³ÝùÝ
áõ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃÇõÝÁ£
²ÛÝáõÑ»ï¢ »ÉáÛÃ áõÝ»ó³õ ØÇ³ó»³É
Â³·³õáñáõÃÇõÝáõÙ Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ
Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý ¹»ëå³Ý ¸Ïï ì³Ñ¿
¶³µñÇ¿É»³ÝÁ£Ü³ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ³Ûë »ñÏáõ
Ñ»ñáë³Ù³ñï»ñÇ å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý
Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ£

Ø»ÉùáÝ»³ÝÁ Ññ³ß³ÉÇûñ¿Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó
Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý
Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ« Ñ³Ý·³Ù³Ýûñ¿Ý
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ê³ñ¹³ñ³å³ïÇ
×³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÁ« Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ²é³çÇÝ
²ÝÏ³Ë Ð³Ýñ³å»ïáõÃ»³Ý ëï»ÕÍáõÙÁ:
²ÛÝáõÑ»ï¢ Ý³ Ï³Ý· ³é³õ ²ñó³Ë»³Ý
å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ¢ ÞáõßÇÇ ³½³ï³·ñÙ³Ý
å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ íñ³Û£
äñáý»ëáñ ²ßáï Ø»ÉùáÝ»³ÝÇ ·Çï»ÉÇùÝ»ñÇ
³Ýë³ÑÙ³Ý å³ß³ñÇ ¢ ¹³ë³Ëûë³Ï³Ý
Ññ³ß³ÉÇ Ï³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ý ßÝáñÑÇõ« ³õ»ÉÇ
ù³Ý »ñÏáõ Å³Ù Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñÁ ÙïáíÇ
ï»Õ³÷áËõ»óÇÝ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíñ¹Ç
å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ³Ýó»³ÉÁ£ Ü³ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó
Ýáñ Ùûï»óáõÙ Ð³Ûáó ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý
×³Ý³ãÙ³Ý Ñ³ñóáõÙ£
î³Õ³Ý¹³õáñ ·ÇïÝ³Ï³ÝÁ ÍÝõ»É ¿
æ³õ³ËùáõÙ£ Üñ³ å³å»ñÁ ·³ÕÃ»É »Ý
²ñ¢Ùï»³Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇó« Î³ñÇÝÇó£
äñáý. ²ßáï Ø»ÉùáÝ»³ÝÁ µ³½ÙÇóë
³Ý·³ÙÝ»ñ Çñ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ ¢ Çñ ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÇ
Ñ»ï ×³Ý³å³ñÑáñ¹»É ¿ ²ñ¢Ùï»³Ý
Ð³Û³ëï³Ý£ Ü³ Çñ ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÇª ÙÇ ËáõÙµ
Ùï³õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï ³Ýó»³É ï³ñÇ
û·áëïáëÇ10-ÇÝ« Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý »é³·áÛÝÁ
µ³ñÓñ³óñ»ó ²ñ³ñ³ïÇ ·³·³ÃÇÝ« áñÇ
ï»ë³»ñÇ½Áª §¸¿åÇ ³ÝÑ³ë ²ñ³ñ³ï¦
ÏÇÝáÝÏ³ñÁ óáõó³¹ñõ»ó »ñ»ÏáÛÇ í»ñçáõÙ£
Ú³çáñ¹ ûñÁ Ù³ÛÇëÇ 11-ÇÝ ï³Õ³Ý¹³õáñ
·ÇïÝ³Ï³ÝÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çå»ó ¶©Â³ÑÃ³Û»³Ý
ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÇ« áõëáõóã³Ï³Ý Ï³½ÙÇ ¢
ÍÝáÕÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï£ Ü³ »ñ»Ë³Ý»ñÇÝ Ù³ïã»ÉÇ
Ó¢áí Ý»ñÏ³Û³óñ»ó ³Ûë »ñÏáõ Ëáßáñ³·áÛÝ
å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ ¢
Ýñ³Ýó Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ Ù³ëÇÝ£
ì»ñçáõÙ óáõó³¹ñõ»ó Ñ³ïõ³ÍÝ»ñ §¸¿åÇ
³ÝÑ³ë ²ñ³ñ³ï¦ ï»ë³»ñÇ½Çó£
²Ûë »ñÏáõ Ó»éÝ³ñÏÝ»ñÝ ¿É
Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåõ³Í ¿ÇÝ Ññ³ß³ÉÇ ¢
µáí³Ý¹³Ï³ÉÇó£
²Ñ³ Ã¿ ÇÝãå¿ë ¿ ³ñï³Û³ïõ»É »ñ»ÏáÛÇ
í»ñ³µ»ñ»³É äñÝ Ð. îáÏ³ïÉ»³ÝÁ£
It was such a pleasure to attend the most interesting
lecture by far in recent years held for the Armenian
community in London.
Thank you for facilitating the evening worthy of
praise.
Dr Melkonyan is such a gifted orator and obviously
well versed in his subject. Not only did he cover the
historical aspects but made it so interesting at the
same time. No hesitations at all and so easy to follow
for the attendees whether speakers of eastern or
western dialects. Armenia deserves citizens of his
calibre and we should all be proud to count him as
one of our own.
Thank you and the School once again for having the
vision to organise the evening.
With my best wishes for the future, Hratch
Tokatlian.

ÈáõëÇÝ¿ Â³ÃáõÉ»³Ý

ºñ»ÏáÛÇ µ³Ý³ËûëÁ äñáý»ëáñ ²ßáï
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AGBU: THE
EUROPEAN
CHALLENGE

Presentation by Alexis Govciyan,
Chairman of AGBU Europe

On 28th May 2008, Alexis Gocviyan, one of
the key architects of the French process of
official recognition of the Armenian Genocide
in 2001, gave a talk about the aims and role of
the newly created organisation 'AGBU
Europe'.
The aim is to create a supra-organization,
overarching and organising the unity of all
Armenian organisations in each European
country in order to focus European
Armenians' efforts in relation to Genocide
recognition, the development of Armenia and
the issue of opposition to Turkey's entry into
the EU until it remedies issues such as
genocide recognition, equality of minorities
and the blockade of Armenia.
The strategy of a united effort, of all the
different Armenian organisations uniting and
working together for the first time, succeeded
in France to achieve recognition of the
Armenian Genocide and it is hoped that this
new strategy of AGBU Europe will work to
achieve Genocide recognition at the European
level. It is hoped that the various organisations
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in other European countries will do the same
and thereby strengthen the chances of
European recognition. Other aims of AGBU
Europe are to develop and preserve education
and cultural heritage and support the
Armenian nation. With shared objectives and
goals it is thought that the very different, often
divided, Armenian organisations, can come
together and work effectively to achieve the
aims which they all work towards individually.
Alexis Govciyan also spoke about specific
programmes in terms of aid, culture and
education organised and sponsored by the
AGBU, and the soon to be available on-line elearning programmes for Armenians.
An interesting lecture which sparked off much
debate about very controversial issues, but
there is a lot of sense in the argument that in
order to have influence at the European level,
it is necessary for Armenians to work together
and consolidate their position in Europe on
the issues which need to be resolved.
Louisa Culleton

Congratulations:
Marriam Hagobian LLB (Hons) Law,
daughter of Mr B. Hagobian of London.
Congratulations and Best Wishes for obtaining
your degree in Law in November 2007.
We are all proud of your success and
wish you Good Luck.
From family and friends in the UK,
USA and Australia

CONDOLENCES:
Esther Tekeyan Pelosi
Hripsime Tekeyan and Roland Pelosi
would like to thank all relatives and friends for
their kindness and support following the loss of
Esther Tekeyan Pelosi.
All flowers, cards and donations were greatly
appreciated.

DELIGHTS OF
ARMENIAN
CUISINE
“The best fruits in the world grow here!”
After tasting the fruit that grows in
Armenia you can really confirm this patriotic
Armenian claim. There are several closely
linked reasons for the outstanding quality of
the fruit. The strong sunlight ensures
sweetness, the winds that blow almost
constantly and the temperature variations
promote the formation of acids. The pride of
Armenia is the Apricot (Tsiran) and even its
scientific name is a nod in the direction of
our homeland: Armeniaca vulgaris or Prunus
armeniaca, meaning Armenian plum.

WORLDWIDE
SYSTEMS OF TIMERECKONING AND
SACRED TIME IN
RELATION TO THE
ETHIOPIAN
CALENDAR
Addis Ababa University, in conjunction with
the Institute of Semetic Studies of
Princeton, New Jersey, had sponsored a
symposium on the history of world timereckoning and calendar systems on June 35th 2008.The conference, featuring local
and international scholars, was held in
recognition of Ethiopia's contribution to
world civilization, and in celebration of the
Ethiopian Millennium. An important
objective of time reckoning has been to find
the markings of sacred times and seasons
mathematically following the movements of
the heavenly bodies and establishing
religious festivals and fasts. Indeed, time
reckoning requires a great deal of scientific
knowledge without which sacred times and
seasons cannot be marked. In other words,
here is one area where science and religion
converge. The concept of time reckoning is
man's greatest creation and one of the only
characteristics of the human being that sets
him apart from the animal world - was the
opening remark of
Revd. Dr. Vrej Nersessian in his
presentation of 'Calendrical systems
employed in Armenia: Dating systems in
Armenian manuscripts and artifacts'. The
Armenian calendar, like the calendars of
other peoples, had many variations, each

Anooshapoor (sweet soup)
Sweet soups called anooshapoor are an
Armenian specialty. They may be made with
wheat grains, apricots, mixed dried fruit or a
mixture of everything. Anooshapoor is
usually eaten as a hot or cold desert.
100 g.
0.5 tsp.
150 g.
150 g.
150 g.
100 g.
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minutes over the lowest heat. This dish may
be eaten hot or cold served with chopped
almonds or walnuts.
Anoosh!

barley grits or wheat bulgur
salt
dried apricots pitted
raisins
prunes pitted
brown sugar
Chopped almonds or walnuts

Soak the grits or bulgur for about 6 hours,
drain and bring to a boil in about 1.5 litre
salted water. Add the dried apricots, raisins,
prunes and sugar and simmer for about 90

belonging to a different historical period.
The influence of neighbouring cultures, the
customs of kindred nations, their migration
from their original home are some of the
factors that contributed to the creation of
the various systems.
A distinguishing feature of the Armenian
cultural heritage is the importance
Armenian scribes and craftsmen assign to
incorporating into their artistic creations an
inscription using the Armenian alphabet.
The need to perpetuate the memory (the
verb hishel from which the term
Hishatakaran) of those who had contributed
to the making of a manuscript or a work of
art was an important aspect of colophon
writing and the concept of historiography
among Armenians which followed very
closely the dictum "k'anzi votch e
patmoutiwn chshmarit arants
zhamanakagroutean' (because there is no
true history without chronology (GK
:khronografia: Movses Khorenatsi, Bk
II,82)).
Following his brief introduction, he
progressed to define the place of the
Armenian church within the Universal
Christian church and then, following the
schism of 451AD, its place and role in the
Christian Orient family of churches.
The Armenian alphabet has been used both
for language and for dating. Armenian
historians and scribes employed more than
one system of time-reckoning.
The Armenians used four calendars on the
basis of the Creation story: The Imperial
Era of the Creation; The Septuagint Era of
the Creation; The Alexandrian Era of the
Creation and the Armenian Era of the
Creation devised by the Armenian

mathematician Anania Shirakatsi. After the
adoption of Christianity, the Armenian
church fathers devised their own
calenderical systems: The Great Armenian
Era (Haykakan meds tvakan); The Little
Armenian Era (Haykakan P'okr tvakan) or
Sarkavagadir tvakan, called after Hovhannes
Sarkavag Imastaser and Azaria
Djougheyetsou t'vakan, that is the calendar
created by Azaria of New Julfa in
1615/1616 used primarily in Persia and
India.
Father Nerses Nersessian extended his stay
in Addis Ababa to meet the small Armenian
community and took the opportunity to
celebrate the Divine Armenian liturgy in the
magnificent Chruch of St Gevorg (built in
1928) in the exact shape of the church of
Holy Hripsime in Holy Etchmiadzin.
The Armenian community in Ethiopia does
not have a priest. Father Nerses was also
invited to visit the Patriarchate of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church and meet the
Pope Paulus. In the meeting with the Pope,
the question of the restitution of the
Armenian school to the Armenian
community was mentioned and the Pope
promised that he would raise the issue with
the government on behalf of the Armenian
community. The Pope has also invited
Father Nerses to teach at the Theological
Seminary of the Patriarchate.
Revd. Dr. Vrej Nersessian
The British Library, Head of the Christian
Middle East Section - 12 June 2008
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GOLDEN APRICOT
FILM FESTIVAL
The Golden Apricot 5th annual international
film festival took place in Yerevan this July.
The film-makers, honourable guests and
participants walked through the red carpet to
the Moscow Cinema for the opening of the
5th Golden Apricot Film Festival on July 13,
accompanied by photographers and
journalists. The festival, presided over by
Atom Egoyan, has been providing much
needed and important cultural sparkle to the
life of the city every summer since 2004. The
festival includes screenings of films from
both Armenian flim-makers as well as
established and emerging international acts.

This year the festival was also used to pay
tribute to Michelangelo Antonioni. During
the opening ceremony, with a minute of
silence the hall respected the memory of the
famous film-director. Wim Wenders, the
honourable guest of the festival, awarded a
posthumous Parajanov’s Thaler prize to
Michelangelo Antonioni.

in Latar complex in Yerevan. The Prime
Minister of RA Mr. Tigran Sargsyan, Minister
of Culture of RA Mrs. Hasmik Poghosyan
and many film makers from Armenia and all
over the world were present at the ceremony.

The closing ceremony of the 5th Golden
Apricot Film Festival took place on July 19th

Karine Hakobyan

For more information, please see
http://www.gaiff.am

Other awards of this year’s festival included:
International Feature Film Competition
Best Feature Film - Golden Apricot
The Mermaid, Anna Melikian, Russia
Silver Prize
Lemon Tree, Eran Riklis, Israel
Wonderful Town, Aditya Assarat, Tailand
Jury Special Diploma
End of the Earth, Abolfazl Saffari, Iran

International Documentary Competition
Best Documentary Film - Golden Apricot
Women See Lot of Things, Meira Asher,
Israel
Silver Prize
Lakshmi and Me, Nishta Jain, India

Armenian Panorama Competition
Best Film - Golden Apricot
The Blue Hour, Eric Nazarian, USA
Silver Prize
Gata, Diana Mkrtchyan, Russia
Jury Diploma
Jrarat Miniatures, Mariam Ohanyan, Armenia

Announcement

Kashatagh (latchin), the liberated region between Armenia
and Artsakh remains the most vital, strategic lifeline
guaranteeing Artsakh’s security. But, in recent years it has
suffered some unfortunate setbacks including economic
stagnation and rising emigration, which have intensified
the region’s vulnerability.
As part of the renewed effort by the NKR Government,
Tufenkian Foundation has been asked to lead for the
coordination of financial commitments by donor
organisations toward Kashatagh’s revitalisation.
Kashatagh’s revitalisation program includes a variety of
projects which can range from sponsoring higher education
for a child of a fallen or disabled soldier to building new
homes. For more information about the works and
programs, see

www.Tufenkianfoundation.com.

The Tufenkian Foundation is appealing to the Armenian
community in Britain for fundraising. The contribution
would offer much to the resettlement and revitalisation
programs of Kashatagh.
12
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MAY 28TH
INDEPENDENCE
DAY CELEBRATIONS

On May 31st, the 90th anniversary
celebration of the first Armenian Republic
took place at the Navasartian Centre in
Northfields. 120 people gathered to
commemorate May 28th - Armenian
Independence Day with opening words from
Mr Hratche Boghosian. The dinner and
dance was accompanied with great
enthusiasm with live music from George
Baghdoian. The Guest speaker, his
Excellency Dr. Vahe Gabrielyan spoke of the
lasting memory of the heroes who bravely
fought for Armenian Independence.
It is certain that without the foundation of
the first Armenian Republic in 1918, the
Independence of Armenia in 1991 would not
have been made possible. As Armenians we
owe a debt of gratitude to the heroes who
sacrificed their lives for Armenian liberation,
which we continue to enjoy today.

Huby Saroukhanoff
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NEW MINIBUS FOR
ARMENIAN SENIOR
CITIZENS AND
DISABLED
On Friday 6th June 2008, at Hayashen, over 50
delighted Armenian senior citizens and carers
welcomed the delivery of a new 15-seat vehicle
purchased by the Centre for Armenian
Information and Advice (CAIA) for the benefit
of frail, elderly, and disabled Armenians. This
specially-adapted vehicle will be used to
provide lifts twice a week to Hayashen Senior
Social/Lunch Club and replaces one purchased
back in 1990 which had become too costly to
maintain and a liability.
The Club is not only a lifeline and safety net
for the most vulnerable and isolated Armenian
senior citizens, but also acts as a conduit for
them to access CAIA, council, health and other
statutory and community services which they
would otherwise not be able to use. Annually,
over 150 senior citizens use the club by visiting
it 3000 times, which enhances their quality of
life by reducing their isolation, bolstering their
independence and allowing them access to
services, as well as providing support and
breaks for their relatives/carers. Thirty of them
are provided with free lifts over 2000 times
annually, from their home to Hayashen and
back, mainly from the London Boroughs of
Ealing and Hounslow.

The celebrations started with CAIA CEO
Misak Ohanian welcoming everyone and
thanking the four charities who had
contributed to the purchase of the new
vehicle: The St Sarkis Charity Trust, The
Percy Bilton Trust, The Clothworkers'
Foundation, and The Trusthouse Charitable
Foundation. He also thanked members of the
Armenian community for their enthusiastic
support for this project, as well as Acton
Community Forum which supported CAIA
with its fundraising expertise. Misak Ohanian
also thanked Help the Aged who provided
practical advice in choosing the right vehicle,
helping with the necessary adaptations, legal
paperwork, etc.

Marriages

PAUL JAMES DOWNES, son of Irwin and Patricia Downes and
MARAL MESROBIAB, daughter of Assadour and Yeghsabet Markarian,

Special guest Councillor Mrs Seema Kumar,
the Deputy Mayor of LB of Ealing, and
Graham Laile from Help the Aged, also
spoke to wish those who will benefit from
the vehicle all the best. After a short interlude
for lunch and refreshments, senior citizens,
members of CAIA's Management Committee
led by chair Souren Grigorian, and other
guests, including representatives from the
Armenian Embassy, the Armenian Church of
GB, the Armenian Church and Community
Council, and local press, gathered in front of
the new vehicle where Ft. Shnork said a short
prayer to bless the vehicle. Finally Councillor
Mrs Seema Kumar cut the traditional ribbon
to the cheers of all those present.
Source: www.caia.org.uk

DAVIT HOVHANNISYAN, son of Hektor and Gayane Hovhannisyan
and ZARA AYVAZYAN, daughter of Artavazd and Seda Ayvazyan, were

were married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 3 May 2008.

married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 29 June 2008.

GEORGE BAGHDOYAN, son of Baghdasar and Loiza Baghdoyan and
ARPINEH KASSABIAN, daughter of Joseph and Anahid Kassabian, were

ARBI GHAZARYAN, son of Robert and Vehanoush Ghazarian and
ANTONINA PANASYUK, daughter of Vasyl and Maria Panasyuk, were

married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 10 May 2008.

married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 25 July 2008.

SEAN FRANCIS O¹NEILL, son of John and Anne O¹Neill and
RITA ASHOOGHIAN, daughter of Khachaloos and Noyemik Ashnooghian,

ARMEN SENEKERIMIAN, son of Robert and Clavdia Senekerimian and
HASMIK SARKISIAN, daughter of Hrant and Jenia Sarkisian, were

ARAM MARTIROSSIAN, son of Albert and Mania Martirossian and
KAROLINA LUCJA OBLIZAJEK, daughter of Krzysztov and Bozena

SHAHE KLENDJIAN, son of Mardig and Sona Klendjian and
CATHERINE ANNE O¹NEILL, daughter of Eugene and Mary O¹Neil,

SAMUEL CHRISTOPHER WATTS, son of Christopher and Marilyn
Watts and ELNORA TERAKOPIAN, daughter of Megerdich and Flora
Terakopian, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 14 June 2008.

PATRICK ADDIS, son of Robert and Judith Addis and
LENA KEOROGHLOUIAN, daughter of Artin and Hilda Keoroghlouian,

were married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 2 August 2008.

KARAPET BALDJIAN, son of Hakob and Sushik Baldjian and
AISTE PECIULAITYTE, daughter of Vaclovas and Rasa Peciulaitis, were

FREDERICK ANTHONY THADDEUS, son of Stephen and Josephine
Thaddeus and SUSAN ANN HOMEWOOD, daughter of Ronald and

were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 31 May 2008.

Oblizajek, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 7 June 2008.

married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 21 June 2008.
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married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 26 July 2008.

were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 2 August 2008.

Mary Groom, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 9 August 2008.
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Baptisms

FRANCIS ALFRED EAGLE SHAVARSH, son of Richard and Talia

Merrett, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 19 April
2008.

LUCY ANNIE, daughter of Garo and Markrid Apikian, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 8 June 2008.

MIA FLORENCE DZAGHIK, daughter of Manus and Tania Costello, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 8 June 2008.

ZACHARY MARDIG, son of Nazo and Michelle Klendjian, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 26 July 2008.
LAUREN HASMIK, daughter of Nejde and Dorothee Manuelian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 27 July 2008.

SEVAN ROCCO DICKIE, son of Steven and Paula Mendoza, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 10 August 2008.

DYLAN ARJAN RAFFIE, son of Arjan and Linda Kana, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 28 June 2008.

MELANIE CLARE, who was originally baptised in the Roman Catholic
Church in 1978, was confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 10 August
2008 and received into the Armenian Apostolic Church.

SETRAG, son of Ara and Elaine Sarafian, was baptised and confirmed at St

MARIO DELYFER, who was originally baptised in the Roman Catholic

LEVON TER-NERSESSIAN, son of Tiran and Jodi Nersessian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church Revd. Nerses Nersessian
on 29 June 2008.

BENEDETTA, daughter of Tigran Kibarian and Beatrice Melli, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 23 August 2008.

ARMEN, son of Raffi and Tania Kebabdjian, was baptised and confirmed at

EMILIA and SONA, daughters of Samvel and Christina Sargsyan, were

ALICE TALIN, daughter of John-Paul and Armine Renno, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 5 July 2008.

SARKIS ARTHUR, son of Hagop and Chrisina Avakian, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 24 August 2008.

Sarkis Armenian Church on 29 June 2008.

St Sarkis Armenian Church on 5 July 2008.

Condolences in the memory of

MAGARET SARAFIAN, born in Iran in 1930, died on 23 April 2008.
The Funeral service took place at Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Manchester
on 28 April 2008. Buried at Southern Cemetery.
GARABED TCHAKMAKDJIAN, born in Alexandra, Egypt in 1916,
died on 22 April 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 14 May 2008.

LEVON CHIFTJIAN, born in Jerusalem in 1939, died on 1 May 2008.
Buried at New Southgate Cemetery on 15 May 2008.

HEROS KHANIAN, born in Iran in 1942, died on 23 May 2008.
Buried at Greenford Park Cemetery on 5 June 2008.

MANOUG KOZAJIAN, born in Beirut in 1924, died on 1 June 2008.

Buried at Hendon Cemetery on 11 June 2008.

Church in 1978, was confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 10 August
2008 and received into the Armenian Apostolic Church.

baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 23 August 2008.

ASDGHIK CHOREKDJIAN, born in Cilicia in 1920, died on 8 June
2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 20 June 2008.

JENIK NAHAPETIAN NAZLOOMIAN, born in Isfahan, Iran in

1927, died on 3 July 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery on 14 July 2008.

SIRANOOSH MARY EMIN, born in Dacca, India in 1909, died on 5 July
2008. Cremated at Breakspear Crematorium on 14 July 2008.

MINAS EODJOURIAN, born in Cyprus, in 1934, died on 12 July 2008.
Buried at New Southgate Cemetery on 22 July 2008.
ARTOOSH DER-GLESTANIAN, born in Tehran in 1949, died on 21

July 2008. The Funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian Church on
28 July 2008. Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery.

ANOUSH GALUSTIAN, born in Iran in 1940, died on 20 May 2008.
Cremated at Golders Green Crematorium on 11 June 2008.

TATEOS KRIKOR TATEOSSIAN, born in Sudan in 1927, died on 21

ALICE GREGORY, born in Beirut in 1935, died on 30 May 2008. The

HRIPSIME SAADETIAN, born in Adana in 1919, died on 25 August

Funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 16 June 2008.
Buried at Gunnersbury Cemetery.

July 2008. Buried at East Sheen Cemetery on 31 July 2008.
2008. Buried at Hendon Cemetery on 29 August 2008.

KRIKOR ZAREH SHAMLIAN, born in Larnaca, Cyprus in 1925, died
on 31 May 2008. Buried at New Southgate Cemetery on 17 June 2008.
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GETTING TO KNOW
THE DEACONS OF
THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH IN UK
Readers of Hamaink might be interested in
getting to know more closely the various
devoted individuals involved with the Armenian
community and the Church here in the UK.
Sarkis Kalaydjian is one the Deacons serving
the Church and the community. Mr Kalaydjian
was born in Cyprus in 1938 and came to the
UK in 1978. Mr Kalaydjian has two daughters
and a son and five grandchildren. In an
interview with Hamaink, Mr Kalaydjian says:
“Nvirum (commitment) and vocation for me
are among the most important things in life. I
am nearly 70 and have not much to do as I am
retired. I very much enjoy going to the Church
and the Sharagans (Armenian spiritual songs)
and, fortunately, I have the time to practice

singing. Being at home or elsewhere, whenever
I sing, it will be Sharagans and not modern
English or Armenian songs.” Mr Kalaydjian
then goes on to describe how it all started. I
went to school at five. The Melikian Ouzunian
Azkain Varjaran and the Sourp Asdvadzadzin
Church were in the same plot of land. Our
music teacher was a famous violinist and Sourp
Asdvadzadzin Choir Master Vahan Bedelian
who was very dedicated to the Church, the
school and all the children.
When he noticed someone had a suitable voice
to become a yerazhisht (singer-musician), he
approached his parents and told them that he
wanted them in the Church every Sunday. It
happened in my case when I was seven years
old. I was committed to the Church not only
every Sunday but also when I was early to
school in the morning, I used to pop in for
morning choir and sessions. At twelve, I was
Der Vazken Avak Kahanay Sandruniz right
hand. I would take part in the divine liturgies at
various Churches, including Famagusta
Gantchvor Vank and Limassol St. Kevork

Church. This lasted until 1963 when I was
transferred by my employer R.A.F. to Limassol.
There I served at St. Kevork Church until 1978.
When we came to this country (UK), I started
working as a bus driver. As it involved shift
work, including some Sundays, I was not able to
fully take part in the Choir activities. When I
retired in 2003, I had a word with HG Bishop
Nathan Hovhannisian and started serving the
Church. Every Sunday, I look forward to going
to the Church. I live in North London and it
takes me nearly 90 minutes to come to Church.
I think it is important to encourage young
people to take part in the life and the activities
of the Church more actively. It is also
important for the younger generation to keep
the Armenian language alive and read and write
in Armenian. However, even if there are
language limitations due to various
circumstances, children and young people can
read the Armenian Sharagans in English letters
initially and still be able to be part of a
wonderful tradition.
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