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Dear Hamaink readers,

Welcome to the September issue of your community paper. In this
issue, you will find highlights of events that have taken place in late
spring and summer, together with engaging interviews with members
of our community as well as other features and announcements.

One of the biggest events in our community calendar this year was
the 95th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Thousands of
members of the community participated in the programme of events
organised by various  community organisations  in solemn
rememberance of the victims of the Genocide...victims that will

never be forgotten and that will always have a special place in our
hearts, minds and souls. We hope some of the articles covering the
relevant commemorative events will serve as yet another opportunity
for reflection, rememberance and prayers for the victims of the 1915
Genocide in this 95th anniversary year.

We hope you find the paper engaging and thoughtful. As always, we
welcome any feedback and suggestions. We also encourage you to
share coverage of events and announcements that you think might be
of interest to your fellow community members.

Editor
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Over the course of ten days leading to the weekend of 24th/25th April
2010, numerous commemorative events took place starting with the
Dedication of an Apricot Tree in Ealing in Remembrance of the
Victims of the 1915 Armenian Genocide.  The Commemorative
events included a Vigil outside the Turkish Embassy on the evening
of Friday 23rd April.

On the 24th, a Remembrance March was held in Central London. The
March was very well attended by over 1500 marchers.
The procession was led by the the Primate of the Armenian Church of
the United Kingdom, the Right Reverend Vahan Hovhanessian and
members of the Armenian Community and Church Council of Great
Britain and staff of the Armenian Embassy.
Prior to the start of the procession, the marchers were addressed by
Mr Stephen Pound (MP), Labour candidate for re-election to
Parliament and by Mr Bassam Mahfouz, also a Labour Candidate for
election to Parliament. Both gentlemen joined the march for a brief
period before departing to carry on their election campaigns.  The

Armenian community is grateful to Mr Pound and to Mr Mahfouz for
attending at such a busy time immediately prior to the Parliamentary
elections. Also present was Ara Iskenderian, who was standing for
election as a Labour Councillor in the Borough of Ealing.

A brief Remembrance Ceremony took place at the Cenotaph and
wreaths were laid by the Rt Rev Vahan Hovhanessian, the Armenian
Ambassador, Dr Vahe Gabrielyan and the Chairman of the Armenian
Community and Church Council, Mr Ara Palamoudian.

After the Remembrance Ceremony at the Cenotaph, a Petition was
presented for the Prime Minister at No.10 Downing Street.

On the evening of Saturday 24th April, a Hokehankist Service was
held at St Sarkis Church in front of the the Memorial for the Victims
of the Genocide, which is situated in the grounds of the church.

On Sunday 25th April, a Requiem Mass was served at the St
Yeghiche Church followed by Hokehankist at the Khatchkar outside
the church in memory of the Genocide. On the same evening a
Commemorative evening was held, organised by the ACCC's
Commemoration Committee.

A German in Turkey made an application in favour of four
Armenian children. The Chairman of the Deportation
Commission replied:

“You do not grasp our intentions; we want to destroy the
Armenian name. Just as Germany will only let Germans exist,
so we, Turks, will only let Turks”

  Quoted in ‘Raphael Lemkin’s Dossier on the
  Armenian Genocide’ 2008 by Vartkes Yeghiayan

But 95 years on, the Armenian name remains and resonates around
the world with a number of significant events taking place in the
months leading up to 24 April 2010. One of the first being the US
House of Representatives passing the Armenian Genocide resolution
followed shortly by the Swedish Parliament recognising the Arme-
nian Genocide. There was also a vigil held in Turkey for the first time
and in London there was a memorial Tree planted in London Borough
of Ealing on 17 April 2010.  These events caused great controversy
around the world especially in Turkey where Prime Minister Recep

zens working illegally in Turkey. These events were concluded with
demonstrations taking place around the world on 24 April 2010 to
commemorate the Armenian Genocide.

The Armenian community in Britain organised their demonstration
from the Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Bayswater. The march began
with a passionate speech by Stephen Pound MP for Ealing North, a
figure that has supported the Armenian community for many years
and consistently stood up to Turkish denial throughout our struggles
for recognition. He commented on the struggles faced by the Armeni-
ans in Britain to have the Genocide recognised and gave emphasis to
his continuing support to the cause.

An estimated 1500 people then marched through the streets of central
London lead by the scouts, the ambassador Dr Vahe Gabrielyan, The
Very Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, the Chairman of the Armenian
Community and Church Council Mr. Ara Palamoudian and the Chair-
man of the Campaign for Recognition of the Armenian Genocide
(CRAG) Rafii Sarkissian.

With the three hour march taking place under a scorching April sun,
amid the screams from fellow Armenians calling on the government
to recognise, with every step that’s taken the surrounding great Lon-
don buildings seem bigger and bigger and we seem smaller and
smaller. However, as the march came to an end the estimated 1200
people formed a horse shoe around the great leaders of our commu-
nity and all sang in prayers, followed by the national anthem and a
song performed on the duduk. It was here that all the sense of
insignificance faded, it was here where we laid Wreaths and flowers
in memory of the victims of the Armenian Genocide and it was here
that the Turkish intentions were shattered…it is here that Armenian
name remains.

The day was concluded by a letter handed into 10 Downing Street
asking for Prime Minster Gordon Brown and his government to
recognise the Armenian Genocide.

We remain hopeful that our
Government will soon follow in
the footsteps of many countries
around the world and accept the
atrocities of 1915 as Genocide
rather than retain its current
policy of denial.

By Teni Shahiean

LONDON ARMENIAN COMMUNITY
COMMEMORATES 95th ANNIVERSARY OF THE

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
Commemorative March



Hamaink • 2010/2 3

Þ²´²Â, 25 êºäîºØ´ºðÆ 2010, ºðºÎàÚº²Ü Ä²ØÀ 7:30-ÆÜ

ê´. ºÔÆÞ¾ ºÎºÔºòÆ

Ð²Ú²êî²ÜÆ  Ð²Üð²äºîàôÂº²Ü  ²ÜÎ²ÊàôÂº²Ü

ÀÜ¸ Ðàì²Üº²ô

Ð²Ú²êî²ÜÆ Ð²Üð²äºîàôÂº²Ü ¸ºêä²ÜàôÂº²Ü ºô

´ðÆî²Ü²Ð²Ú Ð²Ø²ÚÜø²ÚÆÜ ºô ºÎºÔºò²Î²Ü ÊàðÐàôð¸Æ

ØáõïùÝ ³½³ï ¿

SATURDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 7:30 PM

ST. YEGHICHE CHURCH
CRANLEY GARDENS, KENSINGTON, LONDON SW7 3BB

CELEBRATION OF THE 19TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

INDEPENDENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA AND
 THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY & CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAIN

ADMISSION IS FREE

Ð²Ú²êî²ÜÆ Ð²Üð²äºîàôÂº²Ü ¸ºêä²ÜàôÂÆôÜ

THE EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
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We are pleased to inform you that your kind donations to our house
renovation project in Kashatagh region of Karabagh have reached
over £32000.
The Aid Kashatagh Committee at its meeting in April studied and
discussed how best to use the funds raised for the house renovation
program which was prepared by the Tufenkian Foundation and
prioritised according to urgent needs of each family in Getup Village
of Kashatgh. The Committee identified 11 families at the first
instance who had small children, newly married couples and very
limited and poor living areas, to help and improve their living
quarters.
In addition, due to a specific request the Committee also studied the
possibility with the local Education Ministry of creating a new school
for the kids under 8 years of age to give them a
kindergarten/elementary education in the village, as the closest school
is a 5 km walk away. We have received a very positive response from
the Ministry to provide a university graduate teacher and allocation of
a rundown building to house the new school for the kids.
The funds were dispatched accordingly to the Tufenkian Foundation,
who is in charge of the distribution of necessary materials and
implementing, overseeing and supervising the foundation work.

Here below we present some of the housing in Getup where the work
has already started. The Committee would like to share the
background of these homes which have been given priority for the
first round of renovation work. They are predominantly families with
small children or young men either married or to get married. Thus
giving space and privacy to young couples to start their own family,
with the tradition of a young bride entering her husband’s family
home after their marriage.

Baghdasaryan Artur – The family has a newborn and a two year old
child. Their current living area is smaller than a working closet. They
have started to build an additional room to expand but don’t have the
necessary building materials. The additional area to be built is 51m2.
In addition, they also intend to renovate the interior of their now
living area. The total anticipated cost is $2425.

Avetisyan Armen – This is a newlywed family with a newborn.
Presently they live with their parents in a very small area with leaking
roof and damaged walls. The picture shows only walls standing and
in danger of collapse. It is intended to build an additional room on the
second floor adjacent to the existing room to provide an additional 32
m2 . The anticipated cost is $2000.

Manasyan Angela – The parents, grandparents and six wonderful
small children live in one room. Additional area next to the building
will be built to increase their living area to 55m2. Anticipated cost is
$3660. See overleaf page for full details of the cost estimate.

Baghdasaryan Khachatur – The family lives with 3 children in two
rooms that need to be renovated. Total inhabited area is 43m2.
Anticipated cost is $ 3245.

Harutyunyan Artur The Family lives with two sons who will soon
be married and bring wives in the same house. They live in a small
room. The adjacent room will be renovated, total area 59m2.
Anticipated cost of renovation is $3100.

Hovhannisyan Varshen – The family lives with two small children
in one small and damp room with leaking roof. The floor above will
be transformed into a living room adding 20m2. Anticipated cost is
$1860.

Israelyan Sergey - The young family lives in a dark and damp room.
Sergey has started to build a room on the first floor to take advantage
of the sunlight so his children don’t get respiratory illness due to damp
conditions. He lacks materials to finish his works.
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 Tadevosyan Andranik – The family lives with three children in one
room and need roof and ceiling repairs. The area of repair is
approximately 51m2.  The anticipated cost is $3900.

Manukyan Karen – The parents of this family live with their two
sons. One of them is married and the second will get married soon.
The family has collected some building materials to add 35m2. The
repair will allow them to have more living space for the new family.

Tadevosyan Levon - They are a newly married couple in need of
an extra room to start a family. They live in very poor conditions
and in an unsanitary room. There is a lack of sleeping facilities or
bed, linen and household items for a family.  Area of renovation
is 51m2; anticipated cost of renovation is $3500.

There are 14 more houses in similar conditions which require
immediate repairs to give the inhabitants a proper shelter.  About half
of these houses do not have any water and basic sanitary
requirements. They bring their water with pales from the river.
The villagers are hard working people willing to work and repair their
homes and to remain in homeland. Now that we are aware of the
situation on the ground, our help is their hope.

GETAP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The building shown on the right was allocated by the villagers and the
Education Ministry to be renovated and become a school. It needs a
roof, interior walls and partitions. We have undertaken to renovate
only the front half of the building due to the number of pupils ready
to start school. When more funds are available we will continue to
work towards the renovation of the entire building.
The school will have 15 students from grades 1 to 4 in September
2010. For Kashatagh elementary school this is considered a good
number. Every year 2-3 children will be added. The Minister has
confirmed in writing that they will furnish the necessary teacher(s)

and will provide salaries and necessary administrative budget for the
school.

Typical bill of quantities estimate for the house repairs of Man-
asyan Angela

The Aid Kashatagh Committee is a union of various Armenian
organisations helping together under the ACCC of GB. Its aim is to
raise funds through charitable donations for the house renovation
programme in Kashatagh.

Your contribution would offer much hope to the resettlement and
revitalisation programmes of this land. By helping to renovate a
house you are giving a deprived family a chance of a better life.

Please be generous and make your contributions by a cheque payable
to: ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh, P.O. Box 46207, London,   W5 2YE
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We are pleased to offer the readers an informal interview with
Lord Darzi about his remarkable career, interests and hobbies.

Professor Lord Darzi was born on 7th May 1960 to Armenian
parents.  He was appointed as a consultant Surgeon at the age
of 31. Darzi joined Imperial College London in 1994, obtained
his Professorship in 1996 and became the Chair of Surgery and
Head of Department in 1998. Darzi holds the Paul Hamlyn
Chair of Surgery at Imperial College London and the Institute of
Cancer Research. He is also an honorary consultant surgeon
at St Mary’s Hospital, and the Royal Marsden Hospital. He has
held many senior administrative appointments within the
Faculty of Medicine at Imperial College, Research Council,
Editorial Board of Scientific Journals, and medical royal
colleges.

Darzi’s main clinical and academic interest is in minimal
invasive surgery and allied technologies in which he and his
team are internationally recognized. He leads a team of
researchers covering a wide spectrum of engineering and basic
sciences research topics including Medical Image Computing,
Biomedical Engineering, Clinical Safety, and Robotics. He has
published more than 450 peer-reviewed papers and published
7 books.

On 29 June 2007 Darzi was appointed Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State (Lords) at the Department of Health by the
Prime Minister, Gordon Brown. He was created a life peer on
12 July 2007 as Lord Darzi of Denham.  Lord Darzi was asked
to carry out a "wide-ranging review of the NHS".  His reviews,
High Quality Care for All along with High Quality Workforce
were published on 30 June 2008.

SW: Thank you for taking the time in your busy schedule to talk
to us.
I would like to start with the following: I believe our readers will
be very interested to know any new and exciting surgical
technologies in robotics that you are leading at present.

AD: There are plenty, some of them were presented in the
AMIC’s meeting in New York.  Robotics as we know it now is
the tip of the iceberg, best described as the first car ever on the
road with breakthroughs coming at an ever increasing pace. So
its applications at present are very limited, but it has opened a
completely new platform of computer assisted surgery, this is
primarily because you are bringing the computer chip into the
operating theatre. Robots are being used not just into the
cavities like chest or abdominal cavities but robots are used
intraluminally through the mouth, nose, transrectally and there
is potential to do much more, not just minimally invasive, but
what we call natural orifice trans-endoscopic surgery.  We have
been involved in developing ‘snake like’ robots, funded by the
Wellcome Trust.  There are also a number of other concepts in
robotics that we are very excited about and that will materialise
into clinical use in the next 2-3 years. They are very much at an
experimental stage.

SW: With your experience during your time as health minister,
what are your views on the health system that our children (and
us during our retirement) will be using?  Would it be more or
less like the present National Health Service or would it be
different? And how?

AD: In the United Kingdom the National Health Service has
been with us for the last 61 years. I do not envisage that ever
changing and in actual fact I think it is much more relevant post
Obama than it has been before. Many people here do not
necessarily appreciate what we have in the UK as the NHS has
been with them their whole lives. Look at the debates in the
United States where 40-50 million people are un-insured with
no access to care. I think we have a very sound health system
but at the same time we understand that our system itself has
challenges in improving the quality of care it provides and we
are tackling them. So, I still believe that we have the best
system right here where we are. However, we need to start
working on it because there are still areas where we can
significantly improve the quality provided.

As far as society and the problems we all face getting older are
concerned, I think the challenges are different than the ones
that faced the system when I was back in training or in my early
years working in the NHS. One interesting statistic shows that
most of us are living up to five hours a day extra. Life
expectancy when the NHS was created in 1948 has increased
by 10 years. That is because we embraced innovation,
technology, new devices and new treatments. I think we will
see more of that, but there are challenges that arise through the
technology and science that has added years to our lives. We
have to start thinking whether we are also adding life to the
years, because older people might not have the quality of life
that they are entitled to and this is a real challenge. That is one
example, the other is long-term conditions.  I do not think the
future is a service entirely focused on hospital provision. The
future has to also be in community and primary care. To build
that service we need to see more resources and invest more in
primary care and community services.

SW: As a professional, academic and international intellectual
figure with Armenian parents, I am sure our readers will be
interested to hear about any contributions to the Armenian
health care system.

AD: I have been there twice and have operated on sick patients
and I get a lot of Armenian patients here. We have a PhD
student from Armenia with us. That was our idea to build a
capacity of academics to go back to Armenia. We are also
contributing to training and we have done some live links with
university officers, skills training, sent virtual reality simulators
for training purposes, which I understand are being actively
used. I think more could be done there in this respect.

SW: I enjoyed listening to your episode of dessert island discs
on 22 June 08.  I very much enjoyed the very first and the last
piece of your music choice.  They were Yekeghetsin Haikakan,
sacred choral music by Vahan Tekeyan and the Logical Song
by “Supertramp.” Would you share with our readers the reason
for your choice?

AD: The first choice was because it reminded me of my
childhood as a choirboy in the Armenian Church; I had to listen
to that every Sunday. The thing about desert island discs is that
you don’t just choose your favourite seven songs; you need to
pick-up songs which remind you of different decades of your
life. To be fair that is one of my favourite songs as well. Not
many Non-Armenians know about it and I think that Kirsty
Young, the presenter of the programme, was also quite
touched by it.

Interview with Professor Lord Ara Darzi
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The other song was the logical song, I pick it up in the context
of what I was doing at the time where a lot of things might not
be logical to people at the time but become very logical later.
You need to invest in the future.

SW: I note that you are the first surgeon ever granted an
honorary fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering. How
important was this accolade to you?

AD: I am not sure whether many have been appointed since
then but, yes, I was the first one. It was an honour for me; I was
always, up to the year before I entered the medical school, very
much geared up to becoming an engineer because I came from
a family of engineers.  Engineering was more relevant to me; I
enjoyed visual and tactile tasks rather than being a prescriber.
However, I decided to do medicine and most of my research is
in engineering, computing and computer science.  The
honorary fellowship was a great privilege to receive; it had a
great value for me as it was from the Academy.

SW: With your duties, do you have any hobbies or spare time?

What hobbies help you relax?

AD: I like boating; I enjoy the water when I can. I still go to
Ireland for a bit of boating. I like cooking but I find Armenian
cooking much more difficult than others. Cooking is fun and
makes you switch off. I enjoy my holidays with my family. I also
do some exercise to keep fit.

SW: Do you have any favourite books?

AD: Yes plenty. Probably the most relevant is “Yes Minister.”
This is interesting because it is not just a book. I was given this
book at my leaving party for my ministerial position. It was
signed by all the civil servants who I had worked with over the
years at the Department of Health.

Dr. Sonia Wartan
MB ChB FCARCSI

Consultant in Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine,
Lead Clinician for Pain Services

Royal Gwent Hospital, Newport, South Wales
Member of AMA

Ninety five years have elapsed since the Armenian
Genocide organised by the Ottoman government was
perpetrated during the First World War (FWW). As we
approach the centenary of that horrendous event I ponder
the outcomes of the politicisation of the Diaspora
communities during the past forty five years. The
awakening cry in 1965, on the fiftieth anniversary of the
1915 genocide, was that we had mourned for too long
and it was the time to start demanding justice from the
international community and reparations from the
Turkish government. I remember that some of the more
cautious members of our community were embarrassed
by our bold call and some preferred the slumber of
wearing sackcloth and were disconcerted by the energetic
activities of the younger generation.

We did organise and became better informed politically
and demanded justice vociferously; the Diaspora has as a
result become better aware of what can be achieved by
political pressures, locally and on central governments.
Twenty seven countries have recognised the 1915
massacres as genocide as defined by the United Nations.
In this country the media now regularly use the word
genocide to describe the 1915 ethnic cleansing, although
some qualify by adding ‘alleged’. Debates in the House of
Lords do not mince words and the advocates of our cause
stand up and are counted. In the United States, a staunch
ally of Turkey, the Senate Foreign Relations
subcommittee has resolved to introduce a motion that
would oblige the government of the USA to officially
declare that genocide was perpetrated by the Ottoman
Empire.

The Senate resolution states clearly they had relied
heavily on the records in the archives of the USA
government in arriving to that conclusion. Similarly the
archives of France, Germany and many other European
countries have clear records of the 1915-1921 massacres
in Turkey. There is abundant evidence in the archives in
this country (e.g. the ‘Blue book’) to this effect and there
are thousands of web pages on the Internet on this
subject. Yet sadly, our own government that was a key
player in the First World War and one of the victorious
allies in the war against Germany and Turkey who had
committed themselves to justice for the crimes
perpetrated by the decaying empire, performed a major
volte-face in the aftermath of the FWW and has refused to
condemn Turkey for this crime against humanity. In a

recent analysis of the attitude of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) to the Armenian genocide,
Geoffrey Robinson has concluded that the FCO has
consistently strived to obscure the history of the events
relating to the Armenian massacres by carefully
composed pronouncements and supplying diffuse
information to ministers for parliamentary responses.

In Britain, I feel that we have relied too much on the
already published material on this issue and have not
attempted to dig into the public archives to discover what
lies behind the reticence of our successive governments
to adopt this denialist stance. In comparison Germany
and France, the other two major western European
countries have behaved ethically on this issue; France has
not only has recognised the Armenian genocide but will
(hopefully soon) enact legislation to outlaw the denial of
the genocide. There is now a pressing need to dig deep
in attempt to understand the historical tenets of the
current UK foreign policy vis-a-vis the Armenian
genocide. For example, was there a specific
understanding with the newly formed post-empire
government in Turkey to overlook and cover up the
genocide issue in order to gain favour and influence? Was
this related to perhaps a secret alliance against
Bolsheviks? Did it have anything to do with supplying
tribal groups in Central Asia via Turkey to fight against
the central government in Moscow? Why was there such a
lenient attitude towards the key figures from the ‘Young
Turk’ junta who were detained in Malta (then a British
colony) awaiting trial for genocide?

I am certain that answers to these questions will help to
sway the public opinion further towards our cause.
During the coming five years we need to commit
ourselves to research and disseminate historical evidence
that will prevent FCO and ministers to supply evasive
answers on the subject of the Armenian genocide and
bring the UK in line on this issue with the favourable
general trend on the continent. Let us put our heads
together and discover new ways we may progress that will
help us to inform the public better in the UK put pressure
on the British government to revisit and reformulate their
stance on the Armenian genocide.

Dr. Onnik Avakian
Editor’s note:
if you think you would like to help or participate please respond
by e-mail to Hamaink. All contacts by mail will be acknowledged.

Our journey – the next five years
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Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ´³ñ»·áñÍ³Ï³Ý ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ØÇáõÃ»³Ý
ÈáÝïáÝÇ Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃ»³Ùµ, ³Ûë ï³ñáõ³Ý
Ù³ÛÇë 22-ÇÝ, Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ñ³Ùµ³õ³õáñ Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý
ºé³Ýáõ³·Á (trio), Ù³ÛÇë 20-ÇÝ, äáõÉÕ³ñÇáÛ öÉáíïÇí
ù³Õ³ùÇÝ Ù¿çª ¹³ñÓ»³É ´³ñ»·áñÍ³Ï³ÝÇ
Ñáí³Ý³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ³Í Ñ³Ù»ñ·áí ÙÁ
áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñÁ ÑÇ³óÝ»É¿ »ïùª Ø»Í ºÕ»éÇ 95-³Ù»³ÏÇÝ
Ýáõñáõ³Í Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ë ÙÁ ïáõ³õ ÈáÝïáÝÇ êáõñµ ºÕÇß¿
ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ù¿ç, áñ  ï³ñÇÝ»ñ ³é³ç, ì³ã¿ ¢ Â³Ù³ñ
Ø³ÝáõÏ»³Ý ´³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý ÐÇÙÝ³ñÏáõÃ»³Ý ÇßË³Ý³Ï³Ý
ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃ»³Ùµ í»ñ³Ýáñá·áõ»ó³õ ¢ í»ñ³Íáõ»ó³õ
Ññ³ß³ÉÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇ/Ñ³Ù»ñ·³ëñ³Ñ Ç ÙÁ, áõñ »ÉáÛÃ áõÝ»ó³Í
»Ý µ³½Ù³ÃÇõ ³Ýáõ³ÝÇ ³ÝÑ³ï ³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ïÝ»ñ ¢
Ýáõ³·³ËáõÙµ»ñ£

Üáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÇÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û ·ïÝáõ»ó³Ý ª µ³óÇ
µñÇï³Ý³Ñ³Û»ñ¿ª Ï³ñ¢áñ ÃÇõáí ûï³ñÝ»ñ ¢ë£

²Ûë ³éÇÃáí  ç»ñÙ ßÝáñÑ³õáñ³ÝùÇ ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ¿  Ð. ´. À. Ø.Ç
ÈáÝïáÝÇ Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÁ, áñ Ññ³õÇñ»Éáí ³Ý½áõ·³Ï³Ý ³Ûë
»ññáñ¹áõÃÇõÝÁ, µñÇï³Ý³Ñ³Û ·»Õ³ñáõ»ëï³ë¿ñ
Ñ³ë³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý  å³ñ·¢»ó   »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý í³Û»ÉùÇ
µ³ó³éÇÏ »ñ»ÏáÛ ÙÁ£

êáíáñ³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù»ñ·Ç ÙÁ Ï³Ù ·»Õ³ñáõ»ëï³Ï³Ý
Ñ³õ³ùáÛÃÇ ÙÁ Ù³ëÇÝ   ·ñ»ÉÁ ¹ÇõñÇÝ ¿£ ´³Ûó ÇÝ°ã áñ ï»ÕÇ
áõÝ»ó³õ ê. ºÕÇß¿ »Ï»Õ»óÇ/Ñ³Ù»ñ·³ëñ³ÑÇÝ  Ù¿ç , ß³µ³Ã,
22 Ù³ÛÇëÇÝ, ëáíáñ³Ï³Ý ³Í³Ï³Ýáí ï³ñ³½áõ»Éáõ
ïáõ»³ÉÝ»ñ¿Ý µáÉáñáíÇÝ ½áõñÏ ¿ñ ¢ ÏñÝ³ñ ÙÇÙÇ³ÛÝ
ÐÆ²êø²Üâ  µ³éáí µÝáõÃ³·ñáõÇÉ £ ÆëÏ °°ÑÇ³ëù³Ýã°°
Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¿ëÇ ÙÁ Ù³ëÇÝ ·ñ»ÉÁ ã³÷³½³Ýó ¹Åáõ³ñ ¿£
Ð³ñ³½³ï ·áÛÝ»ñáí ÇÝãå¿±ë  íñÓÝ»É Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý
ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ å³ñ·¢³Í »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý ·»ñ³·áÛÝ
í³Û»ÉùÇÝ å³ïÏ»ñÁ. å³Ï»ñª áñ Ñ³ñáõëï ¿ñ  ÛáÛ½»ñáõ ¢
³åñáõÙÝ»ñáõ éáëÉÇ»³Ý ¢ ë³ñ»³Ý³Ï³Ý  ·áÛÝ»ñáí£ Æ±Ýã
ï³ñ³½ Ñ³·óÝ»É ³ÛÝ ½·³óáõÙÇÝ,  áñ ÏÁ ÍÝÇ ¹³ßÝ³ÙáõñÇ,
çáõÃ³ÏÇ ¢ Ã³õçáõÃ³ÏÇ ³éÇÝùÝáÕ áõ ÑÙ³ÛÇã Ó³ÛÝ»ñáõ
Ïñùáï ·ñÏÁÝ¹Ë³éÝáõÙ¿Ý®£ ´³é»ñáí ÇÝãå¿±ë
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»É ³ÛÝ ½·³óáõÙÁ, áñ ³ÙµáÕç ¿áõÃÇõÝ¹ ÏÁ
í»ñ³Í¿,   Ù¿ç¹ Ïáõï³Ïáõ³Í  ³åñáõÙÝ»ñáõ
Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñ¿Ý ÍÝ³Íª  ÛáÛ½»ñáõ Íáíáõ ÙÁ, áõñ Ó³ÛÝ³ÛÇÝ
ÑÇ³ëù³Ýã ³ÉÇùÝ»ñ, ·»Õ»óÇÏ ÑáõñÇÝ»ñáõ å¿ë Ó»éù Ó»éùÇ
µéÝ³Í ÏÁ å³ñ»Ý®£

ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç ·áñÍÇùÝ»ñ¿Ý Å³ÛÃùáÕ Ó³ÛÝ³ÛÇÝ çñí¿ÅÝ»ñÁ,
µÝ³Ï³Ý³µ³ñ    ÏÁ å³ïÏ³ÝÇÝ,  ³é³çÇÝ Ñ»ñÃÇÝ , ½Çñ»Ýù
ÛûñÇÝáÕ »ñ³ÅÇßïÝ»ñáõÝ£  Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ
Ù»ÍáõÃ»³Ý ·³ÕïÝÇùÝ»ñ¿Ý Ù¿ÏÝ ³É ³ÛÝ ¿, áñ ³Ýáñ
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ ·Çï»Ý Ëáñ³ëáõ½áõÇÉ ³Û¹ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñáõ
³åñáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, Ý»ñÃ³÷³Ýó»É ³ÝáÝó ½·³óáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ

Ý»ñ³ßË³ñÑÁ,  ÙïÝ»É Ï³ï³ñáõáÕ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃ»³Ý
ËáñùÁ,  ù³Õ»É ÑáÝ ³Ùµ³ñáõ³Í ½·ÉËÇã »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý
ÃñÃÇéÝ»ñÁ, Ù»ñáõÇÉ ³ÝáÝó Ñ»ï ¢  ³å³ª  Ï³ï³ñáÕ³Ï³Ý
³ÝÃ»ñÇ í³ñå»ïáõÃ»³Ùµ µ³ßË»É ½³ÝáÝù
áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñáõÝ, ÛûñÇÝáÕÇÝ ³åñáõÙÝ»ñÁ Ñ³Ù³ÓáõÉ»Éáí
Çñ»Ýó ³åñáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï££

²Ñ³ Ã¿ ÇÝãá±õª  Ù³ÛÇë 22-ÇÝ, Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·Á
³ñ¹³ñûñ¿Ý  ³ñÅ³Ý³ó³õ Ëëï³å³Ñ³Ýç  áõÝÏÝ¹Çñ»ñáõ
·»ñ³·áÛÝ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇÝ ¢ ëï³ó³õª  Ñ³ñÇõñÇ íñ³Û
Ñ³ñÇõñ ÝÇß ®£

ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ Ï³ï³ñáõÙÁ
Ñ³Ý¹Çë³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ ÏáÕÙ¿ áÕçáõÝáõ»ó³õ »ñÏ³ñ³ï¢
Í³÷³Ñ³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí, áõñ³Ë µ³ó³Ï³ÝãáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí ¢

-»ñáí£

Ð³Ù»ñ·Ç ³õ³ñïÇÝ, ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç áñáïÁÝ¹áëï Í³÷»ñáõÝ
ÁÝ¹³é³ç»Éáíª ºé³Ýáõ³·Á Ï³ï³ñ»ó ÎáÙÇï³ëÇ
°°ÎéáõÝÏ°°Á, áñáõÝ ïËñ³ÑÝãÇõÝ ³ÉÇùÝ»ñÁ áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝñÁ
°°  Ûáõ½»óÇÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë åÇïÇ Áë¿ñ ì³Ñ³Ý Â¿ù¿»³Ý
µ³Ý³ëï»ÕÍÁ (°°

 ²ñ¹³ñ¢ Ç Éáõñ °°ÎéáõÝÏ°°Ç  ïËñ³Ýáõß Ù»Õ»¹ÇÇÝ,
½áñ ºé³Ýáõ³·Á Ï³ï³ñ»ó ³ñï³Ï³ñ· ³åñáõÙáí ¢
ç»ñÙáõÃ»³Ùµª áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñ¿Ý ß³ï»ñ ³ñï³ëáõ»óÇÝ£

²Ýó»³É ë»åï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ, »ñµ ºñ¢³ÝÇ Ù¿ç
Ññ³å³ñ³Ïáõ»ó³õ Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ
Ó³ÛÝ³ëÏ³õ³é³ÏÁ (CD), ÝáõÇñáõ³Í ²éÝáÛ ´³µ³ç³Ý»³ÝÇ
¢ îÙÇÃñÇ ÞáëÃ³ùáíÇãÇ ¹³ßÝ³ÙáõñÇ, çáõÃ³ÏÇ ¢
Ã³õçáõÃ³ÏÇ trio-Ý»ñáõÝ, »ë ³Ýáñ °°êø²ÜâºÈÆ°° áñ³ÏáõÙÁ
ïáõÇ£ ²Ûë ³Ý·³Ù,  Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ
ÉáÝïáÝ»³Ý ³Ý¹ñ³ÝÇÏ Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÁ åÇïÇ
·Ý³Ñ³ï»Ù °°ÐÆ²êø²Üâ°° ³Í³Ï³Ýáí£ ÐÇ³ëù³Ýã-¿Ý Ýáõ³½
³ñÅ¿ù  ³ñï³Û³ÛïáÕ  µ³é Ï³Ù ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝª åÇïÇ
Ù»Õ³Ýã¿ñ ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃ»³Ý£

ÆÝã¿ë  Ýß»óÇ, Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÇÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û ¿ÇÝ Ý³¢ á°ã Ñ³Û
áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñ£ ²ÝáÝóÙ¿ ß³ï»ñ Í³ÝûÃ ¿ÇÝ ²ñ³Ù
Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³ÝÇ »ñ³ÅßïáõÃ»³Ý, µ³Ûó  ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù
ÏÁ Éë¿ÇÝ  ´³µ³ç³Ý»³ÝÇ, ØÇñ½áÛ»³ÝÇ ¢ ÎáÙÇï³ëÇ
ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£ Üáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÇ ³õ³ñïÇÝ
³ÝáÝù Çñ»Ýó ÑÇ³óáõÙÁ Û³ÛïÝ»óÇÝ ÇÝÍÇ, á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ
Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç    Ï³ï³ñáÕ³Ï³Ý
í³ñå»ïáõÃ»³Ýª ³ÛÉ Ý³¢ Ñ³Û ÏáÙåá½ÇïáñÝ»ñáõ
ëù³Ýã»ÉÇ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ý¹¿å£

Ø³ÛÇë 22-ÇÝ,  Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ,
Û³ÝÓÝë ²ñÙÇ¿ ¶ñÇ·áñ»³ÝÇ, Î³ñ¿Ý Þ³Ë·³É¹»³ÝÇ ,
Î³ñ¿Ý øáã³ñ»³ÝÇª »ñ»ùÝ ³É Ñéã³Ï³õáñ
³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ïÝ»ñ Çñ»Ýó µÝ³·³õ³éÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿çª  ³Ý·³Ù
ÙÁ ¢ë ëï»ÕÍ»óÇÝª ·ñ»Ã¿ Ï³ï³ñ»ÉáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³ëÝáÕ
»ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý ÙÇ³ëÝáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ, áñ ÍÝ³õ  Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ
³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ïÇ  Ýñµ³½·³óáÕáõÃ»³Ý , Ï³ï³ñáÕ³Ï³Ý
í³ñå»ïáõÃ»³Ý  ¢  °° ÑÝãÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ç»ñÙáõÃ»³Ý°°
ÙÇ³ÓáõÉáõÙ¿Ý£ ÀÝ¹·Í»Ýù Ý³¢ ³ÛÝ, áñ ³Ûëûñ ³ßË³ñÑÇ Ù¿ç
ãÏ³Û trio ÙÁ, áñ áõÝ»Ý³Û Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ
Ñ³ñáõëï Ýáõ³·³ó³ÝÏÝ áõ á×³ÛÇÝ ³ÛÉ³½³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ£

Ð³Ûáó ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý 95-ï³ñ»ÉÇóÇÝ ÝáõÇñáõ³Í
Ù³ÛÇë 22-Ç Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÁ, µ³óÇ »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý
Û³ÕÃ³Ý³Ï ÙÁ ÁÉÉ³É¿ª  »Ï³õ ÷³ëï»Éáõ, áñ
ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ³Ý·³Ù ³ÝÏ³ñáÕ ¿ áãÝã³óÝ»É Ñ³Û
ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á, áñáíÑ»ï¢ ³Ý ÝÙ³Ý ¿ ³ñ¢áõÝ, ÇëÏ ³ñ¢Á ãÇ
Ã³ÕáõÇñ, áñù³Ý ³É ÷áñáõ³Í ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝÁ ËáñáõÝÏ
ÁÉÉ³Û®£ ²Ù¿Ý ³Ý·³Ù áñ Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñ¿Ý Ù¿ÏáõÝ ï³Õ³Ý¹áí ³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ï ÙÁ ÏÁ ÍÝÇ
Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ³ñ·³Ý¹¿Ýª  Ø»Í ºÕ»éÝÇÝ
Ý³Ñ³ï³Ïáõ³Í Ù»ñ ³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ïÝ»ñ¿Ý Ù¿ÏÁ®
Û³ñáõÃÇõÝ Ï°³éÝ¿£

Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ ÐÇ³ëù³Ýã Üáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÁ ÈáÝïáÝÇ Ù¿ç
ºñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý ³ÝÝ³ËÁÝÃ³ó »ñ»ÏáÛ ÙÁª áñ »ñÏ³ñ ï³ñÇÝ»ñ åÇïÇ ³åñÇ

Ñ³Ý¹Çë³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ ÛÇßáÕáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç
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Ø»ñ Ã»É³¹ñ³ÝùÝ ¿ áñ Ð.´.À.Ø.Ç ³ÛÉ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ
Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕ»ñÝ ³Éª öÉáíïÇíÇ ¢ ÈáÝïáÝÇ ûñÇÝ³ÏÇÝ
Ñ»ï¢»Éáíª Çñ»Ýó Û³çáñ¹ ï³ñáõ³Ý ·»Õ³ñáõ»ëï³Ï³Ý
Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÝ»ñ Ý³Ë³ï»ë»Ý  Ý³¢
³ßË³ñÑÇ É³õ³·áÛÝ trio-»ñ¿Ý Ù¿ÏáõÝª Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý
ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£

ÆÝãå¿±ë Î³½Ùáõ»ó³õ Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý
ºé³Ýáõ³·Á

1999 ÃáõÏ³ÝÇÝ hÇÙÝáõ³Í°° ²ñÇëù³°°Ý` 2008-ÇÝ
í»ñ³ÙÏñïáõ»ó³õ  ²ñ³Ù Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³· (Aram
Khachaturian Trio) £ ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý
ßñç³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç Û³ñ·³Ýù í³Û»ÉáÕ ³Ûë ËáõÙµÁ,
Ýáõ³·³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÝ»ñáí ßñç³·³Û³Í ¿ ß³ï ÙÁ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñ,
ÆÝãå¿ë Ð³Û³ëï³Ý, èáõë³ëï³Ý, ¼áõÇó»ñÇ³,
Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý ¢ Ð³ñ³õ³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³£ Ú³ïáõÏ
ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÃ»³Ý ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ¿ ³ÛÝ å³ñ³·³Ý, áñ  2007 Ã.
ÝáÛ»Ùµ»³ñÇÝ ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç ØáëÏí³ÛÇ ¢ èáõë³ëï³ÝÇ ³ÛÉ
ù³Õ³ùÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ïáõ³Í Ýáõ³·³Ñ³¹¿ëÝ»ñÝ
³Ó³Ý³·ñ³Í »Ý Ù»Í Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝ£
²ñÇëù³ ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç »ÉáÛÃÝ»ñÁ Û³×³Ë óáõó³¹ñáõ³Í »Ý
Ñ»éáõëï³ï»ëáõÃ»³Ùµ ¢ Ó³ÛÝ³ë÷éáõ³Íª é³ïÇáÛáí,
»ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý í³Û»Éù å³ï×³é»Éáí µ³½Ù³Ñ³½³ñ
áõÝÏÝ¹Çñ»ñáõ£ øÝÝ³¹³ïÝ»ñÁ µ³ñÓñ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³Í »Ý
»é³Ýáõ³·Ç Ï³ï³ñáÕ³Ï³Ý í³ñå»ïáõÃÇõÝÁ,
Ýñµ³½·³óáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ,  ÑÝãÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ç»ñÙáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ
»ñ³Ý·Á, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³¢ Ññ³ß³ÉÇ »ñ³Åßï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ£
²ÝóÝáÕ »ñÏáõ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Ýáõ³·³ËáõµÇÝ
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ í³ñå»ïáõÃ»³Ý ¹³ë»ñ  (master classes)
ïáõ³Í »Ý Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ½³Ý³½³Ý ßñç³ÝÝ»ñáõ
»ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý ¹åñáóÝ»ñáõ áõë³ÝáÕáõÃ»³Ý£
ºé³Ýáõ³·Á ë»ñïûñ¿Ý Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³Ïó³Í ¿
Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ÏÇó ß³ñù ÙÁ  ÏáÙåá½ÇïáñÝ»ñáõ  Ñ»ï ¢
Û³ïÏ³å¿ë ²ñÇëù³ÛÇ ³åëåñ³Ýùáí  ³Ýáó ·ñ³Í
ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ ³Ý¹ñ³ÝÇÏ Ï³ï³ñáÕÁ
(premier) Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³Í ¿£
ÀÝ¹·ÍáõÙÇ ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ¿ ³ÛÝ ÇñáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ ²ñ³Ù
Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ, ²ñÙÇÝ¿
¶ñÇ·áñ»³Ý, Î³ñ¿Ý Þ³Ë·³É¹»³Ý ¢ Î³ñ¿Ý øáã³ñ»³Ý ÏÁ
ÝÏ³ñáõÇÝ ë»Ý»Ï³ÛÇÝ »ñ³ÅßïáõÃ»³Ý Ù»Í í³ñå»ïÝ»ñ £
Æ ¹¿å ¿ Ýß»É Ý³¢ áñ ºé³Ýáõ³·ÇÝ Ýáõ³·³ó³ÝÏÁ
Ñ³ñáõëï ¿ á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏÝ»ñáõ ù³Ý³Ïáí, ³ÛÉ Ý³¢
»ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý á×»ñáõ ³ÛÉ³½³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ£ ²Ýáñ
Ýáõ³·³ó³ÝÏÇÝ Ù¿ç Ý»ñ³éÝáõ³Í »Ý ßáõñç ÛÇëáõÝ
¹³ë³Ï³Ý ¢ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ÏÇó Ïáåá½ÇïáñÝ»ñáõ
ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£

Ì³ÝûÃ³Ý³Ýù Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³Ý ºé³Ýáõ³·Ç
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ

²ñÙÇÝ¿ ¶ñÇ·áñ»³Ý (¹³ßÝ³Ùáõñ)

Î³ñ¿Ý Þ³Ë·³É¹»³Ý (çáõÃ³Ï)

’’

Î³ñ¿Ý øáã³ñ»³Ý (Ã³õçáõÃ³Ï)
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With over 50 years of active involvement in the Armenian
community, in this month’s edition of Hamaink we are pleased
to share with you an Interview with Mr Stepan Ovanessoff -
chairman of the Benlian and Essefian Charitable Trusts.

LT: Mr Ovanessoff, you have been the chairman of the Benlian
Trust for over 20 years. Tell us more about Edward Benlian’s
background, and the story behind the formation of the Trust.

SO: Edward Benlian moved to England in the late 1950s from
Kesaria, Turkey and established himself as a Carpet merchant
in London. The “Benlian” brand became one of the leading
producers of the 20th century of top quality Tabriz carpets. In
the 1950s, there were only around 500 Armenians living in
England, with the majority of them living in the Manchester
area. As a result, there wasn’t an
established Armenian community
and community life in those years in
London, apart from St Sargis
Armenian Church and the Armenian
Youth Society. The Youth Society
had around a dozen members, and
Benlian soon became a member,
regularly meeting with other
Armenian youths each Sunday after
the church service.

Although Benlian could not speak
Armenian, he became involved in
most Armenian events and
throughout his life continued to be
involved in establishing Armenian
community life in London; even
Benlian’s wife became the
chairperson of the Ladies
Committee. In the 1960s, Benlian,
together with other 7-8 Armenians, founded the Hay Dun
(Armenian House) in Kensington - with Benlian being the major
contributor.

The Benlian Trust is testamentary trust and it was created
pursuant to the last will and testament of Edward Benlian, who
passed away somewhere around 1973. The Benlian Trust is
administered by five trustees, and offers scholarship grants to
Armenians studying in England and grants to organisations and
institutions to promote specific educational, cultural and
charitable activities connected with the cultural life of the
London Community of Armenians.

LT: Tell us more about the activities of the Benlian Trust.

SO: The conditions of the Benlian Trust are set out in Benlian’s
will and testament and they are quite specific:

To apply the income of 3/5ths of the trust fund towards the
education costs in England of sons and daughters of
Armenian fathers obtaining higher education.

To apply the income of 1/5th of the trust fund for such
educational or other charitable purposes connected with the
cultural life of the London Community of Armenians
including the maintenance and support of Armenian House.

To apply the income of 1/10th of the trust fund for the
furtherance of medical research and the provision of
amenities for nurses at the Westminster Hospital and
Middlesex Hospital in equal shares.

To apply the income of 1/10th of the trust fund to the
Armenian Hospital in Istanbul and L'Ecole de Jeunes Filles
Armeniennes, Tebrotsasere, in France in equal shares.

LT: Who are the Trustees of the Benlian Trust and how many
grants do you approve in a given year?

SO: The current trustees are Edward Kurkdjian, Parsegh (Paul)
Gulbenkian, Rita Vartoukian and Sandi Simons. The Benlian
Trust approves approximately 28-30 grants per year, each with
a duration of approximately 3 to 4 years. Majority of
applications are accepted. Now with increasing University fees
in England, the number of applicants is increasing, and whilst
other nationalities also apply, the focus remains Armenian
applicants for undergraduate studies.

LT: Tell us about the Essefian Trust and
how it varies from the activities of the
Benlian Trust.

SO: Brothers Hagop and Yervant
Essefian were also carpet merchants
from Turkey, establishing themselves in
London. The Essefian Trust is also a
testamentary trust, created by the last
will and testament of the Essefian
brothers. It was established at around
the same time as the Benlian Trust. In
contrast to the latter, the conditions of
the  Essefian Trust  are less restrictive,
specifying that applicants must be
Armenian (with no reference to
Armenian fathers). Furthermore, the
Essefian brothers’ will and testament
states that scholarships can be given
out to support Armenians in any country

for educational purposes. The Essefian Trust has also provided
funding for purchasing medical equipment for hospitals in
Armenia.

There were still too few Armenians in England in the
1960s/1970s, so the Essefian Trust started to support
Armenian students outside of the UK – e.g. in Lebanon,
Cyprus, etc.  Following the independence of Armenia, the
Trustees decided to focus on helping students with difficult
backgrounds in Armenia. The reason for this was the fact that
the same amount of the grant would help many more students
in Armenia. Whilst the scholarships do not cover the full tuition
fees, the focus is always helping students with difficult
backgrounds; for example the Essefian Trust is currently
helping some 400 students in Gyumri and Vanadzor each, 6-8
in Yerevan, and 1-2 in England with their university studies.

In terms of mechanics of how scholarships are allocated, the
trustees prepare the budget for a given year, and based on this
they decide who and how much to allocate. The trustees are
the same individuals as those looking after the Benlian Trust.
Mr Ovanessof is now thinking about the future of both Trusts
and continuing to ensure that the right individuals fulfil the roles
going forward.

LT: You also look after the “Hay Dun” / Armenian House in
Kensington. Tell us a little more about how the Hay Dun was
established.

SO: In the early 1960s there was no venue for Armenians to
meet and socialise.  The Armenian House / Hay Dun was
purchased to address this gap and help to establish a
Community Centre. To be able to make this purchase a

Interview with Stepan Ovanessoff
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Community Trust was formed in 1961, with approximately
10-15 people contributing funds, with Edward Benlian making
the significant part of this contribution. In 1962, the Community
Trust found the property at 25 Chesington Gardens, London.
The purchase was made under the leadership of Edward
Benlian.

The Armenian House was successfully used as a Community
Centre by the Armenian Youth, quickly becoming the height of
youth activity especially on weekends, with Dinner on
Saturdays, “lahmadjo” on Sundays, formation of a choir,
theatrical society, and others.  In fact the choir and theatre
groups were good enough to tour France and Manchester.
Today, the Hay Dun is primarily used to house the Armenian
Embassy, the main hall is regularly used for Community events
and a Library (which is currently closed).
LT: Have you considered selling the property in the favour of
purchasing a larger area which would meet the needs of the
Community today?

SO: The Hay Dun holds a lot of fond memories: having moved
from Birmingham to London, I  quickly became part of the
Community life at the Hay Dun, becoming a member (and
subsequently the chairman) of the Youth Society. In his will,
Edward Benlian requested that Hay Dun will dedicate some
space for promoting the activities of the Armenian youth – the
area which currently houses the Armenian Embassy was
dedicated to the Armenian Youth Society.

However, as the next generation was born in the UK, as is
natural, they developed a slightly different circle of friends as
they grew up. As a result, the Armenian House did not have the
same meaning and place in the Community as it did in the 60s.
These days, young Armenians do not rely on the Armenian
House to help them feel part of the Community – there are
different interests, activities, venues. The primary use of the
Armenian House is its use by the Armenian Embassy. Yes, I
agree that the community has a need for more than is currently
offered by the Armenian House (for example to be able to
provide space for the Armenian schools). Have we thought
about selling the Armenian House and re-investing in a larger
venue to meet the needs? Some people “yes” others “no”.  As

an individual, I agree that we need to do what helps the
community most. The challenge is finding a suitable venue /
space. The other problem will be where to move the Armenian
Embassy – recognising that even for the Armenian Embassy,
the space is very small. So not an easy question to answer!

LT: Why do you think the Hay Dun has failed to attract youth
these days?

SO: Nothing more than a reflection of the different times we live
in today versus 40-50 years ago; young people having their
own circle of friends, lead busy lives – this is of course painful
to see. Also, back in its peak activity, the Armenian House had
an impressive Library, with books and magazines in English
and Armenian, as well as some foreign newspapers which
attracted Armenians. The Library is now closed as it requires
someone to run and maintain it and we do not currently have
that level of resourcing.

LT: How are maintenance expenses managed?

SO: Expenses are managed by the Benlian Trust as there is a
clause in the will specifying that part of the funds will be used
for maintenance of the Armenian House as required.  Each
year, a budget is allocated to the Armenian House for
maintenance from the income of the trust fund. In addition,
charitable donations are also made for the maintenance of the
Armenian House.

LT: How is the main hall in the Armenian House used?

SO: The hall is mainly used for hosting cultural events.
Although the space is small any applicant is able to apply and
use it - there are no restrictions as long as they are non-political
in nature.  The hall cannot be used to promote any political
agenda, and in fact, there is a note in the will to specify that “the
space should not be used for political activities of violent
nature”.  Bear in mind that this was at the time when different
Armenian parties were fighting each other in places like
Lebanon in the 1960s!

Dr. Lucine Tatulian
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Sunday morning, 23 May, 2010, the K Tahta Armenian
Community Sunday School students, parents,
members of the boards of directors and trustees and
teachers joined Mrs. Rousana Tatoulian, principal, in
welcoming the Very Revd Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian,
primate, to the school. This was his first pastoral visit

since his
election as the
primate of the
Armenian
Diocese in the
UK. Fr. Vahan
led the
students in the
morning
prayer. After
the students
finished their
inspiring
recitation of

the Lord’s Prayer, Hayr Mer, Fr. Vahan engaged them
in a discussion on the importance of the Sunday School
and of learning our beautiful and ancestral Armenian
language and culture. “You are a precious ring in a
golden chain of Armenian tradition and identity that has
survived centuries,” said our Primate adding, “It is our
sacred duty to make sure that we do our best to learn

our language and convey it to our children and
grandchildren.” At the end of his conversation with the
students, Fr. Vahan thanked the parents of the
students, the teachers and the administration of the
school for the great job that the school has been doing.
Fr. Vahan promised the students to visit them as often
as his Sunday
schedule
allows him. As
soon as the
students were
led to their
classes, Fr.
Vahan met
with the
principal and
members of
the board of
directors and
administration
of the school. During the meeting Fr. Vahan listened to
Mrs. Tatoulian’s review of the history of the school and
the current state of education and administration in the
school. He then received and answered questions by
the attendees of the meeting.

War]q;rnid katar Ghorg Jafja;an
Kirakn7r;a\ Axga\in Warvaran!

K. Tahta Sunday School Welcomes the Primate

The articles on this page are borrowed from Primate’s E-newsletter

Sunday, 11 July, marked the end of the academic year
for the K. Tahta Armenian Community School in
London. The Primate, Revd Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian,
joined graduates, students, their parents, teachers,
administrators and principal as well as the members of
the Boards of the School at the commencement
ceremonies (Handes), which began at 2:30pm with the
anthems followed by the welcoming words of Mrs.
Ruzanna Tatulian, Principal, followed by a very

impressive
program in
Armenian
by the
students
and
graduates
of the
School.
The
commence
ment
program
included
speeches,

recitations, songs and short sketches. It was such a
moving scene to see our children and youth speaking,
singing and reciting so fluently in the Armenian
language. Toward the end of the program, Principal
Tatulian invited the Primate, Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian,
to present the diplomas to the graduating students and
to offer his laudatory and final remarks.
Fr. Vahan congratulated the graduates and their
parents, and thanked the principal, teachers and all
involved in making the Armenian School a successful
educational program under the auspices of the ACCC.

He reminded the graduating students that now that the
school and their parents have done their best to equip
them with the foundation and basics of the Armenian
culture and identity, it is the time that they do
whatever they can to make sure that the Armenian
language and culture remains alive and relevant in the
life of the Armenians in the UK for generations to come.
Congratulations to the graduates of the class of 2010

of the K. Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School:
Zara Abraamian, Martina Aghopian, Armen Bodossian,
Maral Bodossian, Derenik Grigorian, Alexander
Haroutounian, Luciné Karanfilian, Tamara Keoshgerian,
Aren Kevorkian, Armen Kulkhanjian, Lily Martirossian,
Sasha-Alexia Mirzaian, Annie Sahakian, Sirvart
Sarafian, Selineh Sarian, Arpi Stepanian.
We are proud of you all.

K. TAHTA SUNDAY SCHOOL GRADUATION
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Ú³ñ·»ÉÇ Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ÏÇó,

¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝáõÙ
¹³ë³õ³Ý¹õáõÙ ¿ Ð³Û»ñ¿Ý É»½áõ, Ð³Ûáó å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝ
³ñ¢Ùï³Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý ¢ ³ñ¢»É³Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý ( ¹³ë³Ï³Ý »õ
Ñ³Û³ëï³Ý»³Ý áõÕÕ³·ñáõÃ»³Ùµ¤, Ù³ÝÏ³å³ñï¿½Çó
ÙÇÝã¢ ÇÝÝ»ñáñ¹ ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ:
¸åñáóáõÙ áõÝ»Ýù ã³÷³Ñ³ë ûï³ñ³ËûëÝ»ñÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ
³ñ¢»É³Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý ¢ ³ñ¢Ùï³Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý ¹³ë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñ:
¸³ë³õ³Ý¹Ù³Ý Å³Ù»ñÝ »Ý ÏÇñ³ÏÇ Å³ÙÁ 10:30¬ Çó ÙÇÝã¢
2:00¬Á:
2010 -2011 áõëáõÙÝ³Ï³Ý ï³ñõ³Û ¹³ë»ñÁ ëÏëõáõÙ »Ý
ë»åï»Ùµ»ñÇ 5¬ÇÝ:
Èñ³óáõóÇã ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ  ¢ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÇ
Ñ³Ù³ñ Ññ³õÇñáõÙ »Ýù ¹åñáó, áñÇ Ñ³ëó¿Ý ¿ª
Twyford Church of England School,Twyford Crescent, Acton,
London W3 9PP.

¸åñáóÇ Ù³ëÇÝ ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ Ï³ñáÕ ¿ù ëï³Ý³É
¹åñáóÇ ì»µ Î³ÛùÇó, áñÇ Ñ³ëó¿Ý ¿ª
http://www.armenianschool.org.uk

²ñÓ³Ý³·ñõ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ï³ñáÕ ¿ù û·ïõ»É Ý³¢ ¹åñáóÇ
¿É»ÏïñáÝ³ÛÇÝ Ñ³ëó¿Çó ª
info@armenianschool.org.uk

¶. Â³ÑÃ³»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ
Ðá·³µ³ñÓáõÃÇõÝ ¢ îÝûñÇÝáõÃÇõÝ:

Dear compatriot,

K. Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School Classes are held
every Sunday from 10:30a.m. to 2:00p.m. at
Twyford Church of England School, Twyford Crescent, Acton,
London W3 9PP.

The Sunday School offers parallel classes both in Eastern and West-
ern Armenian to pupils aged between 3 and 16 years old, and it is
composed of the following three sections: (1) Nursery Section (two
years), (2) Pre–academic Section (two years), and (3) Academic
Section (nine years). Classes are also offered to adults wishing to
learn either Eastern or Western Armenian.

The Sunday School’s curriculum covers various aspects of the Arme-
nian language, namely reading, writing, conversation and grammar.
Pupils are also taught about important events in the Armenian history,
and they learn Armenian songs and dances.

For more information about the Sunday School, please visit our
website: http://www.armenianschool.org.uk

To contact us, please email to: info@armenianschool.org.uk

The Governors and Headteacher of  K.Tahta Community
Sunday School.

¶¾àð¶ Â²ÐÂ²º²Ü ÎÆð²ÎÜúðº²Ú ²¼¶²ÚÆÜ ì²ðÄ²ð²Ü
K TAHTA ARMENIAN COMMUNITY SUNDAY SCHOOL

ØÇ ù³ÝÇ ¹ñõ³·Ý»ñ í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ ³éûñ»³Çó

ÌÝáÕ³Ï³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ·Çï»ÉÇùÝ»ñÇ ÙñóáÛÃ

²õ³ñï³Ï³Ý ùÝÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ

2010 ³Ù³í»ñçÇ Ñ³Ý¹¿ë

ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ïûÝÇÝ ÝõÇñõ³Í Ñ³Ý¹¿ë Øß³ÏáÛÃÇ ûñõ³Ý ÝõÇñõ³Í Ñ³Ý¹¿ë

2010 ³Ù³í»ñçÇ Ñ³Ý¹¿ë

ì³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ »ñ·ã³ËÙµÇ »ÉáÛÃÁ
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Although this is a Russian dish but it is
extremely popular in Armenia.
Homemade pirozhkis are easy to make and
they look and taste splendid served hot or
cold with salad.

Makes 35.

2 cups /225 g strong white flour.
½ tsp salt.
½ tsp caster sugar.
1 tsp easy-blend dried yeast.
25g butter softened
1 egg beaten. (1 extra for brushing)
6 tbsp warm milk.

For the filling.

1 small onion finely chopped.
175g minced beef or chicken.
1 tbsp sunflower oil
5 tbsp beef stock (chicken stock if using
chicken)
2 tbsp chopped fresh parsley.

Pinch of grated nutmeg.
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste.

1- Sift the flour salt and sugar into a large bowl stir in the dried yeast
then make a well in the centre.

2- Add the butter egg and milk and mix to a soft dough. Turn on to a
lightly floured surface and knead for 10 minutes until smooth and
elastic.

3- Put the dough in a clean bowl cover with cling film and leave in a
warm place to rise for 1 hour or until the dough has doubled in size.

4- Meanwhile fry the onion and beef or chicken in the oil for 10
minutes add the stock and simmer for 5 minutes stir in the parsley
nutmeg salt and pepper, leave o cool.

5- Preheat the oven to 220C/425F/gas 7.Knead the dough then roll out
until 3mm thick. Stamp out rounds with 7.5 cm cutter.

Brush the edges with beaten egg, put a little filling in the middle then press
the edges together. Leave to rise on oiled baking sheets covered with oiled
cling film for 15 minutes, brush the tops with a little more egg and bake for 5
minutes in preheated oven 220C/425F/Gas7. Reduce the heath to
190C/375F/Gas5 and bake for another 10 minutes or until golden and well
risen.

Anoush!

DELIGHTS OF ARMENIAN CUISINE

Pirozhki

Please be generous and make your contributions as much as you can by a cheque payable to:

“ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh” - P.O. Box 46207, London, W5 2YE

Appeal for Aid Kashatagh

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

E-mail (optional) or phone number: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Amount of Donation: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .

Please make a cheque payable to “ACCC of GB / Aid Kashatagh” and send to:
P.O. Box 46207, London, W5 2YE via regular post. A receipt will be posted to you. Thank you.

The British-Armenian Kashatagh Campaign is organised and facilitated by the Armenian Community & Church Council of
Great Britain (ACCC of GB) in association with the Tufenkian Foundation of N.Y.
Supporters of this campaign are: Armenian Medical Association. (AMA), Armenian Youth Federation (AYF), Friends of
Armenia, Hamazkayin Cultural Society, Armenian Relief Society (ARS), Homenetmen, Land & Culture Organisation (LCO)
Hon President: His Grace Bishop Nathan Hovannisian - Chairman: Mr. Viken Haladjian - Secretary: Ms. Anie Keshishian
Treasurer: Dr. Setrag Karanfilian
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²Ù¿Ý ï³ñÇ Ð³Û ú·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ØÇáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³Ïó»Éáí Ð.Ð. êáó»³É³Ï³Ý ²å³ÑáíáõÃ»³Ý Ý³Ë³ñ³ñáõÃ»³Ý
Ñ»ï ÏÁ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå¿ "ºñµ ¶³ÉÇë ¾ ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ" Íñ³·ÇñÁ£

ÜÏ³ïÇ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí Íñ³·ñÇ ³Ýó»³É ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ, û·ï³Ï³ñ ÁÉÉ³Éáí  Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ¹åñáó³Ï³Ý
³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ Û³ÛÃ³ÛÃ»É å³Ûáõë³ÏÝ»ñ, ·ñ³Ï³Ý åÇïáÛùÝ»ñ, ½·»ëïÝ»ñ ¢ ³ÛÉÝ£ àõëïÇ ÏÁ ËÝ¹ñ»Ýù ³Ý·³Ù ÙÁ »õë
ÁÝ¹³é³ç»É ÐúØ-Ç ³Ûë ÏáãÇÝ áõ Ó»ñ ëñï³µáõË ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí Çñ³Ï³Ý³óÝ»É ³Ûë  Íñ³·ÇñÁ£

ÀÝ¹áõÝ»ó¿ù Ð³Û ú·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ØÇáõÃ»³Ý Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ Ù³ëÝ³×ÇõÕÇ í³ñãáõÃ»³Ý Ï³ÝË³Û³Ûï
ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Ó»ñ µ³ñ¿Ýå³ëï Ùûï»óáõÙÇÝ ¢ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï³Ï³Ý ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ£

-----------------
Each year, the Armenian Relief Society in association with the Ministry of Labour  and Social Affairs of Armenia, implements
the Program "WHEN SEPTEMBER COMES"

Considering the previous years' positive impact of this program on the Pupils of our Homeland who received clothing,
nutrition and school supplies, we wish to urge you and your friends, one more time, to participate in this project and make
generous donation to the Children of our future generation.

Armenian Relief Society of Great Britain would like to thank all individuals and members whose generous contribution in the
past has made this project a great success. Your continued support is appreciated.

Please support the Project of "When September Comes"
by sending your donation to the address below:

Name:      ........................................................................................................................

Address:  .........................................................................................................................

                .....................................................................   Amount:  ...................................

Cheque payable to: Armenian Relief Society of GB
                                c/o 180 Great West Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW5 9AR

On Saturday 15th May St. Yeghiche Church was filled to ca-
pacity. The Odeon came to hear the artists invited specially
from Armenia who performed Armenian Traditional Folk
Music and Songs.
 The Armenian Relief Society of Great Britain, who through
2010 are Celebrating Society’s 100th anniversary, were the
organizers of this fantastic concert.

The evening featured vibrant performances by Sayat-Nova
Ensemble which received a standing ovation by the audience;
and the continuous applause returned the magnificent players
and singers back on stage for an encore.

We congratulate the ARS on its100 years of selfless service to
the Armenian nation and wish the members continuous
courage and success.

Concert organised by ARS
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From City financier to “King of Cufflinks” – this may seem as a mighty
leap for anyone to make, however for Robert Tateossian it was a
seamless progression.  Tateossian was born in Kuwait (to an Armenian
father) and grew up in Beirut. He attended a number of French schools
in Rome and studied international finance at the prestigious Wharton
School of Finance in Pennsylvania, before embarking on a successful
career with Merrill Lynch on Wall Street, New York and in the City of
London. Tateossian’s international upbringing would later provide him
with the inspiration to become a leading
jewellery and accessories designer, or the
“King of Cufflinks” as he is affectionately
known in the industry.
After seven years of working for Merrill
Lynch, Tateossian was ready to fulfil his
lifelong ambition to start his own business.
He started by importing fabrics and
making waistcoats, but his creative flair
and love of luxury soon lead him into
designing and making silver cufflinks. He
set up offices in London and a workshop
in Birmingham - in the heart of England’s
silversmith industry - and the Tateossian
brand was created in 1990. From cufflinks,
Tateossian progressed to creating unique
contemporary jewellery and accessories
for men and women.
The men’s collections now covers a wide
range: from watches to money clips, rings
and necklaces all in keeping with the
Tateossian trademark use of innovative and striking materials - 18-carat
gold and silver, fibre optic glass, leather and semi precious stones.
Tateossian’s range of women’s jewellery epitomises stylish timeless
elegance with a contemporary edge: all items are individually hand-
finished, with an uncompromising level of quality, using only the finest
materials.
In 2001, Tateossian opened its first boutique at The Royal Exchange in
the City of London, followed by its flagship store at The Duke of York
Square on the King’s Road in Chelsea, in 2004. October 2008 marked the
opening of another new store, the largest stand-alone in the UK, in The
Village at Westfield London, and in May 2010, Tateossian opened its
fourth store on Conduit Street in Mayfair.
2010 marks the 20th anniversary of the creation of the Tateossian brand.
During the past 20 years, the Tateossian brand has grown into an
international company. From Siberia to Saudi Arabia, Tateossian sells in
more than 60 countries around the world, with more than 1000 points of
sale, in the most prestigious, fashionable boutiques and department stores
- Tsum in Moscow, Harrods in London, Saks in New York to name a few.
Tateossian has also been awarded the much coveted UK British Export
Award for Accessories three times, and in 2009, Tateossian won the
acclaimed IJL Editor’s Choice Award and International Frontier Buyers
Award. Robert Tateossian lives in and runs the business from London,
but he still spends much of his time travelling the world and gaining
inspiration for his latest collections.

Interview with Robert Tateossian:

What made you move from a successful career in investment
banking to designing and making luxury jewellery/accessories?  Did
anything specific trigger the move?

I have always had ambitions to be an entrepreneur and to own my own
business. It was actually something that happened entirely by accident. I
knew that I wanted to leave Merrill Lynch and move into fashion world
and so I started importing fabrics and designing waistcoats. It was a
successful venture, but the waistcoats were taking up so much room in
my tiny office that I needed something smaller. So, I began to think about
cufflinks, as all the guys from Merrill Lynch had worn them but they
were never very exciting – all knots and circles.

What was your inspiration in creating the “Tateossian” brand?

My goal has always been to create a line of jewellery and accessories for
men and women that reflected my own ethos: stylish, unique and

uncompromising quality. I am also constantly inspired by my travels so
the Tateossian brand is the perfect outlet. I travel so often, so I am
constantly inspired and always sketching!

How did you market and sell Tateossian jewellery before becoming
a renowned brand?

I participated in trade shows and knocked on many doors of leading
retailers – this was a constant and is part of
building any business.

What have been some of the hurdles you have
overcome to achieve what Tateossian is today?

Nothing unusual to what other businesses in this
field have to do: setting up a reliable supply chain
and a reliable distribution network around the work
that would embrace the collections yearly. Also,
setting up a UK head office with all the
management issues that it entails.

What would you say is the key to your success?

Quality product, reliability, unique product design
and good service!

What are your aspirations for Tateossian in the
next 5-10 years?

To develop our own retail distribution network by opening stores in key
cities around the world. Currently we have a shop in Tsum, Moscow and
1,000 other point of sales along with our 4 stand-alone stores in the UK.
We are always looking to expand.

I understand that you spend much of your time travelling the world
to gain inspiration for your latest collection. Where is your favourite
travel destination and why?

Without a doubt it has to be Cape Town, South Africa. I go there twice a
year every year and just adore everything about the place. It has
mountains, beaches, fabulous wine, sunshine and friendly people – just
perfect.

Do you design all the pieces yourself or do you have a design team
working with you?

Tateossian’s creative director, Ariel Thompson and I work very closely
together on all the designs. We are both based in the London office with
very hands on design team.

Tell us about your Armenian background.

My father is Armenian but I was born in Kuwait and grew up in Beirut.
I was at boarding school and spent holidays with my grandparents in
Adana and Izmir.

Did you grow up in any Armenian community? Do you have many
links with the Armenian community in London or in any other parts
of the world?

Unfortunately I did not grow up in an Armenian community except for
when I visited my grandparents, however living in London has allowed
me to get more involved with the local community and I hope to get more
involved.

What piece of advice would you give to Armenian entrepreneurs out
there hoping to start their own business?

Perseverance, believe in what you set out to achieve and hard work –
which Armenians are very good at!

Dr. Lucine Tatulian

Interview with Robert Tateossian
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Kristina was born in 1994 in
Budapest, Hungary and is of
Armenian origin. She began
her piano studies at the age
of seven and started
composing when she was
eight years old. In 2006 she
was granted a scholarship to
study at the Purcell School
of Music as joint first study
composer and pianist.
To date, she has written 26

compositions for various combinations of instruments including
chamber ensembles, orchestra, piano and choir. Her compositions
have been performed in venues including the Royal Albert Hall,
Wigmore Hall, St Martin in the Fields and the Southbank Centre.

Kristina's numerous awards include the EPTA Composition
Competition Overall Cup winner 2009/10, The Purcell School's Tim

Stevenson Award for outstanding young composer 2009 and Winner
of BBC Proms Inspire Composition Competition 2010. As part of her
prize Kristina received a commission from the BBC to be performed
at Royal Albert Hall in the Schools Proms on the 8th November 2010.

Kristina Arakelian - a pianist and composer

Ara Iskanderian has been elected to the Council of the

    LONDON BOROUGH OF EALING.

Ara is an energetic young historian from SOAS - University of London, who has been actively involved in
the community with particular focus on recognition of the Armenian Genocide. Ara has actively
participated in CRAG programmes, particularly in academic aspects. Last year, Ara presented a paper on
the Armenian Genocide at the 1st Global Conference on Prevention of Genocide at Sheffield University
organised by the International Association of Genocide Scholars. A few years ago, Ara spoke at an Event
organised by CRAG at the House of Commons sponsored by Stephen Pound MP, where Linda Mervin
spoke about the Genocide in Rwanda. That day it became clear that Ara was a genuine individual with
bright future.

Congratulations Ara, well done!

Elections 2010: Congratulations to Ara Iskanderian
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IN MEMORIAM
SOUREN SAROUKHANOFF

It is with great sorrow that we heard the tragic news of the sudden passing away of
Souren Saroukhanoff on Friday 13th of August 2010 whilst he was in France on holiday
with his wife Ovsig.

Souren was a highly respected and eminent member of the British Armenian community.
He was elected to serve as a member of the Armenian Community & Church Council of
Great Britain in 2002 and he was elected by the Council to chair the Council’s Executive
Committee. As chairman of the Executive Committee of the ACCC, Souren worked with
full dedication in service to the community and the Church and he and Ovsig were highly
active in community life.

In October 2009 Souren was the happiest man in the world as he gave away his daughter
Huby in marriage to George Yaghoubian and we would like to extend our deepest sym-
pathies and sincere condolences to Ovsig, Huby and George for their tragic loss.

We will all miss Souren.

May he rest in Peace.

Souren Zaven Saroukhanoff was born in
Baghdad, Iraq on the 19th February 1952. He
was the eldest of three brothers, Vram and
Robert. Son of Zaven and Manik.

Souren's paternal grandfather was from
Russia where he served as a general in the
Tsar's Army changing the family name from
Saroukhanian to Saroukhanoff. Souren's
paternal grandmother was an Erzrum orphan
from the genocide. His grandfather fled from
Russia after the revolution and met his
grandmother in an orphanage in Baghdad,
where the family settled. Souren's maternal
grandparents were both genocide survivors
from Western Armenia.

Souren's childhood up until the age of 17 and
the early death of his father at 45, was spent
happily in Baghdad. At 17, Souren moved to
Beirut, Lebanon where he attended the
Haigazyan College and AUB American
University of Beirut.

At 18, Souren joined dashnaktzootyan
“Zavaryan oosanoghakan myootyoon” and he
became a “mardagan badaskhanadoo” during
the Lebanese Civil War. During this time he
was responsible for the security of the West
Beirut arajnortaran, Sourp Nshan and the
surrounding Armenian community. Souren
was readily involved in the protection of
Armenian assets and during his years in
Lebanon saved the lives of Armenians young
and old and was wounded from a mortar
grenade in the process.
During this time he met his future wife Ovsig
Navasartian who was studying in Beirut. In
June 1976, Souren and Ovsig moved to
London where Souren started his further
education in Seed Technology at Edinburgh

University. They married on New Year's Eve
1979 and in 1982 were blessed with the birth
of their only child Huby.

For over 35 years Souren was an active
member of the UK Armenian Community, in
2002 he was elected as a member of ACCC
and served as Chairman of the Executive
Committee.
He was and remained a disciplined and
devoted Koosagtzagan. On a personal note,
Souren was particularly happy during these
last few years in the lead-up to the wedding of
his daughter Huby and George..

During last few years Souren was employed
by a  reputable company and as could be
expected he took responsibilities according to
his abilities, as a result he had several
promotions in a short period of time.
Souren leaves behind a loving wife Ovsig and
a devoted daughter, Huby.

May he rest in Peace

êÇñ»ÉÇ úíëÇÏ, ÐÛáõµÇ ¨ æáñç.

êñïÇ Ëáñ ÏëÏÇÍáí ï»Õ»Ï³ó³ Ù»ñ ëÇñ»ÉÇ êáõñ»ÝÇ ³ÝÅ³Ù³Ý³Ï ¨
³Ýëå³ë»ÉÇ Ù³Ñí³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ:
²Ý·áõÃ Ù³ÑÁ Çñ Ñ»ï ï³ñ³í áã ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ó»ñ Ñ³ñ³½³ïÇÝ, ³ÛÉ¨ ÈáÝ¹áÝÇ Ñ³Û
Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ ¨ Ù»ñ ³½·Ç ÝíÇñÛ³É ½³í³ÏÝ»ñÇó Ù»ÏÇÝ: î³ñÇÝ»ñ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï,
Ù»ñ ³é³çÝáñ¹áõÃÛ³Ý ³é³çÇÝ ÇëÏ ûñ»ñÇó, êáõñ»ÝÇ Ñ»ï
Ñ³Ù³·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÛáõÝÁ, áñå»ë ´ñÇï³Ý³Ñ³Û Ñ³Û Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ ËáñÑñ¹Ç
ÝíÇñÛ³É ³Ý¹³ÙÇ, í»ñ³Íí»ó Ù»ñ ÙÇç¨ Çñ³Ï³Ý ¨ Ñ³í³ï³ñÇÙ
µ³ñ»Ï³ÙáõÃÛ³Ý: ºÃ» ³Ûëûñ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»Éáõ ÉÇÝ»Ù Ù»ñ ß³ï ëÇñ»ÉÇ êáõñ»ÝÇ
³Ýó³Í ÏÛ³ÝùÁ, Ýñ³Ý Ï³ñáÕ »Ù µÝáõÃ³·ñ»É ëáëÏ áñå»ë Ñ³í³ï³ñÇÙ
³ÙáõëÝáõ, ëÇñáÕ Ñáñ, ³Ý¹³í³×³Ý µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÇ, ³Ý³ã³é ³½·³ÛÇÝÇ ¨
³Ýë³ÑÙ³Ý Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ë»ñÇ: êáõñ»ÝÇÝ áñ¨¿ ×³Ý³ãáÕÁ »ñµ»ù ãÇ Ï³ñáÕ
Ùáé³Ý³É Ýñ³ ³ãù»ñÇ µ³ñÇ ÅåÇïÁ ¨ Ù»ÕÙ áõ ³ÝÏ»ÕÍ í»ñ³µ»ñÙáõÝùÁ:
Ø»Ýù Ù»ñ ³ÕáÃùÝ »Ýù ³é³ùáõÙ ³é ²ëïí³Í ¨ Ñ³ÛóáõÙ ´³ñÓñÛ³ÉÇó,
áñå»ë½Ç Áëï ³ñÅ³ÝíáõÛÝ Çñ ÉáõÛë µÝ³Ï³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÙ ÁÝ¹áõÝÇ Ù»ñ ß³ï
ëÇñ»ÉÇ êáõñ»ÝÇ Ñá·ÇÝ ¨ Ñ³íÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃÛáõÝ å³ñ·¨Ç Ýñ³Ý:

Ø»ñ ³ÕáÃùÝ ¿ Ý³¨, áñ êáõñµ Ðá·ÇÝ Çñ ½áñáõÃÛ³Ùµ ¹³ñÙ³ÝÇ ó³íÁ
ÏáñëïÛ³Ý Ýñ³ ë·³ÏÇñ Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñÇ` ½áñ³óÝ»Éáí ¨ ÙËÇÃ³ñ»Éáí
Ñ³í³ïùÇ ³Ýë³ë³ÝáõÃÛ³Ùµ:
ÚÇß³ï³ÏÝ ³ñ¹³ñáÛÝ »ÕÇóÇ ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ. ²Ù¿Ý:

êÇñáí ¨ ó³í³ÏóáõÃÛ³Ùµ`

Ü³Ã³Ý ºåÇëÏáåáë ÐáíÑ³ÝÝÇëÛ³Ý

A biographical note

Þ³ï ëÇñ»ÉÇ úíëÇÏ ê³ñáõË³Ýáí

²Ûë ³é³õûï Ù»Í íßïáí Éë»óÇ
³Ý³ÏÁÝÏ³É Ù³Ñõ³Ý ÉáõñÁ Ù»ñ ß³ï
ëÇñ»ÉÇ êáõñ¿ÝÇÝ: ÆÙ ¨ Ò»ñ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ
Í³ÝûÃáõÃÇõÝÁ ¨ Ùï»ñÙáõÃÇõÝÁ 10
³Ù»³ÏÝ»ñáõ ³Ýó»³É áõÝÇ: êáõñ¿ÝÁ
³½ÝÇõ ÝÏ³ñ³·ñáí, Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ë¿ñ,
½áÑ³µ»ñõáÕ ¨ ù³ç ïÕ³Ù³ñ¹ ¿ñ, íëï³Ñ
»Ù ¨ ß³ï É³í ³ÙáõëÇÝ ¿ñ: ²Ûëáõ ·ñáí
ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ó¿ù ÇÙ ó³õ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ
áõÕÕõ³Í ê³ñáõË³Ýáí ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ µáÉáñ
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³¨
Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñáõÝ, ³½·³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ ¨
µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ: Î³ÕûÃ»Ýù ³é ³ëïõ³Í
ëÇñ»ÉÇ êáõñ¿ÝÇÝ Ñá·õáÛÝ Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃ»³Ý
Ñ³Ù³ñ: ÆëÏ Ò»ñ µáÉáñÇÝ ÏÑ³Ûó»Ýù
ëáõñµ Ñá·õáÛ ÙËÇÃ³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ:

êáõñ»ÝÇ ÛÇß³ï³ÏÁ ¨ µ³ñÇ Ñ³Ùµ³õÁ
ÙÇßï ÏÙÝ³Û Ù»ñ ëñï»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç:

ØÝ³Ù ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ý ëÇñáÛ áÕçáÛÝáí,
ç»ñÙûñ¿Ý ³ÕûÃ³ñ³ñ ¨ íßï³ÏÇó:

ÎáñÇõÝ ²ñù»åÇëÏáåáë ´³µ»³Ý



Hamaink • 2010/2 19

Congratulations
SHARON DZAGHIK LOUISE, daughter of John and Eileen
Hobden, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on
11 April 2010.

ALICE CHRISTINE, daughter of Manus and Tanya Costello, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 9 May 2010.

ANGELA MARIA, daughter of Guenter and Sieglinde Ischwang, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 22 May 2010.

DUARTE GULBENKIAN, son of Micael and Ana Gulbenkian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 22 May 2010.

OLIVER JAMES SARKIS, son of Chris and Nadia Garman, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 13 June 2010.

GABRIELLA ARMINEH, daughter of Nejde and Dorothee
Manuelian, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church
on 11 July 2010.

JANNA ARPI, daughter of Azat and Sveta Simonyan, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 25 July 2010.

ISABELLA MARY, daughter of Miran and Paulette Bastajian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 31 July 2010.

DOMINIC HRATCH, son of Miran and Paulette Bastajian, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 31 July 2010.

ANDRE DIRAN, son of Ramzy and Ella Bechakchyan, was baptised
and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 31 July 2010.

MAYA ALEXANDRA HASMIK, daughter of Sergey and Anna
Gasparyan, was baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church
on 14 August 2010.

BARBARA ANNA, daughter of Dombevar and Eva Bodog, was
baptised and confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 29 August
2010.

LUCY, daughter of Caro and Nona Avetoom, was baptised and
confirmed at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 29 August 2010.

Baptisms

Marriages
PAUL AVETOOM, son of Heros and Carole Avetoom and ANI
HOROZ, daughter of Yervant and Sirpuhi Horoz, were married at
St Sarkis Armenian Church on 17 April 2010.

ROBIN ANDREW MARSH, son of George and Phyllis Marsh and
SOSSY BERBERIAN, daughter of Hrant and Haykanouch
Berberian, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 30 May
2010.

MAURIZIO ALFANO, son of Innocenzo and Virginia Altano and
PERRY NAZARI, daughter of Thomas and Gegol Nazari, were
married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 3 July 2010.

DUARTE GULBENKIAN, son of Mikhail and Ana Gulbenkian
and ANGELA MARIA ISHWANG, daughter of Guenter and
Siegunde Ischwang, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on
24 July 2010.

VAHE HOVNATANIAN, son of Hrand and Valentin Hovnatanian
and ANNA MOSKOVYAN, daughter of Nshan and Galina
Moskovyan, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 25 July
2010.

MARC SOUBIERES son of Jean-Claude and Patrizia  Soubieres
and ANET ALEXANIAN, daughter of Mouses and Seda
Alexanian, were married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 21
August 2010.

BOGHOS MALKHASSIAN and FRANCES CONOLLY  were
married at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 30 August 2010.

Condolences in Memory of:
VERGINE BOHDJALIAN, born in Cyprus in 1917, died on 20
March 2010.  The funeral service took place at Gunnersbury
Cemetery Chapel on 30 March 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

HILDA ORMANCIYAN, born in Turkey in 1938, died on 26
March 2010.  The funeral service took place at Putney Vale Cemetery
Chapel on 7 April 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

YEGHSAPET YAGHSIZIAN, born in Cyprus in 1923, died on 21
March 2010.  The funeral service took place at Gunnersbury
Cemetery Chapel on 13 April 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

PAUL GEORGE CREET, born in Calcuta in 1920, died on 12
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian
Church 21 April 2010.  Cremated at Kensal Green crematorium.

SEROJ MARKARIAN, born in Yerevan in 1910, died on 10 April
2010.  The funeral service took place at Putney Vale Cemetery Chapel
on 27 April 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

GARBIS KOUYOUMDJIAN, born in Aleppo in 1940, died on 20
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian
Church 28 April 2010.  Buried at Gunnersbury cemetery.

PAULINE TOKATLIAN, born in Turkey in 1913, died on 24 April
2010.  Cremated at Islington and St Pancras crematorium on 29 April
2010.

ARPINE TIDANIAN, born in Constantinople in 1933, died on 16
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at Hendon Cemetery
Chapel on 4 May 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

KRIKOR TIDANIAN, born in Constantinople in 1929, died on 16
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at Hendon Cemetery
Chapel on 4 May 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

AVA ADAMIAN-BANERJEE, born in Basra in 1954, died on 29
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 10 May 2010.  Buried at Gunnersbury cemetery.

PHILIP SARKIS TARPINIAN, born in Basra in 1954, died on 29
April 2010.  The funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian
Church on 24 June 2010.  Buried at Hounslow cemetery.

LUCY GULIAN, born in Palestine in 1921, died on 14 June 2010.
The funeral service took place at New Southgate Cemetery Chapel on
25 June 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

NELI TASHCHIAN, born in Isfahan in 45, died on 8 June 2010.
The funeral service took place at St Sarkis Armenian Church on 25
June 2010.  Buried at Gunnersbury cemetery.

ELIZABETH SULTANIAN, born in Cyprus in 1923, died on 28
July 2010.  The funeral service took place at New Southgate
Cemetery Chapel on 20 July 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

HOVAGIM PELTEKIAN, born in Cyprus in 1921, died on 9 July
2010.  The funeral service took place at Hendon Cemetery Chapel
on 21 July 2010.  Buried at the same cemetery.

MARIE TSIRIDES, born in Aleppo in 1927, died on 19 July 2010.
Cremated at Breakspear crematorium on 30 July 2010.

VARTOUHI GARABEDIAN, born in Jerusalem in 1919, died on
23 August 2010.  The funeral service took place at Gunnersbury
Cemetery Chapel on 1 September 2010. Buried at the same cemetery.

SOUREN SAROUKHANOFF, born in Baghdad in 1952,  died on
13 August 2010.  The funeral service took place at St. Eghiche
Charch on 27 August 2010. Buried at the Gunnersbury Cemetery.
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Disclaimer: Views and opinions expressed in Hamaink
are those of contributing reporters, authors and
organisations and do not necessarily represent the views
and opinions of the Armenian Community and Church
Council of Great Britain.

Hamaink is published by the Armenian Community & Church Council of Great Britain, which is wholly
dependent on community resources and contributions. Should you wish to support your Community

Council and its Newsletter financially, please complete this form and return to the address below:

Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail (optional)  ____________________________________________________________________

Amount donated: ________________________________

Please make cheques payable to: ACCC of GB

Post this coupon to:   ACCC, P.O.Box 46207,  London  W5 2YE
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HAMAINK newsletter
reaches over 2500 Armenian
homes in the UK
and is an excellent way of reaching the
community to advertise relevant events,
products and services.

Our rates for advertisement are:

Full page : £150.00             ½ Page:  £80.00
¼ Page:     £45.00       Box Adverts:  £25.00

Your advertisements will also appear on the ACCC
website (www.accc.org.uk) with no further charge. Any
organisation's charitable functions, whose beneficiary
is our homeland Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh or
functions dedicated to the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide are advertised free of charge. By choosing
to fulfil your advertisement and promotional needs
through Hamaink, you are also helping to keep the
newsletter free of charge to the readers - thus enabling
our community to stay connected and informed.

To discuss  or place the advertisements, please
contact Zorik Gasparian at 0771 363 1268
or email: Zorik1956@yahoo.co.uk

Your continuous feedback and interest in the newsletter
is encouraging. We appreciate your words of support.
“Hamaink” would also like to thank everyone who has
made a donation to support its running costs and help
keep the free distribution of the newsletter to every
registered member of the community.


