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On the 16th of July, the Armenian Church will be hosting their 7 t h Annual
Armenian Street Festival on the grounds of St. Sarkis Church and Iverna Gardens.
Like every year, the street festival promises to be full of:
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London hosted its first ever Armenian Street Festival (ASF) in 2011 under the
auspices of His Grace Bishop Vahan Hovhanessian along with a group of
dedicated volunteers, and it has now become an annual event.
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan is proud to continue this tradition.
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The ASF is a celebration of our culture, history, identity and faith.
Each year, the festival offers a full programme of music including; folk, popular, classical and religious
along with traditional Armenian dancing and the Circle of Life dance.
There is delicious home-made foods, freshly prepared Kebabs, market stalls and activities for
children.
The Armenian Street Festival takes place every summer in the beautiful surroundings of the St. Sarkis
Armenian Church in Iverna Gardens in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.
Every year it attracts up to 3,000 guests and have hosted many dignitaries including the President of
the Republic of Armenian.
The ASF creates a great opportunity for the Armenian Community and its friends to get together and
do what Armenians do best, HAVE FUN. With popular Armenian music, A concert by famous
musical artists Sibil and Andre Simonian (Beautified Project), A classical concert by the London
Armenian Opera and soloist Anaïs Heghoyan in the Church, The Circle of Life Dance coordinated by
Shakeh Major-Tchilingirian, Plenty of traditional Armenian dancing by our one and only Akhtamar
Armenian Performance Group and lots more to come. There are also Cultural artefacts, stalls selling
varying gifts and books etc, dri nks and FANTASTIC FOOD where the Square will be filled with joy
from 12 until 7pm. Many volunteers from far and wide help in creating this wonderful day.
The proceeds, after expenses, go to ACT UK (Armenian Church Trust UK) which is a charitable trust
set up to maintain the cost of the running of the Primacy of the Armenian Church in UK and Ireland.
Please help our Mission to prosper by inviting all your friends to the most important date in the
Armenian London Calendar.

To book a stall at the upcoming ASF, please click here to download the form, complete it and send it
to The Primate’s Office.
To sponsor a space in the Festival Booklet, please click here to download the form, complete it and
send it to The Primate’s Office.
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Divine Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Church

Last Sunday, May 28th, his grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan presided
over the special prayer service at St. Yeghiche Church.
The special prayer service was in memoriam of victims: 22 innocent souls,
victims of the Manchester bombing and 28 Coptic Christians killed in ElMinya terror attack.
There was also a prayer for all the soldiers who gave their lives from 21st
to 29th May 1918 at Sartarabad battle for the independence and glory of
the first Republic of Armenia.
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ACYO Debate

On 27th of May, ACYO held a debate over The Promise movie. The discussion
covered the events shown in the film. It included many aspects of the genocide topic
as well as an elaboration of how we understand the promise and what is the message
to Armenians living in the diaspora as descendants of the survivors.
The event began with a brief prayer by bishop Hovakim. Next, ACYO members
greeted all participants and shortly described upcoming plans and program of the
organisation. Thereafter, Ara Sarafian, a historian specialising in Armenian genocide,
covered important issues surrounding the genocide topic in more depth.
Then, Father Shnorq Sargsyan, Armenian pastor from Spain, who plays the role of
Gomidas Vardapet in the movie joined the discussion via Skype from Madrid. He
elaborated the intention of the movie and covered very interesting facts about the
film-making process. It ended with questions and answers.
Afterwards, participants continued the discussion with food and drinks, where Ara
Sarafian shared his experience over conferences organised in Turkey as well as his
interactions with Turks, Kurds and successive Armenian generations living in
Turkey. The discussion finished with sharing of experiences and ideas by the
participants, who look forward to next meetings.
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Meeting at Holy Etchmiadzin

On May 29, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, presided
over the annual clergy conference. The meeting was convened in the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin.
In addition to spiritual servants of Armenian and Artsakh Dioceses, it was also attended by Primates
of Western Diocese of North America, Diocese of Russia and New Nakhijevan, Diocese of Southern
Russia, Diocese of United Kingdom and Ireland, Armenian Diocese of Ukraine, Diocese of France,
Diocese of Bulgaria, Diocese of Georgia, Diocese of Romania, Diocese of Iraq and priests of the
Pontifical Delegation in Central Europe.
The meeting was attended by the Bishops of Mother See; 50 members of the Brotherhood of Mother
See, Primates of the Armenian Dioceses and 205 priests.
In the morning, the clergy, led by the Catholicos of All Armenians, attended Morning Services in the
Mother Cathedral.
Opening remarks were made by His Grace Bishop Mikael Ajapahyan, Primate of the Diocese of
Shirak and Chairman of the organizing committee. Bishop Mikael noted with satisfaction that the
clergy conference is convened during the feasts in May, and wished that the clergy of the Armenian
Church be strengthened by the victorious spirit, filled with the graces of the Holy Spirit, and succeed
in their cherished spiritual mission.
A report was given by Rev. Fr. Nerses Roushanyan (Diocese of Armavir), on the theme: “Rights and
Obligations of the Parish Priest”. During the discussions, the participants referred to the obligations
and rights of the parish priests in pastoral life.

5

Armenian Church News

Meeting at Holy Etchmiadzin
They particularly spoke about the strengthening of church-community ties in the pastorates and
the necessary steps towards the organization of religious services. They also stressed the importance
of implementing preparation and training activities with the participants of the services.
The second report was presented by Rev. Fr. Paren Arakelyan (Diocese of Aragatsotn), entitled:
“The Priest and Public Organizations”. Inside the framework of the pastoral service of the parish
priests, they also discussed the issue of cooperation with NGOs, for the benefit of the strengthening
and development of the community. The priests presented their experience on cooperation with
different NGOs. They also discussed the involvement possibilities of NGO members in various
educational and social programs being carried out inside the Pastorates.
Rev. Fr. Yesayi Artenyan (Ararat Pontifical Diocese) presented his report on the Clergy executive
body and effectiveness of the General Assembly. Fr. Yesayi presented the works implemented in
recent years and the results achieved by the executive body, which was established with the
blessings of His Holiness. In this regard, the conference participants discussed the examination and
discussion procedure of various materials and issues given to the attention of the executive body by
the clergy.
The Conference concluded with the blessings of the Catholicos of All Armenians. His Holiness
expressed his appreciation to His Grace Bishop Mikael Ajapahyan and the organizing committee,
and was pleased to note that the number of priests attending was increasing every year and the
clergy of the Armenian Dioceses of the Diaspora were also involved in the meetings.
His Holiness expressed his satisfaction with the reports presented and the issues raised related to the
service of the priests and their concerns.
Speaking about the rights and responsibilities of a priest, the Armenian Patriarch stressed that rights
are born from the responsibilities of the clergy, and the perception of responsibilities is closely
associated with the consciousness of the priestly title. “When the priest has the consciousness of the
title and responsibility of service, which depends on the personality and character of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he also serves following in the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. And in this sense, the scope
of our responsibilities and rights are clear to us, when we examine the life of our Lord and see how
He acted and served...”, said His Holiness.
His Holiness urged the clergy to courageously continue to serve with the same diligence and zeal,
the same love and high sense of responsibility, stressing that the clergy has a main role in the
mission of the formation of our nation's moral, spiritual and value system.
Following the conclusion of the meeting, the clergy attended the Evening Service in the Mother
Cathedral.
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Spirituality

What Are the Sacraments or "Mysteries" of the
Armenian Church?

The sacraments of the Armenian Church, referred to as Mysteries [khoroort] in
Armenian, are:
1) Baptism: the Mystery whereby a person is cleansed of his/her original sin by means of
the consecrated water (water blessed with Holy Chrism or Myron) and the prayers of
the rite of Baptism. As a result of the cleansing in the font of the church a person is
reborn in Christ and is accepted as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ. Christ
commanded his disciples to baptize: "AII authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Matthew
28:18-20). He also stated, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16).
2) Chrismation is the sealing of the blessing with Holy Chrism [Myron] . The Mystery,
specifically the Holy Chrism, is the symbol of the grace from above and of the Holy
Spirit. The application of the Holy Chrism to the forehead, eyes, mouth, ears, heart,
back and feet of the baptized faithful seals him/her to keep intact the Divine gifts given
to him/her.
3) Penance is feeling remorse for the sins one has committed. The faithful Christian
must first accept in his heart his sinfulness, confess his sins before God in the presence
of a priest, make a commitment not to repeat what he has done and try to cleanse
himself by fasting, praying and doing good deeds.
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What Are the Sacraments or "Mysteries" of the
Armenian Church?
4) Holy Communion, the Mystery of Mysteries, is putting oneself in union with
Christ by partaking of His body and blood. Receiving Holy Communion is
essential for salvation. The body and the blood of the Lord will not only cleanse
one of his sins, but also make him an adopted child of God the Father.
5) Matrimony is the Mystery whereby a Christian man marries a Christian
woman in order to form a permanent and indissoluble union with God's blessing.
In Christ's words, So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God
has joined together, let not man put asunder. (Matthew, 19:5-6).
6) Unction of the sick is the Mystery whereby the sick, particularly those who are
about to die, are anointed with blessed oil, which is different from Holy Chrism.
The purpose of the Mystery is to cleanse the sick from their sins. In the Armenian
Church the anointing is actually applied at the time of baptism, since one has no
knowledge when he will become sick or when he will die. Over the centuries the
tradition has fallen out of practice in the Armenian Church and the anointing has
been replaced with the practice of the priest laying his right hand or the handcross on the head of the sick.
7) Ordination is the Mystery whereby an individual is ordained by laying of
hands. A Christian must be ordained in order to serve in church, to preach the
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to perform the sacraments and act as God's
instrument in the Mystery of Divine grace being granted to the faithful. While all
the ordained including clerks, sub-deacons and deacons serve in church, only
priests and bishops can perform the sacraments.

__________________________________
Source: “Frequently Asked Source: “Frequently Aked Questions about the Armenian Church" by Very Rev. Fr.
Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004, page 70-71
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Volunteers needed
Volunteers needed for the Armenian Street Festival that takes
place 16th July, from 12-7pm. Please contact the Primate's
Office by phone or email:
Phone: 020 8127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25 th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday,
Deacons in training attend church and are instructed in the
traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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ST SARKIS CHURCH PARISH
St. Sarkis Church Parish, Iverna Gardens, London W8 6TP
Email: parish@stsarkislondon.org ; Tel 020 79370152

JOB VACANCY
Job Description: Youth Development Officer and Admin Secretary. Part Time (15
Hours) Very Flexible working hours (to be negotiated); Salary £6,000 per annum.
To develop work with Armenian community youth through organisation of youth
social and cultural activity such as weekly/bi-weekly/monthly sessions of
dancing/singing, games (chess/backgammon, etc.) and similar at the St Sarkis Church
(Gulbenkian) Hall, if necessary by liaising with existing similar groups (choirs, dance
groups etc.) under the supervision and direction of the Parish Priest and in
consultation with the PC. To help organise the parish office. These will include
attending to mail and telephone enquiries, dealing with correspondence and filing
and all clerical office duties in general and organising of the parish priests diary and
schedule of appointments which may also include attending monthly PC meetings
and taking minutes. Also to help with publicity for future parish cultural and other
events.
Person Specification:
Person must have good computer and telephone skills with a good command of the
English and Armenian languages and ability to relate to and work with teenagers and
young people. Must have broad knowledge of the community and its social/cultural
needs and its national identity issues, especially of the youth.
Application deadline Monday5th June. Please write or email with your interest and
qualifications and experience, and contact details (email and mobile number), in no
more than 250-300 words, or one A4 page. Shortlisting and interviews to take place by
Friday 16 th June.
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Summer School-Camp "Epic":
Unique Educational Project in Armenia
Summer School-Camp “EPIC” is a unique project which will take place in Armenian
most beautiful resort Tsakhkadzor from 1 to 21 August, 2017.
What’s amazing about EPIC, that it combines education with leisure in a nature environment,
students get a chance to form the list of courses and activities themselves, and that it incorporates
games training both body and mind, and even an open air rock fest and more exceptional events!
You will get a chance to learn and communicate with worldwide top specialist from various fields.
For those students who want to discover new places, culture and nature, participate at
educational, creative and sport activities while also being taken away by an idyllic forestmountain landscape, there is a great opportunity ahead which combines it all.
Students may become a part of an international non-formal platform which brings together more
than 300 students from the best universities of the world: Europe, USA, Russia, China, Kuwait,
Japan, UAE and other countries.
This platform will give them a chance to get quality education along with a great opportunity for
interaction, cultural exchange and friendship. The program is interdisciplinary in its nature so i t
gives students an opportunity to broaden their worldview by combining leisure with education.
Among the invited guests and speakers will be famous people:
Serj Tankian - musician, you may know from “System of a Down”,
Garik Israelian - influential astrophysicist,
Henrikh Mkhitaryan - successful football player, and others.
At the end of the Summer School-Camp the participants will be provided with the certificates that
meet international standards.

For detailed information, please contact project coordinator
Anahit Babayan at coordinator@epic.study
Phone: (+374 11) 54 55 56
Email (general enquiries): info@epic.study
or visit
www.epic.study
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Announcement
From The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia re-launches “Ari Tun” program for the
Diaspora youth.
The goal of the program is to familiarize Armenian Diaspora youth spread all over the world with
its Homeland, instill them acknowledge their national identity, familiarize them with the
traditions and practices of their people, Armenian families and the Armenian soul, foster a closer
cooperation of Armenia and the Diaspora both in educational-cultural and moral-psychological
respect.
In 2017 the program will be launched on June 18 and will continue till August 26, in 8 phases (each
phase will last 14 days: 9 days with a host family, 4 days in camp). Diaspora youngsters from 13 to
18 will be hosted in Armenian families and will participate in a four-day camp envisaged by the
program. The program is open for application by young people who did not participate in the
program before.
The choice of host families is carried out by the administrative districts of Yerevan, RA community
councils, and RA Ministry of Diaspora. The participants’ stay with the Armenian families is not
remunerated. The process of selection of groups and individuals for program participation is carried
by the Diaspora community structures, educational institutions and the Diaspora Armenian
organizations, with the support of RA diplomatic representations in the given country.
Individual applications for participation in the program are also welcomed. Travel expenses are
covered either by the participants or sponsors. The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
meets the participants upon their arrival and sees them off when they leave Armenia. Armenian
language classes, visits to the museums, sightseeing tours are also organized by the Ministry. During
the camping days educational programs, classes of Armenian language and Armenian Studies,
national songs and dances will be organized as well. Meetings with state, public and cultural figures
will also take place. In order to ensure safety during the trips the participants will be accompanied
by the doctor and the police.
For additional information please contact the Department Pan-Armenian Programs
of the RA Ministry of Diaspora:
tel: (+37460) 500-610
(+37460) 500-830
E mail:
europedep@gmail.com
europedep@yahoo.fr
aritun.mindiaspora@gmail.com
Address:
Yerevan 0010, V. Sargsyan 3
Or
Click here to download the application form
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Seda Grigoryan

Seda Grigoryan is a documentary film maker from
Armenia, currently based in London. She has worked
as film director and video production manager at
CivilNet TV, which is the pioneer of livestreaming
and instant reporting in Armenia. Seda has produced
several documentaries and TV reports in Syria (2014),
Lebanon, Turkey, USA and Armenia, covering the
stories of the Armenians refugees from Kessab,
revealing the Armenian cultural heritage in Istanbul
and Western Armenia. She has also produced
corporate documentaries, event recordings and promo
videos for several NGOs.
Having previous ly studied film and media in Armenia
and the USA (Florida State University), Seda currently
continues her professional education doing MA in
Film Production course at the University of West
London as a fellow of the Chevening Scholarship.
While in the UK, she has created a documentary
called "Sounds of London" and produced several
videos for the Diocese of the Armenian Church in the
UK.

You can view her works on her website: http://sedagrigoryan.wixsite.com/softedge
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House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home,
its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Prayer Intentions for April:
Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office
We ask God to strengthen
and give spiritual courage to
our brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality
and who will be fasting
during the 40 days of Great
Lent.

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts
and answering calls. It would be ideal for a schoolleaver/graduate looking to gain work experience. Expenses
will be covered. For more information, please contact our
office.

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events

DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES
Forthcoming Events in 2017

Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Free Talk: The Britis h Empire and the Armenian Genocide
Wednesday, 14 th June
The Wiener Library
29 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DP
Time: 6:30pm - 8pm
Click here for more details
Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16 th July
7 th Annual Armenian Street Festival at St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens,
London W8 6TP

More events will follow. Please stay tuned.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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