By helping villagers to renovate their homes, we can create
acceptable living conditions, pride, and a sense of ownership.
Thus this will bind the returning villagers more strongly to the
lands.

There are a total of 87 villages in Kashatagh split aimost equally
between the rugged North and fertile South. Whilst the villagers
of Getap cultivate small
plots of land near the
village, they aso travel
quite a distance to work
on vineyards sponsored
by the Tufenkian
Foundation to earn an
income. This has given
the villagers of Getap
the deserved
recognition of being

Newly constructed house

hardworking and willing participants in improving their own
prospects and living standard. Having considered the various acts
and discussed the options with Antranig Kasparian of the
Tufenkian Foundation, we identified Getap as the ideal project to
develop within specified parameters.

Project Management

For this renewed effort by the Artsakh Government, Tufenkian
Foundation has been appointed to lead the coordination of
financial commitments and to ensure that there are no overlaps, by
supporting a coordinated effort by donor organisations towards
Kashatagh' s revitalisation programme.

The Foundation will act as a management consultant for the
implementation of various projects. They will oversee their
advancement and provide updates to donors. They will also en-
sure delivery of materials, train loca brigades of young men to
perform the renovations, and supervise and inspect the work.
Residents of each home also participate in keeping costs down
and engender a sense of ownership over the project.

Immediate Projects

Getap has neither a school nor a nurse; it has a population of 107
with 25 houses. The children go to a school in the neighbouring
Saratak village which has a modest building and a caring school
headmaster. Saratak has 32 houses and a visiting nurse who works
on day-care basis. To encourage growth and strengthen the family
unit, priority will be given to families with small children and
newlyweds who need a separate room, as well as to families that
have a son to be married and require the extra space for the new
couple.

We have undertaken to renovate all 25 run-down houses in Getap
village, each house costing approximately £2000. Thiswill help to
significantly improve the living conditions and raise the morale
amongst the villagers.

Project Costs

Whilst other communities around the world are working on
various projects in the region, the British Armenians
collaboration through Aid Kashatagh is concentrated on the
renovation of all 25 housesin the village of Getap. For ardatively
modest sum, you can become part of this effort, boosting the
morale of a household and ensuring that our people remain on
these lands. A rough estimate of the cost of renovating an average
house (40 m2), including labour, is shown above.

According to recent forecasts by the International Monetary Fund,
Armenia’s real GDP growth is expected to nose dive to around
5% for 2009 and possibly sees no growth in 2010;

1. Roofing Swlhph Gnpngntd £670

2. Plastering, &

painting of floor and EEULSLumwanO u £450

walls n

3. Windows and doors | Mnin L Mwiwinnithwl £220

4. Transportation Onfuwnpwihonglbiph £220

expenses Ouwfuutip

5. Electrical wiring EEyunpwlwbniphil £110

6. Unforeseen Costs | Su0wfuwntuy £70
Owfuubip

Sub-Total Qnidwnp £1740

15% Administrative 15% Qpuubltwyn £260

Cost Ouwfuubip

Grand Total COGnhwlnip Gnidwp £2,000

however it could average around +5% growth year-on-year by
2014. Add to thisis the global downturn, resulting in a great deal
of pressure being placed on Armenia@s currency, further
exacerbating the country’s economy and its dependants. With a
decimated export market and reliance on imports, the country’s
infrastructure and private businesses have to be propped up
financially to ensure their survival. This makes Kashatagh's
reliance on its Diaspora brethren today that much more relevant
and critical.

The British Armenian Kashatagh Campaign is a
Committee formed by ACCC, in support of this project.
Its aim is to raise funds through charitable donations for
the revitalisation programme in Kashatagh. Please be
generous and make your contributions by a cheque
payableto: ACCC of GB/Aid Kashatagh -
P.O. Box 46207, London, W5 2YE

“We have reclaimed our historic lands not just by fighting.
Ultimately, the decision is made by the people who have chosen
to resettle here,” Antrania Sargisyan aged 57, AyaEhovit Village,

The Kashatagh Aid Committee is appealing to our
community in Britain for fundraising from individuals
or organisations. The need is urgent and the stakes have
never been higher in a vulnerable region where few
charities have ventured. Your contribution would offer
much hope to the resettlement and revitalisation
programmes of this land. By sponsoring the renovation
of a home, you are not just contributing to a cause; you
are giving a rea family a chance of a better life.
Above al, you are contributing to our future on these
lands. Please give generously now.

K ashatagh

British-Armenian Kashatagh Campaign

This newsletter highlights Kashatagh, the region, its
geographic significance, the difficulties for its inhabitants,
their needs and migration. By understanding the plight of
our people, we can act now and give them the hope to stay
and the courage to thrive on this piece of historical
Armenian land. This is a call for all of us to take some
responsibility either individually or collectively to give
generously and raise funds for the revitalisation of
Kashatagh.

Kashatagh is of the eight provinces of self proclaimed
Mountainous Karabagh Republic. “Many people know Kashatagh
to be the vital, strategic link between Karabagh and Armenia,”
notes Dr Antranig Kasbarian, Director of the Tufenkian
Foundation of New Y ork which is leading the fundraising efforts.
“Less known is the fact that historically the region has Armenian
roots — roots that were torn out due to massacres and deportations
during 1918 to 1920.”

The Tufenkian Foundation began renovating the historic St.
Minas Church, built in the 16th century and located in the village
of Hak — which traces its Armenian ancestry to the 11th century.
After its Armenian population was wiped out during the
massacres of October 1918, Hak was reclaimed by Armenian
forces in 1992 and it is now subject to an active resettlement
policy by the Artsakh authorities.

Life in Kashatagh
Over the past 15 years, Kashatagh district has been both a
land of opportunity and a land of hardship. Liberated in 1992
during the war, Kashatagh forms a vita lifeline connecting.
Fir, 41 (Y 7 N , | g Karabagh to
] TSI /} ' Armenia.
el ApERER 00 ey L However,
| life for
Armenians in
Kashatagh has
been extremely
difficult, given
that the area
was amost
completely

. RN

Ruined house - but still home of a family
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destroyed due to the unabated ethnic cleansing policies at the
time. Asaresult, Armenians who have returned had to build new
lives, often from scratch, without even the minimal infrastructure
that are to be found in the major towns in Karabagh.

The majority of its early inhabitants were people who fought for
these lands, as well aswar refugees and Armenians from the
earthquake ' — N T s /
zone of 1988.
Due to the
severe  living
conditions, |
some  people |
opted to leave
and go to
nearby  towns
and larger =
neighbouring Living room of an entire family

villages. While conditions have somewhat improved in the district
capital Berdzor (formerly known as Lachin), the standard of
living in the countryside remains extremely difficult.

Most villagers live in makeshift dwellings which were destroyed
by the war; roads, often unpaved, remain extremely neglected,
making overland travel cumbersome and at times hazardous.
Means of transport are few and far between, sometimes with one
bus service per week, hence adding to the villagers economic
WOES.

Electricity and telephone systems have only recently begun to
make their way through the district. From the standpoint of
health-care, village-based facilities are practically nonexistent,
therefore forcing villagers to travel to Berdzor for primary care at
the district hospital, itself underequipped and overburdened. With
Berdzor often two to three hours away and more specialised care
in Stepanakert even further away, emergency needs such as
sudden illnesses, even childbirths, have often resulted in
casualties.

Development Plan

The government of Artsakh
(Karabagh) has

now published a

model for

developing the

settlements. In

order to overcome the

more  scattered and

randomised approach that

had prevailed before the war, its
approach is to focus on nine centres

that can absorb or incorporate
several neighbouring areas, one of
which would be I shkhanadzor, which

has jurisdiction over Getap's
maintenance and development. Under
this model, the management of
centralised districts would be easier,
less costly and more efficient.

In particular, it is planned to develop
Berdzor further so that it becomes a
dynamic regiona centre in function and
provide vital links and services to the
surrounding towns and villages. (See the
map above).

@Berdzor (Lachin)

@Getap Village
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