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Dear readers,

Welcome to this year’s last Hamaink
issue. We have had very bustling few
months in the life of the community,
highlights of which we have tried to
capture and present to our readers.

One of the most memorable events within
the last few months is the unveiling of the
Genocide Memorial Khatchkar (Cross
Stone) in Wales on November 3rd, which
is the first Monument dedicated to the
victims of the Armenian Genocide to be
erected on public land in the UK, on the
grounds of the Temple of Peace at the
Welsh Centre of International Affairs in
Cardiff. Earlier in September, our
community came together to celebrate
the 16th anniversary of Independence of
the Republic of Armenia through a
cultural evening at St Yeghiche Church.
Details of both events, together with
other fascinating articles on the visit of
Stephen Pound MP to Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh, an interview with the
Chairperson of the Armenian Relief
Society’s GB Chapter, Mrs Matilda
Megerdichian, on the occasion of the
Chapter’s 25th anniversary, reviews of
films, concerts and art exhibitions can be
found in this Hamaink issue.

We hope you will enjoy your last 2007
issue and we very much look forward to
resuming our communication with you all
in 2008! On behalf of the whole Hamaink
team, I would like to wish you a very
Happy New Year and Merry Christmas!

Anna Hakobyan
Editor

ACCC CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
December, 2007

As our present term of office draws to an end, on behalf of my colleagues and myself, I
would like to thank all the members of the community for having the faith in the continuity
of the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain and electing us to serve as
members of the present Council (Dec 2002-Dec 2007). It has been an honour for us to serve
you, to preserve and maintain the constitution of the ACCC and to represent a unity of
purpose.

The ACCC was formed by community leaders about 60 years ago when the community
grew rapidly from a few hundred to many thousands. It soon became clear that in order to
have an arena for volunteers to participate in community life, we would need to be
represented by an umbrella Council to attend to our secular, cultural and ecclesiastial needs.

The ACCC has since functioned as an apolitical, democratic representative of the whole
community. During our term of office, we have endeavoured to keep the community
informed of our activities and have made two practical introductions:

Firstly, the Hamaink newspaper which is published five times a year, and is posted free of
charge to every British Armenian household registered with the ACCC (about 2,700
addresses). The production costs of such a publication are considerable, however it has
been well received by all and we are grateful for the generous contributions received from
various individuals, Armenian organisations and charitable trusts, without whose support
it would not have been possible.

Secondly, we have created www.accc.org.uk, a community website featuring UK
community and Armenian news. This has proved very popular and currently receives an
average of 17,000 visits per month from the UK and from such places as Australia, USA,
the Far East and Armenia itself. The Events Diary has proved particularly successful. Any
Armenian organisation may submit details of a function they need publicising – from
concerts to sporting events – free of charge. This has also proved an effective way of
ensuring that events do not clash.

The Council has had an extremely busy term of office and whilst it would not be possible
to list all of the work carried out, I would like to mention a few:

St Sarkis ChurchSt Yeghiche Church

êàôð´  ÌÜàôÜ¸
5 ÚáõÝáõ³ñ - Öñ³·³ÉáÛó, Å³ÙÁ 17.30

6 ÚáõÝáõ³ñ - êµ ä³ï³ñ³·, Å³ÙÁ 11.00

CHRISTMAS
5 January - Christmas Eve at 17.30

6 January - Christmas Liturgy at 11.00

cont. p. 2
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THE CHURCH

The Church plays a fundamental part in the life of the British
Armenian community and the ACCC is privileged to enjoy the full
support of His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of all Armenians.
His Holiness honoured the community by an official visit to the
United Kingdom shortly after our election to office. Later, the
ACCC was charged with the preparation of a Diocesan Constitution
under which the three church authorities of the UK – St Sarkis
Church (London), The Holy Trinity Church (Manchester) and the
ACCC would be united within a Diocesan Assembly under a
Diocesan Constitution.  Earlier this year we announced with pride,
that after three years of preparation, an agreement was finally
reached on the terms of the constitution and we are currently
awaiting its ratification by HH Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians.

EVENTS

The ACCC organised a welcome reception on behalf of the British
Armenian community for the current Armenian Ambassador on his
arrival to the UK and since then have endeavoured to support the
Embassy in London. We have made the celebration of Armenian
Independence Day on 21st September an annual event as a joint
function and are pleased to note its success and popularity.

In 2005, it was a great joy to welcome to the UK the Cilicia, a
hand-made reproduction of a medieval sailing ship which re-traced
the medieval trading routes of European waterways and the
Mediterranean. At the request of the Armenian Embassy, the
ACCC organised a welcome party on arrival of the Cilicia in
Portsmouth Harbour. We appointed a specific Cilicia Festival
committee which looked after the vessel during her winter mooring
and later, in 2006, organised an excellent send-off celebration from
St Katherine's Dock in London. London Bridge was raised in
honour of Cilicia’s arrival and again on her departure on the historic
date of May 28th when around 1,000 people attended the festivities.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

During our term of office, the Kevork Tahta Armenian Community
Sunday School celebrated its 25th anniversary. I would like to pay
tribute to the dedication of the teaching staff and Parents'
Committee for their dedicated work and particularly to Mrs. Anahid
Kazarians, who retired as Headmistress. The ACCC recommended
her to receive a special honour from His Holiness Karekin II for her
over 20 years of service. I would also like to welcome Mrs.
Rousanna Tatulian who was appointed Headmistress by the School
Trustees and wish her every success in this most important post.

CRAG

The campaign for recognition of the Armenian Genocide has been
gathering momentum throughout the world and our efforts in the
UK are led by the ACCC's extremely hard-working CRAG
committee. Together with colleagues and supporters in Scotland,
CRAG was instrumental in securing Edinburgh City Council’s
historic vote recognising the Armenian Genocide. This took place
against enormous opposition from the Turkish propaganda
machine, with 35,000 emails sent by the Turkish lobby to
Edinburgh City Council opposing the vote (and causing their
computer system to fail). Despite this, the majority of Council
members looked at the facts and made a morally responsible
decision, which was greatly appreciated by Armenians worldwide.
CRAG has also been active in promoting awareness of the
Armenian Genocide among Members of Parliament, MEPs and the
Media as well as organising the annual April 24th commemorative
evening and protest march. The numbers of protesters demanding
recognition of the Armenian Genocide reached an unprecedented

number this year and I am hopeful that the travesty of official denial
of the Armenian people's history will soon come to an end in the
UK. CRAG also organised book launches, lectures, press
conferences, publicity campaigns etc.  Of especial mention is the
Exhibition '' The Ottoman Armenians - The Final Images''  by  Land
& Culture Org of UK and CRAG - An impressive collection of
photographic evidence of the First Genocide of the 20th Century.

I am pleased to report that awareness of the Genocide and the
matter of its recognition is gathering momentum in Parliament as
more and more MPs see its importance and recognise its veracity.
We would like to extend special thanks to the MP for Ealing North,
Mr. Stephen Pound, who has taken the Armenian community of
Ealing under his wing and is extremely active in working to secure
Recognition as well as working closely with CRAG. I feel
optimistic that the current work in hand by CRAG on behalf of the
ACCC for the erection of a monument in Ealing in memory of the
victims of the Genocide will be successful.

INTERNATIONAL WORK

In September 2006, the British Armenian community was
represented by the ACCC at the Armenia Diaspora Conference in
Yerevan, an impressive event bringing together representatives
from all over the world to exchange views and plan for the future.

This October, the ACCC represented the British Armenian
community in the European Armenian Federation for Justice &
Democracy Conference in the European Parliament in Brussels.
Apart from numerous dignitaries, the conference was attended by
Church Leaders, the Foreign Minister of Armenia, many Euro MPs
including British MEP Charles Tannock and representatives of
European Armenian organisations.  During the conference special
tribute was paid to the French and Belgian Euro MEPs who had
spearheaded the recognition of the Armenian Genocide by the
European Parliament.

As a representative body for the British Armenian Community, the
ACCC has made efforts to maintain good relationships with similar
communities of the Diaspora in Europe and the Middle East and to
maintain cordial relationships with Embassies of countries where
there are sizeable Armenian communities.

Condolences were conveyed for the terrible loss of life in the
Earthquake at Bam in Iran and a contribution was made to the
Earthquake relief fund.

After the terrible suffering caused by the recent war in Iraq, the
ACCC organised a relief fund to be sent to the Armenian
Community Council of Baghdad to provide relief for destitute
members of the Armenian community and repairs to damaged
community and church properties.

MEDIATION

The ACCC undertook a mediatory role in the unfortunate dispute
within the Centre for Armenian Information & Advice (CAIA). At
the request of the Charity Commissioners, the ACCC interceded in
the quarrel between the managing trustees of CAIA and organised
the elections of a new Board in order to comply with the legal
requirements of Company Law as well as the rules of Charity
Commission, and thus prevented the imminent forced closure of
this well established charitable organisation. CAIA has for many
years provided aid and advice to innumerable Armenian refugees
and immigrants who need help while living in London. CAIA also
runs a children's playschool and organises senior citizens' activities.
We are pleased to have contributed to the preservation of this
charity which functions for the benefit of the community and wish
them success in the future
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THANKS

The ACCC was privileged to have the support of our Primate,
Bishop Nathan Hovhannissian with whom we have maintained an
excellent relationship and whose guidance in ecclesiastical
constitutional matters has been particularly beneficial. Bishop
Nathan has been an inspiring and motivating force and the
Armenian Church in Britain has flourished under his Primacy.

Congratulations are in order to Bishop Nathan for his achievements
in culturing a very close relationship between the Armenian Church
and the Church of England and other Churches in the UK.
Congratulations also for his appointment as co-President of
"Churches Together in England". Bishop Nathan acceded to this
ecumenical position following a unanimous nomination by all the
Orthodox Churches in the UK (both Byzantine and Oriental
Churches). The other three CTE Presidents are the Most Rev and Rt
Hon Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, HE Cardinal
Cormac Murphy O'Connor, Archbishop of Westminster and
Commissioner Elizabeth Matear, Moderator of the Free Churches.

The Armenian Community and Church Council has been able to
function and achieve its successes with the support of the volunteer
work carried out by its invaluable sub-committees. We would like
to thank the ACCC's Executive Committee for carrying out the very
difficult task and for organising major events.  Special thanks to our
Ladies Committee for their dedicated service to the community and
for their vital fund-raising. Thanks and appreciation go to the
faithful and long serving Church Committee and to our superbly
revamped Church Choir and their talented choirmaster for their
devoted service. Thanks also to the Youth & Culture Committee
which has now been re-structured, the newly formed Cultural
Activities Committee and the Community Registration Committee.
All the sub-committees occupy a very special place in the heart of
the ACCC – they deserve high praise and a huge thank you.

On behalf of the community I would like to express our gratitude to
the Vatche and Tamar Manoukian Foundation, who have supported
and provided the ACCC with use of the beautifully renovated Saint
Yeghiche Church in Kensington for Church services and events.

The ACCC is also grateful to the Armenian House Trustees, who
generously allow us the use of Armenian House for Council

meetings and gatherings. We would also like to thank all other
Armenian Charitable organisations and individuals who have
extended help and support to the ACCC during our term of office.
Thanks also to the AGBU London, the Benlian Trust, CAIA Trust
and the Kassardjian Trust for their support of various community
events, publications and of course the Sunday School.
Finally I feel I must remind all the members of the Armenian
community that the work of the Council for the community and the
functioning of our Church (including stipends to our clergymen)
are not possible without appropriate funding. It is a sad reality that
out of a potential of well over 10,000 possible contributors, only
about 1,000 core members of our community pay their annual
community contribution. The amount asked for is minimal – just
£20 per adult person per year.

If you wish church services and community activities to be
maintained, please do not neglect your contributions. If all
members of the community contributed their £20 per year, the
ACCC would be able to accumulate enough funds within a few
years to purchase a much-needed school building and community
centre. I am hopeful that in the future, these goals will be achieved;
but that will only happen when more people come to realize their
moral responsibilities as members of the community and
understand that functions and services which benefit UK
Armenians require not only great effort but also considerable
funding. At present expenditure exceeds receipts and your Council
is having to draw from rapidly diminishing reserves.

I appeal to every Armenian in the UK: Please send your 2008
contributions and donations now.  Please make cheques payable to
ACCC and post to P.O.Box 46207, London W5 2YE.  Your
Council needs your help!

Thank you again for your support and on behalf of your
Community and Church Council, I wish you a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year and Shnorhavor Sourp Dzenount.

Ara H Palamoudian,
Chairman

Council Members:
A H Palamoudian (Chairman),   Z Gasparian (Vice Chairman), Ms Z Kiledjian
(Secretary),   V Haladjian (Secretary),   Mrs A Babayan,  A Jojaghaian, R Krikorian,
C Malas,   Mrs M Megerdichian,  S Saroukhanoff,   S Tatulian.

Vartkes Yeghiayan's distinguished career
began when he served as the Director of
California Rural Legal Assistance, where he
pioneered the class action and used it to
advance the rights of farm workers in the
state. In 1974, Mr. Yeghiayan was
appointed by President Nixon to serve as
Assistant Director of the Peace Corps. In
this role he traveled to over 90 countries
and supervised the worldwide operations of
the Peace Corps' 7000 volunteers. In 1980,
when Mr. Yeghiayan entered the private
sector and established a legal practice in
Los Angeles, his knowledge of the class
action merged with his international
experience to yield a law firm that
specializes in international law, litigation,
and administrative law.

In addition to the practice of law Mr.
Yeghiayan routinely lectures university
students and has authored numerous
volumes including: Volunteerism: The Real
and Emerging Power; The Horn of Africa:
Challenges to American Foreign Policy;

The Trial of Soghomon Tehlerian; The Case
of Misak Torlakian; The Trial of the Young
Turks in Constantinople; British Reports on
Ethnic Cleansing in Anatolia 1919-1922.

A class action lawsuit against French
insurer Axa for $17 million was settled
earlier this month in a California court
accusing the company of failing to pay
death benefits for the insurance policies
purchased by Armenians living in the
Ottoman Empire prior to the genocide in
which up to 1.5 million people were killed.
Information is available to the public and
anyone who thinks his grandparents or
parents might have purchased the policy
will be able to check it on the website.

According to the terms of the deal Axa will
donate at least $3 million to various French-
based Armenian charities and another $11
million towards a fund designed to pay out
policyholders. And $3 million will be
allocated for the cost of administering the
settlement, including international advertising.

The Axa settlement follows a similar
agreement with New York Life Insurance
Company in early 2004 under which it
agreed to pay $20 million.

Important Deadline

If you are a member of the Settlement
Class, and wish to make a claim under the
Settlement, you must submit a written
Notice of Claim, by First Class Mail
postmarked no later than January 7, 2008,
to the Settlement Fund Board at the
following address:

Kyurkjian and Ouzounian v. AXA
Settlement Administrator

AXA Settlement Claim Fund
900 Wilshire Blvd., # 614
Los Angeles, CA 90017

For further information about the details of
the case please visit

www.armenianinsurancesettlement.com

Armenian Heirs Settle AXA Class Action Lawsuit
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His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, paid
an official visit to Holy Etchmiadzin, 22-25 September 2007, at the
invitation of His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians in
the presence of Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian.

The Archbishop was accompanied by Bishop Geoffrey Rowell,
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe and Anglican Co-Chair of the
Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Joint International Commission as well
as Bishop David Stancliffe, the Bishop of Salisbury.

This visit follows the official visit of His Holiness Karekin II to the
Church of England in 2004. These reciprocal visits have offered the
opportunity to experience the particularities of the life, mission and
renewal of both Churches in their historical and modern contexts.

The joint communiqué affirmed the convivial relations between both
Sees, and referred to the visits made by the Archbishop of Canterbury
to a number of monasteries and seminaries, youth centres and the
correctional facility at Abovian. Moreover, they participated in a
special ceremony of prayer and recollection at the Memorial to the
Armenian Genocide in Yerevan, where they were joined by the
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches.

Visit of The Archbishop of Canterbury to Holy Etchmiadzin

Third European Ecumenical Assembly in
Sibiu, Romania

Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian, Primate of the Armenian Church in
Great Britain, participated in the Third European Ecumenical
Assembly that took place in Sibiu, Romania, 4-9 September 2007.

Under the theme of The light of Christ shines upon all. Hope for
Renewal and Unity in Europe, this event was organised by the
Conference of European Churches and the Roman Catholic Bishops’
Conferences in Europe. It provided the chance for Christians from
different traditions in Europe to encounter each other and consider
the Christian roots of Europe in all their diversity, to review their
common tasks in the light of the Gospel and their responsibilities in
the new Europe of the 21st century.

Addressing the situation in Europe today, the assembly appealed to
the continent’s churches to support immigrants and other ethnic
minorities,  and to “offer better pastoral care for migrants, asylum
seekers and refugees”.

The assembly reaffirmed the Charta Oecumenica, a set of guidelines
agreed in Europe for Christian interaction and cooperation, as a
“stimulating” resource “for our ecumenical journey in Europe”.

The assembly also exhorted European churches and European
institutions to be courageous in addressing the needs of the whole
world. The Message recommended: support for the Millennium
Development Goals of the United Nations; creation by church
organisations of a new “consultative process” on the European role
in addressing ecological, justice, human rights and other issues of
globalisation; and the backing of initiatives for debt cancellation and
fair trade.

Global Christian Forum in Nairobi, Kenya

From 6-9 November 2007, Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian
participated at a meeting of the Global Christian Forum in Nairobi,
Kenya, in the presence of a wide variety of Christian leaders from 72
nations and five continents, from a broad range of churches,
confessions and organisations.

Under the theme of Our Journey with Jesus Christ, the Reconciler,
this global event reflected on the dramatic shift in the shape of
Christianity in the 21st century, which is growing rapidly in the
global south. Ever-conscious of the need for greater Christian unity,
representatives of all Churches, Christian communities and inter-
church organisations gathered to foster mutual respect and to address
common challenges together through personal testimonies,
traditions and reflections on the Church worldwide today.

At the conclusion of its proceedings, the Forum pressed its
commitment to press on in promoting ever greater understanding
and cooperation among Christians, while respecting the diversity of
their identities, traditions and individual gifts on the basis of many
ecumenical, inter-confessional and other historic initiatives to
overcome divisions in the Christian family.
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On 19th November 2007, Bishop Nathan
Hovhannisian attended at Westminster
Abbey a Service of Celebration to mark the
Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Her
Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburgh.

Conducted by The Very Reverend Dr John
Hall, Dean of Westminster, the service
included a host of religious dignitaries from
all faiths and traditions. HG Bishop Nathan,
invited in his capacity as Primate of the
Armenian Church, was also the only
religious leader representing the Oriental
Orthodox Churches.

. House of Lords

On 21st November 2007, and
for the first time in the

tradition of the Armenian Church in the
United Kingdom, HG Bishop Nathan
Hovhannisian was invited to address
attending MP's at the Parliamentary
breakfast after Holy Communion.

This is a once-monthly event whereby
Canon Robert Wright, 78th Speaker's
Chaplain, invites religious dignitaries from
different Churches to partake in the
Parliamentary Service and later address the
Members of Parliament.

The talk that introduced briefly the
Armenian Church to the MP’s was followed
by an in-depth Question & Answer session
that dealt with the current realities of the
Armenian Church, as well as issues
pertaining to the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide, the status and future
of  Karabagh as well as Azerbaijan.

You can read the whole address by logging
on www.accc.org.uk

And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.”

Lk 2:10-12

Now that we are well into the Hisnak or Advent season, there is an
increasing realisation that 2007 is drawing to an end, and that the
Christmas festivities are just round the corner. Many households will
gather over mulled wine and mince pies and sing The Little Town of
Bethlehem as one of their favourite Christmas carols. Armenians and
non-Armenians alike will pen their cards, plan their parties and make
lists for their gifts. But in the midst of all this anticipation, it is equally
natural that some of their thoughts would occasionally turn toward the
hallowed birthplace of our Lord and Saviour at the Basilica of the
Nativity overlooking Manger Square in Bethlehem.

But does this season we all call “Christmastime” carry any additional
resonance in our lives?

Last December, the four co-presidents of Churches Together in
England, Archbishop Rowan Williams, Cardinal Cormac Murphy
O’Connor, Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian and Revd Dr David Coffey,
representing the Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox and Reform traditions,
travelled as ecumenical pilgrims to Bethlehem. They spent their four
days in the Holy Land meeting with Bethlehemite and Jerusalemite
Christians as well as visiting many institutions - from monasteries and
ecumenical centres to universities, schools and hospitals. Theirs was
an articulate pilgrimage of faith and solidarity that underlined the
spiritual - and in this particular sense unaffected -  impact of
Christmas as the birth-day of Christ, Christos in Greek, the Messiah.

As St Luke attributes to the angel in his Gospel, Christmas is a time
of exaltation and joy. It is a time when kith and kin get together in

expressions of love, companionship, partnership and friendship in
order to bid farewell to another calendar year. Yet, Christmas is first
and foremost a religious event: it celebrates in all its solemnity the
Mystery of the Incarnation, when the Word became flesh {Jn 1:14
[a]} for the sake of our redemption. Christmas is when the little baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths in a stable grew up to become our living
Temple of faith.

This year, as we check our financial credit lines so we could plan our
holidays, go on our shopping sprees or partake in our Yuletide parties,
all of which are in themselves wonderful festive pastimes, it behoves
well to remember that we should also examine more closely our
spiritual credit lines. As Nathan Serpazan reminded the faithful
during his homily at St Yeghishe Church a few Sundays back, we
might well offer our plastic cards when buying gifts, but let us also
proffer our spiritual cards and in so doing gain some extra points by
reflecting a little more deeply let alone robustly on the true essence of
Christmas. In fact, this true essence requires loving God the Incarnate
that came to us in Bethlehem as a defenceless baby whose parents Sts
Mary and Joseph were turned away from the inn and at the same time
also requires loving one another.

Indeed, if we observe those two commandments (Mk 12:29-31) -
loving God and loving each other, rather than being indifferent to God
or odious to each other - and if we approach this season with the
disarming innocence of a small child, we will have drawn closer to the
real meaning of Christmas and in the process enjoyed even more the
secular frills that are associated with it.

I wish you all a Bethlehem-starred hopeful and faithful Christmas
Day that is replete with love, hope and compassion.

Shnorhavor Nor Dari yev Sourp Dznoont .

BY DR HARRY HAGOPIAN
ECUMENICAL, LEGAL & POLITICAL CONSULTANT



Ð³Ù³ÛÝù6

Saturday 3rd of November was the cornerstone of recognition of the
Armenian Genocide in the UK initiated by the people and the
National Assembly of Wales.

With the support of members of the Welsh National Assembly and
The Welsh Centre for International Affairs at the Temple of
Peace, plans were drawn by Welsh Armenians headed by Mr John
Torosyan and Mr Eilian Williams to erect on the grounds of the
Temple of Peace, a Cross Stone (Khatchkar) Memorial to the victims
of the Armenian Genocide. The Khatchkar was made of Welsh stone,
by Welsh craftsmen, with a traditional Armenian design.

Three hundred and fifty mainly Welsh and Armenian people, many
travelling from afar, gathered at the Temple of Peace, at the Welsh
Centre for International Affairs in Cardiff to witness the unveiling and
consecration of the Khatchkar.

The programme for the day was introduced by the host, Mr Stephen
Thomas, the Director of the Temple of Peace and started with the
beautiful singing of the Cor Cohion (the Red Choir) who represented
the best traditions of Welsh Choral singing, including nationalistic
songs dedicated to lost heroes, and prayers of solidarity between the
Armenian and Welsh Nations in the Welsh language.

The congregation then moved outside to witness the consecration and
dedication of the Khatchkar. His Excellency Dr. Vahe Gabrielyan, the
Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia together with Lord Dafydd
Elis-Thomas the Presiding Officer of the National Assembly of
Wales, took the historic step of unveiling the beautiful Khatchkar.
The monument was then blessed by His Grace Bishop Nathan
Hovhannisian who conducted a Requiem Mass (Hokehankist),
accompanied by the Armenian Church Choir. This was followed by
various prayers and dedication in the Welsh language.

The Khatchkar became the first such Monument dedicated to the
victims of the Armenian Genocide to be erected on public land in the
UK, on the grounds of the Temple of Peace, at the Welsh Centre of
International Affairs in Cardiff.

Dedication speeches were made and Commemorative Wreaths were
laid by the Ambassador HE Dr. Vahe Gabrielyan, CRAG (Campaign
for Recognition of the Armenian Genocide), AGBU, the Assyrian
Community, and many others.

HG Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian, Primate of the Armenian Church
in the United Kingdom, presented a gift from His Holiness Catholicos
Karekin II to Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas.

The ceremony continued in the Temple where various speeches were
made and a message was read from Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas.

Ambassador Dr. Gabrielyan’s speech concentrated on the historic
links between the Welsh and Armenian nations, on the policy of
denial pursued over 90 years by the Turkish governments, and the
consequences of that denial. Dr. Gabrielyan conveyed his message of
thanks to the Welsh Assembly and the Welsh People.

The event was marked by strong protests from Turkish demonstrators,
organised by Turkish groups who in vain tried to interrupt the prayers
and the religious ceremonies by the Welsh and Armenian Churches.

Zorik Gasparian

Memorial to the Victims of the
Armenian Genocide
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EXTRACTS FROM “AZG” DAILY INTERVIEW WITH THE ARMENIAN
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED KINGDOM

Q. Mr. Gabrielian, an opinion is formed that
the pro-Azerbaijani position of London
impedes development of Armenian-British
relations. It is generally considered that
Great Britain has always run pro-Turkish-
Azerbaijani policy. Does the opinion
correspond to reality?

A. I don’t think that it’s right to condition the
status of two countries’ relations to the
relations of one of those with the third one. It
is right, the United Kingdom has clearly
displayed interests in Azerbaijan and at a
certain moment it can take them into account
in the relations with us or other countries.
Nevertheless, it does not mean that because of
it we cannot have good relations with that
country.

There are other countries that have good
relations with us in spite of their interests in
the neighbouring countries. Our task is to find
mutual profitable spheres of cooperation and
to develop them. There is no doubt that if
those spheres are many, the role of foreign
factors will be less important.

The second part of the question would be
better to address to historians, though similar
widespread social opinion exists. The United
Kingdom has really good relations with
Turkey in this historical period of time; it’s
Turkey’s active advocate in international and
especially European institutions.

Everybody see it, and the British officials
never conceal it. The importance of Turkey
for UK and NATO countries, as an important
ally in the region, is great and has become
greater because of the Iraqi war.

Anyway, it does not mean that the whole
society agree with the viewpoint of the
government. Though the UK official position
is to support Turkey in the process of
integration in the EU, there are many people
in the political and public spheres that have an
opposite opinion.

Q. In contrast to the European leading
countries France and Germany, Great
Britain is one of the passive countries with its
economic and financial investments in
Armenia. Is it a casual circumstance? Or
aren’t there Armenian-British economic
interests to cooperate on efficiently? What is
the role of the Embassy in this issue?

A. It’s desirable to have the most possible
variety of investments in our economy. And
I’d like the European and West investments,
in this case the British investments, to be
more in Armenia. Anyhow, I would not
measure the importance of the investments
against their number. The conception of the
so-called “brand” is very important. In my

opinion, the presence of the “British
Airways” and “HSBC” is a matter of a greater
importance to Armenia, than, for example,
even more investments of an apparent
investor.

Of course, it does not mean that what we have
is satisfactory. I am sure, that the entry of
British well-known and big companies into
our market is of necessity. Anyhow, our
market should attract them. The interests that
you mentioned should be found or created,
though I understand that it is difficult. The
creation of those interests takes place due to
the corresponding legislation of the country,
but also thanks to the applicable practice, at
the level of the whole country, when it leads
to the creation of mutual interests of
corresponding business circles of the two
countries’ different spheres.

In the conditions of peculiar economic system
formed in centuries the role of the embassies
is different from many countries. The businesses
are inclined to work directly with the other
countries’ colleagues and usually avoid the
involvement of the state departments, if the
programmes are not very big.

Our main task is the proper presentation of
our country and its available favourable
conditions for the investments that we do
whenever an opportunity presents itself. In
this case, of course, it would be better to have
trade attaches or representatives, specialists
of corresponding qualification, and more
diplomats in our embassies to all those
countries that have economic power like the
UK. Speaking of this, I am taking into
account of course the fact that today in this
sphere issues are not the same as before, as
sufficient open information is already
available from many sources.

Naturally, it’s necessary that there should be
real interest in Armenia in developing trade

relations with the UK. On the one hand, it’s
easy for our businessmen to act in closer,
familiar and cheaper markets that have closer
cultures, on the other hand the British want to
act with comparatively more purchasing and
familiar markets. Of course, there are
differences, and though finding general
features and similarities is hard it is possible,
also because of our Armenian people’s
growing interest in Britain. The number of the
British Armenians buying private residences
and plots, and the individuals and companies
having business programs has also increased.

I am sure that the tendency will continue. I
think that the “New neighbourhood”
programme with the EU will also assist our
economy to reach their standards and to
increase the cooperation with the EU member
states at bilateral level.

Q. Twelve member countries of the European
Union have adopted and recognized the
Armenian Genocide at the level of
parliaments. What kind of situation is created
in Great Britain on this issue and does the
Armenian community organise works in that
direction?

A. Of course, the Armenian community of
Britain works hard in that direction and
cooperates actively with the Embassy.
However, the community is rather small and
doesn’t have the power of the well-known
communities of some countries. Though the
fact of the Armenian Genocide does not give
rise to doubt in most of the scientific, political
and journalistic circles and the publications
on that theme increase day-by-day, the pro-
Turkish policy of the UK government plays a
major role. Turkey is of political and
economic importance to the UK, I would like
to admit that we have many things to do here.

Nevertheless, the ice is broken – Wales
Parliament declaration in 2002, decisions of
Gwined (Wales) city council in 2004 and
Edinburgh (Scotland) city council in 2005
was a big success. And the allocation of a
cross stone in Cardiff, in memory of the
Armenian genocide victims is an
unprecedented event, as it’s the first such
monument in this country that is being
allocated on the public plot (allotted by the
municipality). The cross stone is being
allocated in virtue of “Wales-Armenia
solidarity” organisation, especially its leader
John Torosian and a very active and devoted
representative, a Welsh by origin Elian
Williams and also thanks to the Welsh
authorities and people’s good will, and in
spite of the Turkish lobby’s active protests.

The number of 180 MPs, who signed the
statement of the adoption of the Armenian
Genocide presented to UK parliament, is also
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unprecedented. Anyhow, we should not
forget that it’s only a statement, and at this
moment 1600 similar statements are
presented in the parliament, and only a few of
them have a chance to get to a public debate
stage. We hope that in case of gathering
numerous signatures the process will run up,
in order to present a corresponding draft law
in future. I should not forget that England is a
very pragmatic country, and it will be always
taken into account what the country will
benefit and what it will lose in case of
adoption of the Armenian Genocide.

According to the announcement of the UK
Prime Minister Gordon Brown followed by
the signature of the military cooperation
agreement between the UK and Turkey these
days, today 1500 British companies act in
Turkey, 17000 British citizens live
permanently there and 1,5 mln tourists visit
Turkey annually. In Turkey, the UK is
considered as their most friendly country. In
addition, thousands of British have bought
summer cottages in Turkey, and there are also
people who move there for permanent
residence. And the British cannot shut their
eyes to all of these, until we present more
forcible contra-arguments.

Q. Do you consider that there are resources
in the Armenian-British relations that are not
used yet? What do we need to do to reach a

new stage of bilateral political and
economical relations?

A. First of all, I would like to present facts
that the UK sees evidently political interests
in Armenia and works actively with the
different spheres and institutions of our
society. In contrast to many other countries,
the British usually act without luster; they
often avoid big, all-embracing programs.
Very frequently, where the British
government is not involved directly, the
British non-government organizations work
there. Though the NGOs cooperate with their
government, they at the same time have more
freedom to act. For example, it’s already four
years that the Consortium of the NGOs has
been founded. Its task is the creation of
favourable conditions for the peaceful
settlement of Karabakh conflict and
preparation of the societies for the peace after
the settlement. For this purpose, they function
in Armenia, Nagorno Karabakh and
Azerbaijan.

Anyway, my working years and contacts in
the UK prompt that in order to reach a new
level of relations with the British, the most
reliable and shortest way is the deepening of
trade-economic relations; providing with
British investments in Armenia, which seems
difficult at this moment. However, we should
not think that there are no other resources.

The United Kingdom is a rich country and
though the competition of entering into its
market is extremely big, especially for the
countries that have small potential, I think
that we should refer to the market in the
broader sense. I see real resources in the
spheres of education, culture, health care and
scientific research. Here our “goods” should
correspond to the international standards of
quality and also the standards of international
“packing”. We should be able to present what
we like and to select the best to present.
Praising ourselves is not enough; we should
look and learn, what is much in demand,
which are the standards of modern science,
art and education and how we can provide
them. It is clear that we cannot set our hopes
exclusively or mainly on the export of
minerals like some countries, we should lay
stress on highly valuable scientific,
educational and cultural results, banking and
management skills, high technologies and
tourism. It takes time and our task is to
shorten that time as much as possible.

I am sure that with this we will reach a higher
level of bilateral relations not only with the
United Kingdom, but also with other countries.

Conducted by Armen Manvelian
AZG Armenian Daily, issue 203, 06/11/2007

On the 10th November, St John’s, Smith Square, was filled by the
Armenian community of London to hear young musicians from
Armenia performing music by a range of Armenian and non-
Armenian composers including Komitas, Babadjanyan,
Tchuckhajyan, Liszt, Brahms and Shostakovich.

The audience was entertained by young vocalists Mane Galoyan (14)
and Anna Avdalyan (12) – a personal favourite was Denza’s lively
Funiculi Funicula which they sang together. Violinist Mary Badalyan
(15) played Krounk with a lot of feeling and one of Brahm’s
Hungarian dances with flair, and Alexander Iradyan’s (17) encore of
Adagio from Khatchaturian’s Spartacus lulled the audience into its
sadness and passion.  I thought Gohar Balyan (17) on the kanon was
fantastic; lovely to see a traditional instrument being kept alive and
such a specific ‘Armenian’ sound.  Then there were the two young
pianists, Ruzan Minasyan (16) and Hripsime Aghakaryan (14) and the
oldest performer Gevorg Hakobyan at 26 who ended both halves of
the concert with his deep baritone voice performing the Arioso of
Arshak from Arshak II opera to end with.

Very encouraging to see such young talent and how nice to see them
on a stage in a prestigious venue in London giving such pleasure to
the audience as well as seeming to enjoy the performance themselves
and raising money for the Hayastan All Armenian Fund’s project of
providing benefits to children of deceased and first degree invalid
soldiers of Armenia and Artsakh.  A thoroughly enjoyable evening of
music dedicated to the 15th Anniversary of Hayastan All-Armenian
Fund.

Louise Culleton

Hayastan All Armenian Fund of GB:
Charity Recital by talented young Armenian musicians
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21st September 2007 marked the 16th anniversary of independence of
the Republic of Armenia, following the collapse of the former Soviet
Union. During the past 16 years, we have observed significant
improvements and changes in Armenia, both in terms of economic
development and cultural growth.  In fact, Armenia has become one
of the most developed countries in the region and amongst the former
Soviet Republics.

To commemorate this, the newly formed Armenian Heritage and
Cultural Committee (AHCC), under the auspices of the Embassy of
the Republic of Armenia and The Armenian Community and Church
Council (ACCC) of GB, organised an evening of celebrations at  St.
Yeghiche Church on Saturday 22nd September 2007.

The event saw outstanding performances from young talented
performers from Great Britain and Armenia.  The list of performers
included a specially invited guest from Armenia, Artur Yeghiazaryan.
Artur started his musical education in 1988 as a 7 year-old and by
1994 Artur performed in London for the BBC and the English Radio.
Artur plays many instruments – duduk, pipe, saxophone – all with an
unprecedented brilliance and virtuosity.

During the commemorative evening, Artur performed shvi, tav shvi
and duduk Folk Songs, as well as accompanying an exceptionally
talented 13 year-old, Kristina Arakelyan to perform A.
Khachaturyan’s “Lezginka”, Komitas’s “Kroonk” and Kristina’s own
composition, “Missing my country”, amongst others.  Kristina has
been composing her own pieces since the age of 8 and performed

another one of her works, “The Sea”, for which she won a special
prize in 2005.

The audience continued to be dazzled during the evening by
performances from pianist Sarkis Zakarian – a graduate from the
Royal Academy of Music, violinist Astghik Vardanyan – a graduate
from the Royal College of Music, now a postgraduate with Levon
Chilingirian,  mezzo-soprano Anais Heghoyan – a postgraduate at the
Royal College of Music, Jo Ramadan – Anais’s piano
accompaniment and a graduate from the Royal College of Music,
Dalila Heath – a dancer and administrator of the Akhtamar dance
group.

Younger performers included duduk performance from student
Armen Bodossian, violin performances from students Andre
Yeghiazarian and Gabriel Novinski (with Ella Babayan
accompanying him on piano).  The cultural part of the evening was
concluded by the St Yeghiche Church Choir, under the direction of
Choirmaster, Aris Nadirian.

To complement the cultural part of the evening, messages were
delivered by Mr Ara Palamoudian (Chairman of the ACCC in GB),
Dr Vahe Gabrielyan (Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia to GB)
and Reverend Shnork Baghdassarian, highlighting the achievements
of our country and thanking the performers.

Lucine Tatulian

Independence Day Concert
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On Sunday 7th October, The
Armenian National Committee
(ANC) had a very informative
and interesting evening where
they held “an Audience with
Stephen Pound MP”. The event
was to talk about the first ever
visit by the Rt. Hon. Mr Stephen
Pound to Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh. The venue at
Navasartian centre was filled
and additional space was
needed to be made for all the
community members who had
come to hear the stories and adventures Mr
Pound had experienced.

An introduction was made by Sevan Artin
who explained how the event did not only
have a political importance but also a
cultural significance. Mr Pound was able to
go sightseeing and to see first-hand and
speak to the people of Armenia.

During his trip, a number of meetings were
also held with prominent political figures
including Garo Manoyan, the International
Secretariat of ARF, Armen Rustamyan, a
National Assembly Deputy representing
ARF- Dashnaktsutyun and a meeting with
Mr Gegham Gharibjanian, Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs. Mr Pound then travelled
to Nagarno Karabakh where he met Mr
Gregory Petrossian, the NKR Foreign
Minister, Mr Ashot Ghoulian, speaker of the
NKR National Assembly and others.

In his own words he said how the scenes in
the Armenian Genocide Museum was the
most “vivid picture of horror” he had ever
seen. The journey allowed him to see, with
his own eyes, the reality of a place he had
heard so much about. He hoped that many
British Parliamentarians would visit the
museum in an effort to acknowledge the
"intolerable “situation" that the genocide
has not been recognized by the British
Government.  He expressed that "denial is
the pain doubled".

Mr Pound”s most prominent observation
was how developed and modern Yerevan

was as a European city. He felt safe walking
along the city streets at night, emphasizing
that he felt the warmth of the Armenian
people. He mentioned how Yerevan truly
fitted the European Model of a city and that
the British Government should make more
of a strategic use of the city.  He pointed out
how Armenia has a stable democratic
society and should be made more use of by
other countries.

Two books were presented to the ANC and
the community as a gift to show the
appreciation for the amazing and enjoyable
time he had in Armenia.  He found Artsakh
to be “one of the most beautiful places in the
world” and was very appreciative that he
had the opportunity to see its beauty with
his very own eyes.

Mr Stephen Pound is the second British
Parliamentarian to visit Armenia and the
first is Baroness Cox who has visited thirty-
three times. He found the people to be so
optimistic. The churches he saw dating
back from the 9th Century made him stand
and stare in admiration. He was most
surprised that although the beautiful
silhouette of Mount Ararat could be seen,
the mountain itself is not in Armenia

He did not want Armenia to be seen as a
“victim nation”. Armenia is a thriving,
modern democracy and he only has respect
and admiration for a country that has
successfully fought extinction. The culture
has always flourished and the country is
being transformed from a victim to a strong,

democratic, modern country.
One comment he made was that
playing chess with Armenia was
like playing chess with someone
who has two Queens – a Queen
in Armenia and a Queen as the
Diaspora – it is a difficult team to
beat.

Amongst the questions that
came up in the “Question Time”
part of the evening was the
subject about what Armenia had
to offer to the world. Mr Pound

expressed how there are massive untapped
mineral resources in the country. Not only
are there opportunities in precious metal
where there is a commercial opportunity,
but there is also a motivated workforce and
strong agricultural resources. He feels the
real growth area should be in IT, because of
the intellect of the citizens and the use of
key transferable skills. There is an educated
workforce, good infrastructure, stable
political environment – all the factors are in
place. Culturally, Armenia conquered the
world a long time ago with its sportsmen,
poets, musicians etc, and now it is time for
the next stage.

There was discussion about Turkey’s entry
into the European Union and the effect on
Armenia.

The evening ended with Mr Pound thanking
all who made the trip possible. Although the
country has survived difficult times, he
pointed out that it has only become stronger
and stronger.  He requested that the
Armenian people keep their language,
culture and traditions alive with the help of
the Diaspora.

He assured that the things he learned about
the amazing country will not rest in libraries
or with his mind.  He said he owed the
Armenian people for making him feel
welcome and for the hospitality he received
while in Armenia.   He said he intended on
repaying that generosity.

Melineh Jacob

AUDIENCE WITH STEPHEN POUND

117th Anniversary of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
On Sunday 11th November there was an event
at the Navasartian centre to mark the 117th

anniversary of ARF. A lecture was delivered
by “Droshak” editor Dr. Karen Khanlarian
who had been invited to the UK from
Yerevan. Droshak is the official publication
of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
and is the outlet for the ideas and actions
deriving from the party’s programme, its
organizational regulations, tactics and
ongoing policies.

Dr. Khanlarian gave an overview of the ARF
history and ideology along with a
comprehensive description of ARF’s work in

Armenia today. He also described the efforts
of ARF in the areas of socio-economic, legal
and judicial reforms in Armenia.

Further, the presenter described ARF’s work,
alongside the Armenian National Committee,
in the field of recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. It was indicated that ARF will
participate in the next general election with its
own presidential candidate.

The evening then continued with a forty-five
minute documentary film covering the 117
year history of ARF and the organisation’s
work over that period.
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Q:  What were the reasons beyond the
formation of the Armenian Relief Society
(ARS) GB Chapter?

A: An Armenian community has existed in
Great Britain for many decades.
Insignificant in numbers and mainly
centred in London and Manchester. With
the influx of Armenians from Cyprus,
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and especially Iran in
the past three and a half decades or so, the
London community has multiplied to
around 12000. Parallel to this numerical
growth the London community has in
recent years organised its community life
establishing educational, cultural,
philanthropic and athletic organisations.
ARS being one of the oldest charitable
organisations in the world with chapters
and members all over the globe initiated
the founding of Armenian Relief Society’s
chapter in London in 1982. From these
early days to the present the ARS forms an integral part of the general
community efforts for the preservation of Armenian culture. However
since the independence of our Homeland the bulk of our efforts and
resources has been directed towards Armenia.

Q: How many members do you have and what are the membership
requirements?

A: At present ARS GB has 110 members most of whom are active.
Any individual aged 18 years and over who subscribes to the
constitution, objectives and bylaws of the Armenian Relief Society
may apply for membership. An applicant shall become a member
upon acceptance by the chapter.

Q: What are the most important achievements of ARS GB during the
past 25 years?

A: Our chapter eagerly pursued the plan to establish an Armenian
Kindergarten and day school in London, we had several sponsors for
the project and with additional financial help from ARS executive in
October 1990 we opened London’s first all day kindergarten within
the grounds of the Armenian Community Centre. Sadly in 1994 the
centre had to close and in turn ARS’ kindergarten also had to close its
doors to many children who enjoyed the kindergarten’s facilities and
Armenian education. Of course, kindergarten was just a one off
project, we do participate in most of ARS’ continuous projects one of
which is our sponsor a child project.  Since the beginning of this
programme in 1992, our chapter has continuously sponsored 150
orphans and I am delighted to say that most of our sponsors have
agreed to continue sponsoring their child after they reached their age
of eighteen, so  he / she can receive a  higher education.

Q: What are the activities of ARS in Armenia and Artsakh?

A: Apart from the sponsor a child program that sponsors 7000
orphans, in 1998 ARS established its network of kindergartens to
provide 3 to 6 year olds residing in Artsakh the very best in education
and healthy learning environment. At this time there are 13 ARS
SOSEH kindergartens across Artsakh. Because of the success of the
SOSEH kindergartens in Artsakh the programme was recently
expanded to Armenia and Javakhk. An important medical center
opened in 1997 in Akhurian to serve a population badly in need of

medical services, dedicated to women and
children, with the best possible medical
equipment and an ambulance to provide
emergency transportation to an estimated
50,000 residents of the region.

In 2005 a new birthing centre opened in the
same region called “ARS mother and child
clinic”. The latest figures show 2670
healthy babies were born since its opening
in 1997. ARS’ other programs include
HIV/AIDS education and prevention, a
trafficking study project, “Amanor
project”, “Dilijan Camp”, “When
September comes” project and many more.
In addition, in 2001 the ARS/Javakhk
Relief program committee was established
in Yerevan with offices in Akhalkalak and
Akhattskha, Georgia.  The ARS has
transmitted over a quarter of a million
dollars in desperately needed humanitarian
aid to the region.

Q: Please describe to our readers the orphan programmes of the ARS
Armenia.

A: Nearly two decades ago in the aftermath of the devastating
earthquake of 1988 and the brutal attempt of ethnic cleansing of the
Armenian enclave of Nagorno Karabagh, numerous severely
damaged communities in our Homeland were filled with thousands of
orphaned children.  In 1992 in order to relieve the suffering of these
parentless youngsters ARS started the “sponsor a child’ programme.
Over the past 15 years around 7,000 orphans have received an
uninterrupted assistance from ARS. ARS has now created a new
programme called ‘Sponsor a youth” in order to assist the orphans
who have reached the age of 18 to continue with the higher education
they deserve.

Q: How do you foresee the next 25 years of ARS’ service to the
community and to Armenia?

A: One of our main concerns is the lack of kindergarten and everyday
Armenian school in London. To some it may seem like a dream to be
able to have such establishments in such difficult times but if we work
harder and dream longer I think it is a possible goal.  With regards to
future plans in Armenia, all of the already mentioned programmes
will continue, helping future generations to be all they can be.

Q: Your message and final word.

A: In 2010 The Armenian Relief Society will be celebrating its 100
years of service to Armenian communities around the world. The
Society’s October 2005 68th international convention resolved that a
$5 million worldwide fundraising should be held in a run-up to the
ARS’ centennial anniversary celebration to further secure the ARS for
the next century and enable the Society to strengthen its current
programmes and projects and establish necessary new ones. Anyone
who is interested to get more information about ARS centennial fund
or wants to know more about our Society’s work please visit:
www.ars1910.org

Anna Hakobyan
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Turkey’s denial game:
3 short films on Ara Sarafian’s ongoing work in Turkey

The theme running through the three films shown by Ara Sarafian
(filmed by Gagik Karagheuzian) in Hye Doon on 31st October  was
how to reclaim history for the Armenians, how to de-mystify the idea
of modern-day Turkey for Armenians in order to preserve what still
exists, or even to remember the past through what no longer exists.
The empty plateaus or mountain-sides or modern built up areas of
today, can be identified by old maps, photographs or accounts as
being the location of Armenian monasteries, schools, villages or
towns, so that even where monuments have completely disappeared
from the landscape not even leaving traces of tumbled down
structures, the past can be remembered and preserved.  In many ways
it is the absence of such buildings or even whole towns which is more
telling in terms of the truth about the reality of a genocide; by wiping
out the inanimate structures as well as the people, the attempt is made
to leave no trace of that people on that land.  But putting old 1915
photographs of a church side by side with a photograph in 2007 of an
empty space is actually more revealing of the truth.

The first film showed Ara Sarafian’s travels in Kharput, using the
absence of the Armenian church to challenge Turkey’s nationalistic
agenda.  The second showed the ruins of Kholakyough monastery in
the Kharpet region which was functioning until 1919 but which is
now in the final stages of falling to ruin.  The third showed Trabizon
and the remains of a roofless frescoed church which by now has
probably been lost due to the frescoes being open to the damaging
effects of the elements.

Turkey’s tactic of destroying the memory of a people by allowing the
destruction and dilapidation of historic Armenian monuments to leave
bare mountain-sides or to build new structures, thereby implanting a
false memory and leaving no trace of the Armenian part of that
landscape’s history has almost worked.  However Ara Sarafian hopes
to fight this by reclaiming history – even if only through the
identification of locations where Armenian monuments once stood –
the landscape itself thereby bearing testimony to the truth of the past.
In this way the past can at least be ‘remembered’ if not physically
seen.

Moving and effective, these films, as the work-in-progress of an idea
to be perfected, are a start in Ara Sarafian’s plan to focus on
reclaiming history and memory and trying to build bridges with
progressive Turkish thinkers as well as general dialogue between the
two nations.

The contrast of the old black and white photographs of the typical
Armenian structures contrasted with the shots of bare flat land is
emotionally devastating but extremely effective in raising the issue of
what existed in the past.  Furthermore, the hope of what does still
remain, even if only fragments of a church structure, to have the
potential of being saved and preserved is worth striving for. I look
forward to the finished article and was very impressed by Ara
Sarafian’s approach to the whole issue.

Louisa Culleton

FILM: The Blue Book – Political Truth or Historical

A documentary by Gagik Karagheuzian following Ara Sarafian in his
quest to prove the authenticity of ‘The Blue Book’ – a compilation of
documents on ‘The treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire,
1915 – 1916’.

After reports from the Ottoman Empire describing the killing of
Armenians by European and American diplomats, missionaries,
teachers and doctors had filtered back to the American Board and to
Lord Bryce in the UK, the British Government agreed to commission
a report on the plight of the Armenians.  The report was completed in
August 1916 and it was Arnold Toynbee who was given the role of
putting it together from the original sources.

Ara Sarafian’s work on the Blue Book was re-ignited when the
Turkish Parliament drew up a petition and sent it to the British
Parliament claiming that the Blue Book was fabricated by the British
Parliament as wartime propaganda and as such it was the only source
of a ‘thesis’ on the Armenian ‘genocide’ and could therefore be
discounted as evidence.  Together with Lord Avery, Ara Sarafian set
out to put the record straight and work against the Turkish denialists
by establishing the authenticity of the Blue Book.  This was done
through verification of the original sources which are held in the
National Archives and which expose the authors of the documents
which were then codified for the publication in order to safeguard
their identities.

Filming of Ara Sarafian’s attendance at a conference at the Univerity
of Istanbul to give a lecture on the Blue Book and exhibit books
published by the Gomidas Institute on the Armenian Genocide
provides classic viewing.  One Turkish attendee caused a huge stir
about a number of books on display because of ‘insulting
Turkishness’ due to one of the books showing a poster with the sickle

of the Turkish flag having killed the Armenians and another using the
term Devil and Turkey in the title.  He then went about claiming that
Ara Sarafian was “A CIA agent….. or EU agent…. or whatever
agent…..and an imperialist”.  Discussions with Dr Kemal Cicek, one
of the ‘denialists’ – although after viewing the documentary one asks
just how much of a denialist he really is -  are also entertaining; ‘off
the record’ admissions or simply comments when caught off guard
from him expose some of the weaknesses in the denialist’s campaign.

The documentary also shows Ara Sarafian’s travels in Turkey, such
as in Harput; the discovery that hillsides once populated by
Armenians are now completely bare, showing how the physical
remains of history can be so easily erased.

A very interesting part of the film was Ara Sarafian’s meeting with
the son of an Armenian orphan saved by one of the Norwegian
missionaries who witnessed the events of 1915 and recorded them in
diaries and her memoires as well as photographs.

Ara Sarafian’s aim – to create bridges so that at least there is a basis
for negotiation and dialogue – is at the root of his work and this
documentary.  The Armenian issue remains to be resolved and will
not be resolved by the Blue Book alone, but as one of the factors and
the dialogue it has stimulated, the Blue Book is certainly a very
effective starting point and catalyst.  A very well made, thought-
provoking film – well worth seeing.  The Blue Book and the DVD of
the documentary are for sale amongst Ara Sarafian’s collection of
works published by the Gomidas Institute.

Louisa Culleton
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Nottingham Playhouse, known as the UK's
most welcoming theatre recently staged the
UK premiere of Richard Kalinoskis' play
Beast On The Moon.

Set in 1920s' Milwaukee, it tells the tale of
Aram Tomassian, a survivor of the Armenian
Genocide, now working as a photographer,
who orders a 15 year-old Armenian "picture
bride" named Seta from an Istanbul
orphanage. Both are orphans whose families
were brutally murdered - beheaded and
crucified - by Turkish soldiers. They survived
due to sheer luck, will and resourcefulness.
The play goes on to depict a picture of their
lives unfolding in what is, for Seta, a whole
new life. Aram, on the other hand is still
haunted by the loss of his family, so much so
that he keeps a portrait of them in their living
room, having cut out the heads of each family
member with desperate hope of replacing
them with a family of his own. This proves to

be impossible though as it soon becomes
clear that Seta is "barren". Their lives are
soon transformed by the appearance of a
young American orphan boy whom Seta has
warmed to and devotes a motherly tenderness

towards. It begins to be apparent that he is the
closest the couple will ever get to parenthood.

It is a heart-warming play, capturing the
many true to life emotions and challenges of
a relationship, let alone one born of such
horrific tragedy. It certainly takes the
audience on a journey to remember.

Seta is played by an Armenian girl, Karine
Bedrossian, a London based actress. Beast On
The Moon is one of many plays she has
performed in and she also has appeared on
Television in well-known TV serials. Karine
hopes to continue acting and looks forward to
her next theatre production. She has stated
that working on Beast On The Moon certainly
opened up a whole Pandoras' box for her
regarding the history of the Genocide and she
feels compelled to research further and do
whatever she can to connect to her heritage.

BeasT on the MooN
Nottingham Playhouse's triumphant version of Richard Kalinoski's

award winning love story involving two Armenian orphans

On October 17, 2007, at an awards ceremony held at the New York
Headquarters of the United Nations, 13-year-old Mariam Marukyan
from the AGBU Nork Children’s Centre in Yerevan, Armenia was
awarded top prize in the International Children’s Art Competition
organized by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs in
collaboration with the Department of Public Information and UN
Postal Administration.

In commemoration of International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty, Marukyan was one of six winners whose artwork was
selected from a pool of 12,000 applicants for best depicting the theme
of the competition “We can end poverty.”   To be issued as a UN
stamp in 2008, Marukyan’s work was also on display in a special
exhibit of the 50 best designs in the Visitor’s Entrance of the UN.

In addition to Mariam’s great achievement, two other young artists
from the AGBU Nork Children’s Centre, Anahit Martirosian, age 11,
and Lusine Nersisyan, age 14, were awarded Merit Certificates for

their work, which was also on display at the UN.  In total, 475 entries
came from Armenia for the competition; Ellada Khachatryan, age 11,
was awarded a Certificate of Recognition. Ten entries from Armenia
in total were recognized by the judges during the competition.

Marukyan, who lives with her grandmother near Yerevan, is a
positive voice for a new generation of Armenian children.  Her
vibrant artwork depicts people of all ages producing a plentiful
harvest in the fields together. She explains her picture, “In my mind,
work will help people live fairly. That is why, in my picture, I depict
people working in the garden. They have worked hard and their
harvest is rich.”

Marukyan’s visit to the United States with teacher Ruzana Hakopyan
was made possible by AGBU and the Permanent Mission of Armenia.
For more information on the competition and to view the artwork,
please visit www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/art/index.html.

Thirteen Year Old from AGBU Children’s Centre in Armenia
Wins UN International Art Competition

Concert: The Cadence Ensemble
The Purcell Room at the Southbank was the London venue for a
performance from the Cadence ensemble from Armenia on 26th

October 2007 as part of a European tour of Paris, London and
Brussels. The London performance was organized by Hamazkayin
Armenian Educational and Cultural Society. Made up of piano,
guitar, violin, accordion/bandoneon and double bass, the group’s
repertoire was of jazzy arrangements of traditional Armenian folk
songs and classical Armenian music as well as non-Armenian jazz
including Gershwin and Piazzola.

In the first half they performed their arrangement of a
‘metamorphoses’ of Armenian folk based on themes by Komitas,
Sayat Nova and Shirin as well as arrangements of music by

Khatchaturian, Babadjanian and Harutyunian.  However I almost felt
that the players felt more comfortable with the non-Armenian works
as they pulled off Gershwin’s Fantasy on Themes of Porgy and Bess
and Piazzola’s Tango of the Devil with a lot of swing.  This is perhaps
explained by the fact that they formed in 2004 to initially perform
works of Piazzola and so they are naturally very comfortable and at
ease with that part of their repertoire.

Light and accessible with catchy tunes and finger-tapping rhythms I
would have liked to have been in a jazz club setting with hazy
atmospheric lighting and a cocktail in hand!

Louisa Culleton
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The 2006 – 2007 Football season was a grand year for us!

Our first team boys topped off a great season by winning promotion to the 2nd Division of
the Chiswick and District Sunday Football League, narrowly missing out on the
Champion’s Title, just on goal difference. They played some good football and showed
tremendous team spirit, throughout the season, scoring 70 goals against 27. They finished
with 42 points, thoroughly deserving their runner-up medals.

Our reserves completed their first year, a tough but fruitful campaign, in the West
Fulham Sunday Football League, and with the addition of a few more Armenian players,
hope for even better results in the 2007-008 season.

Next year, our football club celebrates 44 years in the service of the Armenian Youth!

We will commemorate our anniversary with a visit to Cyprus in May 2008 to play
AYMA, the Armenian Young Men’s Association, in Nicosia. A fitting way to pay homage
to the founder members of our club, who all originated from Cyprus, back in 1964.

ALL YOUNG ARMENIAN FOOTBALL PLAYERS ARE
WELCOME TO JOIN OUR TEAMS!

Please call Nicholas (1st Team Manager)   on 0208 810 7324      or        07984 641582
Or Mark (2nd Team Manager)                 on 0208 896 1288 or 07971 455784
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Q. When were you appointed, Mr Abrahamian?

A.  April 2007

Q. What is the number of the members of the election committee?

A. Seven. Plus, His Grace Bishop Nathan Hovhannisian as the
Honorary President. We also invited Lorees Arakelian to some of the
meetings for assistance with the Electoral Register and the names and
addresses of the voters.

Q. Do you think that the election committee members represent a fair
representation of Armenian groups from the political spectrum and
other organisations?

A. Yes, although we struggled to achieve this balance as some
original appointees excused themselves shortly after the EC began its
work.

Q. How is your relationship and line of communication with the
ACCC?

A.  The working relationship is informal but effective. We have relied
on Ara Palamoudian’s guidance on Constitutional matters where
there has been doubt and Viken Haladjian has been very efficient in
ensuring that our bills have been paid in a timely fashion. This may
sound trivial, however it is not as it has enabled us to have a very good
working relationship with the post bureau and eliminated unnecessary
delays.

Q. What processes have you employed to make sure that this is a fair
election?

A. We have been open and transparent with our work and have
adhered to the timelines specified within the ACCC Constitution,
except with regards to the timescales for the return of candidature
forms and their withdrawal window, which were forced upon us by
the national postal strike in October. Additionally, in compliance with
the wishes of the Council of the ACCC, we have decided to adopt a
“postal only” voting process for this Election. This simplifies the
whole process and should encourage more people to vote.

Q.  What measures of security have you employed to eradicate and
or minimize possibility of fraud?

A. We have outsourced the balloting and voting process to an
independent specialist organisation. Electoral Reform Services are the
world’s leading independent supplier of ballots and election services.
Each voter has received a personalized ballot form and a pre-paid
addressed envelope. All completed ballot forms will be returned to
ERS and they will produce an audited count of the votes on the
closing day. The EC will not be involved in anyway during this
process.

We have also established communication with each candidate to
ensure that their candidature is genuine. We have also contacted a few
of the candidate’s sponsors at random to ensure that they are genuine
too.

In all honesty though, although the EC has been steadfast in its efforts
to minimize the possibility, fraud has never been an issue as there are
17 seats on the Council with almost as many candidates!

Q. Have any group or organisation tried to influence you or any
member of your committee in any way?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Are there any possibilities of voting by proxy?

A. As with any postal voting process there is always this possibility.
However, given that we have almost as many candidates as seats on
the council, I really don’t think this is an issue.

Q. Any advice or views to the electorate?

A. Yes. Make sure you vote!

Zorik Gasparian

Interview with the Chair of the Election Committee
 Mr. Edmond Abrahamian

About the composer Aram Khachaturian, this
documentary film screened on November 8th

featured historic footage of Khachaturian at
work – composing, conducting and teaching,
with his family and as one of the Soviet
regime’s most successful official composer.

Narrated by actor Eric Boghossian with
excerpts of his music by the Armenian
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Loris
Tjeknavorian, the film opened with
Khachaturian’s funeral and the famous
writers, directors, artists, choreographers and
composers present. The film used the parallel
of his life and the life of the Soviet Union to
explore the origins of his music – rooted in

the folklore of his ancestral and national
homelands of Armenia and Georgia and the
development of his work through his
experiences of the Soviet system.  From a
highly regarded ‘Soviet’ composer to being
condemned as an ‘anti-people’s’ composer
before his re-surfacing with the monumental
work of Spartacus which almost reflects his
personal struggle for liberation and re-
acceptance in the uprising of the slaves, the
film exposed his character and the
experiences that moulded him and his music.

A fascinating insight into Khachaturian’s life
and personality, with wonderful excerpts of
music and dance, interviews with musicians

such as Rostropovich, Armenian composers
and his son, and narrated with a humorous
and witty edge everyone was captivated by
the story of this charismatic figure.  The film
exceeded expectation – worth seeing!

The screening was followed by discussions
with Garine Georgian (cellist) and Levon
Chilingirian (violinist) who spoke about their
encounters with Khachaturian and provided
interesting anecdotes and stories about the
composer – adding a personal touch to the
evening.

Louisa Culleton

Armenian Institute’s Film Club:
Screening of Khachaturian



Ð³Ù³ÛÝù16

SALAD OLIVIER

In the 1880s the French chef Olivier opened
a restaurant in Moscow called the Hermitage.
It became one of the most famous dining
clubs in the city, where many innovative
dishes were served. Olivier later published a
book of everyday Russian cooking and gave
his name to this elaborate salad.

This salad was brought to Iran from Russia by
Armenians. Although not an Armenian recipe
but very popular with most.

1: 2 cups cooked, diced and the skin removed
chicken breast.

2: 4 medium cooked potatoes diced.

3: 2 cups frozen baby green peas very lightly
cooked.

4: 2 carrots cooked and diced.

5: 1 small onion finally chopped.

6: 1 cup dilled pickled cucumbers chopped.

7: Salt to taste

8: 1 tablespoon sugar.

9: Freshly grind Black pepper.

10: 3 tablespoon lemon juice.

11: 1 cup homemade mayonnaise or buy the
best available.

12: 2 cups sour cream.

13: Large black olives to decorate.

1: In a large bowl mix chicken, potatoes, peas,
onion, carrots and pickles together. Blend
salt, sugar, pepper and lemon juice in a small
bowl. Add mayonnaise, and one and a half
cups of sour cream and mix together. Add to
chicken mixture and blend thoroughly.

2: Spread evenly on to a serving dish. Coat
surface with remaining sour cream, decorate
with olives in a criss-cross pattern. This can
be prepared one day ahead of time, covered
and refrigerated. Perfect for a buffet.

Anoosh

ì³Õ ·³ñÝ³ÝÁ, »ñµ Í³é»ñÁ ¹»é Í³ÍÏí³Í ¿ÇÝ ÓÛáõÝáí,
»ñÇï³ë³ñ¹ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ï³ùáõÏ µÝáõÙ Ù»Í
Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÛáõÝ »Õ³í. ÍÝí»ó ÙÇ ÷áùñÇÏ  á½ÝÇ, áñÇ
³ÝáõÝÁ ¹ñ»óÇÝ à½ÝÇÏ:

Üáñ³ÍÇÝÁ ëåÇï³Ï ¿ñ & ÷³÷áõÏ, ÇÝãå»ë ËÙáñÇ ·Ý¹ÇÏ:

àõñ³Ë Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃÛáõÝÁ í»ñ³Íí»ó Ù»Í áÕµ»ñ·áõÃÛ³Ý,
»ñµ Ø³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ & Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ Ñ³ÛïÝ³µ»ñ»óÇÝ, áñ
Çñ»Ýó Ó³·áõÏÁ ù³ã³É ¿, ÷ß»ñ ãáõÝÇ:

Ø³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ, áñ ß³ï »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹ ¿ñ & ÏÛ³ÝùÇ ÷áñÓ
µáÉáñáíÇÝ ãáõÝ»ñ,  Ñáõë³Ñ³ïáõÃÛáõÝÇó É³ó »Õ³í &
³ë³ó. §ÆÙ Ë»Õ× ÷ß³½áõñÏ µ³ÉÇÏ¦:

Ð³Ûñ á½ÝÇÝ, áñ ÝáõÛÝå»ë ß³ï »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹ ¿ñ &, µ³óÇ
¹ñ³ÝÇó, ß³ï ï³ù³ñÛáõÝ, ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ï³é³ÏÝ, µ³ñÏ³ó³í &
µÕ³í»ó.

- ÆÝãå»±ë Ã»: Æ°Ýã Ë³Ûï³é³ÏáõÃÛáõÝ, ÇÙ ïÕ³Ý ÍÝí»É ¿
³é³Ýó ÷ß»ñÇ±: âÇ° Ï³ñáÕ å³ï³Ñ»É: ê³ Ù»Í ³ÙáÃ ¿
Ù»ñ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ: â¿± áñ ÷ß»ñÁ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ
³ßË³ñÑáõÙ Ñ½áñáõÃÛáõÝ & áõÅ »Ý Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÙ :

ê³Ï³ÛÝ î³ïÇÏ à½ÝÇÝ ³í»ÉÇ Ñ³Ùµ»ñ³ï³ñ ¿ñ, & µ³óÇ
¹ñ³ÝÇóª  ÏÛ³ÝùÇ Ù»Í ÷áñÓ áõÝ»ñ:

Ü³ Ñ³Ý·Çëï Ó³ÛÝáí ³ë³ó.

- ØÇ Ë³éÝí»ù Çñ³ñ: Ð³Ùµ»ñáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ Ñ³ñÏ³íáñ:
à½ÝÇÝ»ñÁ ÙÇßï »Ý ÍÝíáõÙ  ³é³Ýó ÷ß»ñÇ: ̧ áõù áõÕÕ³ÏÇ
å»ïù ¿ ÙÇ ùÇã ³å³ë»ù & Ï»ñ³Ïñ»ù Ó³·áõÏÇÝ
³éáÕç³ñ³ñ áõï»ÉÇùáí:

Ð»ïá, Ñ³ÝÏ³ñÍ ÇÝùÝ ¿É ëÏë»ó Ï³ëÏ³Í»É & ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»ó
³í»ÉÇ ³Ýíëï³Ñ Ó³ÛÝáí.

- àñÇó Ñ»ïá. . .  Ï³ñÍáõÙ »Ù. . .  , å»ïù ¿ áñ ..., ÇÝÓ ÃíáõÙ
¿ . . . ÷ß»ñ ÏµáõëÝ»Ý:

Ø³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ & Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ ³ÛÝù³Ý Ñáõ½í³Í ¿ÇÝ, áñ
ãÉë»óÇÝ î³ïÇÏ à½Ýáõ ³ë³ÍÝ»ñÁ:

Ø³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»ó É³ó ÉÇÝ»É, ÇëÏ Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ
ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»ó µÕ³í»É §Æ°Ýã ³ÙáÃ, Ç°Ýã
Ë³Ûï³é³ÏáõÃÛáõÝ¦:

ºñÇï³ë³ñ¹ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ³é³çÇÝ ½³í³ÏÇ ÍÝí»ÉÁ Ù»Í
ÝáñáõÃÛáõÝ ¿ñ Ý³& ³Ýï³éáõÙ:

Î»Ý¹³ÝÇÝ»ñÁ Ñ»ï³ùñùñáõÃÛ³Ùµ Ñ³í³ùí»É ¿ÇÝ
á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ µÝÇ ³éç&:

ÐºøÆ²Â

ÜáõÝ» ê³ñ·ëÛ³Ý
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ê³Ï³ÛÝ, Éë»Éáí ³ÛÝï»ÕÇó »ÏáÕ ³ÕÙáõÏ-³Õ³Õ³ÏÁ,
½·áõßáõÃÛ³Ùµ ëÏë»óÇÝ ëå³ë»É:

²Õí»ëÝ»ñÝ áõ Ï½³ùÇëÝ»ñÁ, áñ ÙÇßï »ñ³½áõÙ ¿ÇÝ á½Ýáõ
ÙÇë Ñ³Ùï»ë»É, ùÃÇ ï³Ï ·³Õï³·áÕÇ & ã³ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ
ÍÇÍ³Õ»óÇÝ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ íñ³: Üñ³Ýù ã¿ÇÝ ëÇñáõÙ
á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇÝ, ù³ÝÇ áñ Ýñ³Ýó ùÃ»ñÁ Ñ³×³Ë ¿ÇÝ
Í³ÏÍÏí»É á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ÷ß»ñÇ íñ³:

ê³Ï³ÛÝ Ý³å³ëï³ÏÝ»ñÁ, ÃéãáõÝÝ»ñÁ, »Õç»ñáõÝ»ñÁ,
ëÏÛáõéÇÏÝ»ñÁ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ Ñ»ï µ³ñ»Ï³Ù ¿ÇÝ: Üñ³Ýù
Ñ³í³ùí»É ¿ÇÝ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ µÝÇ  ³éç&, áñ ï»ëÝ»Ý, Ã»
ÇÝãáí Ï³ñáÕ »Ý û·Ý»É:

äëïÉÇÏ à½ÝÇÏÁ, Çñ ÍÝí»Éáõ å³ï×³éáí ëï»ÕÍí³Í
Çñ³ñ³ÝóáõÙÇó ³Ýï»ÕÛ³Ï, Ñ³Ý·Çëï ùÝ³Í ¿ñ:

î³ïÇÏ á½ÝÇÝ ³Ù»Ý³÷áñÓ³éáõÝ ¿ñ ³Û¹ ÁÝï³ÝÇùáõÙ:

Ü³ ³é³Ýó »ñÏ³ñ-µ³ñ³Ï Ùï³Í»Éáõ ÷³Ã³Ã»ó
Ýáñ³ÍÝÇÝ ãáñ³ó³Í ï»ñ&Ý»ñÇ Ù»ç:

ØÇÝã Ø³Ûñ áõ Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó áÕµÝ ¿ÇÝ ³ÝáõÙ,
î³ïÇÏ à½ÝÇÝ åÇÝ¹ ·ñÏ»ó Ýáñ³ÍÝÇÝ & ·Ý³ó ´ÅÇßÏ
öáñëáõÕÇ Ùáï:

´ÅÇßÏ öáñëáõÕÁ ùÝÝ»ó åëïÉÇÏÇÝ Ý³Ëª ùÃÇ Í³ÛñÇÝ
¹ñ³Í ³ÏÝáóÝ»ñáí, Ñ»ïáª Ù»Í Ëáßáñ³óáõÛóáí: Ü³ ß³ï
áõß³¹Çñ ½ÝÝ»ó à½ÝÇÏÇ Ù³ßÏÁ, ³å³, Ýáñ³ÍÝÇ Ýáõñµ
Ù³ßÏÁ ãíÝ³ë»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ, ½·áõßáõÃÛ³Ùµ ßáõéáõÙáõé ïí»ó
Ýñ³Ý: à½ÝÇÏÁ ß³ñáõÝ³ÏáõÙ ¿ñ ËáñÁ ùÝ»É:

´ÅÇßÏ öáñëáõÕÁ Ååï³ó î³ïÇÏ à½ÝáõÝ & ³ë³ó

-²Ù»Ý ÇÝã Ï³ñ·ÇÝ ¿:

²ÛÝáõÑ»ï& Ý³ µ³ó»ó Çñ ÏáÕùÇÝ ¹ñ³Í §²Ýï³é³ÛÇÝ
Î»Ý¹³ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ´ÅßÏ³Ï³Ý Ð³Ýñ³·Çï³ñ³ÝÁ¦,
Ñ»ßïáõÃÛ³Ùµ ·ï³í ³ÛÝ Ñ³ïí³ÍÁ, áñÁ í»ñ³µ»ñáõÙ ¿
Ýáñ³ÍÇÝ á½ÝÇÝ»ñÇÝ & Ï³ñ¹³ó î³ïÇÏ à½Ýáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ:

§à½ÝÇÝ»ñÁ ÍÝíáõÙ »Ý ³é³Ýó ÷ß»ñÇ: Üáñ³ÍÇÝ
á½ÝÇÝ»ñÁ å»ïù ¿ Ï³Ã ËÙ»Ý & áõï»Ý ß³ï ËÝÓáñÝ»ñ:
àñÇó Ñ»ïá ÷ß»ñÁ ³ëïÇ×³Ý³µ³ñ  ¹áõñë Ï·³Ý¦:

î³ïÇÏ à½ÝÇÝ Ã»Ã&áõÃÛ³Ùµ ßáõÝã ù³ß»ó,
áõñ³Ë³Ý³Éáí, áñ ³Ù»Ý µ³Ý Ï³ñ·ÇÝ ¿:

Ü³ ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÛáõÝ Ñ³ÛïÝ»ó ´ÅÇßÏ öáñëáõÕÇÝ,
Ýáñ³ÍÝÇÝ ÏñÏÇÝ ÷³Ã³Ã»ó ãáñ ï»ñ&Ý»ñÇ Ù»ç &
í»ñ³¹³ñÓ³í Çñ»Ýó µáõÛÝÁ:

êÏÛáõéÇÏÝ»ñÁ, ÃéãáõÝÝ»ñÁ, Ý³å³ëï³ÏÝ»ñÁ,
»Õç»ñáõÝ»ñÁ ³ÝÑ³Ùµ»ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ ëå³ëáõÙ ¿ÇÝ µÝÇ ³éç&:

-¸»°, Ç±Ýã ³ë³ó µÅÇßÏÁ,-Ñ³ñóñÇÝ Ýñ³Ýù:

î³ïÇÏÁ, ¹»é µáõÛÝÁ ãÙï³Í, µáÉáñÇÝ å³ïÙ»ó ´ÅÇßÏ
öáñëáõÕÇ Ñ»ï Ñ³Ý¹ÇåÙ³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ & Ñ»ïá, Ñ³ÝÏ³ñÍ,
ïËñ»ó:

- Ø»ñ ËÝÓáñÝ»ñÁ í»ñç³ó»É »Ý: â·Çï»Ù, Ã»  áñï»ÕÇó
å»ïù ¿ ËÝÓáñ ·ïÝ»Ýù, áñ Ï»ñ³Ïñ»Ýù åëïÉÇÏÇÝ:

- Ð³°-Ñ³°-Ñ³°, ³°Û ù»½ µ³Ý, - ã³ñáõÃÛ³Ùµ ÍÇÍ³Õ»óÇÝ

Ï½³ùÇëÝ»ñÝ áõ ³Õí»ëÝ»ñÁ,- ËÝÓáñ áõï»Éáõó å»ïù ¿
÷ß»±ñ ¹áõñë ·³Ý, Ñ³°-Ñ³°-Ñ³°:

ê³Ï³ÛÝ ëÏÛáõéÇÏÝ»ñÁ, »Õç»ñáõÝ»ñÁ, ÃéãáõÝÝ»ñÁ &
Ý³å³ëï³ÏÝ»ñÁ ³ÝÙÇç³å»ë Ñ»é³ó³Ý ¹»åÇ Çñ»Ýó
ÓÙ»é³ÛÇÝ å³Ñ»ëïÝ»ñÁ & µ»ñ»óÇÝ  ÓÙ»éí³ å³ß³ñÇó
ÙÝ³ó³Í ËÝÓáñÝ»ñÁ:

à½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÁ »ñç³ÝÏáõÃÛ³Ý Ù»ç ¿ñ: Ø³Ûñ
à½ÝÇÝ ·ñÏ»É ¿ñ à½ÝÇÏÇÝ & Ù»ÕÙ ûñáñáõÙ ¿ñ:

- ²Ýã³÷ ßÝáñÑ³Ï³É »Ù, - ³ë³ó Ý³ Ååï³Éáí & ëñµ»ó
³ñóáõÝùÝ»ñÁ,- ³Ûëù³Ý ËÝÓáñÁ Ïµ³í³Ï³Ý³óÝÇ ÇÙ
Ë»Õ× ÷ß³½áõñÏ Ó³·áõÏÇÝ:

Þáõïáí ÙáõÃÝ ÁÝÏ³í ³Ýï³éáõÙ: ´áÉáñ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇÝ»ñÁ
Ñ»é³ó³Ý Çñ»Ýó µÝ»ñÁ: à½ÝÇÝ»ñÇ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÁ ÝáõÛÝå»ë
å³ïñ³ëïí»ó ùÝ»Éáõ: êáíáñ³µ³ñ Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ ß³ï
ËáñÝ ¿ñ ùÝáõÙ, ë³Ï³ÛÝ ³Û¹ ·Çß»ñ Ý³ ãÏ³ñáÕ³ó³í ùÝ»É
Ýáñ³ÍÝÇ ã÷ã÷áóÇó:

Æ í»ñçá Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ í»ñ Ï³ó³í & Ýëï»ó Ø³Ûñ à½Ýáõ
ÏáÕùÇÝ: Üñ³Ýù »ñÏáõëáí ëÏë»óÇÝ ¹Çï»É ù³ã³É
à½ÝÇÏÇÝ, áñÁ Ý³Ë Ø³Ûñ à½Ýáõ ·á·ÇÝ å³éÏ³Í Ï³Ã
ËÙ»ó, ³å³ ³ËáñÅ³Ïáí  Ï»ñ³í »Õ³Í µáÉáñ
ËÝÓáñÝ»ñÁ:

à½ÝÇÏÇ ã÷ã÷áóÁ ß³ñáõÝ³ÏíáõÙ ¿ñ ³ÙµáÕç ·Çß»ñ: àñáß
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ³Ýó î³ïÇÏ à½ÝÇÝ & Ø³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ ³ÛÉ&ë
ã¹ÇÙ³ó³Ý &  Ñá·Ý³ÍáõÃÛáõÝÇó ùáõÝ Ùï³Ý:

ê³Ï³ÛÝ Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ ÙÝ³ó Ýëï³Íª ³ãù»ñÁ Ñ³é³Í ùÝ³Í
Ó³·áõÏÇ íñ³:

²é³íáïÛ³Ý, ×Çßï ³ÛÝ å³ÑÇÝ, »ñµ ³ñ&Ç ßáÕ»ñÁ
Ã³÷³Ýó»óÇÝ ³Ýï³é³ÛÇÝ Ù³é³ËáõÕÇ ÙÇçáí, Ð³Ûñ
à½ÝÇÝ ï»ë³í, Ã» ÇÝãå»ë Ï³ñ×, µ³Ûó ß³ï ëáõñ
÷ßÇÏÝ»ñ ¹áõñë »Ï³Ý à½ÝÇÏÇ ÷³÷áõÏ ëåÇï³Ï Ù³ßÏÇ
ÙÇçÇó:

Ð³Ûñ à½ÝÇÝ Ñå³ñïáõÃÛ³Ùµ Ý³Û»ó Çñ Ó³·áõÏÇÝ &
³ë³ó.

-²åñ»°ë, ïÕ³ë:

à½ÝÇÏÁ, ÇÑ³ñÏ», ³é³Ýó ·Çï³Ïó»Éáõ Çñ
§ù³ç³·áñÍáõÃÛ³Ý¦ Ù³ëÇÝ, ³ÝÙ»Õ ï»ëùáí  ùÝ³Í ¿ñ:

Ð³Ûñ à½ÝáõÝ Ãí³ó, Ã» Çñ Ó³·áõÏÝ áõÝÇ ³ßË³ñÑÇ
³Ù»Ý³·»Õ»óÇÏ & ³Ù»Ý³÷³ÛÉáõÝ ÷ß»ñÁ:

Ü³ ËáñÁ ßáõÝã ù³ß»ó & í»ñç³å»ë å³éÏ»ó ³ÝÏáÕÝáõÙ
áõ Ñ³Ý·ëïáõÃÛ³Ùµ ùáõÝ Ùï³í:

ì»ñç
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On Saturday 17th November, Rev. Dr. Nerses V. Nersessian gave a
guided tour of this exhibition, focusing on the two Armenian
manuscripts and also the Coptic and Ethiopian manuscripts exhibited
amongst other pieces on display.  Dr. Nersessian explained the history
of these churches and the presence of such manuscripts in British
collections.  Dealing with history, religion – in terms of theory and
practice and even going onto politics, his talk was illuminating and
stimulating and it was wonderful to have the manuscripts explained
by such an expert.

The Armenian manuscripts on display are a beautiful 15th century
Armenian lectionary opened at the page of the Pentecostal
celebrations with the illuminated headnote with a carpet-like design
and a 16th Century Armenian Gospel open at the page showing St
Mark.  It was explained that these manuscripts are not only important
theologically due to the fact that they follow the Jerusalem rite and are
doctrinally and sacramentally unique but they are also important in

terms of Armenian identity due to the language, text and decoration
used and because they feature feasts and Armenian religious leaders
which are characteristic only of the Armenian church.  In terms of
history and theology the Armenian manuscripts in Britain form a huge
resource in terms of study and education and it is regrettable that one
of the educational institutions in the UK does not provide the
opportunities of a specific programme of Armenian studies which
could make use of these resources.  At present Dr. Nersessian is
coming to the end of a lengthy process of creating a complete
catalogue of all the Armenian manuscripts in different collections in
the UK.

The exhibition is now on in the Brunei Gallery, SOAS, Thornhaugh
Street, Russel Square, WC1.

Louisa Culleton

Armenian Institute: Encounters with the Sacred Exhibition

As the term of office of the current ACCC Council members
(running from December 2002 to December 2007) is coming
to an end, a thanksgiving event was organised by the Executive
Committee of the ACCC on November 27th to mark this
noteworthy occasion and pay tribute to all those who have
through their dedicated work in the past five years contributed
to the success of ACCC and its activities. Among the invitees
were the members of all ACCC committees and sub-
committees, the Church, Sunday School, Ladies committee,
Cultural committee, Hamaink newsletter and all those
involved with ACCC in the past few years - too numerous to
list individually.

During the evening, Ara Palamoudian, current Chairman of the
Council, delivered a speech to acknowledge the contribution
of various organisations and individuals. The Chairman
expressed his gratitude first and foremost to HG Bishop

Nathan Hovhannissian for his
unreserved support of the
ACCC and his enormous
service to our community. A
brief report on Council’s
activities and achievements
accomplished in the past five
years was also presented during
this celebratory evening, among
which were the difficult but
rewarding tasks of drafting a
new Constitution and laying the
grounds for a unified Diocese
of the United Kingdom and
Ireland.

HG Bishop Nathan also made a
speech reflecting on the hard

work and energy put in by ACCC over the years, which have
generated many positive outcomes and achievements in the life
of our community.
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ALISSA ANOUSH and ERIKA ANI, daughters of
Jean and Tomoko Khederian, were baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 22
September 2007.

ALEX, son of Arthur and Zarui Mertarchyan, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church
on 3 October 2007.

LUKE TAVIT, son of Vicken and Dalia Avakian,
was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 28 October 2007.

DANIEL, son Ara and Carolyn Joubanian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church
on 25 November 2007.

PAUL BAGHRAMIAN, son of Blik and Rozik
Baghramian and LALAGEH ESMAILI MASIHI,
daughter of Manouk and Diana Esmaili Masihi, were
married at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 20
October 2007.

ARMEN SABOONCHIAN, son of Yervand and
Eleanora Saboonchian and ANI SAHAKIAN,
daughter of Armen and Nairi Sahakian, were married
at St Yeghiche Armenian Church on 3 November 2007.

TAKOUHI CHERCHIAN, born in Jerusalem in 1918, died
on 24 September 2007.   The Funeral service took place at St
Sarkis Armenian Church on 2 October 2007.  Buried at
Chiswick New Cemetery.

MARIAM ARTINIAN, born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1955,
died on 5 October 2007. The Funeral service took place at St
Sarkis Armenian Church on 11 October 2007.  Buried at St
Pancras and Islington Cemetery.

GARABED KHEDERIAN, born in Cyprus in1933, died on
28 October 2007.  Buried at Hendon Cemetery on 5
November 2007.

ESTHER ARUSIAG TEKEYAN PELOSI, born in London
in 1968, died on 8 November 2007.  Buried at Hendon
Cemetery on 8 November 2007.

ANDRUSH NIKOGOSIAN, born in Etchmiadzin in 1928,
died on 17 November 2007.  The Funeral service took place at
St Sarkis Armenian Church on 22 November 2007.  Buried at
Alperton Cemetery.
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CD CD

Your continuous feedback and interest in the
newsletter is encouraging. We appreciate your

words of support.

“Hamaink” would also like to thank everyone
who has made a donation to support its running
costs and help keep the free distribution of the
newsletter to every registered member of the

community.

“Hamaink” is published by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great
Britain, which is wholly dependent on community resources and contributions.

Should you wish to support your Community Council and its Newsletter financially,
please complete this form and return to the address below:

Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail (optional)  ____________________________________________________________________

Amount donated: ________________________________

Please make cheques payable to: ACCC of GB

Post this coupon to: ACCC,  P.O. Box 46207,  London  W5 2YE

Hamaink newsletter  is mailed to 2800 Armenian homes in
the UK. Armenian groups and associations who have
advertised in the first issue have been overwhelmed with
respondents. Your organisation is likely to spend
significant  sums of money on  printing,  postage and other
promotional techniques  to announce your functions or
services and  to attract audience. Yet very often
the response is short of expectancy, which may result your
functions being under-attended and your services being
under-used. Hamaink advertisers achieve expected results
by reaching 2800 addresses with the fraction of the cost.

Our rates for advertisement are:

Full page: £150.00  ½ Page: £80.00
¼ Page:   £45.00     Box Adverts: £25.00

Furthermore, your advertisements will also appear on the
ACCC website with no further charge.

Any organisation's charitable functions, whose beneficiary is
our fatherland Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh or functions
dedicated to the recognition of the Armenian Genocide are
advertised free  of charge. By choosing to fulfil your
advertisement and promotional needs through Hamaink,
you are also helping to keep the newsletter free of charge to
the readers - thus enabling our community to stay connected
and informed.

To discuss or place the advertisements, please contact
Zorik Gasparian at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

Editor: Ms. Anna Hakobyan
Editorial Committee: Zorik Gasparian, Matilda Megerdichian,
Stepan Tatulian
Contributing reporters: Melineh Jacob, Louisa Culleton,
Huby Saroukhanoff, Dr. Lucine Tatulian

Address: P.O.Box 46207,  London  W5 2YE

Your Adverts in Hamaink

ACCC’s website as a communication tool

Since its formation by ACCC the site receives 17,000
visits on average every month. It reduces the clashes
of events by different organisations within our
community and in turn helps the functions be more
successful and better attended. It is educational,
informative and thanks to our community eventful. It
is visited by many people from many countries as far
as China and Philippines and Turkey too.

Please remember to check news and events at
 www.accc.org.uk


